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Webb Wilder: Rockin’ with a twang

By Larry O'Connor
ool writer

Webb Wilder, who is Iead singer of
the band by the same name, admits
having a “hang dog” attitude about
being from Hattiesburg, Miss, But a
bit of trivia got the tail wagging.

“1 found out one of the earlest
records ever recorded was by the
Graves Brothers in  Hattlesburg,
which is my hometown,” said Wild-

-er, whose drawl reflects his roots.
“Growing up, I thought a)) rock-and-
roll came from England or some-
thing.”

Shucks, one Tupelo, Miss., native
could have told him about the state’s
ruck-and-roll roots, il he were still
alive. Isn't that right, Elvis?

So with a Southern twang and a
Stealth Bomber of a sound, meet
Mississippi’s next musical export.
Webb Wilder and his group has em-
erged as one of the top up-and-com-
tng rock-and-rell bands in the region
und is ready to take on the natlon,

Webb Wilder is set to go on tour —
whleh will stop Saturday In Detroit
at Saint Andrew's Hall — in support
of its new album on Island Records,
“Hybrid Vigor.”

The sound is unusual. No, scratch
that. How about indescribable, None-
theless, it has stopped those in music
cireles from taking a crack.

“Interplanetary southern roots-
coek.”  “scl-fi psycho-rockabllly,”
‘swampadelic uncasy listening,” and
“VEW metal” are a few of the de-
suriptions thrown around,

TIE MAN who would know best
1sn't talking. All Webb Wilder will
say s, “There is rock and then
there's rock and rolt.”

Obvieusly subscriting to the later,
Webb Wilder definitely pays homnge
1o 1ts roots on- “Hybrid Vigor.”
Though the term roots rocker has al-

The No R

By Larry 0"Connor
staff writer

With No Right No Wrong, there’s a
right way and a wrong way.

Alter nearly four years, the band’s
foundlng duo, Rik Ne'Briar and
Adam Lacea, finally know the differ-
ence. Llke, for Instance, when It
comes Lo sopgwriting.

“We wrote songs for other people
nstead of ourselves,” sald Lacca,
formerly of Westland. “People
would tell us, 'Your music Is too
welrd for you to get signed by a
record label. You need more dance
orlented tunes.' "

Phooey, they sald,

The group also followed the No. 1
rock'n'roll rule that said a band
should be a four-plece and have a
guitarist for awhlle,

Bunk, they said.

This Is a band that has rebelled
against the format, told the nay-
sayers to cat guitar string. No Right
No Wrong forges ahead with three
members, a_drummer, a keyboard
player and a bass player.

THE END RESULT is a dandy
cassette tape, "Steroids)” which s
an arctle blast of Novi new wave.
The tape features various works,
such as an artist rap “Pushing Hard-
er' and an eloqnnnl piano solo “Man-
nequin from Parls."

Also, there's a sonic keyboard
sound that is danceable but not de-
rivative, There's humor, sarcasm.

REVIEWS

The sounds of Webb Wilder have been de-

scribed as overything from “interplanctary  billy.”

most become a dirty word In music
circles with scemingly every Britlsh
bouyo suddenly wearing cowboy hats
and following the path of tum-
bleweeds.

“There's nothing wrong with hav-
ing rools,” Wilder sald. “Just belng
orlginal for originallty's sake doesn't
agwny; produce the best musle ef-
ther.”

Webb Wllder has found the best
way to make good maslc [s to llsten
to plenty of it. Wilder himself sald he
checks out a wide variety of the new
bands,

As a result, Webb Wilder Is en-
compassing new Influences all the
time. His band's music is better for

it.
"Hybrld Vigor” is the first major *

|gh1: No Wrong way of music

label release for Webb Wilder, The
group released, “It Came fram
Nashville,” (Independent) in 1987,
‘The problem was that most of the
material was recorded In 1985.
MThat's what I llke about thls al-
bum; it was recorded in 1889 and
was released in 1989," Wilder sald.

THAT WAS made possible after
Kevin Patrick, director of arts and
repertoire for Istand Records caughit
Webb Wilder's act at the New Music
Seminar In New York. The band had
already garnered a reputatlon for
tearing up the Nashville club scene.
Island {nked the foursome to a
record deal.

The band formed In 1984 when
Wiider, R.S. Field (since replaced by

No Right No
Wrong is mak-
ing a name for
itsell despite
breaking the
first rule of
rock and rol}
by being a
three-man
band without a
guitariat.

No Rlght No Wrong hit the mark, but
not without a few misses.

The band was a four-piece, per-
forming In obscurity for three years.
Then, last spring, the gultarist ieft.

In the search for a new one, Lacca
and Ne'Briar came up with the idea
of belng only a three-plece band.

Yeah, they said.

With a classically tralned planist
on keyboards, Tim Knapp, No Right
No Wrong was able to create thelr
own whacked-out sound. B-52s could
be used as a reference point, but the
stuff Is original,

“The funnlest thing is that people
will come up to us and say we re-
mind them of thelr favorlte band,”
sajd Lacca, who Is lead vocallst and
bass player. "We hear so many dlif-
ferent bands being mentlened and
we think that's great.”

“I guess when someone said we
sound like L.L. Kool J, we'll glve it
up,” Ne'Briar sald,

Few bands would come up with a
song about sterotds, at least not look-
ing at the issue the way No Right No
Wrong does.

AGAINST THE backdrop of a
space-age beat, the tale is one of a
person by the

southern roota-rock” lo “gei-fi psycho-rocka-

dremmer Les James), guitarist Don-
ny Roberts and Cletus Wollensak got
together. to rehearse. The foursome
released a short black and white
film, “Webb Wilder, Private Eye,”
which was fcatured regularly on
USA Network’s “Night Flight" se-
rics.

Band members hall from such
places 2s Arizona and Texas. Wilder
being from Mississippt brings "a cer-
laln attitude and sound” to the

group.
And that's nothing to howl at,

Webb Wilder will perform on
Saturday, Sept. 16, at Saint An-
drew's Hall, 430 E. Congress, De-
troit. For infermation, call 961-
MELT.

night well-spent at a frat party:

“1 met onc friend well maybe
two/and all of us together have no
1.Q/Well we went downstalrs and
stood by the keg/then we went up-
stairs and stood by the other keg.”

OK. It's not exactly John Miiton,
but it's winning No Right No Wrong
an audlence on college campuses.
Recently, the group opened for the
Romantics before 5,000 students at
Purdue University and has per-
formed at Rlck’s in Ann Arbor and in
East Lansing.

All three members are in various
states of academic life. Ne'Brlar at-
tended Eastern Michigan Unlversity:
Lacca s a junior at the University of
Mlchigan and Knapp Is a junior at

EMU.
No Right No Wrong has played
Detralt area clubs, such as The Ritz

bancing drug. Lacca sald he wrote it
as sort of a Shakespearean poem, re-
flecting storles Ne'Briar (old him
about welght rooms,

“What we're poking fun at Is that
it’s a humongous thing in the medla
llke marijuana was 10 years ago
when all these reports came out . .
and then Jt Just dicd out,” sald
Ne'Briar, who llves in Farmington
Hills.

No Right No Wrong also possesses
a lyrical wit, something that stern
Jooklng bands locally seem to lack.
All three contrlbute to the writing of
songs, some like these In “I Need a
Braln,”" which appears to be about 2

and the Pub. The group
plans to expand its tour itlnerary, es-
peclally with the release of
“Sterolds!”

THE FIRST-RATE production
quality of the tape Is not a fiuke.
Ne'Briar has his own 8-traek record-
ing studio, Casa de Verde Studies in
Novi, glving the band an advantage
over most groups.

Despite the new wave sound, the
group doesa't use any drum ma-
chines or computerized beats in the
studio. The three members just wall
away.

And It's the three members who
make No Right No Wrong click.

iN CONCERT

@ HALLOWEEN

Halloween will perform Monday, Scpt.
11, a4 the Blind Pig, 208 5. First, Ann Ar-
bor. For Iaformation, calt 996-8555.

® ANN BEDAVIS

Ann Be Davls will perform Tuesday,
Sept. 12, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
B555.

@ CHIBEL BROTHERS

Chisel Brothers will perform Wednes-
day, Sept. 13, at Rick’s Cafe. 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For- informatlon, call 996-
2747,

© EELS WIG

Ecls Wig will perform Wednesday
Sepl. 13, at the Blind Pig. 208 5. First,
Ann Arbor.” For infurmation, call $s6-
8555, .

® AURAL SEX

Aural Sex will perform Wednesday,
Scpt. 13, at Club Heidelberg. 215 N, Main.
Ann Arbor. For information, call 663
7758, N

© LEATHER GYPSIEB

Leather Gypsies will perform with
juesls, Sanctum, Thursday, Sept. 14, at
Blondies, West Seven Mile, east of Tele-
graph, Detroit. For Information, call 535-
8108

© MAP OF THE WORLD

Map of the World wilt pesform Thurs-
day, Sepl. 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor, For (nformation, call
996-8555.

© 3-D IRVISIBLES

3-D Invisibles wlit perform with guest,
Zomble Surfers, Thursday, Sept. 14, at 3.
D Dance Club, 1815 N. Maln, north of 12
Mile. Royal Qak. For informatlon, call
589-2344.

© SAMARITANS

Samaritans wllt perform Thursday,
Sept. 14, at Rlek's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For Informatlon, call 995-8555.

® ROMANCE

Romance will perform Wedaesday
through Saturday, Sept. 1316, a1 Jaggers.
3481 Ellzabeth Lake Road, Pontiac. For
Information, call 631-1700.

© VIV AKAULDREN

Viv Akauldren wlll perform with guest,
Stecp, Thursday, Sept. 14, at Club Heidel:
berg, 215 N. Matn, Ann Arbor. For Infor-
mation, call 663-7758.

© COMMANDER CODY

Commander Cody wiil perform Friday,
Sept. 15, at the Blind Plg, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996-
8555.

® BENEFIT

Chaos Clothing will present a benefit
for the Anti-Cruclty Asscclation of Micht-
gan starting at 9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 15, nl
Todd's, Seven Mile Road, two blocks eas
of Van Dyke, Detrolt, Those pcrlormln‘
include Scott Campbeifl, Orange
Roughles, Rubber, Gangster Fun,
Nemesis, Son of Sam, Coven and
Grievance Commlitee. Admission Is §5 at

COUNTRY

the door, The show is open to people 18
and older. Proper 1.D. must be shown at
the door. For inforamtlon, call 366-8633.

© SKANKING YOODOO

Skanking Voodoo Dolls will perform’
Friday, Sept. 15, at Hamtrameck Pub,
2048 Caniff, off 1-75. For information,
call 365-9760,

# GOOBER & THE PEAS .

‘Guober & The Peas will perform with
guest, the Idiots, Friday, Sept. 15, at Club ..
Heidelberg, 205 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 663.7758.

® THE KNAVES

The Knaves will perform Friday, Sept.
15, at Skylights, 49 N. Saginaw, Pontiac.
Fur intormatlon, call 33¢-9292.

@ HILLARY CHABE

Hillary Chase wil) perfortn  with
guests, Agent Fury and Jaxy Thunder,
Friday, Sept. 15. at Blondies, West Seven
Mule, vast of Telegraph, Detroit. For in- .
formation, cal! $35-8108.

® LOVE & ROCKETS

Love & Hockets will perform Hllh
guest, the Pisivs, at 8 pon. Saturda;
Sept 16, at the Fux Theatre in Detrol
Tickets are $18.50. For informatlon, eall |
567-6000. .

® KREATOR
Kreator will perform with guest, Coro-

For information, cali §35-8108. .

® CIVILIANS

Clviltans will perform Saturday, Sej r Ly
16, at Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canitf, off I-,
75! For information, call 365-9760. 7

@ SEE DICK RUN .
Sce Dick Run will perform Saturday,
Sept. 16, at Skylights, 49 N. Saginaw.

Poutiac. Fot information, al) 334.9297

® ABH CAN VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh wifl perform 67
pm. Saturday, Scpt. 16, at Miai Grai
Prix, Washington and Fifth Street, Roy;
0ak.

@ DLUES FESTIVAL
Robert Noli’s Blues Mission, Chiczgu
Pete and Detrolters Marc Falconberry, “!
Kenny Welk and Buddy Folks will per-
form Saturday, Scpt. 18, at the Blind Pig,
208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, »
call 996-8555. o
@ FIRST LIGHT =
First Light will perform Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 15-16, a1 Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For lnlom\nuon call.~,
996-8555.

® Bla CHIEF

Blg Chief wilt periorm with gues
Memories o Tomerrow, Saturday, Sept
185, at Club Heldelberg. 215 R. Maln, Ann.

Arbor. For Information, call £63-7758.

® JOE JACKSON

Joe Jackson will perform at 8 pm.
Monday, Sept. 18, at Hill Auditorjum In,. |
Ant Arbor. For Information. call 763-:,,.
TKTS.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 songs recelving air-
play on WWWW-FM.

1. “1 Wonder What You Think of Me,"
Kelth Whitley.

2. “Heaven Only Knows” Emmylos
Harris.

3. "Above & Beyond,” Rodacy Crawell.

4. “Nothing I Could Do About It,” Willle
Nelson.

5. “One Good Well,” Dan Williams.

onky Tenk Heart," Highway 101,
‘Are You Ever Gonna Love Me.” Holly

‘Sunday ln the South.” Shesandoah.
9. "You'll Never Be Sorry,” The Bellamy
Bm!b:n.

“Never Glvin' Up on Love.”
\lmh Murphey.

Michae)

Here are the (op 10 songs receiving air-,,
play on “Detrolt Music Scepe,”" which is ;
heard 4:5 p.m. Sundays (repeated 5:0--
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays)on WDTR-FM 909, |

1. “Watch Me Bleed," Soa of Sam, 15
2. “Slowdawn,” Idiots. s
3.“Touch." Allisoa's Ghost. -
4. "What the Water Gave Me,” Nemesis.

5. “Big White Hog," Rubber,

6. “Steroids!,” No Right No Wrong.

7."The Edge,” Clvilians.

8. "Loud, Hard and Fast." Gear.

9. “Little World," Danclag Smoothles.

10. “After Death Experience.” Ibex.

Dok

STEEL WHEELS
— Rolling Stones

The new Rolling Stones album
“Steel Wheels” s OK. But it's
nowhere ncar as insplred as their
best stuff.

Side onc opens with two catchy
rockers, “Sad, Sad, Sad” and “Mixed
Emotlons,” the {lrst single from the
album.

‘The chorus of “Mixed Emotlons”
(s one of the album's high points, as
Jagger and Richards’ soaring har.
mony settles on a sustained note as
the band chuggs along.

But the.melody on the verses s
identical to “Take It So Hard, a
standout song from Keith Richard's
solo album,

Then there’s “Blinded by Love,”
one of the Stones' best-cver country
songs, with lots of acoustic guitar
and an elegant (hree-part harmony.

Unfortunately, Mick Jagger de-
Hvers some choppy, cmotlonless
singlng on this number, whea heart-
felt notes are catied for.

“Contincntal Drifi" Is another
standout, featuring the Morrocan
musiclans 20 loved by Brian Jones.
‘The sound of those swirtlng “pipes of
Pan" is a welcome change from the
same-old '70s-'80s Stones formula of
slashing guitars on track alter track.

But the change Isn’t enough to in-
spire Jagger, who sounds a bit bored
or weary. And then there's the two
songs Keith Richards sings.

Remember Richards' excetlent
“Sleep Tonight” from the “Dirty
Work"” album? And how nboul ather
Richards-sung classics — tle T
and A,” “You Got The Sllver,
ing Down Agaln” and “Happy.”

Here, Richards gets two songs to
sing and both are throw-aways.

‘The Stones are fading. And that's
sad, sad, sad.

— Kevin Brown

SEMINAL LIVE
— The Fall

Mark E. Smith. The self-pro-
clalmed king of anti-pop. The vehlcle
of expression for his brand of luna-
cy/music ls a band called the Fall.

The Fall must be one of the long-
est :unlvinx bands with & single

ty. They ch in that rariffed strato-
sphere of cult bands lke Pere Ubu
or Captain Beefheart, whose dedlca-
tion to their bellefs earns them
enough respect . from {smalter)
record cnmpaniu and from suffl-
clent record buyers to afford them

+ the luxury of cantinulng,

‘They reward those fans, not only

. with the quallty of their releases but

also the quantity. They have been
most prolific, releasing’at least one
LP and two singles every year since
their [nception in 1976. They are also
ﬁne of the most exciting bands'to sco

ve.

Thereln llﬂ one of the attractions
of “Seminal Live." This has [tve new

studio songs on slde one, and slde
two is nll live cuts from their recent
tour.

Tho studlo side is led of! with the

new gingle, “Dead Beat Descen-
dant,” a song that will burn its way
Into your head, using Brix E. Smith's
{yes, his wife) raw gultar as an jron
brand. As a matter of fac, It's thia
guitar, along with Mark E.'s eccen-
tricity, that characterizes the
:Lrlenglhs of all the songs, particular.
lve.

The highlights of side one include
this leadoff track and the exciting
“Molluse in Tyrol,” whilo the stand-
ouls on the live side are “Crulscrs
Creek” and their cover of the Kinks'
“Victorla."

Whlle Smith may sometimes go
over the deep end lyrically, the Fall
is always golng to'make you think.
There cannot be too much wrong

. with that.

-~ Cormac Wright

SHUT UP &
SIT DOWN

— Mad Hatter

As far os heavy metal goes {which,
of course, Is in the car of the behold-
er), Mad Halteris certainly no worse
than any other head banging oulm
recplag miktions,

To »me. Lhn mlght not be s:ylng

But ict it be sald this lna! gmup
certainly has the guitar riffs and the
grit to put any glam rockers on thelr
butl. The package 13 well prodaced,
crisp and clean sonnding.

Which is important. Otherwise, we '
would be able to bear the typiunl
suburban tecnager argot (“bey”
dude™) with & few fourlcttered .
words that are thrown In for good
measuroe (Tlppu‘ Goro would beinn
tiery after & lsten, not to mentico
glanelng at the cover.).

That nside, Mod Hatter at’ lz‘_sl
displays & willingness to dovizto,
from the powcr riff ones ia awhile.
Tbe Beasty Boy-llke tap is- the

highlight on *“Get Bent” as is the

T

“Fast Times at ‘mdgcmont\
esque” diatogue on “Bad Lack,” not '

to mentiop, the flne plece of Spanish .- :

guitar on “Canndian Club Love,”
Those who llke their metal loud '
whne there's plenty of that here, toa,
o ‘l:ktwthn;:ind “Too Ho! to Eick"
all fnto the guitar gonzo cate, R
Mad Hatter could do mg;? to
shake the formula that many a met- |
al band seems to be You
; know, bust car drums for 95 percent
of tha album and then pull at tho
heartstrings with oac slowed dawn
lTove song. (At loast thot's what wo

Lke).
That inight be asklnx BL mmb.‘
though. Bzt at l!'.u! M.nd lhlltr

“Canadian Clud Love” sounds ' { ']




