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Harvest moon duriday; next, Hunter's Moon

THE FULL MOON that occurs at
7:51 a.m, on Sept. 15 Is a very special
one, It's called the Harvest Moon,
But since we have full moons every
month throughout, the year, what
makes this one so special?

Bécause the moon Is in orblt
around the carth, it appears in dif-
ferent parts of the sky from night to
night. Generally the moon will rise
about one hour later each night. But
in autuma the full moon I8 located at
the part of the moon's orblt that has
the least it with respect to Earth's
horizon. The moon seems to skim
atong the horlzon, rising at about the
same time each evenlag, [n about the
same part of the sky. In fact, for the
four evenings siarting with the Sept.
13, each moon rise occurs within 25
minutes of the previous night’s.

The light scatlercd by the full
moon was a help to farmers, allow-
Ing them to contlnue thelr harvesting
ofter sunsct. Hence it was called the
Harvest Moon, The full moon that
follows the Harvest Moon was sald
to be a help to hunters. You can fig-
ure out what that full moon ks called.,

People occaslonally wonder if the
phase of the moon has any effect on
humans. It really shouldn't be ex-
pected to have any effect at all. We
see dlfferent phases of the wnoon de-
pending on what part is being Hlumi-
nated by the sun, The moon (s always
somewhere near the earth, so any ef-
fect it should have should be a con-
stanl one, not dependant on which
half is being illuminated.

LOOK FOR THE moon in the cast
northeast, three and ene-half hours
after sunsct, on the Sept. 19, It la lo-
cated in the constellation of Taurus
the bull. Above and to the right of
the moon Is the Pleiades (PLEE a
dees) star cluster. Looking llke a tiny

dlpper, this star cluster will be diffi-
cult to see in the llght scattered by
the moon. Blnocutars wilt hclp Inlo-
catng the Plelades,

On Wednesday morning, the
Plelades, the moon and the star Al-
decbaran (al DEB a ran) form a
large triangle high in the southwest.
Aldebaran represents the bull's eye.

Last Quarter Moon Is at 10:10 p.m.
on Sept. 21, It is at the last quarter of
its orbit around the carth. The moon
wlll rise In the east northeast at
about midnight,

Juplter -is four degrees south of
{bclow) the moon on the morning of
the 22nd, Look high in the southeast
about 45 minutes before sunrise, The
two “twin” stars to the cast (left) of
Juplter are Caster and Pollux, cach
one representing a head of the Gemi-
nl twins.

Autumn offictally begins al 9:20
p-m. on Sept. 22. But what ls It that
determines that preclse moment?
It's a comblnatlon of the earth’s or-
blt and iis tilt.

Earth [s divided into a northern
hemlisphere and a southern hemi-
sphere by an imaglnary line called
the equator, If this equator ls extend-
ed out Into space it cuts the sky into
a northern and southern hemlsphere,
but now the imaglnary line is called
the celestlal equator.

Qur earth is tilted 23% degrees
above the celestial equalor or 23%
degrees below it. When (he sun is at
Its highest point in the sky north of
the celestlal equator, In June when
the days arc long and warm, we
have summer, When the sun is at its
lowest, in Decembetr when the days
are short and cold, we have winter,

Obviously there are two points
where the sun must cross over the
celestial equator. Once when going
from above Lhe equator to below,

Slipco

W* U

.um I‘

AERO DRAPERIES
TEL-EX PLAZA
24779 Telegra pb-Somibdseld

353.5000

éc«lm@

HOME « OFFICE - INSTITUTIONS

at your convoalof
One of Michlgan's Lorgost Snloctlons ol uwpory.

undolmod %ul(om Made Droperios

W PACIFIC nmu’zmm -
3} s CHERRY HILL P

Since 1950

pon docarator will cali you
0

avar & Upholstary Fabrics (n Stoc!
09t Solection of

3735 Cherry 1L b-um

565-7420

skywatch

.Raymond E.
Bullock

‘and another going from below to

above,

‘The precise moment of crossover,
going from north to south, is whea
autumn officially begins for the
northern hemlsphere. A person
standing on carth’s equator at local
noon would see the sun directly aver-
head on the celestlal equator. The
sun wiil risc duc cast and set due

west, The length of the day and
length of night are about equal, 20
this s called the equinox.

. Although we may be facing the
start of autumn, people below the
equator face the start of spring.

THE MOON, Castor and Pallux
form a triangle on the morning of
the Sept. 23, Notlce bhow far the
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moon has moved In just one day. The
mglon.-x dal:ly r:-muon is ‘%c-ry casy to
notlce when it right stars
and planets. passes
Is offlclally at Inferior
conjuaction on September 24, The
planet fs located between the earth
and the sun and is not visible. (Whea
Mercury Is located beyond the sun,
as geen from the carth, it s calied
wperlor conjunctlon.)
gulus (REG v lus), the “heart”
of l.eo the lion, is the bright star five
degrees below the waning crescent
moon on the morning of the 26th.
Mars is In conjunctlon with the sun

on the 29th. IMars 13 jocated behind
the sun,

never gets between the earth ‘and the,
sun and can never be at inferlor con;
Junetlon.
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