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Peace

march and rally for racial harmony in
Farmington, the more we wonder about
- his motives. .

“I's just going to be a beautiful thing,” says
Success, a black Farmington resident in a bira-
"cial family. “There’s just going to be lave.”
+ That’s a worthy goal. But in light of concern
. about public safety since the American Nazi
Party plans to counterdemonstrate the ‘event,

" we're wary of inflammatory comments Success

has made.

. The Nazis espouse an enraging set of ideals -
|. foreign to a representative democracy. But they
 typically try to work within the bounds estab-

b lished by police. To get arrested would strip
«them of their best weapon — a stage.

Jewish or black residents would have every

- reason to bristle with hatred as they march by
| swastika-clad Nazls — and envision Hitler's

death camps or crumbling civit rights advances,

But ignoring the Nazis would be the best re-
sponse. Free speech — and the choice to ignore
whatever's said without reprisal — is what has
kept Nazism at bay in America.

. E DEPLORE their fundamental tencts

) -- white power, anti-Scmitism, de-
portation of blacks.

But one of America's cherished

liberties — freedom of expression -- gives them

F the right to assemble and spew their invective.

As long as they do it peacefully, the SS Action
Group, part of the American Nazi Party, has a
_right to counterdemonstrate an Oct. 15 peace
.march and rally for racial harmony in Farming-

:]. ton — a right city offlcials acknowledge.
«}+  To arbitrarily shut the neo-Nazls off Is as un-
- American as their “militant voice of white reve-

ution,” .
Their interest in the peace march isn’t clear.
In their letter to the city, they offered: “The pro-
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| Motives blur worthy goal. . .

< | FTTYHE MORE Derwin Success talks about
. I Love Force United’s planned peace

MEANWHILE, THE march is losing its local
support base as Success, a lay staff member at a
Highland Park church, pursues outside support.
Local support for Love Force United has scem-
ingly dropped off since he told the Observer that
Grand River could flow blood red after the
march.

Racial unity is a cause we decply believe in.
But thanks to Success’ mind games, we can't es-
tablish the exlent of racial discord in Farming-
ton. Police reports don’t substantiate a wide-
spread problem, Love Force United's sccret
meetings don't help.

We also don’t know why Success, while court-
ing 1,000 marchers, has been aloof toward the
Farmington police, who are trying desperately to
assure the peace march lives up to its billing.

Success owes it to the vast number of Farm-
ington residents who view him not as black but
just a neighbor to keep pre-march hype non-in-
flammatory.

Indeed, a locally rooted peace march could be
“a beautiful thing." But we fear a clash between
people from out of the area in the middle of
Grand River could reduce any racial-unity in-
roads to ashes. .

Love Force United, are you listening?

. . . free speech is cherished

white demonstration will be intended as a peace-
{ul response to an effort by known Marxist agita-
tors to provoke ractal violence in the normally
placid community of Farmington, Mich.”

Huh? What Marxist agitators?

Because the NAACP supports the march, the
SS Action Group, whose leaders resort to aliases,
views the counterdemonstration as vital to fight-
ing “the Communist In(luence.” .

The Communist connection escapes us.

Meanwhile, we abhor the group’s call “to wipe
out Zionism and every Jew who supports it"” and
to stop immigration “from non.white nations,"”

But the U.S. Constltution, which, ironically, the
group says it strives to uphold, epposes any sup-
pression of ideas.

hting drugs

Miore local action needed now

clear. If we want to rld our nation of
illegal drugs, it’s up to us.

If it’s war we want, we'll have to be
the ones who wage it — in our home towns and in
our homes. .

Though far-reaching, the president's proposal
is woefully short of money. Conslder this: the
federal government will spend just $32 for each
man, woman and child in its new war on drugs,
And that is with a $2.2 billfon increase.

‘The president’s speech set a moral tone. For
now, however, it’s up to us to put it into action.
Whatever our dlsagreements with the president’s
proposal, now is no time to be sitting on our
hands.

WHAT CAN be done to combat drugs? Plénty.

First, let’s not kid ourselves into belleving ille-
gal drugs are solely an urban problem.

If our suburban communities are free from
crack houses — and that point is debatable —
law enforcement officials agree that dealers live
here — even in the nicest of nelghborhoods,

Government officlals need to understand that.

Western Wayne County, for example, has a
multi-department police task force dedicated to
knocking down suburban drug kingpins. Unfor-
tunately, not every cornmunity contributes offi-

? RESIDENT GEORGE Bush's is

cers.

THIS ISN'T any time to slack off on communi-
ty pressure, either, Parents need to continue
spreading the word about the dangers of drug
abuse.

We know of one large suburban community
whose parental drug abuse task force has lapsed
into obscurity, .

But if it’s an anti-drug abuse message we are
sending, that message should be clear.

We know of another parental task foree that
financed antl-drug abuse programs through a
cocktail party fund-raiser — without scelng the
irony In its actton.

Our proposed solutions are these:

We call on area police to redouble cooperative
efforts, And we call on Jocal clected officials to
come forth with the money and manpower to
make those efforts a success.

Also we call'on all of us to re-cxamine our own
behavior, Are we, like that parents group, send-
ing mixed messages?

But if we shouldn't kid ourselves about subur-
ban drug abuse, then nelther should we kid our.
sclves that these steps, alone will be successful.

‘They, and the initial level of federal spending,
eslablish a beachhead, not a war,

We call on area police to redouble
cooperative efforts. And we call
on local elected officials to come
forth with the money and
manpower to make those efforts
a success,

WHILE LOCAL police can be wonderfully ef-
fective in bringing down local pushers, they can't
be expected to wage war against sophisticated
South American cartels,

While parental guldance can help a child
choose not to use illegal drugs, it is no substitute
for the professlonal guidance needed for those
children who have already made that choice.

And while clear, unambiguous anti-drug mes-
sages may work for suburban youths, it might
not prove enough for urban youths trapped In
poverty with no jobs or any on the horizon.

Make no mistake, we belicve President Bush's
program should be ratified by Congress. But it's
only a start. We challenge Congress to come up
with more money — without cheating programs
designed to benefit poor Amerlcans, as has been
charged of the president’s plan. o

FINDING THE $1.8 billion necessary to pay
for last year's Antl-Drug Abuse Act is a start.
Just $1 billion has been apprdpriated of the $2.8
billion authorized.

But more money will be needed not only to
punish the pusher but also to treal the victim,

The president has called drug users, even ca-
sual ones, a major part of the problem. Dealers
wouldn't deal, he argues, if users didn‘t buy.

But -health care professionals believe there
must be more money to get users off drugs.

There is a natlonal cry for a balanced ap-
proach: one part law enforcement, another part
education and yet another part treatment.

We spend- billlons on weapons to protect us
from outside attack, yet we're bleeding internal-
ly. What enemy cver devastated as many lives as
illegal drugs? What enemy ever wasted 50 much
human potential?

President Bush has given all of us aur march-
ing orders. And we should foliow them.

But the president and Congress must reallze
that while it's war we want, we can't win it with-
oul their support.

L AND I WANTALL .
YOU SUBURBANITESTO

ENLIST AS MY FOOT SOLDIERS

IN THIS DRUG WAR.

L

" begal
{VE AUWAYS
WANTED TOBE AN’
CTRICER.

Faxon went overboard
in calling circuit judge

NEVER LOST for words, staic
Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
HIls, went too far In speaking out as
a board member for Boys Repubtle.

The glib veteran lawmaker had no
business calllng Oakland County Cir-
cult Judge Jesslca Cooper as she
prepared to rule on a motlon filed by
the embatiled hame for juvenlle of-
fenders In Farmington Hllls.

At a hearing on Aug. 29, Cooper
dlsctosed that Faxon, who she char-
acterized as a dear friend, had called
her to discuss the merits of the mat-
ter before her,

She also disclosed that she moved
up the hearlng one week because of
Faxon's call.

To her credit, Cooper made these
two disclosures (rom the bench. She
then affirmed her abliity to fairly
judge the case, but volunteered to
ask the chlef judge to reassign it
elther attorney objected.

When neither side objected, she
ruled In favor of Boys Republic, lift-
ing & clty-imposed, stop-work order
for building renovations on the
wooded, 80-acre site at Nine Mile
and Inkster.

Cooper ruled that the city council
should have sent the Jand use dispute
that prompted the siop-work order
to the board of zoning appeals — a

ing Boys R matter wrongly

position I've held ever since the dls-
pute became public In August,

THE CITY council had halted
building renovatlons until it could
determine if the new assessment
program not only was a new land
use but also was drawing boys more
dangerous than those in the existing
treatment program. ¢

T can't knock Cooper’s decision.
She had little to ponder, based on the
clty's curiously weak defense of the
stop-work order.

1 also can't fault Faxen for ad-
dressing the dispute when the city
council hosted a public hearing on
Aug. 28. It was clear, to me anyway,
that he was there as a spokesman for
Boys Republic — a private, nonpro-
fit, soclnl servlce agency subsidized
by the state Department of Social
Services.

But Faxon is a statc senator.

S0 calling the judge about a pend-

pollticlzed the dispute. Maybe he
wasn't tryéng to Influence her ruling.
But it surc seemed otherwise,

In my vlew, he blatantly over-
stepped the bounds of good judgment
whlle In (ke role of a concerned Boys
Republic director.

IF IT'S assigned to sher, Judge
Cooper has no chalee, as [ see it, but
to refraln from hearing Boys Repub-
1lc’s pending lawsuit to win damages
stemming from the stop-wark order.
If she hears the case, cries of bias
from the publlc could resuit.

Let there be no mistake, Cooper
showed a lot of moxie In disclosing
her talk with Faxon, Not every judge
would be 50 open.

But if she were to rule on the
pending lawsuit, some might tle it
Inextricably to Faxon's poarly timed
call,

Steering clear Is the only way
Judge Cooper can assure that per-
sonalitles don’t muddle a judicial
ruling that could cost the cily of
Farmington HIllls upwards of
$50,000.

You sure barked up the wrong tree
inthls instance, Mr. Senator! —,  °

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum
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Musioiéns
say thanks

To the editor:

Musiclans of the North Farming-
ton Band & Orchestra thank the en.
tire community for thelr support In
thelr returnable bottle and can drive
held Sept. 9. -

Muslc students canvassed the
North Farmington area from 8 a.m.
untll 2 p.m., and for their cfforts, a
total of $2,783.30 was raised.

Procceds of this drive go toward
extra musle and music instructlon,
indlvidunl student acéounts which
offset expenses for equipment, band
camp tuition and the Summer 1990
Germany Festlval trip.

On behalf of the North Farming-
ton Band & Orchestra Boosters, we,
once again, apprectale your support,

North Farmington iigh School
Band & Orcbestra

March could
spur trouble-

To the editor:

In light of the recent, unfortunate
involvemont of the SS Actlon Group
in the planned march of Love Force
United, I urge Love Force United to
reconslder Uts declsion to march on
Ocl. 15, not as a sign of defeat or

Stevo Barnaby managing editor

Bick Isham general manager

Judith Doner Berne assistant managing editor

Richard Brady director ol adverlising
Frod Wright direcior of circutation

weakness, but rather to head aff any
possible confrontatlon and patentlal
violence that may result. N

In Mr, Success’ own oplnlon, this Is
a very real possibility, Please, for
the sake of this peaceful town, do not

march,

In hls falled attempt to sell his
home, Mr, Success saw the hand of
God, He sald, “The Lerd is telllng me
to stay and fight rather Lhan to move
away." But is It posglble that God
may be glving another, even strong-
or message now?

There are other waya to combat
discrimination. A bigot I3 a blgot.
Marching may raise awareness, but
it ks not apt to change anyone’s view-
point. If anything, it could add fuel
to the fire.

The city councll may not have a
cholce In grantlng the SS Actlion
Group a permit to march.

We, the cltizens of Farmington
and Farmington Hills, however, do
have a cholce of whether to watch
these misgulded fools do their thing
and provide the audlence that they
seek, or to stay home and not give
them the satlsfaction of our pres-
ence, . .

Let them have thelr march all by
themselves. It is no fun to play to an
empty house. N

If (he Nozis do march, I urge cv-
eryone to stay away from the out-
lined route on Oct. 15, between 3-8

pm.

Mr. Success, I dare say to you that
the vast majority of the people are
sympathetle toward you and your

e Dbigeruer & Eccentric Newspapers sm——

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginian presidont

family and wish you nothing but the
best in your quest to peacefully co-
exist, something most of us take for
granted. N

_ Having llved under the Nazi Re-
gime in Germany all of my child.
hood and eatly tecns, I feet qualificd
to express this oplnion: We must re-
sist the urge to confront these SS
troublemakets, There ks no point to
It. 1t is all too obvious that reason
and logic will never prevall with
them, as it is beyond their limited

scope. <,

It is for this reason' 1 am appealing
to Mr. Success and Lave Force Unit-
ed. Let us not participate on Oct. 15
and turn a peaceful march Into a
three-ring circus or worse.

Helga Miller,
Farmington Hills

Keep home
as it was

To the edltor:

As homeawners and $axpayers, we
are totally agajnst turning Boys Re-
public into & prison. It was built for
{lrst-time offenders, not felons. .

We belleve It {the new asscssment
program) is against the zoning code.
Also, we do not llke the underhanded
way in which thls came about.

PBllp Abdo,
Jean Abdo,
Farmingtan ills




