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‘Cattle call’
gets actor in
as a dancer

By¥ictor E. Swanson
spooinl writer

ARtor Todd Heughens, a former
Trqy, resldent, couldn't get an audl-
tlonr for a role In “Flddier on the
Roof” but with ingenulty, be man-
aged to become a dancer in the
shaﬂ

ddler,” which opens Tuesday at
the Fox Theatre in Detroit, stars To-
polsivho played the lead role in the
movie verslon of “Fiddler on the
Roof,” released by United Artists
Plcluru in November 1972.

“The producers (of the stage pro-
duction) were worried that everyone
whq;was interested in seelng ‘Fid-
dlerhad already seen it,” Heughens
said”during receat telephone Inter-
viesw from Cincinnati, where the pro-
duction was playlng.

“But they want to sce it again —
done right. They've all scen the din-
ner-Theater and communlty theater
proflictions, and now they want to
sceshe guy (Topol) from the movie.”

“FIDDLER” RUNS through Sun-
day;;Sept. 24, at the Fox, Besides
belgg one of the dancers, Heughens
alsounderstudics the part of Mendel,
the Rabbl's son. As Heughens sald, “I
wag"hired as a dancer — slash ~
understudy.”

He was nearly not hired at all for
the production.

“I.was out of town working In Cin-
clnnat], which Is where I am right
nowy when they (the producers) were
hnlding princlpal calls, auditions for
theJeading roles, and I had my agent
subpplt me anyway, and I was think-
Ing-} could always fly in." Flatly he
5a1d5"Th ey didn't want to see me for
any®f the roles.”

Dgtermined to get a part,
Heughens attended a cattle call for
the,show when he returned to New
York.

“There were about 250 guys audi-
llonlng as dancers, and by the end of
theiday, there werc maybe 80 left.
They called us back for another day,
and-throughout the day — the slx-
hour audltion — they weeded it
down to clgm. 1's a pretty grueling
proess.

Whn(’s surprising is that Heughens
got-a part without really knowlng
much about “Fiddler on-the Roof.”
“I findn't even seen ‘Fiddler’ — the
mogje or the play — before I audi-
tioned for it,” he sald.

Kiughen.l explained, as simply as
ht.- $buld, what “Flddler on the Roof"

s gpout. “The sterylloe has to do
willy this man. Tevye (pluyedlby 'I!;:

Todd Haughenas is a dancer in
'Fiddler on the Rool.”

be set up with men chosen by a
matchmaker . . . The third daughter
falls [n love with a Russlan — a non-
Jew-, . . and he just can’t deal with
that, He {Tevye) says, ‘1 gan only
bend so far before I break!’

‘Heughens described the produc-
tion as “almost a perfect muslcal.”
He added, “It really gets to the
heart. It's very funny and very mov-
ing. And, certainly, Topol docs a
wonderful job with it.”

ALSO IN THE CAST Is Ruth
Jaroslow, who plays — as she has
far many stage productions over Lhe
last 20 years — Yente. Roz Harrls,
who Jained the cast In Cinclanatl, is
Tevye's wife. In the 1971 movie, she
was one of the daughters, Zeitel.

So far, the preduction has been on
the road for about 12 weeks, It's
scheduled for a 40-weck tour of the
country, which bas alrcady taken it
to audiences in such cities as San
Francisco, where it opened; Seattle,
Vancouver (Canada), Los Angeles,
and Kansas Clty,

“We'ré supposed to end up on
Broadway, That's what they keep
saying,” he sald.

However, Heughens did say he
was iz an off-off Broadway show,
“Blg Rlver,” a Huckleberry Finn
musical, that was expected — by the
cast — to go to Broadway a few
years ago. It did not.

He also appeared In a well-
recelved production at Ford's The-
atre in Washington, D.C., called “The
Hot Mikado,” which looked as if it
would go to Broadway.

“They had Broadway In mind and
it {“The Hot Mikado') was 2 huge hit
in Wnshlnglnn, and we were given

polfiand hi

thrie daughlcrs. and through the
shoy each of them ends up falling in
tove, and Tevye has to deal with
them wanting to spend the rest of
thelr lives with these three men,
when the traditlon (s that they would

opening dates (and} re-
hearsal dates and everything. I
wasn't living ia New York at the
time, and they sald, ‘Well, you better
find an apartment!’ And I did, and 1
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ITTING BACK in a comfort-
able lounge chakr in the lob-
by of the St. Regis, a casu-

dressed, long-baired
Rlchm'd Jay-Alexander declared,
“Detroit makes me nervous.”
“There aro no guarantees in this
business. I don’'t come In here
cocky, sure of myself, thinking that
we can't lose, I have been told that
this Is a great theater town but
am not ready to cash in my chips.”
Jay-Alexander was still jet-
lagged {rom hls flight from Las
Vegas the night before. The associ-
ate dlrector and exccutive pro-
ducer of what has become the most
successful muslcal at all time, “Les

“Les Miserables,” the most successtul musical of all time,
held its opening night Wednesday at Detrolt's Fisher Theatro,
It is expected to run at least through the end of the year. The

‘Les
Will it be a smash hit here, 1007

Fisher Thealrc. rendy fur lhc first

sh
world,

% S
has five casts in Norlh America and 17 casts around the

“Les M!t" p]nycd lor nine
months In Boston, six months in
Philadelphla and six months in Chl-
cago. There are flve casts pow

playing North ‘America.and 17 -

casts around the world. The Broad.
way production costs $4-% miilion
but recouped the Investment In
only 23 weeks. It now records
weekly profits of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for the show's Eng-
lish producer Cameron Mackin-
tosh. As mastermind of “Cats,”
“Les Mlz, and “Phantom of the
QOpera,” Mackintosh is the most
pawerful producer anywhere.

“MACKINTOSH WOQULD have
been here if he could have,” added
Jay- Al “I talk with blm

he talked abmn hls show. cht
door, the sets had been hung at the

Locals appear

Several area residents are ap-
pearlng In the cast of “Les Miser-
ables” at the Fisher Theatre

Traveling with the show are Jen-
aller Naime, originally of Farm-
ington, who plays Eponlne, and
Dan Cooney, originally of West-
land, who is In the chorus.

every day. Hc L1 really quite slmple
and baslc. He loves his work and Is

. ¢ oy
in ‘Les Mis

During the Detrolt run, Joe De-
nawelz, 11, of West Bloomfleld al-
ternates In the role of the street ur-
chin Gavroche, and Laura Bouno of
Sterling Helghts, whose famlly is
moving to Rochester Hills, alter-
nates with two other glrls In the
rales of young Cosct(n and young
Eponinc.

.. 'There are n

buslnesa. 1don’t

come in here cocky,

sure of mysell,

thinking that we can’t

lose.’

— Richard Jay-Alexander
associate director

very accessible.”

Jay-Alexander arrived In town
for 10 days, to rehearse the cast be-
fare going lo London for the open-
lng of Mm:kinlosh ’s newest musleal

“Miss Sajgon.”

“When I went to London to inter-
view for thls job, T thought I blew
the interview. 1 did not speak
French. 1 hadn't seen the show.
‘That night I went to the Palace and
cried my eyes out,” he sad.

Jay-Alexander does thc casting
for the American productions. Last

week he cast 47 parts. He has
worked with at Jeast 20 Fantles,
the character wha sings one of the
show's most pop\dar numbers, “I
Dreamed a Drca

“You can't plny ‘the part unless
you belt,” said Jay-Alexander, who
went on ta explain how much of the
color and flncsse of Patti LuPonc's
valee In the English recording was
produced In the recording studlo.
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FREE BANQGUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Mazican of Americsn Culzsine

24366 GRAND RIVER
@ Blocks W. of Telegraph) « 537-1450

[a]

Pearl’s
Garden
Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners  Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM

Sat, 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward » Birmingham

644-2913

*Del R
50 Kiisxs?zed
: Guest Room
Friday, Saturday or
Sunday Nights

Based On Single Occupancy
*$10.00 each additiona adult

RAMADA HOTEL
SOUTHFIELD

28225 TELEGRAPH RD.
(Just South of 12 Mile Rd.)

MANAGEMENT’S GONE CRAZY

AUTUMN SALE

OVERSTOCKED WEEKEND GETAWAY...*55% ...
Enjoy your day at the Hampton Inn. Then dine at
*Meriwethers Rostaurant. After dinner lay back &
rolax while watching a first run movie in your own
deluxe room.

. Merlwalhars glit certificato vnluo '20“’
ocated 2 mies rom Holel on Telegraoh

LIQUIDATION WEEKEND SALE....sa [+ L.

You can enjoy the Hampton Inn [ncluding our many
amenitles,

Both nc!

Large [ndoor Pool. wn mpool. Patio, Comploto Exercim
Roam, Frea local calis, cable, showtime and much more.
***>Advanco reservations nocossary

***Avallable only Friday, Snturdpy, or Sundaynlght!

***No other discounts opply.

** *Basod on avalloblilty.,

For Reservations Call

356-5500 :

Hampton Inn Southficld
27500 Northwostarn Hvry.

(Easiol Tolograph}
- Southtiol -

oxpiren 103083




