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Dinner and musical revue b@th exceptional

Performances of the R:
Players dinner theater produc-
tion of “There Is a Beautiful
Land" continue Saturday-Sunday
at the playhouse in Troy. Dinner
is at 6:30 pm. and performance

at 8 on Saturday, dinner at 1:30

p.m. and performance at 3 on
Sunday. For ticket information,
éall044-8328,

By Helon Zucker
spoclal writer

~:Ridgedale Players’ venture into
dinner theater is a smashing success.
Years of working together have
turned this troupe into a band of peo-
ple who read each other’s minds,
+Only a company so cohesive could
produce 50 pleasant and animated an
e. And only

‘tram the entlre company could Pro-
duce players who move easlly from
cooking to waillng on tables (o sing-
ing a well-reticarsed revue,

Lots of thought has gene inte the
meil as well as into the funny blix
tbat “enliven the songs. There arc
‘white linen tablecloths, red and pink
carnatlons and large goblets on each
table, The bubbly punch and cheese
Fanapes are a nice start. The salad ls
risp and the crolssants are fresh

d hot. The entree, tender chicken
‘Kiev, with wild rice, and green beans
with mushrooma, (s startlingly good.
-Il‘s as if you went hame for Sunday
dinner and your mother had pre-
sparéd your favorlte meal,
: You don't have to rise and go up-
stalrs or downstalrs for the show,
“Lights dim and the deft wailers and
swaltresses have changed thelr out-
“fits aind are onstage singlng “There
7Is o Beautlful Land.” Created and dl-
srected by Dan See, the show is a

-

lies b and bert Grimm,
Bm Glace, Mike Elbert and Bob
Balderson get a chance to make ev-
eryone laugh. Liz Walters, who has a.
sweet volce; Genle . Garner, and
Gwen Elbert take us into *Do You
Know the Way to San Jose?” and the
company docs good ensemble work

medley of great tunes that takes us
across Amerlea,

THE TRIP beglns with a nlce ren-
ditlon of “Manhattan™ by Genle
Gamer and Bob Baldeson and moves
on (o the spirited “Rhode Island Is
Famous for You' “Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvanla” features wonderful
tap danclng by talented Julle and
Jack Tillotson, while Bll) Glace does
the vocals. Renee Sanger, looking
like the girl everyone wants (o take
to the prom, follows with the beautl-
ful “Moonlight in Vermont." Dan
Fuller, who has a tovely way with a
ballad, glves us “Oh, Susannah,” “By
The Time I Get to Phoenix™ and
other treats along the way.

Show stoppers belong to musical
director Kerry Price and a ball of
fire named Gwen Elbert. Price belts
out “Hard-Hearted Hannah” while
pounding away at the plano and
manages o rouse the house to crles
of “Bravo"” In mid-show. Elbert hasa
well-modulated volee; she runs ef-
fortlessly up and down the scales,
Elbert s very [unny, tromplng
around in L.L. Bean waterproof
boots and evening gown while sing-
Ing "Swamps of Home,” and her la-
dles-in-walting provide great
backup.

Mnry Jo Wlison has a volco that's
right up there. She adds to every
number she appears in, and ends one
of the best numbers in the show,

t:able. talk

Chili prizes

For the very first time, one tcam
.of chill eooks took flrst prize for best
chilf, ns well as an award for show-
-manshlp, on Sunday at the 11th an-
"nual Michlgan Chill Cookoff at the
Lark restaurant in West Bloomfield.

Frank Klancnik of Walled Lake
was awarded first prize for his
“Smoke In the Hole Chili, He will rep-
:resent Michigan at the World
- Cockoff on Sunday, Oct. 22, at the
rabandoned Tropice Gold Mine in
QCall[emla 's Mojave Desert,

Second prize went to Kathlcen
..tmmmlm of Birmingham, who sald
“3he bod entered the contest for Lhe

- last alx years but was a winner this
* year for the flrst time.
= Third-prize wlnner was Joe
‘Swiderskl of Wyandotte. Other
winners were Lou Filippl of Bliss-
+ fleld and Alan Fablan of Woodhaven,
+ wha'tied for fourth place.

The Smoke In the Hole group got
flrst prize for showmanshlp, with its
entertalnment that tncluded rap
singlng and a band, Award for best
boath went to Fabtan of Woodhaven,
whose booth had a smoking volcano
serving up chill. Klanenik’s Smoke in
the Hole came in second for best
booth,

The judges — myself included —
agreed that this year's chill contest-
anis made the [inest chllis that had
ever been offered at Mary and Jim
Lark's competltion.

Procecds go for 10 $1,000 scholar-
ships, awarded to culinary arts stu-
dents. Among area reclplents are
Howard Farris of Rochester Hills,
Cullnary Institute of America; Don-
ald Harwood of Plymouth, School-
craft College; Jeffrey LaBlne of Can-
ton, Schoolcraft Cotlege; Jerry
Painter of Westland, Oakland Com-
munity College, and Brian Tamm of
Llvonia, Schoolcraft College.

— Ethel Simmons

“Ovcrseas Medley,"” with
heartstopplng hit lrem "Ball Hal! 5
I'd have tlked to hear Wilson sing all
of “South Paciflc.

Debble Goody does a marvelous
“Qver the Rainbow,” Goody is anoth-
er strong volce ameng the many In
thls revue, "“The Yellow Rose of Tex.
as,” Is one of the most finished, ltve-

on “San F " By the ead of
Act T, the cast has touched down on
Lhe 3,000 miles !Iul make up the
“Beautiful Land.”

Intermission brings coﬂec oand &
dessert, a rich, mmy, cream-filled
cannoll

girl, Jullanne West, who atays on-
stage during ‘the show, learning
about the USA through it musie,
didn't need explanation.

ACT I is fast, strong, moving and
often funny, It pays tribute to the
Midwest with a nod to the Far West
and winds up with a rousing paean to
America, “Iowa Stubborn" is a neat
plece of Americans, “Chicago” Is
{unny, (uwugh the slides of the
Chirylser Bullding and the sweep of
the Bridge on the slides

On opeaing night, a c.ut member ex-
plalned that the alides that weat with
the show hadn't worked, 1 hadn’t

g
above the stage right made me dlz-
zy. Last time I looked, the building
and the bridge were both In New
York. Who knowa? In this era of rap-

id change, maybe they were moved
while I wasa’t looking).

Bob Balderson does a nice Job with
“Hello, Detroit.” Though the sunllt
slldes of the Ren Cen — lookiog as If
it bad floated downriver acd at-
tached Itself, like a large, round bar-
nacle to the Detroit waterfront —
were distracting.

Producer Dawa Hooper, the entire
cast, Jock and Jan Bames, the prop
people (who rounded up all the pitch-
forks, sus; hats and what-
nots) Michael Panich and Bob
Garer on lights, Carl Stewart on
drums, Rob Jedd on bass guitar, and
especially Kerry Price are to be con-
gratalated.
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t -~ OUR DINNER SPECIALS
~ ARE DEDICATED
TO EARLY BIRDS.

Early Bird Dinnces at the

Guest Quartess’ Suite Hotel
.getyoureveningstarted right.
o . Withaspecial price ffom our .
IR EarlyBidmenu.. * ., 10 .

Choose from ain array !

o , of sumptuous entrees, sérved
. . with a fresh selad or soup .-
du four, a beverage and des-
sert, Thensit back ahd enjoy
the food and buuuful
3 ) surroundings. -

Comein and bean

. - . carly b!nl You'll be winging
g - )uurway 'to the best dinncer
dealyet,

DAILY EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

5:016:30p.m.
9‘)5 tnedpacerlon

Candgraruities

GUEST
UARTERS
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THE RTRIUM CAFE
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missed them. The device of a young

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and g of our earliest

. Sophlsllcmed paople who know MexIcan food eat here.

. We were the first with cur own style Nacho - and coplnd
by many,

. Independent and family owned, /

. We have recently remodeled and expanded and nfdud 4

Japanese Steak House

FREE
BIRTHDAY
Sh2) DINNER

HERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,
YOU CAN CUT THEM WITH A STICK
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more [tems to our menu,

P it * REN CEH (adjacent to Tho Westin Hotol) 567-5800
et | %ﬁ?xnn g)]l Féaglane Cente o er) 533-3200
'ost Blg Beaver Roa: ©640-8340
TRIN) & CARMENS LA TAMILIA Martinez FARMINGTON HILLS {across from Novi Hilton) . 348-7800
1715 N. Tolagraph Rd. 843 Woodward Ava, Orargann HILLE (e ovi Hilton)
332-8851 338-8477 TremresimTT AL TSI )

Whether you like Zrench or ialan, Oricnol, German,
5 Mexican of the speciaitics of Canada, you're going 1o
tike lunch of dinner downtown, close to shops and

entertainment, and that geeat waterfront view of

) whltmmuh'sa N
perfect afiemioon of sightsecing,
antique-hunting. lonchar 7

:wcrfmmmumm awilk

Looking for 2 great linke French-Canadian restauzznt
1hat you can ga back to time and again? Try
Chez Gylizne, 5 minutes from downtown, at

1880 Wyzndotte East. Shrimp, scallops and crab with
creamy wine sauce, fack of lamb sance madeira and
Mousse auchocolzt are specialiics you'll enjoy at

Chicz Gy liane.
Don't buy 2y fur before you shop and
compare at Consanting Furs,
Welcome 1o Windwor's newest $31 Ouctlcte downiown., .. where

hotcl, the Compri, It right o0
the wateefront, two doors

down from Cleary Auditorium.
11 features luxurios guest

!h:mslmwm\:prm [ \f
Constantini Furs: where fur ,'3"‘ %7
lzshnwmﬂndmbepm f

Rucsts.

[t's an old-fashioned country fair and it's calicd the Iatcrnational Plowing Maich, 600 cxhibitors
o0 100 2cTe{, from Sepiember 19 through 23, You'll ikz the folk dancing. the big dealt bones, the
sounds of sram-tractoss and 2 beany farm dinnce. Or shop for posiery and glass, wooder
rocking honn wildlife carvings and handmade quilts. 8 mikes €251 of Windsor 01 County road 42,
Informuation nvailable at the Ontasio Travel
Information Cenice

&ESSEX

Windsor and surrounding Essex County: the perfect
place for shopping, dining and special events.

If your shopping, plans include hockey equipment, be
sure to sce National Sports Centre at Devonshire Mall on
Howard Avenue. . .with great prices, Guaranteed Fit

Wina Weekend! B

Policy and Windsor's largest sclection: everything you D el or catl o enter the drawing foran a
need to play the game, sold and serviced by people who oveenight stay. Oaly one entry per famlly R
are hockey players 100, I pleasc Ofter enis 1130785,

On the way home, don't forget to stop at the Duty g 1-800-265-3633 ]
Free Shop, on the Canadian side of the Windsor-Deteoit | xume. n
tunnel, for savings up to fifty pereent on Lladro figur- g A 8
ines. . . plus fashionable Fendi Swiss watches, exclusive Gy e
perfumes tike Shalimar, Lancome skitt care products, g e 3
gifts, souvenirs and your favorite Canadian beer! 4] Jaalo Vo D 80t €. 9]

' The best thing to do.after any visit to Windsor is plan A NE—_E
the next one, It's easy. Just say, “‘Let’s go to Windsor" . I E3 &3 oW B |

Want more Information? Cll Chz Gyllane, (319) 256-E381; Comprd Hixel, ($19)977: 9777 Constanin Furs, (319) 255-7135; Downtawa
Dusiness Associatlon, (819) 252:5723: Duty Free Shop, (313) 961-0048; tntemnational Plowing Match, (§19) 776-7361; Natlonal Sports Cerure,
($19)969-2526; South Shore Tourism, LUty Meler, (519) 322 2565 Sponsored by the Conventlon & Visltors Bureau of Windsot, Exsex County &
Pelee IsTand, .
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