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Jennifoer Kicl gots a hug from coach John Barrett after setting a
course record at Willis Pl_lrk in Walled Lake Tuesday. Sce story

on Page 2D,

By CJ. Rlsak
staf writer

it dida't make any scnse. Wayne
*  State was attacking a team with one
»  of the worst pass defenses around In
1988; opponents averaged nearly 200
acrlal yards a game against Saginaw
Valley State’s porous defenders last
scason.

And the Tartars’ battle plans were
formulated around the suddenly pop-
ular run-and-shoot offense, a scheme
that roplaces the tight end and full-
back with (wo addltional wide
recelvers. The passing formatlon s
suppesed to result in a wide-open,
high-scoring affalr.

It’s true that what happencd last
year hardly matters this year., But
consider that two of the Cardinals’
four defensive, backlfleld starters
agalnst WSU had never started pre-

viously.
. Add it all together, and it would
. seem to spell trouble — BIG trouble
; —forSVSU. .

SO WHAT happened?
N The Tartars' veteran quarterback,
. Mlke Grennler, was a paltry seven-
+  of-16 passing for 54 yards, WSU had
:  justeight completions in 19 attempts
for 63 yards in the game.

Which explains why SVSU won
* easlly, 24-6, Saturday.

Experlence, it scems, Isn't every-
thing. Chad Burgess Is a perfect ex-
ample. A Farmington Harrison grad-
uate, Burgess has been In college
about two weeks. In an era when
mast football players are redshirted
a3 freshmen and don't step onto the
playing fleld untll their third year in
echool, Burgess Is startlng at free
safety In his first season at SVSU.

“1 didn't expect to start at firat,”
he sald after a game in which his
open-fletd tackllng was as Impres-
slve as his pass defense (he made six
tackles, one for a Joss),

“EVERYTHING IS going prelly
well, but thoy’re a lot faster (in col-
lege) than thoy were in high school.”

A year, ago, Burgess was )ighting
up defenders as a pass recelver for

urgess’grid
_gets passing

Chad Burgess
made college debut

Harrison’s Class B state champlons,
He teammed with Bryan Wauldron
to give the Hawks a superb offen-
sive-defensive  combinatlon; both
were recelvers and defenslve backs
(Wauldron is now a wide recelver at
Eastern Michlgan).

Burgess has no illuslons about hls
status, He reallzes opposing quarter-
backs are golng to test a freshman,

“I know they're gelng to como at
me,” he sald. “But the team's there,
and that helps. I'm already starting
to teel moro comfortablo.

“T guess I'm golng to have to work
a lot harder, though.”

FOR ONE of his defensive back-

field mate3, the struggle to reach the
starting lincup has been longer but
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Redford Catholic Central and
Brighton, two of the metro arca's
perenlally outstanding eross country
teams, were the Division III (largest
school) winnces of the The 25th annu-
al West Bloomfield Invitational

Invite

Cross. .
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Cross Country Meet held at

Marshbank Park In West

There were three divi-

] More cross country, 2D

sions for both boys and girls.

Catholle Central won the 20-team
boys meet with 100 points, finlshing
Just ahead of Monroe with 118
polnts. Traverse City was third with
139, DcLa Salle fourth with 147 and
Troy fiith with 156,

CC's Mike Sheridan placed first
overall In the Divislon III race with
a time of 16:46.2. John Rottenberk
and David Eick were fourth and
fifth, respectively, with times of
17:19.6 and 17:23.8.

In the Dlvislon III glrls meet,
Brighton dominated with 86 polnts.
Traverse Clty was second with 132
palnts, followed by Cllo with 144. Ro-
chester Adams and Troy were ninth
and 10th respectlvely, Farmington
Hills Qur Lady of Mercy was 14th
and Troy Athens placed 15th,

Kristi Wink of Brighton won the

glrls race with a time of 20:52.7 and

' Monroe's Katle Woodrulf was sce-

ond In 21:014. Tracy Roblnson of
Adams was sixth In 21:14.7,

The Divislon II boys winner was
Holly with 53 points and Milford
Lakeland was second with 92 polnts,
Farmington placed fifth and North
Farmington scventh in the 19-team
dlvision.

“The top [ndlvldual flnishers were
Farmington's Ben Goba in 16:51.3,
and Andover's Jon Fry In 18:56.6,
Holl's Todd Hi3l was third in 17:01.4,

debut
grade

no less impressive. Brian Tiller, a
third-year sophomore, carned his
starting spot at the short-side
cornerback by beating out senlor
Larry Washington — a second-team
all-Great Lakes Intercolleglate Ath-

. letle Conti erence selectlon in ‘83,

Tiller had to lcarn to play defense.
At Plymouth Salem, he was a tall-
back and quatterback.

“They converted me to defense
when 1 came up here,” he sald. He
worked hls way Into a part-time
starter’s role last scason, but enter-
ng the 89 campalgn nothing was as-
sured for him.

“I didn't have (a startlng position)
coming into camp,” Tiller said, "I
just tock It day by day.”

He also knows there's no guaran-
tee he will keep his spot. “I'm just
going to have to keep working hard.”

THEIR IIARD work apparently
pald off against WSU. The run-and-
shoot offense s supposed to confuse
defenders, who aren't used to seeing
four fleet wide recclvers zipping
across the field. Also, the Tartars
tricd to keep their adeption of the
run-and-shoot a seeret, to surp:
SVsU.

The last ploy dldn't work. “We
heard about It through thi
vine,” satd Tiller, Burgess added,
“We worked on it during camp.”

Still, last scason the SVSU de-
fenders were well-briefed on oppos-
Ing olfenses, and they were atlll vic-
timlized for 197 yards a game.
year, the pressure 13 on Lhe Cardinal
defense. The offense is solid with the
backfleld landem of Kevin Mitchell
and Rob Cook, both of whom gained
more than 1,000 yards rushing In '88,
returning. :

But the defense must improve af-
ter surrendering an average of 340
yards and 28 peints o gamo Jast sea-
sop, & major reason the Cardinals
fnished 4-5. -

“We knew comlng Into the season
we were golng to have to work 83 &
unit,” sald Tiller. How weil that unit
meshes the rest of the scason could
make a difference in the GLIAC
race, .

e grape-

“He's one of the best In the state,”
sald Farmington coach Jerry Young
of Goba.

The Dlvision II glrls winner was

host West Bloomfield with 64 polnts,
Swartz Creck was second with 87
points while . Farmington placed
third wiih 88 polnts. North Farming-
ton was scventh and Blrmingham
Seaholm el~*th,

North Farmington's Llsa Rives
was the top glrls Divislon II winner
In 20:07.3. Julle Banks of Utlca was
second (20:27.3) while Jennifer Kicl
of Farmlington was third (20:47.7).

Stacy Abbott of West Bloom!lcld
{fourth), Alllson Dainof Seaholm
{seventh), Jennifer Derwlnski of
Farmington {cighth) and Amy Fldel-
man of West Bloomfleld (ninth) were
other local runners placing among
the top 10. -

The 18-team Diviston I boys race
(smallest schools) was won by
Sturgls with 60 polats. Saline was
second with 78. Joe Cronely and Bri-
an Smith of Sturgis were the top two
runners.

Marysville was the Division I girls
winner with 70 polnts, Sallne took
second and Divine Child third,
Bloomfield Hills Andover nlnth and
Livonia Ladywood was §5th.. .

Amy Balint of Divine Child won in
2111
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Bon Goba was the Individual winnor in tho Division Il race Sat
urday at the West The Falcons were
fifth in the team standings.

OF SOUTHFIELD IN COOPERATION WITH
THE
Gbgerver & Eccentric
NEWSPAPF_RS
1S PROUD TO PRESENT

SEPT. 17

SEPT. 20

( HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL | .

'ROCHESTER vs. WEST BLOOMFIELD
WATCH IT ON CHANNEL 11 '

THIS WEEK:

|| LA:30 P-M.
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