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‘It can be quite a parking

Trying for
better flow

Continued from Page 1

Talloring a road to salisfy each
community through which it runs is
the focus of the Oakland County
Road Comamission's traffic man-
agement program, spokesman
John Joy said,

The commission is installlng
computer-operated traffic signals
loh::cltcr control traffle flow, he
sald.

also are p
programs such as California’s
“Pathflnder,” a network of compu-
terized signs that alert motorists to
tl‘lllgﬂc snarls down the road, Joy
sald.

THE COMMISSION hopes such
alternatives will help ease the traf-
fle crunch where money cannol,

“We have a budget of $60 milllon
o year and a $94¢ million prob-
lem,” Joy sald. “There isa't the
money to widen all the roads, and
there lsn't the desire everywhere to
widen them. We're trylng to work

Emergencies require sa

By Phillp A. Sherman
stall writer

“The traffic’s bad, I bitch about
it. But I dom't think we ecver
stapped moving in my history as
a paramedic.”

— Tom Gahan, president,
Paramed Ambulance

With traffic the way it is In Oak-
1and County, it's not unfair to won--
der if someone in the back of an am-
bulance died of a traffic fam instead
of a heart attack.

But Gahan says that hasn't hap-
pened and isn't lkely to. That
doesn’t mean he thinks traffle prob-
lems will improve. A smoker, Gahan
Just exhales and shakes his head
when he thinks about tralflc in
Southfield. To him, it’s the worst In
Oakland County.

He should know. As president of
Paramed, he oversees 200 emergen-
cy medleal technicians, paramedlcs
and support stalf members.

Paramed aud its subsidlaries, Rlv-
erside, Fleet and Suburban ambu-
lance companles, cover all of Qak-
land County. They average 175 calls
daily. The goal is to get the patient,
as rapldly and safely as possible, to
the nearest hospital aceepting accl-
dent cases.

SOME CASES are grisly, Near a
training room at their headquarters
in West Bloom!leld, Gahan bas a
pheto gallery of their more speetac-
ular calls. Some look as though they
were taken at night. Most are black-
and-whites. All reflect the immedla-
cy of the job.

Almost as a defense agalnst time
and gridlock, ambulances have be-
come rolling emergency rooms.
Gahan and Tom McEImurry,
Paramed’s special events coordina-
ter for The Paloce and the Sllver-
dome, stock thelr “crash boxes” with
the same 32 medications found in
most hospltal emergency rooms.

Electrocardiograms now are sent
via phone from ambulance to emer-
gency room so doctors can get a
head start on treatment. Less serious
accidents are handled by emergency
medical technicans, who, while
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On the “road"” with tratfic reporter John Sharwin, finds clearer
aaifing in the air than when he is earthbound, deiving Oskland

County roadways,

wlth all 81 communities. Instead of
taking a totalitarfan approach,
we're taking a democratic ap-
proach.

“You can't regulate humanity.
Peaple should be able to go where
they want to go and do what they
want to do.”

Regulations may indeed be part

trained professlonals, are not al-
lowed by law to administer medlea-
tlon.

That's something reserved for
paramedles. They use portable
phones to stay In iImmediate contact
wlth doctors and, after relaying the
patients condltion, follow the doc-
tore' fnstructions regarding medica-
tion and treatment.

“Rush-hour traffle Is the major
concern,” Gahan sald. Ninety per-
cent of thelr patlents can be stabl-
lized, which means tralfle patterns,
while Important, have ceased tobe 2
brunkm:ck problem for ambulance

But that doesn’t mean it isn't ag-
gravating.

“'YOU LEARN to be aggressive,”
McElmurry says. He admits that it
occasionally might be nice to fllp off
an exceptionally bad driver, but nev-
er has because It's unprofessional.
“You just learn to be aggressive,
inch up, blow the siren and watch to
see which way they'll go to get out of
your way."

They both agree the county has
areas that arc impossible to navi-
gate at rush hour, Drivers regularly
call thelr base and other ambulances
with news of areas to avoid.

To Gahan, that means all of South-
field, although, like all hospitals, he
thi: vidence Is casy to get to.
Personzlly, though, he won't sct up
meetings in Southficld before 8 a.m.
or after 3 pm. — the traffle's just
too bad,

LT. ROBERT OZIAS, coordinator
{for Southfield's paramed unlts, says
the tralfle is bad at rush hour — 50
bad he occaslonally stations an am-
bulance at one lntersection about 4
pm. because if there Is an accident,
he wants to be close.

“We have to go wheee we have to
go." Ozlas satd. He also agrees that
despite traffic, Providence i3 readily
accessible and adds that while there
are several problems inolved with
emergency care, he doesn't let traf-
fic become one of them.

Usually accidents play out b, o
prescribed order, The call comes in,
and Gohan says “somebody’s at pa-

of the preblem, sald Oakland Coun-
ty's Hay. Zoning laws adopted to
protect the sercnity of home MNfe
from the bustle of industry may
have contribu to this year's
gridlock, he said.

“Years ago, you could walk to
school, you could walk to get a
halrcut, you could walk to the

tientside in an average of three min-
utes.” That's likely to be the police,
followed closely by the emergency
medical unit from a local flre de-
partment and then one of Paramed's
ambulances.

The flre department unlts work
with the patient at the scene, it's the
ambulance company's job to keep
the patient stable and get them to a
hospltal.

Another fun area is Troy. Gahan
and McElmurry roll thelr eyes when
they think of driving I-75. “The am-
bulances have a top speed of 70 mph
but if you drive that speed, you're
causing a traffic problem, It's too

of’

store, you could w1to get a news-
paper." Hay said’Now, every-
one's drivlng wgvvhem for cv-
erything.”

A recent Univerly of Michlgan
study suggests Qland's growth
spurt since the 19/recesslon has
reached a “healifcrutsing altl-
tude” by Increasliabout 3 per-
cent a year, 8 Joseph D.
Joachim, director| the county's
community and ecpmic develop-
ment dlvision.
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the road comm:
somebody turned -
grees,” Jo sald, 5

THAT OFFERS; lle sulace to
“Maybe

(hwn 10 de—
[t's atill real-
1y bot ~ nnd it's iling.”

For Oakland Cilty’s Hay and
hundreds of other uty residents,
moving closer to Wt has provea
the only way to a2 bumper-to-
bumper commute.

“ used to drivi0 miles to
work,” Hay sald. hen I moved
and drove 19 miles'moved agala,
and now I drive founlles.”

Until the comingf age of Oak-
land County’s roa{ construction
companles and radftation trafflc

Sherwin sald.
ployed.”

slow — most of the pple are

ing you,” Gahan sald]t's ensler on
1-75 to Just turn the fbis and siren
off,” he added. “Wh they're on,
trafflc slows, You cun your own
tralfic problem. It's sler to just go
with the tow.”

THEY HAVE nl’mn: about
The Palace, Sliverdx and Plne
Knob letting oul
McElmurry sa; ppenced once.
“We Just slnyed nH d expressways,
period,” and used b toads to get
around, he said. To It Lhat
problem, Paramed 35 opened a
new statlon between ¢ Palace and
the Sllverdome. R

An overturned truck pulling o trailer backs up }i e along
onstbound 1-86 for two to three miles — creating bg tho need
ond a problom for emargoncy vohicles. -
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Car pool

By Allce Collina
stalf writar

One way to relleve some of the
stress of traffic congestion and
also cut expenses is to joln a van
or car pool provided (hrough the
Ride Share program sponsored by
he Southeast Mlchlgan Council of
Governments,

The program was stared in
1980 ond is still operating today.
It's served more than 20,000 appli-
cants during its nine years,

The number of vans in use has
ranged from a high of 80 to a low
of 30. Currently, there are 52 vans
in use and an unknown number of
car poals.

"We like to think we're having
an Impact,” sald Anita Ste. Marie,
manager of Ride Share.

Ride Share matches commuters
based on their home and work lo-
cations and the hours-they work
and helps them put together thelr
own car pool or, If there are at
least nine people Involved, pro-
vides them with a van.

“We're able to mateh up 85 to 80
percent of those who contact us,”
said Ste. Marie, “The vans go sub-
urb to suburb, city to suburb, sub-
urb to clty — back and forth be-
tween residential and work cen-
ters, wherever they are In
southeast Michigan.”” Many Oak-
land County resldents use the scr-
vice, she said.

RIDE SHARE WAS started on a
national scale and operated b
various governmental agencles in
the early 1970s during the ofl em-
bargo, which was creating serious
shortages of gasollne and scnding
gas prices up. SEMCOG jolned the
program in 1980,

“it's had Its ups and downs
based on gas prices and it fluctu-
ates according to season,” said Ste.
Marle. But iUs still golng strong.

Toll road

The eyes of traffic and kighway
offlcials throughout the country
are focused on the state of Virgln-
{a where a new concept in highway
bullding and malntenance is about
to be tried — privatization.

That state, in Its struggle to
build new highways to keep up
with new development, 1s about to
turn over the construction and
maintenance of a 14 mile, four-
lane highway in the Washington,
D.C. arca to a fully-private group
- the Virginla Toll Road Corp.

The road would be an extensfon
of the east/west Dulles Toll Road
that runs from the Capital Bell-
way around Washington west to
Dulles International Afrport. The
extenslon would carry traffic west
to Rt. 15, the bypass of Leesburg, a
rapidly developing resldential
area in northern VI

Oakland County officlals are
among those watching the Virginla *
experiment, but there has beea no
discusslon of such a project here,

to road

Using your head:

Today, with gas abundant and
Its cost stabllized, most of thase
pooUnx do so {o save money. Some
don’t have access to a car. “Others
do it to avold Lbe stress of getting
into traffic Jams, or would rather
snooze or get caught up on some
work by letting someone else do
the drlving,” according to Ste.
Marle.

Parker Moore lives in Rochester
and works in downtown Detrolt
and has commuted dally In a Ride
Share van since the Inceptlon of
the program.

“I do jt for several reasons,” he
said. “It's economical, It's conven-
ient, and & very pleasant way to
spend two hours a day.

“You form friendships within
the pool and you arrange to sit
next to fricnds. You talk, read,
sleep.”

Moore has three cars that he
loves, he said. “This saves wear
and tear on them. The $56 2 month

y is less than it would cost me
to park downtown."”

HERE'S SOME information on
how Ride Share works:

® The vaos are leased to the
project from the Van Pool Ser-
viees Ine.

® A van is avallable to any
group of nlne to 15 commuters.
One member serves as the driver
and keeper of the van and rides
free. The others pay o monthly fec
based on the distance of the round
trip. .

The driver receives the fares at
the beginning of each month, re-
tains enough to pay for mainte-
nance and gasollne and turns the
rest over to Rlde Share.

 Those who prefer car pooling
or have too few members for a van
will receive help from Ride Share
In finding participants and In set-
ting up thelr individual car pool,

® The oumber of vans leased
fluctuates with the need.

Ft;i more Information, call 963-

LLooking around:

final go-ahead is expected. Work
could begin as early as this fall.

Followlng is an outline of how it
will work.

@ The private corporation wul
bulld the highway and malntaln'it
through the years.

® The corporation will be al-
lowed to charge a use toll to pay
off its debt and bring In its profit.

® Legislation enmacted by the
Virginta General Assembly in 1988
to pave the way for this project
will allow the private company to
continue collecting the toll for 10
years beyond the 30 years the re-

payment of debt is cxpected to
lukl:. ‘When the 40 years is up, the
road will revert to state owner-
ship. There are addltional provi-
slons that will allow a time exten-
slon If debt must be added for
maintenance of the road.

“THE CORPORATION will ac-
quire’ the land on its own. Public
bearings won't be required, neither
, will competitive bidding,” accord-
’ing to"Qscar K. Mabry, dcputy
commissioner of the Virginin
partment of mmmum ln

spokesman John Joy.

1n fact, Virglnia is believed to be
the omly state in the country to
have such a plan under way.

“IT'S AN extraordinarily entie-
ing kind of proposal and there are
pleces of Qakland County that
might benefit from such a plan,”
said Joy.

‘The propasal is the bratnchlld of
Ralph Stanley, once head of the

3 Admins-
tration. He put the private corpo-
ration together and heads it

While some state approvals on

aspects of the project remaln, the

Va,
that the private grm!p won't h:u-c
the legal tool of condemaation that
is avallable to government.

The project — its design, Its ¢s-
timated $155 milllon cost and the
route — was approvcd in July by
the Commonwealth Tra:
tlon Board. The next step is to go
before the State Corporation Com-
misslon for various approvals.

The only other place in the
woxld where such 2 thing is bap-

y is Jopan, according
lo.lohn Joy. “an.'mx turning road
bulldlng profects over to private
corporations, exactly like they're
doing in Virginta.”

*0f course,
“ you've boen

“here — this. |
“Jlino up ot
" traftic oxe’
tenda slong
Orchord
Lnke Rond
from Voot
Bloom{iald
High Schoot
to Pontiac
Trail,
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