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By Dan O'Meara
stalf wehor

Tracey Bloodworth had Farming-
ton Hills Mercy's collective blood
pressure golng upward Saturday
night Sn the tlrst half of the Hoops
Classic champlonship game."

-- But, In the second balf, Mercy's
‘pressure put the clamps on St. Jo-
seph’s Bloodworth and nearly stole
the victory,

- After a flrst-half shooting exhlbi-
tlon by the 5-foot-9 Bloodworth, the
Marlins staged o furlous fourth-
quarter rally that fell just short of
catching the Lady Bears, 42-4t.

“Being the only Class B school
here, this is a great win,” St Joseph
coach Rlck Bloodworth sald. “We
hope to come here and represent the
west side of the state well. But we
play all A schools, so It's nothing
new.”

Traccy Bloodworth, who was
named the lournament's most valu-
able player, scored 22 of her 24
polnts, including four triples, in the
first and second quarters as St. Joc¢
bullt a 30-14 halitime lead.

“I KNEW SHE was an cxceptlonal
shooter,” Mercy coach Larry Baker
said, “but I must admit she put on 2
phenomena)  three-palnt  perform-
ance. I certalnly dldn't expect that in
our gym with the kinds of defense we
play.

Senlor Jenny Clinton and junlor
Carrie Walton, both of whom were
Instrumental [n the d-halt de-
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Jonny Clinton played an out-
standing floor game against
Trenton,

‘We have proven to
ourselves we'll never
be out of a contest this
season. The

? ahonld

fense played by Mercy, were hamed
to the all-tournament team as were
Plymouth Canton center Susan Fer-
ko and St. Joe's Alllson Remble.

Alter belng virtually shot out of
the game in the first half, the Mar-
lins (2-3) held Bloodsworth to two free
throws in the last two quarters and

tour
prove to be valuable
preparation for the
league season.’
— Larry Baker
Mercy basketball coach

perlod, St Joe {3-0) was willing to

off the bench to score seven key
polnts, and Walton brought the Mar-
lins within 38-33 with Little more
than three minutes to play when
Mercy really began to apply the
pressure.

The Marlins forced St. Joe into
five turnovers with 2 onc-minute
span, and Clinton, who led Mercy
with 10 polnts, made it $8-38 with a
triple. The Marlins missed two shots
before Liz Vernasco sank two free
throws with 25 seconds left.

Mercy's Kathleen Gerigk kept it a
two-point difference, but Bloodwo:
got beyond the backcourt: pressure
on the inbounds play and fired ahead
to Remble for an easy layup with :08
remalning, 42-38. Cllnton hit another
triple at the end to account for the
final score.

"“The kids on the bench helped to
get some semblance of offense
golng,” said Baker, who shuttled
players in and out, “and they all
helped in the second half, Jenny and
Joanne were inspirational leaders
out there

Baker lndlcated the Marlins are
beginning to realize their potentlal
after two losses a week ago,

“I told the team it really exhiblted
its true character this week, bo
the win (Thursday over Trenton) and
today,” he sald. “We played with
confidence when we needed it most.

“WE HAVE PROVEN to our-
selves we'll never be out of a contest
this season, The tournament should
prove to be valuable preparation for
the league season,”

Rick Bloodworth added high-scor-

made things happen with full-court

pressure, Mercy used a zone dcrcnse work the clock and be patient at the
i Yalim ot ey presure S5, M Saughe, W ters mss
. ++"“I only shot 4-5 times in the nec- in the backcourt folled that plan, of textbook-perfect shots this night.

ond half,”" Tracey sald, “If we were
‘going to score, I think we would have
set more screens to open'me up. We
had a lead and decided we were
'g;vérz'g to hang on — and we barely

Leading 36-24 entering the fourth

“I wasn't as concerned about the
half-court part (and Tracey's lack of
polnts) as I was the pressure,” Rick
sald, “I knew (Mercy) had guts and
wouldn't glve up.”

JOANNE STEPHENS, who came

d-rated team in the slate,

Farmington ties
No. 1 Spartans

‘Three of Farmihgton's five soccer games through Wednesday had end-
ed in stalemates, but the latest was one the Falcons (2+1-3) could accept,

Tim Shelton’s goal with 25 minutes teft in the game lfted Farmington
to a 1-1 tle with defending Class A Livonla , the No,

“In the first half, they had the wind and kinda shellshocked us,” Fal-
cons coach Cathy Cole sald. “We controlled the game after that.

‘It's nice to tie a No. 1-ranked team
. . . It was a matter of getting some
breaks and finally playing together.”
— Cathy Cole
Farmington soccer coach

tle a No, l-ranked
and finally playing together.”
Ished off a shot by teammate Mike Gammerath,

team,” she added.

“I'm sure Stevenson doesn't think it played well. But we hadn’t been
p!aylng to our potentlal, and this was definltely one of our better games.

nlee to “I knew we could do

it, nnd 1 think the guys knew It. It was a matter of getting some breaks

Following a scoreless flrst half and Stevenson's only goal, Shelton fin-

“The ball came In from the slde, and Tim just llnl:hcd lt." Cole zafd.
“The keeper tried to get a hand on It, and Tim knocked |t in.
Farmington goalkceper Mike Sheehy made several key smru. includ-
ing one on a penalty kick, and controlled the backfield, Cole sald.

ing halves are nothing new to Tra-

“She's done it before but maybe
not at such a Izlgb lcve] and agalnst
such a good team,” he said.

Remble added 10 polnts for St.
Joe, and Maureen Paulin and Walton
chipped in slx aplece for the Marlins.

Lee Albrecht of Mercy is crowded by Trenton's
Brigette Andorson in the first round of the Mer-
¢y Hoops Clasalc on Thursday night. The Mar-
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lins whipped Trenton 35-22, See Pago 2C for
the game story.

Rockets drive past North, 9-0

By Dan O%oara
stalf writor .

On an alternoon marked by defense, Westland
John Glenn's offensa came allve late In the game
Saturday to scal a §-¢ victery at North Farming.
ton.

The outcome of this annual rivalry between
Lakes Divislen foes puts the Rockets at 3-0, white
the Ralders suffered their first loss after two
wins.

Having taken a 3-0 lead on Wes Taylor's 32-
yard fleld goal midway in the third quarter, Glenn
punched out the unIy sustained drive of the game
on its 1ast possession.

The Rockets, overcoming a driving rain and
sloppy field, wenl 82 yn:d.-l in 12 plays as Shannon

yne scored the game's lone touchdown oo & 1-
yanl dlve with 1:48 remalning,

'"The pass play. got us out of a blg hole,” said
Glenn coach Chuch Gordon of Eric Stover's 20-
yard pass to David Ryan. “T don't know {f it ignit-
ed us, but we scemed Lo play better from then on.”

.THE ROCKETS also converted key fourth-
down plays on that drive and the one leadlng to
° Taylor’s fleld goal.

On fourth and 2 at the North 18, fullback Alonzo
Jackson plowed ahead for 3 yards. Glenn took ad-
vantage of & fumble rocovery early n the uﬂnﬂ
quarter to take a 3-0 lead, but the Ralder defense
was resllient as usunl,

1t took the Rockets seven plays to go from the
North 20 to the 14, Layne converting a fourth-and-

1 sltuatlon atong the way, but the Ralders minlm-
fzed the damage.

As usual in such hard-fought affairs, the game
turned on missed chances, of which both sides had
their share.

After linebacker Rob Zeno, who led the North
defense with 16 tackles and three quarterback
sacks, recovered a fumble, Lhe Ralders were at
the Glenn 25 when Mark Johnston Interpepted a
Jon Kraus pass,

“We had made an audible call,” North coach
Jim O'Leary sald. “They were golng to double our
outside people, and we made a tight call and the
recelver didn't hear It.

“HE WAS SUPPOSED to run a streak (across
the middle) and ran an out. If he'd heard it, it was
there for the TD.”

Gordon polnted to the Interception as one of the
big plays, because North has a “heckuva field goal
kicker” tn Mike Cowen, “Looking back, that was a
big stop,” he sald.

‘After intorcepting a Chiris White pass late in the
half, the Rockets had a scoring opportunity folled.
A perwnnl -foul penalty put Glenn at the Ratder

14, Eut White intercepled in the end zone with :53
ay.

‘EWZ should ‘have capitalized,” Gordon sald.
“You don't get down there too many times on
North, and we were lucky that screw-up dida’t
come back to hauat us

Beside the interceptions, the passing game —
or rather the inabllity to pass — was a factor in
the outcome, O'Leary sald. Stover was 4-0f-7 for

63 yards, Kraus 4-0f-13 for 23.

“T hate the rain when you've got a little quar-,
terback and you can't throw the ball,” he sald,
“(Kraus) has small hands and can't throw when
the ball is wet.

“I DON'T THINK they would have been able to
win the ball game f they hada’t been able to
throw, and I think we might have won the game it
we had been able to throw,"”

The Ralders moved the ball well in the flrst
quarter. White dashed 31 yards on a counter on
North's flrst play, and I.he Ralders had four first
downs In the opening

But the Rockets also got lmlgh on defense, hold-
ing North to 106 yards in total offense. Glmn hnd
158 overall and outrushed the Ralders 95-83.
Layne had 84 yards on 24 carries. -

“They dld some things we were not really pro-
pared for, but we were able to make some adjust-
meats,” Gordon said. “They ran the one-back, and
they put Chris White\in 2 lot of different post-
tions.”

O'Leary called It a typleal North-Glenn game,
!ealurlng plenty of hard knocks.

“White took some tremendous shots; he might
not walk for three days,” ke sald, alluding to one
play when the 6-foot-3 funlor leaped and
went head over heels after belng hit. “But 'l bet
Stover got hit more than he ever did.”
e Rockets play at Walled Lake Central at
7:30 p.m. Friday, and North visits Farmingten at
1 p.m. Saturday.

Granger one more cog In Hawk machine

By Stove Kowalskl
atoff writer

The first time Farmington Hills Harrison
football coach John Herrington met Roy
Granger, he kad a hard time belleving hlm.

“I had him In study hall Inst winter, and
Roy told me he'd like to come out for the
varsity,” Herrington sald.

‘He was a freshmao at (he time, and I
sajd ‘Well, you can come out {or my JV."

“Heo aald, ‘But coach.vl phyod varsity for
(Delroll 8t M.Irﬂn)

is gl h be-
cause Granger 1s making bellevers out of ev-
eryone,

THE 5-FOOT-8, 145-pound swingback
scored two touchdowns an n rolled to
another rout, 48-7, on hommomlug Saturday
ol Livonla Churchiil,

‘The win keeps Harrson, the No. L-rated
L'lau B team; unde!ulnd ot 30, 1.0 In the
Weatern Divislon of the Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Assoclation,

* *. Granger caught a 28-yard touchdown pazs
e

from Mill Coleman on Harrlson's sccond se-
rles, Later in the first half he scored on & 23-
yard reverse.

Granger caught threo passes for 42 yards,
and he also was

T
fopthafl

lining up at cornerback,

The addition of Granger means Hrrrlnz.

ton doesn't have to play Coleman, his all-
atate quarterback, on defense,

“ROY'S GOT good quickness, and I was

able to move (Scott) Ratsos from corner-
back to safety and get Mill out of there,”
Herrlngton sald,
“Hla family Lives In Farmington Hills, and
1 guess his father didn't (cel ke driving him
e}re;y day to DePorres anymore, and I was
glad”

Thn Hawka scored on flve of lhdr first

lons and Jed $5-7 at halftime. A

. en possessl
llght raln turned into a steady downpour af-

ter halftime, but by then the day was about

over for Coleman, who comploted 12 of 19

passes for 237 yards and threo touchdowns.
It was a typical performance by Coleman,

who afterward had a complaln to mn:e.

And that's not (yplu!. -

“I thought It was su poud to be nice,”
2ald Coleman as he trf separato himself
from the wet uniform nllm'wnrd. “I looked
forward to & sunny homecoming.

“I'VE NEVER had one he;!. It hasn't al-
ways rained during the game on homecom-
ing, but {t's always at least rained later that

ght.,

teams can't

“But 1t's bice to win. Op
on Ray, I can go

. key on ona guy, If the;

y key
. lo Mlku (Bnpuw) or Scou (Ratsos), or whoev-

Tbolm dropped Churchill o 0-3 overall,
and It meant the end uI the Chuzcn murd-
erers-row schedale. Ch the
scason wlu:alos to Sla-ll.na cights, an

Exs( Side power, and last week lost to North
Farmington. Friday won't be a breather el-
ther for Ch because it travels to

Plymouth Canton, another undefeated team.

“I TOLD the kids at halftime today that
no one wants to play three in row like wo
did,” Churchill coach l‘erb Osterland sald.
“But wohad to doit.

“Wa just hava to keep golng With the ex-
perience wa gatned, ybc will maki
abetter football team

Harrison outgalned Churchlll 304-94 In tho
first half and for the game, the Hawks held a
£43-193 advantage,

Ruerva back Gnry Devine, who scored

TDs, led sl rushm with 70
ym on 12 carries. Starter: Mat!
€S yardalin 13

Joo George caught three of Coleman's

passés for 72 yards to tle Granger In the

mcc\vlng dcplﬂm:n

n took & 21-0 lead before the game
wns ¢ minutes-old on & 1.yard run by
Conl Gunxer‘l 26-yard TD recoption and

a3y thDpnn(mmCala‘nnnlomm
i

0 us.

Ch\lrchlll surprised Harrison late [n lhu
first quarter, scoring on a 20-yard balfback
option pass [rom Mike Brooks to Trent
Naumchefl. The extra point by Kurt Roth
made the score 21-7,

GRANGER'S REVERSE put Harrison
ahead 28.7, and Devioe c]md out Lhe acor-
ing In the first half with a 5-yard run.

Coleman's 53-yard TD pass in a steady
rain to Ratsos gave the Hawks a 42-7 lead ln
the third quarter, Devine flnished the rogt .
with 2 4-yard TD run with 8:20 left In lhc .
game. .

The Chargers juggled Tom Diaz and Mﬂo
Spaccarofella at quarterback, but the mos!
effcctive passer was Brooks,

The junlor halfback gained 84 yards on 20 '
carries, and he completed four of 10 passes
{fr 92 yards — all coming on halfback ap-

ons. :

“Wo expected the hatfback optlon, unford -
tunately, our secondary didn't,” Herrington
sald. “There's no excuso to get beat on It

deep like wo did. .
“Brooks s thelr best lhrowcr. and 1 told

them to be alert on lt.“
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