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ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Film pays tribute to comics

, By John Mcnaghan
spoclal wrltor

T

Documentary . fitmmaker Ron
Mann was reading a comic book in
an airport lounge when he notleed
people around him glving strange
looks. He saw his mlssion — to con-
vince people that comic books are an
art form, not just junk culture,

His resulting film, “Comlc Boak
Confidential," traces the history and
future of comics, and it’s as enter-
tainlng and offbeat as the works
themselves. The award-winnlng fitm

. sereens this Friday and Saturday at

the Detrolt Film Theatre.

Faster than a speeding bullet,
“Comle Book Confidentlal" breezes
over the creation of superheroes like
Superman, Batman and Captaln
America. Artlst Jack Kirby

ital dating

habits in “Sea of Love,”

This ‘Cookie’ crumbles
as slow-paced comedy

“The Two-Headed
Scenarlo From Hell” Ls not the latest
low-budget, sci-fi epic —— it'sa pla-
gue striking screenwriters and this
week's two major releases, “Cookie”
and “Sea of Love,” are perfect ex-
amples of fllms that haven't declded
what they want to be when they
Brow up.

*“Coolde” (C+, R, 50 minates), un-
der Susan Seidelman's (“Desperately
Seeking Susan") directlon was writ-
ten by Nora Ephron (“When Harry
Met Sally . . .. ) and Allce Arlen
{"Alamo Bay").

One would expect such a talented
erew cowld'do a lot with- a clever
Idea and a good cast. Not 50, howey-
er, as “Cookie" crumbles uader the
slow-paced welght of a romantic
comedy about and

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies

Top inarks - sure to please

A | Close behind - excellent

A- |Stiiltn running for top honors
Pretly good stulf, not perfect
B |Good

. bonding Interwoven with a double-

scam D.A./Mafia movie.

Big-time mobster, Dlno Caplsco
{Peter Falk), is paroled after 13
years. Under the terms of parole, he
must go home to his wife, Bunny
(Brenda Vaccaro) — o]
dogs — even though his‘heart De-
loogs to Lenore (Dianne West) with
whom he ha daugh kle

8- |Good but notable deilclencles

Slow, cliched Disney tn Afrlea eple that
left its excitement at the alrport.

“Dead Poets Soclety” (A+) (PG} 124
minules,

Robin Williams* sensitlve portralt of a
{inc teacher ls complimented by cxcel-
lent young actors as hls students.

“Eddic and the Crulsers II: Eddlc
Lives” (PG-13).

‘They're still looking for Eddie’s body,

“Honey, } Shruak the Klds" (B+) (PG)
105 minutes.

I1t's fun but It aln't casy to be smalk.

“izdlzna Jones and the Last Crusade”
{B:+){PG-13) 120 minutes.

Good entertainment, but enough al-.

ready.

“Kickboxer” (*) (R).

Vengeance and rescue are In order as
i'm American kickboxer travels to That-
land.
“Letbal Weapon II” (B+) (R} 115 min.
utes. Glayer and Glbson do it agalo In

- high, albeit viclent, style.

“Llcegce to Kill" (B+) (R) 105 min-

ules.
Number 16 in the 007 serics with Carey
Lowell as Dalton's lovely lady, Qutra-

-up” (R).
Stallene’s In jatl and Donald Sutherland
Es the warden. Best wishes to the latter.

(PG-13).,
Scl-fi thriller features Kris Kristoifer-
son

(Emily Lloyd), about'18 years ago.
Cookle is a tough, ck,

long since allenated from her father,

Meanwhlle, Dlno learns from big-
time developer Arnold Ross (Jerry
Lewls) that his mob partner, Car-
mine Tarantino (Michael V. Gazzo),
defrauded Dino of big bucks while
Djno was In the slammer. As Dino
takes action to get his due, mob war-
fare spreads, complicated by pres-
sure {rom a federal attorney trylng
for headlines' to bolstér his run for
governor,

Well, what will it be? Will Dino
and hls estranged daughter recon-
cile? Wil Carmine’s heavies hit
Dino? Wil the Feds nab somebody?

‘The slow-paced, domeqtic comedy
of Dino and Cookle learning to love
each other gets In the way of the
fast-paced mob actlon and the dou-
ble-scam whereby Dino and Cookie
outwlt cops and robbers allke.

Part of the fun In such films Is
watching the hero/herolne outwlt
the bad guys, but “Cookie” has too
many loose ends and the hoax here is
never clearly presented.

The ather problem with “Cookle”
is heavy-handed stercotypes, While
the acting Is good — Peter Falk docs
an excellent Peter Falk and Emily
Lloyd is a very talented young lady
— the gravelly wheezing of mob-

T sters and Brenda Vaccara’s semlhy-

sterical, “Brooklyn-broad” gets old
pretty quick. *
Al Pacine may not drown In a

“Sea of Lave” (C, R, 110 minates),

but somebody better throw
screenwriter Richard Price (“The
Color of Money”) a life preserver be-
fore he gocs down for the third time
in a sea of maudlin confuston.

Bl 23 an “erollc suspense
thiller,” “Sea of Love” has Pacino
as New York detective Frank Keller
alternately pining and slobbering
over Helen (Ellen Barkin), She re-
turns those sentiments “which are
more erratic than erotic.

There lsn't a great deal of
suspense efther as Keller tracks
down a psychot!c, seclal killer, First,
Keller teams with Detective Gruber
{Richard Jenkins) who Is married to
Keller’s - ex-wlfe. Then detective
Sherman Toubey {(John Goodman)
Joins up with Keller.

I Pacino and Goodman generated
more charismn, had better lines and
more screen time together, they
might bave pulled it off as a duo In
the ever-popular buddy genre,

As it ls, “Sea of Llon” Rounders

" badly in Keller's maudlln cynlcism,

Ha's just another divoreed, burnt-out
detectlve waiting for a gocd woman
to save him from himsell. That
cliche needs buddy-buddy charisma,
a meaninful. love story, real

- suspense, or a script withoul loose

who finds
“Nlgbtmare oo Elm Street: V" (R).

C+ [Justacutahovo average
C |Medlocro Yoot bu
oy C- | Not 50 hot and slipping tast . "
D+ [ The very best of the poor stutf
D [Poor ’
D-_|Ntdoesn't get much worse strange clues at alrline disaster site.
F | Yeuly awtul - Freddie's hacks

Z | Reserved for the cologsally bad

* | Noadvaneed sereening

ends and unexplained plot clements.

Try all of the above, they're most-
ly missing in a “Sea of Love.”

“¥ital Slgns"” (*) s a romantlc dra-
ma about {ive medical students who,
rest assured, have all the usual prob-
lems of growing up and learning how
to doctar people.

""Heart of Dixie" (*) (PG) {eatures
Ally Sheedy and Phocby Cates in a
story of Southern gentility in the late
‘50s 23 times began to change.

STILL PLAYING:
“The Abyss" (D-) (PG-13) 135 mloutes,
Despite excellent underwater
sequences, thls muddled and murky sle-fi
sea saga sinks.
“Batman” (C+) (PG-13) 120 minutes.
Michael Keaton is a dud In the title
role but Jack Nicholson's Joker s terrif-

le.

“Cazuzlitles of War" (B+) (R) 103 min-
utes.

Grlen, gripplng and graphically violeat

story of Vlenam war,
“Cheetab® {D-}(G) 78 minates.

Potor Falk an

d Emily Licyd star s a hot-tompored fathor-
to

‘P {A){R) 120 minutes,
Large, talented cast In complex, but
catertaining story about a family which
Includes Jason Robards, Steve Martin,
Tom Hulee, Martha Plimpton and Diane
Wiest, among others.

“Peter Pan” (A){G) 77 minutes,

Disney's classic anlmation of Sir
James Barrie's story.

“The Package™ (R},

Gene Hackman and Joanna Cassidy in
story of decelt on the International seene
23 career military man escorts prisoner
back from Russia. . R

"Relentless” (*) (R).

Judd Nelson, Robert Loggia, Leo Rossl
and Meg Foster in story of drlven young
man who becomes a kllter.

*Romero” (A} (PG+13) 105 minutes.

Disturblng, X

the patrlotic role of comic
books in Battling the Nazls,

After the war, comic books had
other battles to flght. Willlam M.
Gaines, publisher of the gruesome
“Tales from the Crypt" and “Welrd
Sclence," Is grilled during Senate
subcommittee hearings on juvenile
delinquency — a forerunner of the
antl-Communist inquisition of Jo-
seph McCarthy.

And in another amazing plece of
ar¢hival footage, a TV show
preaches the evils of comic books on
modern youth. Glassy:eyed children
look on while a narrator warns that
comics promote “sexuai perversion”
and the most despicable of crlmes.”

INTERVIEWED today, Galnes
says censorship had a “chitllng cf-
fect on the art of the business.” Ar-
tistle freedom In malnstream comlc
books didn't really return untll the
1980s. !

There were, however, mavericks
working outside the superhero
reatm. Robert Crumb, for Instance,
relates in the flm how he quit his job
at a Cleveland greeting card compa-
ny to create the drug-insplred “Mr.
Natural” and "Keep on Truckls

Director Mann understands that
kind of passion. To get the film he
wanted, the Toronto-based fllmmak-
er scraped together $325,000 in fund-
ing, “borrowed” spare fllm stock
from other projects and talked tech-
nlelan friends into working for part
of the profits,

For Mann, “Comlc Book Confiden-
tlal* is the third in a trilogy of docu-
mentaries about artists. The others,
“Imaglne the Sound" (1980} and “Po-

SCREEN SCENE

ctry in Motlon” (1984), dealt with ex- 4
perimental jazz and poets respec.
tively. .
In cach {llm, he has steered clear |
of the dry documentary style. In.
stead of simply Interviewing the art-
Ists, he asks them to narrate stories
while he pans back and forth across
thetr panels. Although some are self. .
consclous, Will Eisner, creator of ,
The Splrit, confesses that “most of
us In the fleld are closet actors any. |,
way."

IN THE '0S section, he tatks with ,
Lynda Barry, Art Spicgelman and
Bill Grlffith, whose Zippy The Pin.
head may soon have his own feature

fiim. '
“If you can't say something nice,”
Griffith comments on the clown's
success, "say somethlng surrealis- |
te.” E
The film is only slightly marred
by lts noble concept. A decade ago, |
comles were indeed outcasts ~ and
fajling financlally. Teday, they area .
billion dollar Industry, mare respect- -,
od than ever and read by as many
Intellectual adults as children. !
Anyone paylng to sce & movie .
called “Comic Book Confidential” al- .
ready reallzes the power of the art,

ANN ARBOR FILM CO-OP, various
locatlons on the Unlversity of Michigan
campus, 435 S. State, Ann Arbor.
769-1787 for Informatlon. ($2.50 single,
$3.50 double feature)

Almodovar — “What Have I Done to
Descrve This?” (Spaln — 1984), 7 pm.
Sept. 23 and § p.m. Sept. 24 (call for loca-
tien). A double feature of early works
from Spaln's hottest director beglns with
this typleally kooky study of a lower mid-
die-class family In Madrid, With “Dark
Habils™ (Spaln — 1984), 9 p.m, Sept. 23
and 7 p.m. Sepl. 24, about crazed nuns.

ANN ARBOR SILENT FILM 50CI.
ETY, Berkshire Hilton, 1-94 at State, Ann
Arbor. Call 761.8286 for- Informatlon.
{$2.50 general admission, $1.50 members)

“Hearts of the World” (USA — 1961),3
p.m. Sept. 24, D.W. Grilflth's eplc World
War 1 story fllmed in England and
France was made In 2n effort to inspire
America to enter the war. Llllian and
Dorothy Gish star with Erfc Von
Stroheim as a lusty German.

CENTER FOR JAPANESE STUDIES,
Lorch Hall, 909 Monroe, Ann Arbor. Call
764-6307 for Informatlon. {free)

“The Story of the Last Chrysan.
themum" {Japan — 1939) at 7 p.m. Sept.
21, Kenjl Mizoguchl's simple siory of a
young Kabuki actor who struggles to
master hls eraft. Another In a serles of
rarer Japanese {ilms,

CINEMA GUILD, Lorch Hall, 909 Mon-
roe, Ann Arbor, Call 994-0027 for Infor-
mation. (§2.50 single, $3.50 double fea-
ture]

“Comedle” (France — 1987), 2, B:20
and 10 p.m. Scpt. 23 (cal) for Jocatlon).
More {rom under-rated French director
Jacques Dolllon, about a couple’s compll-

cations when they arrive at a country
home for the weekend,

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave.
Detrolt. Call 832-2720 for Information,

(%)

“Comle Book Contldentla),” (Canada —

1988), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Sept. 22.23, Fast-
paced documentaty about the history of
comlc books In North America, Including
Interviews with several well-known art.
ists —~ Willlam M. Galnes, Stan Lee and
Bill Griffith among them.
“Onlbaba,” (Japars ~ 1983, $ and 7 p.m.
Sept. 24. An old woman and her daughter
survive by stealing the armor+from
downed soldiers during Japan's civil
wars. A harrowlng, hauntlng film pre-
sented in glorious wide screen.

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415 S¢v-
en Mile, Livonja. Call 476-1168 for infor-
matlon. {Free)

“Now, Voyager” (USA — 1939), 10 a.m.
Sept. 19. Schmaltzy, thoroughly entet-
taining melodrama stars Bette Davis as &
sheltered splnster who falls In love with
dashing Paul Henreld while helplng a shy
young girl. As part of the the mall’s am-
bitlous month-long tribute to Bette Davls.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. For information, cal)
669-8397. (34 regular and §3.25 students
and senior cltizens)

“Grapes of Wrath” (USA = 1939), 7
p.m. Sept. 18-20. John Ford meets John
Steinbeck In this classic tale of homeless
farmers and thelr steuggles durlng the
Depresslon, Perhaps Henry Fonda’s grit-
tlest role,

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360 Lahser,

VIDEO VIEWING

RTYO)

Detrout, Call 537.2560 for Information. ,
Ufree) .
“Seven Hrides for Seven Brothers”
{1954), 8 p.m. Sept. 22.23. When Howard
Keel deeldes It's uime to get hitehed, his
wild brothers follow suit, An insplred mu.
slcal starring Jane Powell and dirccied
by Stanlcy Donen.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. Call 963-3918 for information
and show times. {$3.25 adults, $2 students
and senjor citlzens)

"Love Is a Dog from Hell" (USA —
1988), Sept. 20-24 (call for show tlmes).
Three episodes, all based on the writings
of Skid Row poct and cult figure Charles
Bukowski. He is depicted at age 12, 19
and 33 while exploring trademark
themes of brutality, sex and, of course,
drinking. .

“Exqulsile Corpses™ (USA — 1988}, 10 *
pm. Sept. 22-23 and 3:15 p.m. Sept. 24. In **
a twist on “Midnight Cowboy,” an Ok~
lahoman artives In New York City with
dreams of slardom only to undergo one *
blzacre experlence afier another.

“Volces of Sarafina™ {USA — 1988),
3:30 p.m. Sept. 23. Behind-the-scenes Jook
at the 28 South African school children
who performed “Sacafina!™ at the Lin-
coln Center In 1987, Fealuring singer
Mirlam Makeda in a stirring finale.

P N

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEAR-
BOAN, Rereation Center, 4901 Ever.
green, Dearborn. Call 593.5396 for Infor- -
mation. {free) : N

“Dangerous Liaisons” (USA — 1988),
7:30 p.m. Sept. 20-21. Sexual politics with
the Marquise and Vicomte, wlickedly
p}:gcd by Glen Close and John Malko- .
vich.

— John Monaghan

By Dan Greenbarg
spoclal writor

but p
story of El Salvadoran Archblshop Oscar
Romero and the events leading to his as-
sassination. Superb performance by Raul
Julia In title role.

"“Sex, Lies, and Videotape” (R).

Everyone’s talking about thla romantic
comedy with James Spader.

“Time Trackers” (*) (PG) 105 minutes.

Follow that mad scicntlst tn a stolen
time machine.

“Turner & Hooch" (D) {PG) 85 mloutes,

Man and slobbery dog bonding aguinst
background of confused — and confusing
— murder Investigatlon,

t both tho mob and tho

dtio who'
law In “Cookio.”

In the '50s, Hollywood box office
suffered as everyone stayed home to
watch televislon, The movies retall-
ated with the slogan, “Movies are
better than ever!”

‘While that wasn't true,

“Sodom and Gomorrah” is the
lone exception. An Itallan productlon
fllmed in Morocco, a Joseph E. Lev-
ine film dlrected by Robert Aldrich
with Stewart Granger as Lot, .Pler
Angell as his wife, Ildith, the plllar-
of-salt-to-be.

Stanley Baker Is Prince Astaroth,

with the Helamite tribes-

flims In those days certalnly grew
bigger, longer and more extravagant
as Hollywood offered what black-
and-white TV on small home screens
couldn't — wlde-screen, technlcolor
extravaganzas,

CBS-Fox Home Video has just re.
ieased four of these blockbusters in.a
package catled “Swords and San-
dals." All are unrated and in color.
Each may be rented separately.
While there's plenty of cleavage and
epic battles, it's pretty much G or
PG stuff by today's standards.

“Swords and. Sandals" includes

and the
(1954, 10f minates) with Victor Ma-
ture and Susan Hayward, Mature
also stars in “The Egyptlan” {1954,
139 minutes) with Jean Simmons,
Gene Tierny and Peter Ustinov, .

Susan Hayward and Gregory Peck
headline “David nod Bathsheba”
(1851, 116 minutes) while Stewart
Granger, Pier Angell and Anouk
Almee star In “Sodom and Gomar-
rah” {1963, 148 mioutes). That's al.
most 8% hours of “big-budget, bibli-
cal blockbusters with casts of thou-
sands.” °

If.you watch them all, you'll over-
dose on moral rectitude, sword fight-
ing and charlot racing, but at least
one or two are worthwhile. Even on
your small home screen, they aro
pretty spectacular,

STUDENTS OF "“Genesis” may be
surprised how Hollywood rear-
ranged biblical history but then the
movies always favored spectacla
over accuracy. Along with “The
Robe,” these Twentleth Century Fox
spectaculars were he product of
Daln—yl F. Zanuck out-DeMilling Ce-
-clile B,

man to take over Sodom and Gomor-
rah from his sister, Queen Bera
{Anouk Alimec). She's partleularly
good, albelt the stercotypleal evil
queen. Rossana Podesta s Lot's
daughter, Shuch. The muslc was by
Miktos Rozsa.

Desplte all that talent, the plot —
besides differing radleally from the
Old Testament — ls pretty stodgy
and leaden. Lot shows up with his
portlon of the Hebrew people after
he and Abraham split, His arrival s
manipulated for thelr own ends by
the various forces in Sodom.

There's a pretly obvlous moral
lesson with soft and sexy lving in
Sodom representing the seductive
cvils of materiallsm,

Sodom’s wealth was founded on its
cantrol of salt mines and the original
{lim had graphlc sequences of slaves
waorking in those mines, but that
footage is mlssing In the current vi-

deo that runs six minutes‘shorter -
than the original film. !

THE SALT MINE sequentes, like *
much of the film’s violence, are pret-
ty tame. It’s a puzzle why that foot- -
age was excised. What's six minutes ©
more when you've passed two hours? *

In those days, cameras had the
good grace to avert thelr eyes at’
particularly unpleasant moments.
Now, of course, the lens zooms In
and rubs our noses in the gore. :

All this notwlthstanding, “Sodom i
and Gomorrah™ Is worth watching, ¢
over and above lts historlcal stature
and position. There's lots of singing
and dancing — the Hebrew chitdren
dolng what we might term folk mu- |
sle while the Queen of Sodom has!
some suggestive court dancers dolng
some pretty slick dancing. s

‘There's also lots of Helamlte cav-
alry trotting around and if you
watch closely, you'll be able to count
8 ‘cast of thousands.” That was not
an ldle boast. The battle scencs are
cxpansive and quite impressive.

“Sodom and Gomorrah” Is the
tongest and least successful of the
“Swaords and Sandals” package, but
any of the four are worthwhile. Of*
eourse, if you Jtke one, try the others.

An easy solution
to gift giving |:
u.s.
SAVINGS
BONDS




