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Susans strum way to success

By Larry O'Connor
stall writor

Susans might be increasingly diffi-
cult to come by, but Band of Susans.
has ncver been short on gultars,

The New York-based coed group
endured personnel changes that in-
vluded two of the three Susans leav-
ing and has released what some say
is its best album (o date, “Love
Agenda" (Blast Flrst/Restless).

The LP is a brick wall of gultar
nolse with no less thun three axe
imasters at the helm.

Now before the comparisons start,
lut’s get a few things straight. Yes,
Band of Susans are from New York
und, indeed, the group is on the same
label. .

But Sonic Youth they're not. Band
members wlll be the first to say so.

Nonetheless, It doesn't prevent
people from putting two and two to-
gether and coming up with 17,

“1 think people are just trying fInd
a reference " point,” sald Susan
Stenger, who Is the last remaining
Susan Iy the band. “It's not justified,
really.”

“The gultar on Sonlc Youth
records are more far back,” added
Robert Poss, who performs in the
dual role of guitarist and producer
for the band. "There seems to be
more of an emphasis on vocals and
almost an ethereal kind of murky
gultar -sound where [t's almost
acoustic sounding.

“QUR STUFF has the gultars
right up in your face.”

Poss joins two new gultarists. Lib-
by Flynt and Mark Lonergan, on this
current tour that stops Tuesday at
the Blind Pig in Ann Arbor. Susan
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Don't look for everyone to be named Susan in the band of
Susons. The New York-based group includea Susan Stenger,
Robert Poss, Libby Fiynt and Mark Lonergan,

TFallman and Susan Lyall left the
band in January 1988 to pursue other
interests.

AI! the foundlng mcmbexs h:ld

d with such
guitar composers as Glenn Branco
and Rhys Chatham. Thus thelr love
of Fenders Is exposed.

Altheugh Band of Susans places a
heavy uvmphasis on guitar' sound,
there is a bonding agent that draws
the shrills into one stream of con-

sciousness. The glue that holds it to-
gelher Is “the stufl we sniff before
we go on stage,” Poss sald jokingly.

On a serjous note, Poss belleves
the homogeneous nature of the mu-
sic Is duc to the fact the Susans are
less random than other bands of its
ilk.

“We're not a Jammy band,”
Stenger said, “We do deliberately
limlt ourselves in certaln ways to

the kind of songs we nlay (o even the
way we tunc our guitars ™

People here are just tuning into
the Band of Susans. The group
formed o 1986 in New York City,
but has toured primarily In the East
Coast.

In the United Kingdom. it's a dif-
ferent story. Fhe Briush music press
has bevn fuwinng over American
gultar bunds. suca as Sonic Youth
and Uinosaur Juale  ith the jour-
nalistic viger usually left for Lady
Di and Prince Chuch

BAND OF SUSANS has cnjoyed
the exposure. “love Agenda” dubute
od No 4 on New Musical Express
tndependent  chait  and  received
thumbs-up reviews on a receat UK
tour as a support act for Throwing
Muses.

Any premature Inflated egos don't
seem present. however. Band mem-
bers are not about to quit thelr day
jobs to support their gultar habit,
which for Spenger and Poss included
waorking as clerks in a New York law
{irm. {(Spenger worked on an investl-
gaticn looking into the financial
holdings of deposed Halti leader
“Baby Doc"” Duvalier.)

Such work keeps them grounded in
reality. Any success statemide will
detinitely have to be carned the hard
way. Touring is a major component
of that.

“We don't plan to change what we
are dolng” Stenger sald. “So
whether or not we appeal to main-
stream tastes is aot our worgy.”

Banae of Susans will perform
Tucsday, Sept. 19, ar the Blnd
Pig, 208 S. Farst, Ann Arbor. For
inforinution, call 996-5555.

STRANGE
BEDFELLOWS

— U-Club,
Ann Arbor

Ab, it all comes back — red brick
institutions of learning, the kiosk an-
nouncing the next frat party, a bit of
nip In the air. Yes, returnlng to a life
of academe in the fall, there's a cer-

" tain amount of excitement.

Especlally when a band lke
Strange Bedfellows help bring in the
new school year. The five-member
group performed a 22-song set Tues-
day to a small but enthusiastic
crowd at the University of Michigan
U-Club.

Up front, lct's level a nebulous
crlticlsm. At times, lead singer Mis-
sy Gibson looks like her body's pos-
sessed by R.EM.'s Michael Stipe.
Too much straddling the mlcrophone
stand and endless gesturing {includ-
ing kneellng), cspecially at the start.

OK Feel much betler now that
that's out of the way.

Such distractlons didn’t oversha-
dow an enjoyable show where one
could help but become a bit carried
away. The Strange Bedfcllows bave
come a long way from the last time
we watched them perform 10
months oge {and we thought they
were better than the average band
then). Slnce that time, there have
been lincup changes and Beth Yates
of Blrmingham has added keyboards
to her duties as backup vocalist.

In that time, Gibson has gone from
a whimslcal frontwoman, singlng
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about such things as sugar
doughnuts, to a sclf-assured per-
farmer who dominates the stage
with her vocals and presence. Her
volee has grown even more forceful.

, too, has Yates'. Her role Is not
limited to the shadows. She plcked
up the harmonica on one number and
was able to display her vocal abillty
with a poignant solo versien of “Bob-
by McGee.”

Though, it was the {wo-part har-
monies Yates and Gibson mastered
on many of the Strange Bedfellow
songs that provided some of the bet-
ter moments.

The band itself Is tight. Credlt
goes to basslst George Stasiw,
drummer Jtm Faulkner and guitar-
Ists Kenny Tudrick and Bill Tudrick
for that,

The musicianship allows Strange
Bedfellows to switch gears from ya-

ya rock numbers 1w bluesy tunes like
“Green Eyed Kitty" without a glitch.

Strange Bedfellows gained mo-
mentum as they proceeded to burn
through the set. Just when it Jooked
like the band was ready to call it a
night, it did one better. Things ended
on a bang with the rousing guitar in-
fested “Prayers * Even solo perfot-
mances didn't lander the (low of the
show.

The original purpose of the trip
was to see the opening band, Shout-
ing Club, with new lvad singer Wal-
ter Babinski, Plans were to be back
home before nudmght (you know,
having to go to werk in the morning),
but midnight becaine 12:30 a.m. and
thea 1 u.m. and then 130 am.

Strange Bedfellows' musie
wouldn't let us go home.
~ Lurry O'Connor
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© 24 QORE

24 Gone will perform Monday, Sept. 18,
al Tudd's, 6139 E- Seven Mile, two blocks
east of Van Dyke, Detrolt. No cover be-
fore 10 p.m. (§3 after). For information,
call 366-3833.

© YELLOWMAN

Yellowman and the Sagltarius Band
will perform Monday, Sépt. 19, a1 the
Bling 1%ig, 208 5. First, Aan Arbor For
information, call 996-8555.

© BOP HARVEY

Hop Harvey will perform Monday,
Sept. 18, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996-2747.

@ JOE JACKBON

Joe Jackson will perform at & pm
Motas Sepe v at il suditotivn
At Arboe For mioimuation val. ise
TKTS

# BAKD OF SUSANS

Band of Susans will perform Tuesduy,
Scpl. 19, al the Blind Pag, 208 S. Flest,
Ann Arber. For informatlon, calt 996
4555

@ GRIEVANCE COMMITYEE

Grievance Comuntwe will perforng
alung with guests, Skin Horse, Wednes-
day, Sept. 20, at Clud Heidelberg, 215 N.
Main, Ann Arbor. For Informatien, call
663.7758.

® ATOMIC CAFE

Atomic Cate will perform Wednesday,
Sept. 20, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996-2747.

® OPOSSUMS

Opcssums wl orm Wednesday,
Sept. 20, a1 the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor, For informatlon. call 896
8555

® GO0 GOO DOLLS

Gov Goo Dolls will perform Wednes-
day, Sept. 20, at Blondies, West Seven
Mile Road, cast of Telegraph, Detroit.
For Information, call 535-81¢3.

© FLASH

Flash wili perform Wednesday through
Saturday. Sept 20-23, at Jaggers, 3481
Elizabeth Lake Road, Pontiac, For inlor-
mation. call 681-1700.

@ HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform with guests,
Sheuting Club, Thursday, Sept. 21, at Club
Heldelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
Intormatiun, cail 683-7758.

COLLEGE

® TANGENT IMAQE

Tangeat image will perform Thursday,
Sept. 21, at 3-D Dance Club, 1815 N
Muin, Ruya) Oak. For information, call
S89-3344.

© HARLET

farlet wit] perform oo Thursday, Sepl.
21, at Blondics. West Seven Mile Road, .
cust of Telegruph, Detroit. For informa- -
uon, call 535-8408

# FRANK ALLISON

Frank Atlisun and the Odd Sox will pes-
torm Thursday, Sept. 21, at the Blind Pag,
208'S First, Ann Arbor. For information,
1l 996-8555.

® THINIDAD BYEEL

Triaauad Tripol Steed Band will pere
wrn1 Thursaay 4od Friday, Sept. 21-22,
a¢ Ricn s Cale, 613 Church, Ann Arbor.
For information, call $96-2747.

© THE BOWERY

‘The Bowery will perform Friday, Sept.
22 it Shylighls. 49 N. Saginaw, Pontiae.
Furntormation. call 334-9292.

© SUDUEN IMPACT

Sudden bpect will  performr - with
gusts, Pt Friday Sept. 22, at the
Hamtramek PPub. 2048 Canitd, of [ 1.75..

@ ANN DE DAVIS

Ann Be Davis will perform with guests,
the Skapegoats, Friday Sept. 22, at Club
Hudelberg, 215 N. Maun, 2au Arbor. For
nformation, call 663 7738

@ 3-D INVISIBLES

3-D lavisibles will perform aloog with
Screamln Savage und the Cavemen, Kaos
Klers and Zombie Surfers oo Saturday,
“Trpi 72; at Hamtramck Pub 2048 Canuit. -
off 175,

® JOHNNY ALLEN

Johany Allen will perform Saturday,
Scpt. 23, at Skylights, 49 N. Sagizaw, '
Poatiac, For Informatlon, call 334-9292.

© URBATIONS

The Urbations will perform Saturday.
Sept. 23, at Rick’s American Cufe. 611
Church, Ann Arbor, For information, call
996-2747.

® TRACEY LEE

Tracey Lee and the Leonards will per-
form Friday and Saturday, Sept. 22.23, at
ibe Bllad Plg. 202 S. First, Aon Arbor. *
For lnformation, call 996-8555.

- Johnny Allen
wiil perform
Saturday at
Skylights in
Pontlac.
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LETTERS FROM HOME: A
rather disturblng note passed by our
desk recently, Sensitive Blg Guys
say they will be calling It quits after
a palr of “farewell shows" Friday,
Sept. 20. at Paycheck’s Lounge in
Hamiramek and Saturday, Sept. 30,
at Club Heldelberg in Ann Arbor.,
The Blg Guys wlll open for the Jusk
Mookeys for both shows.

According to the Sensitive Big
‘Guy newaletter, issue No. 5, the four
‘members are leaving lo pursue out-
slde interests.

Gultarist and vocalist Brian Rus-
sel will become the “oldest and first
non-hispanie member of Menudo.”
Bass player Steve Bauer will resume
hlg teaching career at the Dale Car-
negle Schoo). Rob Paul has been
asked to play keyboards on an up-
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«coming Bon Jovi tour.

‘That didnt arouse our suspicions
so much as the line about gultarist
and vocalist Rob Varney devoting
his time to knitting and pottery.
C'mon, Varney probably doesn't
know the difference between a pair
of knilting ncedles and a palr of
chopsticks,

“Let's Just say it's lruc, for now"
sald Varney, trying lodge his
tongue in hls cheek wllhunt chollng
“Let’s just say there will probably be
a_reunlon tour in a couple of
mon

Durlng the layoff, the band plans

" to write some new material. So not

to worry. The Sensitlve Blg Guys
will ride agaln.

Another band on hiatus for awhlle
is World State, which ts looking for a

new drummer after Todd Kulmao
left recently. The band is also busy

.wriling some new songs, according

to slnger Rachel Slonott,

Incidently, World State and Senst-
tive BIg Guys are both featured on
the compitation CD release “Detroit
Underground, Vol. 1," which is avall-
able at finer record stores In the
area,

RELEASES AND OTHER PIEC-
ES: The "“Underground Detrolt” CD
is one of several releases from bands
in the arca. The Civilains, Opossurns,
Flgure 4, No Right No Wrong and
Ganpt:r Fun all have products in
record stores.

All of them avold the the REM./
U2/1ggy of the Stooges/Cure rehash
some bands are partleularly fond of
playing.

Glynn Scanlan of the Idiots sent
along his band's recently released
tape. The raucous brand of Livonia
punk has been getting regular air
play on Scott Campbell's *Detrolt
Music Scene” radlu show that is
heard oo WDTR-FM,

CLUBBED: The club scene plcking
up again alter the August doldrums.
Roland Diazie booking several acts
from this arca Wednesday through
Saturday at Club Hddclberg in Ann
Arbor and Todd's has started Mon-
day music senes featuring local
bands.

Goue 24, a natlonal act, wili per-
form a special show tonight at
Todd’s, No cover until 10 p.m. Alter
that, it costs $3.

— Larry OConnor

Here are Aody Gould's top 10 LPw
Gould's radlo show can be heard 3-7 pm.
Mondays on WORB-FM90 3.

1 "Stone Hoses.” Stone Roses {Sitver-
toow)

2. “Mother’s Milk,” Red Hot Cxil
Peppers (EMI). )

3. “much." Nlrvm {Sip Pop).

c “Super Fuzz . . . Med Hosey (Sub

'op).
s Hea Thing" Faith No More (Slash)
6. “Museum.” Mary My lope (Sil

ade Oul,” Loop (Chapter 22).

op $a1d,” Darllag Bads (Columbia).

9, "Chemistry Set,” Coembstry Set (Rood
Records).

10. "Window (o the World," Question-
nalres (EMI).

Here are the top 10 songs recelving alr-
play oo “Detrolt Music Sceoe,” which is
heard 4-5 pan. Sundays (repeated 5:30-
&30 pm. nmnmwmmvu
l “In Her Heart,” 24 Goee. -

2."0aly You,” Tee ldiots.

3. “Tomorrow Just Another Day,” Soa of

Sam.
4."It's So Hard,” Peter G.

9 * Object,” Nemeis.
10 “Steroids!,” No Right No Wroag.

LOVE AMONG
THE CANNIBALS

— Starship

There are times when it's just not
warth It — writing these reviews I
mean, OK, so I get to hear a lot of
the latest releases, and usually that's
0ot too bad. It can be enjoyable.

But then along comes that one day
when (t's tme to pay the ferryman.
‘That one day the editor has beea rel-
Ishing. He's a gentle soul beneath It
all, but it's the evil mallclous side
that commes out after a late Sunday
night’s indulgences. Monday morn-
ing has arrived a bit too quickly. Ev-
crylhing {3 colored bloodshot.

The Monday . morning Mr. Hyde
glares in my dlrection and sces the
innocent, blameless chlld who slaves
50 selflessly to make him happy. A
cracked Freddy Krueger grin breaks
across hls face. Ho kicks a passing
messenger boy and taunches an LP,
Frisbee-style, toward me. Upen ex-
tracting the ahnrpencd vorner {rom
my eye, and in an Immense philo-
sophlcal moment, I comprehend the
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heavy toll to be pald for the deca-
dent ilfe fed by all record reviewers,

But my sadness runs deeper than
that. It is a heartfelt devastation for
the whole of humanlty, It [s a slap In
the face of Glasnost. It 1s an aberra-
tion that strikes against East, West,
black, white, Arab, Jew, Cathollc
and Protestant. It s a erime to be
treated with the same contempt re-
served for the evil of the Holocaust.

Ignore thelr despicable attempt to
fool you with the name

Jefferson Starship has released a
now album,

Burn 2s many coples as you can,
Wo have got to work together to save
the world. Greenpeace will forgive
for you darmnging the ozone layer for
this one cause.

Please God, be merciful in our
hour of need. .

— Cormac Wright

MARSUPIAL
ERUPTIS

— Opossums

Opossums don't put a head.
lock on the musle listener and whip
them Into submission. Instead, this
Ann Arbor-based foursome plays an
endearing brand of a rock’n’rotl that
Lovites you to sit down and enjoy a
tall cool one. *

‘The Opossums make it sound 20
slmple on thelr X1-song debut LP on
the lndependent label Piczic Hom
the

casy backwoods beat, snappy
lyrlu nnd cffortless vocals are the
ballmarks of*Marsupial Eruptis.”
What's remarkable is ibat this disc
was knocked off In two days’ time in
the studlo, providing not only a live
feel but n cohesiveness as
Whether it’s the Byrd's-like gultar
lUnea provided by Mark Neff and
Marty Fletcher on nurnbers such as
“Hearts Run Wild" and “Roll River*
to the rock'n’coll free-for-all “Alpha-

bet Roadway,” a tightness prevails,
The Opossums are definitely chart.

PEACE AND LOVE
—The Pogues

Oliver Cromwell's name Is not of-
tea mentloned in rock and roli lyrics.
But the English lord protector is
cursed on The Pogues fifth record-
ing. [n a song thal sent lUstesers
scurtying to their World Books.
Cromwell bandits ravaged Ireland In
1649, and on “Young Ned of the HUI"
huhdunned“lobmlnhd.lu)

'Htla notwlunundlng. “Peace

Ing their own course. Love" is as ted (is thnt I.ha

Fletcher does a good portionof the  word?) as past mrdmp. e band
songwriting. His country/blucgrass  that made its name setting Celtic
influences can be heard in bits and  gounds to a thump-thump-thump
pleces of cach song without beat d.

Iﬂ;e somebody on some revivallst

Neu is the other half of Opossurns
songwriting tandem. He's no slouch
cither, contributing two excellent
oumbers in "In and Out” and “Some-
thing's Here.” The latter pulls you by
alasso of some great guitar hooks,

Also, aside from the music, the
Opossums bave a flrst-rate package.
‘The cover is sharp and the lner
notes are easy to read.

U you've never bought an album
by a local band, there's no better
place to start than here.

— Larry O’Connor

exXpan
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Stralns of pop music zppear via
catchy electric guitar riffs and melo-
dies — 14 bl inall,

Ig songs

Phillip Chevron has weitten two n!
the best, “Lorelel,” a love song with
a mythical feel, and “Blue Heaven,”
a rancous ride through fantasy

Singer Shane McGowan brings us
back to reality, of course. He sports
& beard on the album cover, but bas
not mellowed. Hla “Boat Train”
takes us an an entirely dufmnl ride
and he spews words like v

“Down All the Dag” tcll: the st.ory
of “Christy Brown, a clovm around

o N
Y

town/ now a man of reknown from
Dingle to Down."

Tribute is pald to london, the
band’s collective hometown, with
two songs. One i3 an embarrassing
McGowan serenade. The other, &
Jem Finer love song set oo Albert
Bridge, is more evocative: “1 dreamt
we were standing/ By tho banks of
the Thames/ Where Lhe cald gray
:lva]:en rlpplel Ia the misty morming

The mix on “Pescé and Lova”
scems a bit heavy-handed at times,
The sound 13 sometimes too layered
for a1 band that sounds best rollicking
onallvestoge.

Totez: Tha albem 13 ded-

0 flaal
lmlzdtolhavavlcumnimmg-. !

lsh foothall stadlum digscier, and
tho fellow on tha cover haa llx fin-
gerz. Peace acd Love,

—.BrwnL' .:ce‘zb—
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