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Wnyne Cotter hna always ndmimd lhc wark of laluvlalon-om

comedians such as Alan King.

COMEDY CLUBS

By Bob Sadler
gpoclal wrltor

Just when you thought all the
comics In the world came from New
York, here comes Wayne Cotier.

Oopa. He's from New York, too.

But he was born there, not fust
transplanted by the necessities of
comedic big time. Still, a lot of the
comles roaming the American club
circult happen to be from the city
that doesu’t aleep, the Big Apple.
Cotter just thinks the comedy factor
is a matter of pereentages.

“There’s a lot of people living in
New York," Cotter said.

BORN IN the Bronx, Cotter shuns

“Diee” Clay. “Thot act of his . ..
well never mind, I forgot for a min-
ute that this is print,” Cotter said.
Cotter has maintained a commit-
ment to clean material through the
years, and it has carned him regular
status on “Late Night with Letter-
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man" and appearances on the Show-
time Comedy All-Stars and “The To-
night Show.” He belleves the televi-
slon work has been a mnatural
autgrowth of hls approach to come-
dy.

“I'VE ALWAYS done my act like I
was working on televislon,” Cotter
said. He mentioped how he leaves
the microphone on the stand (some-
thing only a fellow comle would pick
up on) and keeps the comedy

. squeaky clean.

He started developing the comedy
technique at an early age, making an
impression on family, {rlends and
others.

“In fourth grade, my teacher
called my mother In for a confer
ence. 1 was terrified. I dida’t know
what I was dolng wrong.

“My mom canfe home all excited
because what he'd wanted to dlscuss
was her kid's cxceptional sense of
humor,”

By Cotter's teen years years, his
zeal for comedy became even more
apparent.

“ALL THE kids back then were
getting into Iron. Butterfly and
Mountain. I had comedy albums, I
had a blg clunky tape recorder that
was my dad’s.

“J used to hold the micropbone to
the TV and record the comedians,
then listen to them over and over
again. T had all of them memorized.”

Among his favorite comles of that
time were Robert Kleln, Bob
Newhart, Shelly Berman, Albert
Brooks, Mel Brooks and Alan King.
“1¢ 1 could turn into another comedi-
an, Alan King would be the guy.”

When Cotter finished high school,
an electrical engineering scholarshlp
put him in Philadelphia — at the

- Unlversity of Pennsylvania,

He never- got hls degree but man-
aged to get a day job in engineering.
At night he performed at Philly's
Comedy Works, on of the first places
on the infant club circuit.

BY 1981, Cotter quit his day job.

‘The turning polnt of Cotter’s ca-
reer came In 1987, when “Late Night
with David Letterman” left a mes-
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sage on hls answering machine, He
was on the show the next day and
has become a regular.

Those appearances on “The To-
nlght Show" and Showtlme {with Blr-
mingham's own Tim Allen) also in-
creased recognition of him.

Like al] the comics around today,
Cotter is riding the crest of the com-
cdy boom, which has scen clubs
spring up just about everywhere.

However, Cotter knows all good
things must come to an end, and that
eventually the club clrcuit will
shrink, with just the better-run
places surviving.

He's determlncd to stll) be stand-
ing on his comedlc feet.

“There were comedlans before
(the boom), and there'll be comedi-
ans after it. I'm just trylng to make
sure I'm one of the guys stlil there.”

Wayme Cotter will appear Fri-
day and Saturdey at Main Street
Comedy Showcase in Ann Arbor,
Call §96-9080 for information and
reservations.

Here are some listings of come-
du clubs in our area. To let us
‘know who is appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comcdv Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

© BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN

- Jimmy Rhodes will perform with
Downtown Tony Brown and Dan Lo-
gan Friday-Saturday, Sept. 15-16, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
'Detroit. Show times are 9 and 11:15
‘p.m. For information, call 881-2581.

@ CHAPLIN'S EAST

John Caponera will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, Sept. 20-29, at
Chaplin’s East, 34244 Grocsbeck,
Fraser. Show times are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 830

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH -
Dwight Sirde wlll perform Thurs-
day-Saturday, Sept. 20-23, at Chap-
li's Plymouth .In the Plymouth
Radisson, . 14707 Northville Road,
rslganonth For Information, call 454-

@ CHAPLIN'S WEST

Rosa Bennett will perform Tues-
day-Saturday, Sept. 19-23, at Chap-
lin’s West, 16890 Telegraph, south of
Six Mlle, Detrolt. For Information,
call 533-8888.

O HOLLY HOTEL

Downtown Tony Browa will per~
{form along with Halley Panzer and
Chris Jakeway will perform Thurs-
day-Saturday, Sept. 2123, at Holly
Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly. Show
tmes are 8:30 p.m. with addlitional
10:30 p.m. shows on Friday and Sat-

and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
_For informatlon, call 792-1802.
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DINNER

WHERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER, .
YOU CAN CUT THEM WITH A STICK.
diced sizzied

pmod oniroe FREE.
Lolore your eyes, and f you reaRy noed & knife, that's on 13 100,

REN CEN (adacent to The Westin Holel)
DEARBORN (at Fairlane Center)
TROY (West Big Beaver Road)
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Japanese Steak House

.~ FREE
BIRTHDAY

from Novi Hlllon)

© JOEY'S LIVONIA

Leo DuFore will perform along
with Brent Cashiman and Steve Bills
Thursday-Saturday, Sept 21-23, at
Joey’s Comedy Club, 36071 Plym-
outh Road, Livonla. Show times are
9 p.m. Thurzday and Friday and 8:30
and 10:30 p.m, Saturday, For reser-
vatlons, call 261-0555.

© LOONEY BIN

Peter Berman will perform along
with Tommy Cuann and Stacy
DuFord Thursday-Saturday, Scpt.
21-28, at the Wolverine Lounge and
Looney Bin Comedy Club, 1655 Gles-
gary, Walled Lake. Show times arc 9
p.m, Friday and 8 and 10:15 pm.
gg};:niay For information, call 669-

© LOONEY BINTOO

Mario! will perform Friday-Satur-
day, Sept 22-23, at the Looney Bln at

the Roxy, I-94 and Haggerty. Show
times are 9 p.m. Friday and 8 and 10
p.am. Saturday, There's a $5 cover
charge. For information,. call 693-
1829.

O MISSKITTY'S .

Al Aprill will perform along with
Garle Lewis Thursday-Saturday,
Sept. 21-23, ot Miss Kitty's Comedy
Club, Long Branch Restaurant, 595
N. Lapeer Road, Oxford, Show.times
are B p.m. Thursday; 8 and 10:30
p.m, Friday and Saturday, For infor-
matlon, call 628-6500,

© MAINSTREET

Kirkland Teeple will perform
Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 20-
ZL Tim Cavansgh will rm Fri-

y and Saturday, Sept. 22-25 at
Mnlnstme( Comedy Showcase, 314
, Ann Arbor, For Informa-

uvm call 996-9080.
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Falvey Motors of Troy

“THE FALVEY TENNIS CHALLENGE”

presented by

THE TENNIS COMPANY

SATURDAY,; OCTOBER 7, 1989 « « « 7:30 P.M.
Centaur Racquet Club - 5700 Drake Road - West Bloomiield
TICKETS $10.00 - TICKET.INFORMATION CALL (313) 661-2000
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FRAZIER

#33 IN THE WORLD

CARRIE

* CUNNINGHARM

#94 IN THE WORLD

Participating Sponsors:
THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS

THE BOUTROUS COMPANY

V{.J. & ASSOCIATES
FILA SPORTS
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