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By Cassy Hans
otaftwriter

Farmingion Hills taxpayers will

" spend an estlmated $330,000 more

thls year to dump their garbage,
. T2a city has discovered, as have
other cities, such as nelghboring

- Parmington, that they have no coae

tro}-over the escalaling cost of gar-

;- . bagedisposal -
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. Although Farmington Hills offi-
cials:budgeted for a substantial In.
crease for such services this year, a
47 perceat increase in dumplog fees
by Erowning Ferrls Industries will
takem:the cost up to an estimated
$877,000 for tho year, clty manager
. Costick advised other city
offleials last week.
Farmington réported the same in-

By tioroan Flack
staft writer'

crease earlier this month,

““There I3 & monopoly oo this situn-
tlop. There's no controi over it,” Cos-
ek sald.

FARMINGTON HILLS gpeat,

$540,000 for garbage disposal last
year, and had budgeted $760,000 for
the current year.

Browniog Ferrls, commonly
knawn as BFI, s one of the Inrgest
garbage haulers In the country and
owns the closest landfill to the
southwestern Oakland County area,
in Washtenaw County. Slnce taking
over the landflll four years ago,
Browning Ferris has refused to algn
contracts with local cities, which al-
lows the company to increase fecs at
will, usually twice per year,

The city of Farmington arnounced

To fax or not to

stalf/eurriculum development.
Last week, the school board de-

The Farmington school board's
technology advisory commitice has
ymmended that Farmington Pub-
1i¢’Séhools make waves In high tech-

noldgy and become fax-compatible -

willi‘ather public places, ke Librar-
1es and busnesses.
t sorme school board members

" say Btudents are more [nterested In

faxing for fun rather than learning
abont technology.
3

?};umnot Justify 1t sald Jack
Inch, school board- tregsurer. . “The
{igz?, time_someone comes in bero
atd-says someons is ordering lunch
from a reataurant to the school, I
vwriiat that person reprimanded.

I4n educational tool Is an educa-
742 tool. It's not a way of saying
helip to somebody in another bufld-
in ,;Zluchsald. .

F{IE PURCHASE of a facalmile
thine for educational instruction
d bo a new application for a
1 district, acconding to Judith
¢, asslatant superintendent
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layed app $83,963 from the
geaeral fund {o buy 28 Fujitsu fac-

e machines, Including a three-
year maintenance contract for each
school medin center.

The board asked district stalf to
submit more Information on lnstruc-
tional uses of the machlnes before
the recommendation can be voted
on.

THE FAX machines will allow
students to share hard-copy re-
saurces with other institutiozs, such
as libraries, hospitals, businesses
and other schools, sald Peggy
Schmidt, Farmiogton Publie Schools
media services dlrector,

“This Is an opportunity io put
faxcs in the media centers and begin
to get stalf members and studeats to

use tbe machines and see the ways

they can be used as part of the high-
technology that they are involved ln
every day,” White said.

Each school will be responsible
for monitorlng the mechines, but
there are no guarantees the ma-
chines will not be misused, sald Mi-
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carller this month it would dip into
its reserves to pay an additional
$33,000 becausa of the increase. The
recent increxse will cot heavily lto
the $200,000 Farmington Hills re-

serve account,

Slnce . 1978, cities have watched
dumplng fees Increaso 1,414 percent,
200! to from Eoth

from thesa angual Increases, as tho |
landfHl owners and operators fully

that they are a
Limited resource which is In Leavy
demand,” Farmington city manager
Robert Deadman sald.

“I am sure any protest . . . to the
ould

AS NEARBY communities are
advised of these dumplog increnses,
they continue to struggte to find ef-
{ective alternative ways of disposing
of thelr garbage, including recycllng
and composting programs.

.The six-clty Southwest Oakland

Solld Waste Consortium, which In-

. cludes both Farmington and Farm-

ington Hills, formed an authority In

1987 and s continulng to work
isque,

Oakland County 1s also addressing
the fasue. But Costick sald even when
an Qakland County-owned landflil
site Is approved and ready for use,

costy are expected to at least double .

for communities.

landfill pi y
only recelve a pollte ear without any
change In thelr policy.”"

fax is the question fof

chael Flanagan, acting superintend-
ent.

But a-code lock can be pro-
grammed In each fax machine that
would only allow staff members to
permit student use. .

Trustee James Abernethy also
was concerned only two bids were
submitted for the recommended pur-
chase of the machines.

] Phillp Arnold
called the receat BFI action “high-

les put pressuro on tha stato with re-
latlon to the company’s permits.

BUT HILLS councliwoman Jody
Soronen sald the problem “ls mot
unique £o us, I suspect It (talking to
the statc) won't get us very far,”

“This “In unconsclonable, what
they're trying to do,” added council-
man Aldo Vagnoxzl, “They're a mo-
nopoly shaking down the citiey, This
1s oaly the beginning.”

Vagnorzi sald perhaps the state

should conslder re-classifying gar- |
bage disposal ns a ytility and impos- -

ing the restrictionsthat apply to util;
ities. R
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THOMAS BIASELL, Farminglon
Hills director of public services, said
was

way robbery” and the eft-

Farmington Hllis-based Stockton
Olllce Systems was low bidder of
$63,963 over the Troy-based Fujitsu
Imaging bld of $68,560,

"JUST BECAUSE Flrmlngtbn bas
the money and Just because dxey'm

some of

first kid on the block to have it,” sald
Lorne Leon, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent. N

“I think you'll find the machine s
golng to st there most of the time
belng of no value to anybody and on
very ‘occaflonnl times, they will be

o "

looking to be a leader In tech
doesn't mean we have to rush into
something llke thls, just to be the

r purposes.’ .
“J use a fax machine dally. and 1

am unclear of the educational val-'

(creases, recalling

Gerbage-hauling costs Increase 47 percent

the lowest solid wasta disposal costs
In the country, and that otber states

are wllling to pay four times as .

much to.haul thelr garbage In. “The
crisls has crept thls far,” ho added.

Deadman sald landfill charges on
(he east coast are as high as $100 per
ton, compared with the $35 per lon
the ¢itles will pay this year,

Hills councllwoman Jean Fox
blames government intervention in
garbage collection for tho large in-
the days when res-
jdents hiced and pald for their own
garbage service.

“This [s sort of a government-cre-
ated problem,” she sald. “Maybe pri-
vate enterprise peeds to get back in.
When government does it (garbage
havllng) on these blg coniracts,
there’s no competition,”

schools

ue,” said Robert Ranney, a Farming-
ton Hills resident. “The fax machine
we use |3 very casy to use; you dial
the number on the telephone put the
paper. in the hamper when you hear
the tooe, you push the bution and ev-
erything clse happens.

“The expericnce is so slmple, 1
don't see a great deal of value In
teachlng students how to use it."
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