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5. You'vo heard of NIMBY, the acro-
ym' {orthe. Not.In My Back Yard
a0wd. “Those are the conservatlves
swgiiised-as liberals {or vice versa)
5 i approve of group homes, bath-
¥ ckes, shelters for the home-
ie2y, Gien admiitance to communlty
arks, eic, — a5 fong s they're in
sdmcole else’s neighbarhood.

Yo there are NOTS — Not On
’{1:15 Strect. The phenomenon was
{liscovered lust moith when the Ob-
erver: & Ecccotrie rap what we
linught was an innocuous article de-
ribing' the - rush-tiour perils that
akland County. eiders face as they
t055 town: We wrote:

‘But you with your thoroughfare
olr-falre are moving and groov-
agy zippiag along because you know
Juow . and where to avold gridlock,
trafflc tic-ups, road closings and ma-
Jer:highway headaches. You have a
ysecrel? route to work . ., Whether

is traveling on the shoulder, or °

sashaying down uncharted slde
streets, we'd Ilke to hear about It.
We'll complle the best responses [nto
a story about motorists like you, who
kavw how to beat the Oakland Coun-
ty traffic that's driving everyone
else crazy.” .

We were prepared for a smatter-
ing of telephone calls. from some
light-hearted folks around the county
offering innovative technlques for
survival deiving.

apes ..

WE WERE NOT prepared for the
alozen or so phone calls from a stngle
Bitrmingham  subdivislon berating
£fhe Eccentric for the article, which
dlicy saw as aimed directly at them
.and their ultra-earnest to

Brichey—

prevent . motorists  from c{lmng
through thelr  subdivislon from
sidams and Maple to Woodward,

9. The mid’morning eallers cajoled,
pleaded and threatened The Eccen-
dzic stafl, saying Inclusion of thelr
subdivisions as a “detour” in any ar-
Atele would mean lawsuits, pleketing

By Tim Richard
“S1alf writer

#'Roads are a cloud In Oakland
Tounty's economic sliver Hning. The
county Is virtually the victim of its
_own success as the office capltal and
Siigh technology paradise of Michl-

han.
o' “Clearly, business In Qakland
County is the engine drlving the eco-
“fomic recovery in Michlgan and is
Yreating Jobs at a breakneck pace,”
aid Brent Balr, deputy managing di-
‘ector of the County Road Commis-
slon, in recent legislative testimony.
4" John Grubba, OCRC managing di-
* Jrclor, insists that any new state tax
“noncy go inta the state transporta-
ton economic development fund.
briat will bring Oakland and a hand-
“fut of growth countles more benetit
'ﬂ han any other change.

Roads present 2 $940 million
problem. Here Is what county and
“Mate officlals say they're doing
“thout them.

Q. We're already paylng 15 cents
tax on a galios of fuel, \What hap-
pens to our share? |

A. Bair: The road commission has
i tatal budget of $60 mlilion, Malnte-
nance (patching, snow removal, dust

'.a..;onlmlb takes 30 pereent, engineer-

iib#g 6.5 pereent, traffic safety 11 per-

¢teat, adminisication 6.4 percent, in-

Fdance, workers comp and labllity

;2_1 percent.

% That ‘feaves 26 pereent, or $15.5
iulllion, for new constructlon.

. You've been throwlng aronnd
this-§940 million nurnber. Where dig
that come from?

2 #’AJobn Joy, public Information of-
ficer, OCRC: In 1988 we surveyed
sadets fn cvery community, asking
iem (9 1ist what work was needed
¥ handle cconomic growth: in the
llowlng decade, It's their list, not

19, . .
Ewun $94 million a year In needs

d:$15.5 million In the budget for
vonstructlon, the road commisslon Is

sothoen

Q. Your hoard chafrman, Richard
Yogl, says Soutkfleld has more off-
{ee space (ban Detrolt, that there has
beea,a,,100,000.Job increase in the
Jast two years, (bat Oakland Is get-
tnf itwokinds fof 1 all “the " office
growth {o the entire state, With all
shat hullding, why can't the property
1l 'y geoerate help with roads?
CA“BUIE By law, county property
taxes_can‘t_be. used {or roads, al-

: though citics may use thelr general
ues fur 2 oads
e -ourt: genera) fund
» 2urpl.. srcia which the counly

" ham Farms,

and canceled subscriptions to the pa-

r.
Carol Bragdon, a trustee in Blng-
of

o4

=

QOur conclusion; There's ot much
that's amuslng about rushi-hour traf-
I‘lv:‘ - . except perbaps for the unl-

what she said was the newspapet’s
Irvesponsibllity, saylog, “Our com-
munity will take great exception” to
publishing any secret routes,

board of commlssloners allocated us
$5 miltlon in non-property tax reve-
nues. We'd lke to see that increased
to $10 million.

Q. You were pushing far “develop-
er impact fees” like other states
bave, under which a blg developer
would pay for things like Iotersec-
tlon Improversents, ramps and traf-
fic signals as well as widenings.
‘What hnppened to that plan?

A. Balr: Thal's most popular with
the taxpayers, but it was defeated in
the state House of Representatives.
Rep. Maxine Berman, D-Southfleld,
guided it but has lttle esthusinsm
for trying agaln.

Bul developers are backlng off,
There have been abuses In other
states, where the money has been
used for pollce as well as for roads,

They're benefitlng from develop-
ment. They ought to chip in. We've
not giving up on the Idea.

Q. Are you siltl after a cu\inﬁy fuel
tax?

A. Bair: Yes, two cents a gallon
based on the current allocation for-
mula. It would gencrate $13 million
a year — 42 perceat for cities and

man, a
Bowers Street resident who zald hls
favorito route to the new Bowers
Street post office — which is expect.
od to bring mere traffic to tho pri-

viiloges, 58 percent for the road
commission,

The Leglslature wouldn't pass a
bill allowing us to put it on the bal-
lot Some northern countics that
dldn't like the idea at first may be
changing thelr minds. We did get a
vehiele reglstration fee that voters
in 1988 rejected.

We still belleve In user fees.

Q. There are a couple of leglsla-
tive proposals to raise fuel taxes.
You're in tavor, aren’t you?

A. Balr: No. The House proposal is

a 2-cents increase in the fuel tax,
ralsing $90 mllllon statewlde, plus a
one-cent per gallon fee on all petro-
leum products at the reflnery level,
raising $55 million, To the road user,
this sounds like a lot of money.
Wrong!
None of the petroleum products
money will be used an roads where
people ordinarily llve. It will be used
on the state highway system.

The $90 milllon gas fax revenue
must be divided among public trans-
portation systems, state trunk Lines,
roads In 83 countles and streets in
534 vllingea and citles, For the coun

ty roads In’ Oakland- County, this -
seems to mean a révenus Inereass of

marily residential street — takes
him right past the homes of Bir-
mingham clly commissloners Dante
Lanzetta and Henry Forster, Pre-
sumably, he toots his disapproval in
¢ passing, although city fathers didn't
Eant the post office on Bowers ¢l

$2.6 milllon, not qulite enough to ef-
fectlvely handle the wideaing of one
mlle of road.

And Ookland has 180 miles of
roadway in dlre need of widenlng.

Q. What about the Senate pro,

- 2 centa on the foel tax to pay off
$500 smilllon [n road bonds, plus state
trunk lines in Oakland County?

A. Balr; Not enough, The Michigan
Department of Transportation was
already committed to those trunk
line projects (Haggerty Road, M-59
and M-275).

Q. The sponsar, Sen. Richard Fes-
sler, R-Commerce Tawnship, wanted
10 hold beariogs this summer oa his
Senate bills. Is that happening?

A. Fessler's staff: We'd hoped for
hearings this summer, but it looks
like Scptember or October. The bills
are [n the Finance Committee, not
Fessler's Transportation Committee,

Q. Let's go back to TEDF — the
economic development fund. That's
inplace, Is that helping?

A. Balr: Yes, Over two fiscal years
wo've received $12.2 million In Cate-
gory C money — congestion projects
on county primary roads and city

In other responses, we beard from
Barbara Levitt of Bloomfield Hills,
who faxed her route from Telegraph
and Lone Pine In Bloomlleld Town-
ship to Big Beaver and Coolidge in
Troy.

Levitt begins west on Lone Pine

major streets within urban counties.
Qakland gets 40 percent of that
statewlde money.

The state bas made a commltment
for $64.8 million over two to three
years out of its bond lssue,

Q. When will that money show up
as road Improvements? It seems to
take forever.

A. Joy: It takes time. The taxes
must come :?n stream. There Is pl:‘-
lminary epglneering to do to avo
barm fo lzkes and wetlands, Then
ulnere is a state eavironmental re-
view,

Locally there are hearings and
public Information programs, If fed-
eral funds are involved, there must
be grade Inspections. It takes time
for right of way acquisition.

Flnally there Is construction time,
anludlng arranging for bypasses and
etours,

Q..0CRC chatrman Vogt says that
“tralfic paths have changed algnifl-
cantly. No louger do commuters
travel {from sleepy lttle suburban

villages to the big clty of Detrolt.” *

What are yon dolng ebont Intra.
conaty and cross-sabarban roads?

on & clreultous route that takes her!
“past Labser Lo the first constructlont
(at Cranbrook Schools).” She winds!
briefly through a neighborhood be-
fore she gets back on Lone Pine to
Woodward construction and “two.
blocks south to the first turnaround®
and north on Woodward.” Then it's
back to the subs and then Waltles to
Coolldge to Cunningham “which is*
behlnd the K mart Corporate Head.
quarters to the parkiog lot of 3250
W, BIg Beaver.” .

“THE GOOD NEWS,"” she said, “Is
that I am always moving. The bad
néws is that it seems to take forever,
But, 1 do avold Quarton {at all costs)
ot rush houe,"

R. Long of West Bloomfleld had
his own solution for improving area
traffic: outlaw Concerned Citlzens
for West Bloomfleld, the activist
graup that bas opposed the extension
of Northwestern Highway.

“The extension of Northwestern
Highway has to go through. Just be-
cause it goes through expensive real
estate i3 no reason to deny it. They
do more harm than good. They're o
selfish group and other West Bloom-,
{led residents don't agree with them.,

“They're quoted us spokesmen for
the township but If they can't ex-
press the viewpolnts of other peoplé
in the township they should fold up
thelr teats, Lorna McEwen (a long;
time member of the group) lives one
mile from her work . . . Of course
she has no trafflc problems.” (Actu-
ally McEwen lives about four mlles
away).

Susan Telford of Farmington Hills
1s resigned to drivers cutting through

" . her subdlyision to avold the 12 Mile/

., Drake subdlvislon. Trafflc goes 35 to
40 mpb In & subdlvision without side-
whlks.

“T-eras a working person myssl, I
don't dbject to the tralfic. We're
golog to have that, but I wish they'd
be more aware of the residential na-
ture of the nrcg_\wlé{hnnhl}:l;:n. 1 lclem-
muted for a long'time.-Lkogw Vs 3
problem.” il

akland lacks m@-ne}} for roads, repairs”

A, Joy: In the last flscal year, we
spent more than §8 million on new
aoad constructlon to reduce conges-

on.

One project was Long Lake Road
from Franklin to Middlebelt in
Bl 4 and West Bl 1
tawnships, a cost of $2.1 million. .

Toe other was Blg Beaver Road’s
final section in Troy, which cost
slightly more than $6 milllon, *

Note that both of those are east-
west roads,

Q. What are some of the projects
the road commission is seeking tmon-
ey for? S

A. Joy: We've been approved by
the state for projects in: :

© Southfleld ~ Franklln Road
bridge over 1-§96, $1.8 million.

#® Rochester Hi Hamlln
Road, $5.3 milllon,

© Aubum Hills — M-59 at Squir-
rel and Adams roads, $14 milllon,
and Auburn Road, $2.3 miilion.

© Farmington Hiils — 12 Mile,
$3.2 million.

© Troy — 1-75 at Crooks, Long
Lake, and Square Lake roads — al-
most $11 milion. .

Road commission -

operates

The Oakland County Road Com-
mission’ won't get county gemeral
{fund mooey iI execulive Danle]l T.

on its own

shown no Incllnatien to repcal‘(ne
grant. -

M?rphyhuhhwny. N ., MURPHY HAS talked openly
. 'W’l"mnl control the diture, from time to time of a home-tule
yeah,” sald Murpby In reply 0. &  charter for Onklazd and of unifying
road offlcial’s request for $10 mil-  the administration. Only Wayne, of
Ilo.n of geperal fund mosey. . . Michigan's BS counties; kzs a charter
“No way am [ golog to give thern  and has been able to get state legls-
;35) milllon,” sald Murphy..__ who latlon bringing the road agency into
thinks y-wid county g .The
tive departments should bo ugified operates It through his publie ser-

under the county executive’s office.

THE ROAD commtssion operates

with a share of state gasoline and

- welght taxes and under separato
laws, -

The three road commission board

members &ra appolnted by the elect.
commissl

ed county board ‘of

loners,
. Otherwiss, the road ‘sgency {3 an e~
u:;ql{ncplnrlwunnolmmm, ent,

board of commissioners. voled - §

million of a gencral fund surplus for
rotds and then muitered & two-
thirds vote to overrido-ihe execu.
tiva's velo. But commissioners have

’

z:'cu dcpan&)cal. and commission-
approve the separate t. .
“Wo haven't nbanﬂoncm_c 1dea,”
said Patrick Nowak, Murphy's depu-
ty and- political’ right- arm,:{'bat 1
.have pothing to update you an.”
Nowak's energles have been de-
voted this year to réorganizing and

‘suburban bus -qmon:ﬁb chilrs,,
. Nowak sald no one Has challenged
the fo2d commission's essertion that
.+ Wero.ara $840 milllon of rond nesds
- .ta be met over 10 years for ecotiom-
-, o expasion, Nowak calied tha num-

. ber “a‘compilation of all the locali-
O tenwlshlists .




