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Up side of gridiock
Fatalities, speeding
accidents go down

By C. L. Rugsnolcin N
otaff writor

BcUeve it or not, gridiock h:u an
up side

Though the state's seat belt law
has reduced traffic fatallties in Oak-
land county, congested roads may
also have played some part In saving
lives.

“When you have a lot of conges-
tion, what accidenis you do have
tend to be property damage rather

tor of
Ior the Traffle Improvement Assocl-
ation of Oakland Cmmly.

After all, if you're bogged down In
traffie, you're not moving very fast.
And, as we've heard, speed kills.

Traflle

DeCorte. “We doo’t know the rela-
tlonship.”

‘What he does know is that there's
no Immedlate remedy In sight. “We
in Oakland County simply don't have
the money to bulld roads,” DeCorte
2ald. “And frankly, a lot of commua-
itles don't want bigger roads because
widening the roads will draw more
traftie.”

“What we're working on now are
some soluticns available, some
uoique idcas,”. DeCorte ‘said. “We're
looking at worklng with cqmmerdal
and major huslncssm to scc what
can be done.”

,The ideas they plan to promiote for,
employces of Oakland businesses Jo-
clude “work hours, "job sharing; dnd

showed a total of 48,622 traffic ncel.
dents in"1980 — a 43 percent hike
over the 1980 total of 33,398. .
However, traflic fatalltics, drunk
driving and speeding accidents were
down, due in part to clogged roads.
All this as 100,600 more residents
and $324 million worth of new
homes, offices and businesses were
added to Oakland County since 1990,
. ALTHOUGH IT would scem logl-
cal to conclude that more traffic re-
sults in more accidents, “there’s no
way of telllng how many accidents
are caused by overcrowding,” sald

Make the
developer
chip in

- By Brlan| l.n-gm
s1at writer

“There 13 no way we will be able

to lay enough road to get ourselves
out of tralfle gridlock,” says Peggy
-Johnson, a local environmentalist.
+ Johnson sald the commute from
ber Qaklard Township home to work
in Utica uzed to take 20 minutes.
Now it takes 40.

The way out of stalled traffic fs

.not more and bigger reads but more
sensible development, she said. Po-
:litical officlals must reconsider op-
tions like regional tnnsporuuou.
car pooling and better planned col
munities. Towns should bo deigned
to allow residents to walk from
home to stores, work and schools,
.she zaid,
. Johnson, a member of the East
Michigan Environmental Action
Councll advisory board, sald she ls
concerned with suburban sprawl.
{People are meving further north and
west from former population centers
.Detrolt and its older suburbs, aban-
doning one Infrastructure — roads,
sewers, bulldings — while creating
another.

{four-day work weeks,
“Seven thirty am.isa pcak travel
tlme™for employ DeCorte satd.
b allowed ~

ers apparently put the word out

Plche sald he got a letter from acll-*

ent of one of the businesses, aigned
by four other people, saying he was
erazy, He also suggested employees
cxlt the Parkway via Woodward and
use the turn-around to go west on
Long Lake, He'll cheek for compli-
ance after Oct. 30, when construc-
tlon on Woodward s scheduled to
end.
THE FOUR-DAY work week was
a success for county road maintes
nn;adce crews this summer, DeCorte
said.

" Crews warked four 10-hour days
Monday through Thursday and took
Fridaysoff.

“One of the deflnite beneflts was
that we didn’t get in anybody’s way,”
when people headed north for long
weekends, he sald.

Job sharing “lends liself well to
officc paper-processing types of
fobs,” DeCorte sald. “[nstead of hav-
Ing one person work an 8 to 5 job,
one person could work ¢ a.m to 1
p.m., and the other 1 pm. to 5 or 6

pm” .
The {dea would help not only traf-
fic, but get more people Into the em-

starting:and qultting times' for em-
ployees, it would spread the tratfle
over two three-hotiprush periods per
day, &9 am. ami ¥6 pm, he polnted

“Ch!e! Dave Plc.he {of the Bloom-
field Hills Police) attacked this prob-
lem bead-on," DeCorte zald, “He had
2 proklem wllh pcople ‘makiog left
turns at\5° p.am from Bloomfield
Patkway onto Long Lake Road.”

Plehe.wrole a letter to the busl-
nesses ‘in the parkway suggesting
they stagger quitting times.

Did 1§ work? Not yet, but cmploy-

arena, he said,

One more fdea the county is work.
ing with {s retraining of sealor citi-
2¢n drivers In a program called 55
Allve/Mature Driving.

“‘We're helping them learn to work
with congestion, to do their errands
at less busy times.”

It will take a lot of coordination
within the county and the business
community to make the sclutions
work, DeCorte said.

“There are more solutions to the
congestion problem than (levying)
m?drr. taxes and building roads,” he
saf

Sometimes it's one step back before taking two steps forward.
Road construction causes more than its share of congestion.

The sprawl damages the environ-
ment, destroying . valuable wooded
areas and wetlands, and isn't fiscally
sound, she said,

“THIS AREA CAN'T afford mmc
sprawl,” sald Lorna McEwen,
member of the Bloomfield Tawn-
ship-based EMEAC and mpnsldcnt
of Conctrned Citizens for West
Bloomfleld. Both EMEAC and Con-
cerned Citizens are opposing a state
transportation department proposal
to expand Haggerty Road or supple-
ment it with a larger, limited
roadway In order to reduce traffic

“We not only bave throwaway bot-
tes, we have clties,” sho
sald,

Johnson sald there is a peed for

aceesy -

legislation to require developers to
pay some infrastructure costs, For
example, after The Palace of Au-

case the
monumental tralflc ﬁeups outslde
the facllity.

“All of a sudden we have to come
up with 2 whola lot of mooey to pro-
vide road {mprovements to move
cars off I-75,” ghe sald.

Johnson sald developer Impact
{ces would shlft some cost burdens
to developers and users of a develop-
ment. But the state ture
failed In & recent attempt to put Im-
pact fees [nto law, she sald.

Not every community secko improved roads,
Franklin Village residents want 14 Mile to re- .

DA DEAN/3taft photographar
main unpaved between Frankiln ond Inkster
roads to discourage through tratiic. ‘

Does your hometown
WANT better roads?

By Brian Lyseght
atat writor

West Bloomficld and Farmington
Hills officinly are boping a new and
lerger rozd will ease traffic gridlock
on Haggerty Road In west Cakland

County.

Fraoklin, meanwblle, s
dolng [ts best to cope with the cars
that clog its main street each after-
noow.

Whit Jozes, pmldcnt of Franklln
Vulaga. said a lloe of (ramc nlum
Fraoklln Road

ccnlcr nl the guaint little lnwn. De
spite the gridlock, there Is no call to
widen pr pave roads, be sald.

*We'd like to preserve Franklin as
itis Iulemlmalandhn a rostic

atmosphere, and I most of the
residents like jtas it il." Jonessaid,

Tha village Is seeking voter ap-
proval for money to hire another po-
lce officer whose primary duty
would be traffic control in Franklln
and nelghboring Blogham Farms,

. Jones said,

THE SI'A'I'E DEPARTMENT of
is

]

d to an-

nu\mea[ﬂurthlsyurpkmm:x-_

pand Haggerty Road, or to bulld a
new road west of Haggerty,

l.nnu McEwes, co-pra.ldenl of the

'anluuy. two-lane m fs
better than clg,hl Inge gridlock,” said
McEwen. The Concerned Citlzrees
group sngsuu adding a left-tumn
lane to help ense the tisup as well
accepting the situation.

Southfleld is expecting the come
pletion of 1-696, which will link the
county’s east side to its west
wili reduce tralflc o its east.
surface roads, said Pacl Terrian, as-
sistant director of the city’s Depart-

The state has also proposed anoth-
er entrance-exzit ramp to 1696, be-
toroen the Tamps at 'l'd&

graph and Orchard Lake. That too
would cut rush-bour in the

E

ik

jams
Telegraph/12 Mile/1-686 u-u, bo-
sald.

BODDO

I-98 and Pontiac Trail. i
notorious for rush-hour gridlock.
West Bloomﬂr.ld Townshlp offl-
cials are supportiog the new road,
and s0 Is Davld Call, assistan
manager in Farmington
"It's a very worthwhile pm)u:t
that needs to be construeted,” sal
Call.wbn Med the project.
roadway,

tn!ﬂc wm spill ento mnndlng
roads, causing more b

(

swelis to 125,000 during the day. -

Hills mmb—

plan that a consullant drew up vith-

in the lmitations of homeowners®
concerns.

TWO YEARS ago, homeowners
gmnpu l.hm pn:salled 5,000 :lzua-

petition
dty pmmlt ﬂve-l.ms rosds

drivers seek to avold tie-ups, C&ll.
sald,

‘The city Ls also working on fianc-
ing the redesign
Mile Road to make it a major cast-
west stroet, bo safd,

BUT CONCERNED Cilizens For
West Bloomfleld is oog group that
opposes the Haggerty Road expan-
slon. They say the new road would
damage the cnvironment, waste
money and actually increase traffic
problems [n the area,

A pew and bigger road would fiil
as quickly as the existing one, zald

So how about &%@eﬁ @eé&la@ C@umy ﬁﬁ"eﬁﬁa@@

Instead, the city will devdnp some
four-lane boulevards, which are

safer and more compatible with res-
{dential areas, ha sald,

Nelghtoring cities like Troy and
Auburn Hills, which havo leeger off-
ice, industrial or high-tech growth,
are responsible for bandling the traf-
fle that they produced, Baron sakd.

manage growth you
have to manage trnlﬂc. ke sdd.

. ‘Irgafa hocllc. real
_heclic'at 5 p.m. when I

l come'into work at

Kogan's restaurant

It {lllapla ‘end. ..

Y Tof: rsp‘ . Chaonging

1 tha imiing on the

t Hghts, making thant

*longor,'might ielp.”

. » = Bruco Williams

. Detrolt

‘Maplo Road west of
Telsgraph ie bad and
Maple ot Orchard Lake
tirytoavoidon
waekonds,’ .
— Suzan Cihan
‘Birmingham

‘I don’t think thoy
plannod woll enough
for the flcw of trafiic at
Square Lako and
Telegraph. Thero
aren’t enough wnm!ng
algnn.’ .

- Jay Bitznick

FPontiac

Jodi daasn’fm'e fmff -
eithnr. L
L e Nsn.,yAmhaerz
Waost 8o

_‘“Tno.construction

mpany dolng vork .
cn Square Lako Road -
has imf"a al l Lacked: ..

T Upsecp

Istly atrualy
rcur. lcan ovengot. -
inlo my el ﬂ’ww::ood,
and aletof pe ;:!o are’
gotting upool? .
— Lisa Peroz
Bloomfield Township




