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- The threat of toxicity is everywhere —
."paints, syringes, labs, cleaning agents, pool

T PERMEATES our lives.
chemicals, even liquld erasers.

office,

_Toxic or hazardous materials span every land
use: indastrial clal, residential
industrial-rescarch-office (IRO).

But in. Farmi Hills, il Philip

The city councll seems as ' .
confused at times as many of the
residents.

views the proposal, holds a public hearing and

* Arnold is right: Few staffers, planners or council

members possess the expertise to scrutinize ex-
isting or proposed uses of such matertals.

So we acknowledge the need for the city's

‘I newly named study committee on toxle or haz-

ardous materials.
Committee members bring strong technical or

. cnvironmental backgrounds. But we're not sure

they got the direction they expected at a Jolnt

glc!g. ;?“"c“/ on reason why r
COUNCILMAN ARNOLD, who recommended
forming the provided m

special conditions to keep out toxic
chemicals or waste, .

But who's going to monitor activity afterward?
The ity staff isn’t equipped to.

So “we're going to accept what developers tell
us,” as planning commissioner Paul Blizman put
it in one of the most insightful comments of the
Sept. 7 joint meeting.

in IRO zones is a
fear phar i}
genetic engineering and experimental product
development creeping in after inltlal approvals
quite different. Toxic waste dis-

Vague permitted uses k!.-y

ore
in his proposal than city leaders did in a two-
hour discussion.

Arnold sees the committee deciding If existing
city controls are tough enough in regulating per-
mitted toxic or hazardous materials.

He also sees it recommending protective
shields: usage limits or bans, regulatory stand-
ards, location restrictions, warehousing prohibi-
tions, code or ordinance revistons.

Transport and storage of toxic or hazardous
materlals will be key study points — for obvious
reasons.

We also urge disclosure requirements to make
all toxic or hazardous materials in use locally
part of the public record. Stiff fines should ac-
company noncompliance.

True, the city, even working with federal or
state agencies, can't regulate every such materi-

~ al. Still, its agenda should include educating the
. ‘publle .on the complexities of toxicity- — not

summarily dismissing thelr fears.

WHEN AN-IRO district I3 proposed near a
residential area, the planning commission re-

s

for
posal is another chief concern.

It’s not a paranola, as councilman Ben Marks
believes, but a legitimate fear of the unknown.
The burden to allay that fear falls squarely on
the study committee. The clty council seems as
confused at times as many of the residents,

QUALITY OF life is a top priority for cvery
Farmington Hills resident. Fears about environ.
mental danger is a major roadblock te achleving
the highest quality possible. . :

Enforcing toxic chemlcal and waste controls is
essentlal to penetrating that barrier, in our view.

Increased flre department inspections would
be one way to keep closer tabs of changes in op-
eration, chemical use and waste dlsposal, Bulld-
ing inspections are now done every 18 to 24
months,

We'd suggest a hazardous materials specialist
be added to the fire marshal’s division to oversee
! and assist'in gl 4

“Don't Worry, Be Happy” can't be the tune of
choice when fears of toxic fumes, toxic chemi-
cals and toxic wastes — whether real or imag-
ined — command center stage.

On the road

Traffic solutions are up to us

AKLAND COUNTY TRAFFIC isn't the
élg worst,
¥ Other suburbs surrounding major cit-
ies have it as bad or worse — ask mo-
torists in and around Washington D.C., Boston or
New York City — despite good inass transit sys-
tems. And, of course, L.A. is world famous for its
frecway parking lots, :

But that doesn’t mean we should accept the
slow golng as Inevitable, or that we should stand
by and watch gridlock grow.

There are steps being taken to attack what is
estimated as a $940 million problem.

© The Oakland County Road Commission
spent $15.5 million on roads last year, $8 miltion
of it on new construction.

© The road ission has asked 8
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Drug Free T-shirt Day:
worthy symbolic effort

A PANACEA It's not.

But I it helps save even one young
person from the deadly claws of
drug abuse, it'll be $30,000 well

spent,

So I can't knock Drug Free T-ahirt
Day ona Friday, Oct. 6, in the Farm-
Ington school district.

On that day, 12,000 students, fac-
ulty and staff will receive a T-shirt,
courtesy of Farmington Famllles In
Actlon (FFIA), with the message:
“Say Yes to Life (thumbs up), Say No
To Drugs (thumbs down)."

I nothing else, media coverage
will turn the spotlight on the need to
teach kids about the danger before
they're hooked on drugs.

Still, I'm leery about spending
$30,000 to outfit an entire school dis-
trict with T-shlrts for just one day,

So I trust Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills and Farmington Publlc
Schools, which together donated
nearly $21,000, will show leadership
In calllng for other events where the
T-shirta boast top bllling,

1 ALSO hope local businesses heed
FFIA’s suggestion and glve dis-
counts to kids wearing the T-shirts
throughout Qctober, National Sub-
stance Abuse Awarencss Month,

A discount wll! give incentlve to
wear the T-shirts. In turn, kids who
wear the T-shirts will represent

“walking blitboards for the drug-

fighting batlle — the best form of
T pressure.

Meanwhlle, I'm concerned that
what started out as a commuaity
{fund-raiser ended up with the cltles
and schools donating two-thirds of
the needed cash. Farmington Hllls
alone chipped {n $15,000 from pro-

* ceeds, representing cash or property,

selzed in drug raids by Farmington
Hills police. .

Parent groups, the teachers union
and some clvic groups alsc have con-
tributed. But strangely, few busl-
nesses have lent a hand. The fund-
ralser, coming amid President
George Bush's anti-drug plea on na-
tional television, scemed a natural
for corporate support.

At thls point, wlith $28,000
pledged, 1 guess it doesn’t matter
how the money was raised. The kids
of our communlty stand to beneflt.
That's most important.

DRUG FREE T-shirt Day is only
one part of Substance Abuse Aware-
ness Month, Michigan drug ¢zar Den
Reisig will kick off the month at a

Qct. 4.

Fc‘l‘ka lropm the P:iaptcgrove Al
Treatment Center In West Bloom-
fleld wlll discuss discases, family,
teens and Intervention as part of a

~ four-week series called “Are You
“Concerned?” at Harrison High,

Frank discussions with aports ce-
lebritles are planned for the. three
senlor highs.

Glyen the key rele they play in
klcking off the month, I hope Farm-
Ington school. officials are planning
speclal classroom ‘gndT nmgly pro-
grams to accompany, T-s! day.

To do otherwise wouldbe-chirking
their responsibility ™ as educators.
You can bet the lures of crack, booze
and pat won't go away without a rug-
ged fight.

T-shirt day isn’t going to cure the
drug problem,

But FFIA president Betty Nicolay
was right on [n saylng It'} “unfte our
communlty” and “let kids know we
support them in a drug-frec life.”

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Qbserver. .

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters musl be signed, original coples and include the address and tele- .
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication onty

for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send lelters to '
Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming- ;

ton 48024,

for the roads thetr projects further strain.

And the Legislature has failed to permit going
to the voters on a county fuel tax for road Im-
provements — a true user fee — that many think
would be more palatable than the
vehicle registration fee.

ON THE COUNTY level, the separation of
powers between the county executive and the

Ues to prioritize road needs, The commission
picks jts projects from this list.
© The road commission attempted to get add-

-ed funds through a countywide vehicte registra-
-tion fee that voters shot down last November.

" /@ The’ commission has improved crosstown

: travel with major renovatlons of Long Lake and .

Big Beaver roads.

. ©.And {ederal and state funds are building the
-biggle, 1-696, scheduled to open this fall. The
freeway s expected to give the area a major
boost in handling east-west, eross-county traffic.

_.BUT MORE solutions are needed. And they
can come from many levels — the federal, state,
county, community and individual,

More federal road funds must find their way to
Oakland ‘County. Republican U.S. Rep, William
Broomficld, whose district’ Includes a lot of
clogged Oakland County reads, sald during his
campaign last fall that big bucks were on the
way. We haven't seen them.

Sen. Carl Levin's latest press release boasts of .

a bill containing $15'million in federal loans for
land acquisition for the M-59 project, designed to
improve aceess and widen and repave the 60-
mile stretch through Livingsten, Macomb and

- Onkiznd countles.

- But. tha bill, though well-intentioned, still has
the'nietwork of red tape and human eompromise
0 go through — the Senate Appropriations Com-
ittee and bath houses of Congress. Ho hum.

-As for Lansing, it hasn't.done the job that [t

"needs te do: Legislate to have developers pay up

road works against the leadership
and coordination necessary to get more road
money and to get communities’ sipport.

Lack of a road commission master plan casts a
shadow on the process. .

Many communities'take the NIMBY {“not-in-
my-back-yard”) attilude and are unwilling to sit
down and look at a countywlde traffic solutlon
for fear that the solution might go through their
borders.

As individuals, enough of us aren't carpoollng
or taking the limited mass transil available, And,
we've gone full-tilt back to those blg cars, which
take up more room on the road. -

But mostly, we aren't holding our elected offi-
clalg accountable for our being trapped in traf.
fic.

We must require:

@ Developer impact fees.

© Cooperation, if not consolidation of the road
commission with the rest of county government.

© Local. city conimissions, township boards
and village counetls to sit down with other com-
munlties and consider the bigger transportation
picture. ! ‘

© Press for innovatlve soluttons.

© Vote added money when a fair proposal is
lald before us,

“We're really not in a crisis situatlon yet in
Oakland County, but we're on the leading edge of

Changes are
very alarming

To the editor:
As a close nelghbor and resident of

did {or are doing) the

will not bring any inslght, perspec-
tive, understanding or relevant facts
to the readers.

Would somebody please teil the
taxpayers:

& What s a &-percent ralse for
two years golng to cost?

the Forest Park Iam
very much alarmed and concerned
about changes taking place at Boys
Republle, L

T do not want a Jail in our peaceful
neighborhood. 1 believe the time has
_come to relocate Boys Republic.

| Re‘porting'
falls short .

To the edltor:

‘Thank you-for the Avg. 31 com-
mentary by Judith Donor Berne on
the negotiations, salarles and need
for {L.e, lack ef) accountability asso-
ciated with several local school dis-

tricta. o

Her brief summary included ob-

,}lo:llwa analysis as well as hard news
" (Lacts). . N '

1t Is‘most regrettable that your re-
porters cannot {or will not) take the
time or demonstrate the skills neces-
sary to put hard facts in thelr report-

* ing, They do not seém to realizo that
a few sell-serving, made-for-the-mes
dia quotes by these employees who

one,” says Traffi¢ Impr di-
rector Bruce Madsen,

Money, accountabllity, leadership, cooperation
— MALC, not NIMBY — (s needed. Or we'll be
trapped in traffic forever.

Stovo Darnsby managing editor

@ What Improvements In school-
wide and individual employee per-

- formance will the taxpayers sce as a

result of the added cost?

& How will the new wages/sala-
ries of teachers, bus drivers, ad-
ministrators and other employee
groups in Farmington, Livonla, ete.
rank with the same groups In other
school districts In the arca?

® What wili be the new monthly
average and medlum costs for each
of the employee groups — Includlng
fringe benefits — Le,; annual zalary
plus [ringe divided by nine months?

& How will tho naw monthly av-
erage salary plus fringe compare
with the same average for the tax-
payers In the various districts?

. @ What {a the corrclation be-
tween dropout rates and teacher/ad-
minlstrator labor costs over the lnst
flve years?
. @ What {3 the tatal operating cost
per fvll-time student In the public va.
private schools over the past flve
years?

* @ What s the ratio of tho total
cost for classroom teachers va. non-
classroom personnel over the fast
five yeara?

® What ls the correlation be-

®bgeruer & Ececentric Newspapers

tween of ooe
year of college or full-time employ-
ment of high school graduates and
the salary levels over the last five

years? Jobn Miller,
Farmiogtoa Hilla
Sen. Faxon |
off the mark
To the editor:
To; Sen, Jack Faxon, State Capitol,
Lansing. - ;
Re: Attempts (o dlssolve the
Clarenceville School District, whlel
1s 152 years old. X

Today, I feel compelled to write
you regarding the Clarenceville
Schoot Distriet. It doesn’t seem quile
fair that someone can move Lato a
distriet and immediately try to dis-
solve it, when she hasa't oven had
her chlldren attend our schools,

It appears to me that someone his
an ulterior motive for dolng this add
you are playing alang with the game.
Why should you, as a senator, rake
our tax dollars to pay off building
funds on a district that Is functlonldg
properly? ' :

As a taspayer and'a member of
the Clarencevllle School District,;I
wlish to state that I want my son {o
attend a smaller sehool. § feel that
you should attend Lo school districls
that are in need of help.

Barbara Robraff,
Livonfa

Judith Doner Barne assislanl managing editor
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Philip Power chaltman of the board

Dick isham general manager
Richard Brady dlrector of advortising
Frod Wright direcior ol circulation

Richard Aginlan president '
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