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Move letters to the editor . . .

Don’t blur
real issue

To the edltor:

Let’s stop confusing the lasue!

I bappen ‘to be a white man who
met Derwin Suceess playing basket-
ball at the Farmington YMCA about
clght months ago.

We dlda't even know cuch other's
names for the first five months.
‘Then I saw your first article about
what had been happening to him and
his famlly, and I decided I bave to do

* something. I plan op belng at the
Oct. 15 unity walk, -

Since then, 1 have read a lot of
things — good, bad or indifferent —
In the paper. And it has gotten a bit
ridlculous.

Let's stop confusing the Lssue here
and now! The {ssue remalns that
there is a terrible injustice here that

needs to be remedled. The unity
+ walk serves that purpose.

The issue 1sn't whether Mr. Suc-
cess Is a minister or not, a Ph.D, or
not, wears white socks ar not. It is
the fact there Is injustice here, and
many people would like to stand up
in support of what i right.

When your paper continues to
highlight non-lssues, the whole issue
is clouded.

Let's stop making up beadlines
and put support behind the real issue
here — make the unlty walk a real
success, "It s undeniable that the
goal here can eventually lead to pos-

+ Itive things.

« Thomas Maas,
Farmlngton Hills

-Mr. Success,
-don’t mislead

To the edito:

Asa n:ldcnt of Farmington who
grew up here, I feel compelled to
% comment on Mr. Success’ actions.

Flrst of ali, I was totally disgusted
~ . with the vandallsm done to hls house
and hope that the police find out who
has done this and take action against
- these “vandals.”

Isn’t that supposed to be the fssue:

vandallsm to' property? What the
"vandal.!" dld lo Mr, Success’ house
was a ‘racist act, but you would
. think, according to Mr. Success’ ac-

Qﬁite simp
our stand
are higher.

tions, that the cily of Farmington
and its residents were behind the
delinquents, when, In fact, the city
‘offlcials and resldeats have assured
aupport and help all aloog.

I feel Mr, Success has vislons of
himsell as the next “Revercnd”
Jesse Jackson, {ighting the universal
problem of racism by attacking
Farmington as one of the main cities
that are dangerous to black people.
- Which, by the way, 1s not true, ae-
cordlog to a Farmington resident
who s black and stated that fact at
Mr. Success) mecting.

" Mr. Success' demands are: recog-
nition of thé Rev. Martin Luther
King's birthday and Black History
Month and hiring of more black city
cmployces. Mr. Success should re«
solve hla demands in a democratle
fashion with petitions and let the res-
Idents vote on these [ssues.
Tbelleve that Mr. Success has tak-
en advantage of this incldent with ul-
terlor motives by tumning the prob-
lem of vandalism into city racism.
Steve Akins,
Farmlngton

Pool repairs
way too slow

To the edltor: . ,-
We're sorry we're not boys who
g‘l;y l(’ootball Jfor the Farmington

Unfortunately, we're just a group
of glrls on the North Farmington
girls swim team.

Our problem 13 this: We cannot us¢’
the pool at North Farmington High
School beeause its celling needs re-
pair. The district knew last spring
that it needed repalr,

Why couldn't these repalrs have
been done over the summer when
school was ot In session and the
pool was not in use?

Our team started practiclng on
Aug. 14 at a dlfferent pool and the
North Farmiogton repairs have yet
to be completed,

We canno; understand why the
work wasn't done in the summer and
the facilities ready for use at least
by now,

By the way: When was the last
time a Farmington school district
football field wasn't ready for the
fall football scason?

North Farmington
glrls swim team

North’s pool
must be open

To the editor:

Our daughter Is a freshman at
North Farmington and a member of
the swim team, We hava been very
disappolnted with the total lack of
pool availability at her school.

Swimming is a very demanding
and time consuming sport. Practle.
ing at a different pool at 5:45 a.m. as
well as after school (at odd hours af-
ter the Harrison swimmers are done)
1s frustrating and difficult.

‘We have reviewed the correspond-
ence and phone laformation other
parents have recelved from Farm-
ington Public Schools concerning
this matter, Stmply put, the pool
should be filled and available for use
immedlately,

Farmington High School has the
same structural problems as North.
They have a full pool and are prac-
telng. It ls ridlevlous to have an
empty pool when there is no one
working and to which no materinls
have been dellvered, .

We're our

METROPOLITAN Detroit should
sell its mystique instead of belng vic-
timized by Its mistakes.

That's the thought rolllng around
In my head alnce Jifting off from the
alrport which scrvices the St. Paul/
Minneapolls metro area fn 50~

ta,

Exploring different metro areas is
exclting business, It gives the trav-
eler 2 chance to sce how the national
perception compares with the ldcal
outlook. Usually, the wary traveler
finds that the reallty differs some-
what from the perception,

We, iIn this metro area, certalnly
understand that. For year’s we all,
suburbanites and city-dwellers allke,
have been taking it on the cbin be-
¢auscofa shabby national image.

Some of it Is Justly deserved. Most
of it Is bunk. But in many ways we
are our own worst enemles. Instead
of a unitied confederation of com-
munities, reveling in our differcaces
but fecllng proud of our unity, we
have become a set of nearly bitter
rivals. We are communltics, one pitt-
cd pgalast the other.

MINNESOTANS HAVE taken a
dlffcrent tact.

ISt

For the North F
swim team {o be without the use of
their pool is not only unfair but dis-
criminatory.

Linda Palmer,
Gary Palmer,
Fy Hills

Paul
brag about the Minnesota Mystique
almost to a person.
and street d

own worst enemies |

Business jeaders chime I with
thelr own version of the mystique
which dlctates that private en-
terprise and the public scctor ally to
make for a better world — In thls
case, the better metropolitan area,

It's tough finding anyone at u!l
who doesn't belleve the

is populated mostly by the Ies.l—lcr-
tunate of the metro area.

THE METRO area preens over lu
educational system which allows
students {0 move from one dlstrict fo
another under certain clreum-
stances, But officlals admit that .t
does little for the Southeast Asias,
that area’s largest minority In gn
otherwise primarily white commugl-
{;

Y.

A reading of its ewspapers mnh
the area bas its full share of crimey:

But Mlnoeapolis/St. Paul sd;s
Metro Detroit doesn’t.

In a Jot of respects metro Dclmil.
it’s beautiful suburban bousing, its
wonderful lakes and spectacular

far M

ists and, Indeed, works its wnnderful
magic.

Actually, the Minncapolis/St. Paut
area is prelty nice. You know, a de-
cent place to live, for most folks. But
even the most observers can
easily notice the warts. ’

St. Paul has developed a skywalk
system hooklng most of its down-
fnwx: buildings on the second floor
evel.

Ostensibly, the skywalk was bullt
to help folks llve with the harsh
wlinters. coough.

But what has been created s a vir-
tual two-tiered soclety, literatly and

nll.ke talk about the progressive attl-
tudes toward community ataples llke
the arts and

Volunteer help
very plentiful

To the editor:

This past spring, we sent you a
drop-In ad asking for volunteers for
Camp Sun Deer for the American
Lung Association of Southeast Michl-
gan, June 25-July 1.

The response wc had was cnor-
mous, We had more than enough vol-
unteers for camp thls year.

Camp Sun Deer is the first {ree
camp for asthmatic children in the
country, Each year, between S0 and
75 severely asthmatic children go to
camp, These children would other-
wise not be able to enjoy the camp
experienco due to thelr health prob-
lems.

Darlene M. Zuby,
Southfleld

and

MWood Beautitul

can be yours again to behold, cherish
treatment of gentle stripplng,

enjoy — after our exclusive

restoration

y) and fine

A-CLASS FINISHING
3750 W. 11 Mile Road
Berkley, MI 48072
(313) 545-1171

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday

THE CEO COLLECTION
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Obvivusly bolder with a commanding diul.

Weighted

Q: Some districts use a gradisg
process which glves extra bhonor
polnts for advanced placement or
honors classes. Our district is pres-
catly reviewing that type of system.
How does this sysiem work? Are
there advantages or disadvantages
to this type of program? Does thls
extra bonor point system belp a sto-
deot get into the better universities?

What you are referring to is a
welighted grading system. In most
grading systems,” An A equals four
honor polnts. In a welght system, an
A I3 an bonors or place- -

On the skywalk level
tbe mkddle class works, shops, eats
and plays. The street level, with its
bleak facades and empty storefronts,

Lis/St. Pacl. .

But we've got to believe it and
talk about It with pride. It's not good
enough for just a few of our comunj-
Hes o have a myuuqu:, whether it
be ‘armlngton

Hmmr
Bloomfleld. ‘ -

We must stand together.

Most of the communities wim
such diverse populations as ours gre
unable to prosper both splritually
and economically, We've {aced alot
of very dramatic challenges nnd
continue to survive,

In such a cynlcal world as curs._
that Is no small bng.

Steve Barnoby {3 managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccmmc
Newspapers,

gradung no beneﬂ’t--

Are there any advantages or dls-
advantages? Probably not. It s sim-

ply a district’s cholce of a system
and although graduatig with a 4.43
is impressive, almost all university

. recelved all As In high school wnuld
" graduate with a 4.0 average and a-
student who recelved all A—a gradu-
ates with a 3.7 grade point average.
Consider the fact that the siudent’
who received all A—s for a 3.7 aver-
age in the dUfferentinl system would
not be valedictorian in-this system
but would be valedictorion with a 4.0
average in the traditional gradieg
It should also ba noted that
many colleges and univeraities don’t
consider the pluses and minuses, fe,
B+, B—, when they recalculate a

ment eourse. For example, advanced
placement chemlistry can equal five
honor points. Hypothetleally, If a
student took a1l advanced placement
courses in high school, carned all As
in"a weighted grading system, he/
she would graduate with a 5.0 aver-
age instead of & 4.0 found in the trad-
itional system.

offices grade
polnt averages based on their own
system, Another type of welghted
system is the dUferentlal grading
system which grants four honor
polnts for an A, 3.7 points foran A—,
3.3 polnts for a B+, three polats for
a B, 2.7 for a B— etc. {for bath regu-
la¥ and honor classes).
In this case, a student who

's high school grade point av-

erage. . «
Will the weighted system for ad-
vanced placement and honor clns‘;ﬁ
help a student into 2 prestigiovs
versity? Not mlly. ll ywu acoept the
abave

and univernities mlﬂzhhe grades
::;! utilize thelr own xystcm for po-
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ON A GREAT SELECTION
OF WHAT'S NEW FOR 1990

Lanes

YOU'LL GET \ vo
BEST DEAL THIS:
s )

Highly visible for those an the muve.

Water resistunt, Automatic with date Alldemﬂl's Plgllﬂt .

and secontl hand in 18K gold a1 $7.950.

|FREE NOV. ‘89 SKI PASS

FREE SKI PASS TO MT. BRIGHTON ANY

FREE W!‘RRE&J H?H.nﬁ :
Sl VIDEQ RENTAL

; you've found a builder

With srancards as high as For ludien. too, DAY IN NOVEMBER WITH ANY PURCHASE || symmso i reraes
yuuﬂ. For 25 years, we've OF #15% more AT ANY BAVARIAN SHEDIT a0, Yo G oY YU
been cresting litchens, VILLAGE ST Eggags‘t&ss.rweex WHILE | | (oL ansinmm e rdis s
and & ons witl . THATTIGY FON 1h D 10T OF Yoo,
e GREENSTONES e
craftsmanship. Cafl me fora oo s i 155 on 'ix
penona) consultation. CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

528 Nm‘m Woorwane Avenue, Birminaiasm, M1 48009
4 Brocks Nowrn OF Mapte 313/642-2650 7
Moy Triru Saturoay 9:30 10 5:30

855-3880
WEPASSRNo

D ovm DALY ROOH dom., lld‘ 104:30pm. SUNDAY 12.3pmn,
SALE PRICES Q00D THRU SEPT. 30

VIZASUASTER ARDADANTI (ALK LA €27 .
10,912 TOTAL URITS CUIIGEAN smmremaucesnanrnvar,




