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E'S THE CENTER of at-

tention these days in a
: - Minnesata North Stars®
LA T unlform.

No. 9 covers the back of hls jersey.
;-lt‘n no oridinary number handed out
in Ule Natlonal Hockey League.

Big things are expected some day
out of 19-year-old Michael Modano,
the only son of Westland's Michael
. $and Karen Modano,

It may take awhile before be real-
izes hls vast potentlal, but Sunday
night agalnst the Red Wings in an ex-
bibition game at Joe Louls Arena,

you caught a glimpse of what he's
:cnpahlc of dolng. You could see he
= has the tools.

Y Modano, at & feet, 3 inches, 190
pounds, swoaps around the [ce grace-
fully. He skates almost effortlessly,
He handles the puck llke there's a
magnet attached.

To old-time hockey fans, Modano
remindy some of Gllbert Perreault,
the once graceful center of the Buf-
falo Sabres.

Modano'’s toughness will be ques-
toned this scason, but his playmak-
ing will not.

AND ONCE HE LEARNS to park
himself in front of the net, a-1a Phil
Espogito, Alex Delvecchio or Jean
Ratellr, the former No. 1 plek (over-
al)) in the 1988 NHL draft whi be a
« force to be reckoned with,

“The same people who criticlzed
Marjo Lemicux carly in his career
will do the same with Modano.

'l'hmuﬂl the first two exhibitlon

mes, Modano was held scoreless,

L ‘don't forget he's learning to play
%ith new teammates, It's not Lhe
sime guys he played with on the
Prince Albert Ralders, the Junlor A

ub way up in Saskatchewan in the

estern Hockey League. (In 41
‘gnmes last season, before breaking
his wrl.sl Aodano hnd 39 goals and
b asslsts for 105 points.)
"Modano's NHL experience s lim-

A AR

M,ed a couple of exhibitlons and two ~

plnyoll games last season (o be ex-
adt, but Page can already get a read
an hls young pupil.

“There’s no question about his
ayllity,” sald North Stars head coach
Pjerre Page after Sunday's 4-1 loss,
"{Jl Iexpect of him is to work hard.

"'l CAN THINK of so many great
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ﬁko 1oduna (conter) of Westland, o rookie
ulth tho -Minnesota North Stars splits Red
eukcm Sheldon Kennedy {left) and

players that d!d.n't make it because
they dldn't work bard. I have to have
patience with Mlke as long as he
works. Right now I don’t want him to
pat him on the back {oo rauch or get
down on him too much.”

Modano's baby face reminds you
of Delvecchio, Hls maturity reminds
you of an Yzcrman.

Having lived over 1,000 miles
away In Prince All Modano
seems already adjusted to lfe as a
professlonal,

“It's not really a problen, I've al-
ready been three ycars away from
home," sald Modano, who met with
family and friends alterwards, “Last
spring I stayed with (tcammate) Bri-
an Bellows (a veteran player), We'd
go out a Jot with the other guys. That
was good for me.”

Modano's flrst game at Joe Louls
was something spectal, he admitted.

His father offercd no critigues,
only support,

~“He lets me do my thiny

TR IRGOFELD e pmlowlphu

Facing off agalnst the Wings
is No, 8, Mike Modano, the
No. 1 pick of the 1988 NHL
draft by the Minnesota North
Stara,

JIM JAQDFELD/stalf photographor

Steve Chalsson during Sunday night's oxhibi-
tion game at Joe Louis Arena.

Il adjust
ss.@ v@gam@n of NHL

North Stars’ rookle. “My dad already
had his chance when I was young
and now he realizes he can't say
much. I can do things on my own.”

PAGE HAS ALREADY scen some
positlve signs in the play of this
promising rookle.

“It's an adfustment for the kid,
how long did It take Steve Yzerman
(of the Wings)?” Page said. “So far 1
think he's been good as the palnt-
man on the power-play, And going
{lve-on-five It's kind of hard to tell.
We're stll trying to find the right
combinations, but he's been playlng
well, It just hasn’t added up in re-
sults for him."

When the North Stars start the
regular scason, Modano cauld be
flanked by veterans Mark Gartner
and Basil McRae, the latter whom is
constdered an enforcer.

On this night, no Red Wing chal-
lenged him as he was paired upon a
fast-skating lne with Russian Hel-
mut Balderls and Gacten Duchesne.
(The night before, however, In an ex-
hibltion game in Kalamazoo against
the Red Wings, Modano was given a
game misconduct §n the third perlod
for high stlcking.}

Ultimately Modano will be tested,
‘but hls opponents will alse be on the
lockout, not wanting to get burned
by this gifted athlcte.

“He has moves other people don’t
have,” Page said. “He has eycs other
people don’t have. He has a shot
other people don’t have. And he can
make passes other people can't
make.”

MODANO, although young, real-
zes what Is expected of him.

“I need to get morc aggresslve
and go a Jittle more to the net,” he
said. “And there's a lol more respon-
sibility in our own zone.

“But as long as I work hard and do
the things he (Page) wants me to do,
he'll give me all the chances I need.”

lodano, who was robbed of a goat
by the Wings' Randy Hansch in the
second period, called hls flrst pro
g;xrlnc at Joe Louls “somethlng spe-
clal.

“It’s always nice to come home to
your famlily and friends,” sald Mo-
dano, who got a big kiss from his
mother Karen before the team bus
pulled away. “It's something I'll look
forward to,”
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By Doug Church
apoclal writer

As the final seconds ticked away
In Saturday’s Redford NACE-Com-
puware North American Junlor
Hockey League game at Redford
Arcna, NACE players on the bench
celebrated a thrilling 5-4 victory,

Wel, it was only exhibition. But
by defeating league power Compu-
ware ahd stopping 16-year-old sensa-
tion Erle Lindros, the NACE team
galned a hefty Inad of confidence
while bringing themselves closer to-
gether.

And for o young team with p]nycrs
who have been acquainted for all of
only flve weeks, and & coaching staff
that is enly flve months old, it was
cxactly the boost they neceded In
preparation for the 7:30 p.m. start
for Saturday’s scason opener agalnst
Chicago at Redford Arena. The two
teams meet agaln at 1 p.m. Sunday.
(Tickets arc $3 for adults and $2 for
students. Children under 6 are free.)

“It proved to cur players that If
we cxccule a given system, we can
play with anybody and we can bent
anybody,” Head Coach Kyle Krug

sald,

CONVINCING the team of win-
ning is a hurdle that only a big victo-
ry can clear, But winning has been
an Ingredlent missing In thls organle
zatlon over the past few years.

Formerly the Redford Royals, the
11-year-old organization has had
many bright spats; turning out NHL
players such as vy DePalma
{Mlnnesota Narth Stars) and Kelly
Miller (Washington Capitals).

Thls year, however, the situation
has changed. North American Com-
puter Equipment has taken over the
sponsorship of the club, Rudy Ci-
folelli and former Red Wings goalle
Eddle Mle, who have coached to-
gether for two years, have assumed
general managing responsibllities,
Krug has moved over from the Com-
puware program to become the head
coach and seven scouts have been
added to the staff,

Thus far, the rookie organizatlon
has found a renewed splrit.

“MR. CIFOLELLI and Kyle, along
with Eddie, Tim Zlmmerman and
Dave Rosteck (thc assistant
coaches), have really rejuvenated

IOCKEY.
this hockey club,” sald ceater Jason
Weber, a Livonia native. “They've
changed the whole almosphere
around. The've got us believing we
can win.”

The new coaching staff has

gsu;n@fr club

tral High) and Steve Kast (Ium cop-
taln). fﬁy form the beart of tha de-
fense:

REDFORD ACQUIRED
Tony Mollna from the Detroit Ju.nlor
Wings and goalie Mark Rogers from
the Bloomfleld Junior A Jets,

Three players spent last; scason
with successful high schoeol pro-
grams; Erle Popowlcz (Trenton), a
hnrd-shonllng defenseman, Jen

brought a ot more Lhan
to the team, however, Discipline on
and off the lee has been instituted to
uphold Krug's convictlon of “making
sure the players respect the ataff.”

“1 have talked to some of the vet-
erans who sald the blg problem Jast
year was discipline,”” Mio sald,
“Whether they want it or not, or I
they realize it, they're golng to get
it

Fans can expect to see a very of-
fenslve-minded club on the Jee this
scason. The coaches are emphasizing
a heavy skating system, with break-
Ing forwards and forechecking befng
primary features.

“IHE GAME has changed so
much. We have to be very offensive
to win because everybody else is
golng to be offensive,” Mio said.
“We're trylng to get them to play an
NEL style of game. There will be a
lot of skating and shooting.”

The team fecls it bas the person-
nel o carry out the plans, The first
line consists of three players who
bave the capabitity to move and
shoot the puck.

Center JJ. Bamberger anchors
the line and s flanked by left wing
Mike Mattis and right wing Pat
Hultman. The three bave shown
what they can do in recent exhibitlon
games,

In the win over Compuware, the
llne accounted for six points, with
Mattis scoring two goals and Hult-
man scoring the game-winnlng goal,
converting a perfect pass from Bam-
berger on a two-on-one break.

Mattis and Hultman are among
seven returning players which In-
clude: Mare Chiappelli, a hard-nosed
center who also s the team's assist-
ant captain; Rich Sewell, a big right
winger; and Brian Idalski, Dave
McLenaghan (Redford Catholic Cen-

lc[t .winger and goalle Mare Ho].m
{Fox Vallcy, Wisconsln).

Coming from the Midget AAA and
Bantam AAA levels are defensemen
Fred Hoffman, Chad Ackerman and
Doug Smalley, centers Tom Ma-
cLean’ and Weber and forwards
Mark Becker and Ron Clfolelll,

In the Mldget Entry Draft in June,
NACE chose Joe Condino with their
top plck, a solld goalle who will start
(he season opener Saturday,

Rounding eut the roster are a cou-
ple of talented wingers; Jason Lewis,
who spent the last two years at a
New Hampshire Prep School and
Jim Aldridge, who comes to the
team from Miaml {Ohlo) University.

Comblned, thls mixed roster
forms a tcam that offers no hig
names llke a Lindros, Instead, they'll
come at you with depth.

“We have npu superstars, no
snipers, like Compuware,” Lewis
sald. “We hove a lot of hard workers.
Everybody on this (eam Is willlng to
work 100 percent."*

ADDS MIC: “I think the kids that
are out on the ice pow have a lot of
potential. We're not there now. We
have a lot of work to do, but we'll get
them there.”

Getting them there in time to win
a dlvision title Is the aim of the
team. It may seem like a lofty goal
for a new organization, but as Ci-
folelll explalns, it's important to
reestablish a quallty program in
Redford.

“The basle goal of the team Is to
win,” he sald. “But beyond winning,
we want to make a contribution to
the NAJHL and the community by
impraving the callber of play, which
wlli in turn attract more skill talent.
All of lhb will strengthen hockuy in
(his area.”
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