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ME extends health care to Third W@[ﬁl@?

ll reached out for the flrat time to
Esperanca Cnnlc in ' Brazil in 1081.
Since then, Mercy International
Heallh Services (mus; has belped
bring improved health eare to some
.of the poorest people of the world In
.many lsolated, generally forgotten
parta of the globe.

. Calls for asslstance have taken the
Farmington Hllls-based agency to
such places ‘as Fiji, Papun New
.Gulnea, Western Samoa, Nicaragua,
‘Brazll, Kenya, the Repnbuc of
Pulnu‘ the Marshall Istands, Hong
Kong, Balpan, the Federated States
‘of Micronesia, the Pblllpplncs,
"Guam, Australla and New Zealand.

% A subsidiary of Mercy Health Ser-
vices, sponsored by the Slsters of
Marcy of the Detrolt Providence,
MIHS adds a new dimeaslon to the
‘dream of Catherine McAuley, Dublin
h:l;‘m and foundress of the Slsters
o

Joanna ncgnn in her book “Tender
Courage,” was to “conneet the rich
to the poor, the healthy to the slck,
the cducated and skilled to the unin.
structed, the mﬂucnt.lul to Lhnse ol

enable local health workers in other
countrles to Improve health services.

Merey's assistance to local health
professionals abroad ranges from
training I hospital adminlstrative

kllle to clinfcal
nursing, to hausekeeplng, to repalr-

ne and
weak . .. (0 do um work of God m:
ecarth."” Ing cqulpment.

MIHS mnnccu healthy, well-edu-
cated, health care providers with
these in desperatc nced of tralning,
new skills and improved ways of
serving the sick, the poor, and the
uneducated.

DRAWING ON the resources of
the 16 divisions of Sisters of Mercy
Health Corp. and other Mercy
Health Servlm subsldiarics, MIHS
sends skilled personnel overseas to

A few projects are different, like
that of the operational cost study of
the Flji School of Medicine In Suva
and the medical malpeactlee and
quality assurance studles in Mlcro-
nesla and Polynesla; botlr. projects
culminated in three<day workshops
on Guam for government health
Teaders from Paclfle developlng
countrles.

Projects such as the current U.S,
Publle Health Service-funded Al-

cohollsm and Substance Abuse Com-

* munity Care tralnlog program in the

Federated States of Microncsia are
deslgned to have a major impact on
the health care dellvery system of an
cntlre developlng country.

AT TIMES, health

nomic, and bealth system require-
ments of this newly emerging Paclf-
ic Istand pation. .

But MIIS services arg not limited
to deve]oplng nations. Requests-for
asslstance have also come from
congregations operating hospltals in

abroad are trained in institutlons
here [n the United States. For exam-
ple, In cooperation with staff leaders
at Mercywood Hospital on the Cathe-
rine McAuley Health Center campus
In Ann Arbor, seclected personnel
from Lhe island states of Pohnpei,
Truk, Yap and Kesrae are belng
trained in communlty-based mental
health and substance abuse care
through a program designed speclfi-
cally to fit the soclal, cultural, eco-

In Perth, Australis, for cxmle.
MIHS 5 cnabling the congregal
St. John of God to organize the first
Catholic hospital system on that con-
tinent. MIHS' projectd director there
is Slster Mary Maurita Sengelaub,
RSM, of the Detroit Province of the
Slsters of Mercy, who Is on a two-
year assignment.

In Brazll, MIHS bas assisted the
Holy Cross congregation as it exam-
ines the feasibility of a clinlc for the

po'i‘c:umony to the cfforts of MIHS
has come in a letter from William
Newbrander, olficer In charge of the
World Health Organization office In
Papua New Guines: “I recently ro-
turned from a trip whete I met with
a number of health leaders from the
South Paclfic. One of (hose In atten-
dance was Mr. Isamu Abrahem from
the Federated States of Micronesia,
“He spoke of hig and hls govern-
ment's high regard for the work eof
MIHS. He meationed that MIHS was
distinetive because of (he spiritual
commitment involved in its work. -
“Such a comment, I feel, Is an In-
dlcatlon that MIHS is fulfilling its
cbjectlves of providing service with
a special underlying commitment.”
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