SEMCOG says
fgo’ to Auburn

N

By ¥im Richard
stoll writer

.+ In its biggest “urban sprawl” ar-
-, gument in a decade, o reglonal plan-
" ning agency gave the green lght to
:road expansion for & mcgamall In
. Auburn Hills.

. The exccutive committee of the

:, Southeast Michigan Counclt of Gov-

- ,ernments voiced approval by a 3-1
 margin Friday to the project,

_ ' “We have the highest uncmploy-
ment rate in the county ond twice
the state average, =aid Pentlac

{ Mayor Walter Moore, noting 5,000
{ permanent jobs and 1,400 construc-
| tion jobs would be brought te central
: Oakland County. But Moare found it
!“fronlc” that he was on the same
+side of the issue as Auburn Hills
i Mayor Robert Grusnlck.

| “We need the tax base,” sald How-
: ard Caldwell, an adminlstrator with
« the Pontlac School District, which
. stands to gain $5.8 milllon n proper-
; ty taxes from the $250 million, 230-
- store complex of discount retall
‘ outlets, .

i SEMCOG, A seven-county reglon-
 al planning agency, had to vote only
i on the technical questlon of whether
}w approve 3.2 miles of cast-west

i road straddling I-75 freeway for in-

{cluslon In the Federal Ald Urban

{ Road System.

| An attorney for Western Develop-

toent Corp. sald three of the reglon's

{Blg Four — Oukland exccutlve Dan

{Murphy, Wayne executive Ed

{McNamara and Macomb  board

i chairman Mark Steenburgh '— sup-

i ported the step, Detroit Mayor Cole-

{man Young was reportedly out of

| the country, .

* Ironically, it was a statement of

: policy from the Blg Four — endors-

'ing land conservation and opposing

. “urban’'sprawl” — that ignited the

debate a month ago,
AND IT WAS other suburbs, sot
central cities, whose sp
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that is.
‘People will be up in Qakland County comm g](;nm
arms when they're told are setting the- stage for a legal
showdown in the Jurisdictional bat-
we don’t have money tle between the county executive
for roads, and here nnd‘slc ulrcultcolilrtl.‘ © oo
', “We just hope It i expen-
we're spending siver said coramistoner . Willam
mitlions for something Caddell, chalrman of the finance
the mall, isn't committee of the Oakland County
{h ’ ) that Board of Commissioners.
ere, “But It {the disputc) has to be re-

— Larry Pernick

D-Southtield dell, “%rob:‘b_l'y the (Michlgan) Su-
iS5/ preme Cotrt,
county commissioner ot cammlttee Tharsday

moncy doesn’t go to thls project, it
won't necessarlly go to another
project in southeastern Michigan.”

She referred to reports that the
$10 million in work for Lake Angelus
and Harmon roads would come from
{federal demonstration grants and a
state ecenomic development fund,
not from gencral road funds,

A SEMCQG stalf report alsa sup-
ported the project, saylng It mects
all eriteria for Incluslon In the FAUS

solved by a third party,” sald Cad-

voted to recommend providing up
to $10,000 for legal fees for both
the executive and the courts to get

tion will be reviewed Thursday
during the regular meeting of the
board of commlssioners,

COUNTY EXECUTIVE Danlel
T, Murphy says be wants to move
the probation departinent to ease
space problems. He says he has
that authority under Public A
139, :

In July, Murphy advised the
court’s chlef judge, Robert C. An-
derson, the probation department
would be moved to 196 Oakland
Ave,, consldered a ‘high crime
area” in Pontiac.

In September, reportedly after
frequent altempls at negotiation
failed, the judges countered wilh

a answer on a basle g
tion: Does the county executlve
have the authority to relocate the

probatlon department — or any

an ative order blocking
the relocation of any court func-
tion. The administrative order was
drafted by the cireult court and ap-

divldual commissloners may bave
privately taken sides.

But the board was dzawn Into the
turf war when Murphy asked the
finance committec for legal fees —
at the rate of $125 per hour, up to
$10,000 — to do Jegal battle with

the judges. . - E. Olsen, R-Huntington Woods. | -+
Inslstlng that Murphy had acted mmissioner Marilynn E. Goal-;
perhaps “arrogan! ing, R 1d Hllls, said she;

]
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Will county fund exec/court war? :
By Pat Murphy other court function — over the ob- praved by the State Court Adminls- ey to resotve a constitutional lssue. :
staff wriior Jections of circuit court judges who trator. . Some commissiopers, including:
T direct its day-to-day operations? Untlt last week the board was  John G. Pappageorge, R-Troy, sald:
Ready, alm, fire — legal briefs, The commiitee’s recommenda- neutral in the dispute, although in-  they wanted some other solution ~1

llke asking the execative and,
courts 1o avold expensive Utigation!
by negotiating the matter. T

Providing legal fees for both:
sides 13 akin to “giving both sidea’
money and telling them to go to It}
{in court),” sald commissloner John:

by not consulting with judges é&

fore declding to move the proba-  initiating 2 request for legal fecs:
tion department, commissioner  [for the judges, .
Lawrence R. Pernick, D-Southficld, “J want to hear from them (the;

{ntroduced a new motlon authoriz-  judges) about whether or mot they,
want legal fees,” she sald. "If they.
ask for it, I'll vote for it.* .

Court adminlstrator Judith'
Cunnln,

Ing an equal amount of money for
judges to hire Lhe counsel.

BOTH RESOLUTIONS passed.
But not without some commission-

ers saying It was a coloasal waste  would want he same financial con-
of tax money and others insisting it sideration that was extended to the;
was & prudent expenditure of mon- executlve, .

objected {o the finance committee:

gham, X
judges, sald she is confldent they:

, who ers  with!

Anti-drug @mmi

system, -
WESTERN DEVELOPMENT vicc By Pat Murphy
president Tim Hindert said the  gyatf writor

FAUS designation was good plan-

ning.

“The Qakland County Read Com-
mission sald Lake Angelus Road
should be a major road in 1953. 1 was
born at Kalamazoo in 1954, so I had
nothlng to do with that deciston,”
Hindert sald.

He added the project wauld gen-
crate an annual $23 million [n state
taxes and $10 mllllon in local taxes,
and that much tree planting and wet-
lands preservation would be dove.

Auburn Mllls would have a prima-
ry market radius of 40 mllls, making
it a potential competltor with every-
thing along I-75 from downtown De-
troit to Flint.

fought the FAUS designation.

“The infrastructure is not there.
This would be urban spraw), stimu-
tated much farther Into the future,”
objected Lawrence Ternan, attorney
for the tiny nelghboring clty of Lake
Angelus. The Bloomfleld Bills attor-
ney said the project would absorb
Lhe sewer capacity of 520 houses,

“People will be up in arms," said
Larry Pernick, a.Derocratie Qake
land” County ~commissioner frém
Southfleld, “when' they're told we
+don’t have money for roads, and here
;we're spending millions for some-
,thing (the mall) that Isn't there. We
need an cxpansion of the road sys-
“tem Just to serve the ‘jobs that are
+ aiready there (in Southfleld, Roches-
ter Hills and Troy)" A Rochester
: Hills spokeswoman agreed with Per-

Western Dx p is a multi-
billion company based In Washing-
ton, D.C., whose projects Include
Gurnee MIils near Chicago,
Sawgrass Milis in Florida and Ontar-
io Mlls in Callfornia,

The “mills” concept s to attract
stores that sell at 20 to §0 percent
below retall. It would include nine
anchor and five major stores,
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As Presldent George Bush was
outlining his war on drugs, Oakland
County was already deploying its
spectal forees.

It was coincidental, sald county
prosecutor Richard Thompson, but
on Sept. 6 — the rfmmhg after Bush

of the county’s 14 circuit court judg-
es, 17 jurors have been assigned to
lock into Onkland’s unsolved mur-
ders and “ililegal drug delivery pet-
work,” sald ‘Thampson."They've
bee; meeting quietly ever since,” he
sald. .

It is the county’s first grand jury
in 17 years.

jury underway -

operatlons of a grand jury are se-
cret,” he sald. Witnesses, jurors and
staff personnel are not allowed to
dlscuss testimony or other proceed-
ings.

THE GRAND JURY is convening
“gomewhere in the county complex,”
‘Thompson sald. The third floor of the
executive offiee buildlng was receat-

went on to out-
line hls antl-drug campaign — furors
for a speclal grand jury were being
sworn I by Preslding Judge Robert
C. Anderson.

By order approved by a majority
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MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES

FORMICA SOLID WOODS8
Solid Colors Oaxk, Cherry
£ and Woodgrain and Birch

SERVING W/AYNE, OAKLAND & HMACOME
+FACTORY SHOWROOM ¢

1642 E. 11 Mllo Rd., Madieon Hgts.
1Block W. of Deguindre " Daity 9-5, Sun. 10-4

Jed, reportedly to accom-

have been d ly
and the grand jury has becn mecting  modate the jury.
on a sporadic basls,” he sald.

Thompson declined to speculate
about U, or when, anybody will be
indicted. “Under Michigan law, the

a5
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Learn:

For $200°° or less
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Monday through Saturday
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For active soniors, come home to...
« Security » Warmth ¢ Friends
in your own private apartment.
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350-1777
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' To Qur Valued Customers:

You should be receiving your

. copy of our “Buy Now--Pay
Later Sale” Clecular in your
mail box soon, maybe even
todayl Ductothe
manufacturer's inability to
ship, the Mattel® Camp
Mickey™ Prﬂmor Flash!léhl
(Cat# 3350MT) on page 2

will not be available,

We regret any Inconvenicnce
this may cause our customers.
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The prosecutor propesed a grand
Jury In February and, after exten-
sive pegotlations, received $50,000
from the County Board of Commis-

sloners in July.
Assistant prosecutor Lawrence
Bunting, a member of Thompson's
executive stalf, is coordinating the
grand jury’s day to day operations.
Bunting hos three assistant pro-
secutors assigned to narcotles prode-
cution at his disposal. He can aljo

murder cases.

‘Thompson said the grand fury is
empaneled for up 10 six months, al-
ter which be can petition the
for a six-month extension. It must
disband after a year, he said. :
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INSULATING WINDOW
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Helps Incrozse home comton

CALL TODAY

wilh older,

Or call your local Sears Stora

FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE
Motro Detroit 1-800-362-8418

Pl

Enjoy the frecdom and security of your own home
without the hassles of homemaking. Your Icase
includes these no charge extras:

JOHN C. HENDRY OFFERS TWO
~ELEGANT ALTERNATIVES

Independent Living

ymouth Towne

* Daily dining scrvice
« Weckly housekeeping
* Personal laundry

« Bus service for shopping and much more
Call for more information or a FREE TOUR.
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Assisted Living
Plymouth Inn

If someonc you love is growing older and needs just
a bit more support than he or she can getin their
current living situation, Plymouth Inn offer:

* Permanent care
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¢ Temporary care (for vacations)
* Tranquil, landscaped grounds
* Three delicious meals served daily

 Extensive, varied social and recreational program
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