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ATIONAL post.
Oakland County
N commissioner Donn

Wolf, R-Farmington
Hllls, was named to the
Natlonal Association of
Countles (NACO) Eavironment,
Energy and Land Use Steering
Committee.

Committee . . .
recomimendatlons on county
leglslative goals are preseated
to the nation's county officials
at NACO's annual conference.

It approved, the
recommendatlons become part
of the American County
Platform, which is the h:ul: of
NACO's ctforts in representing
counties In Washington,

AT the helm.

‘The Farmington school board
has named its committee chalrs
for the 1983-90 school year:
James Abernethy, bullding and
site; John Cotton, community
relations; Janice Rolakck,
curriculum; R. Jack Inch,
{inance; Susan Reanels, pollcy
and board operatlons; Hclcn
Ditzhazy, safety and operations.

‘The three-member’
commlttees serve in an
advisory capacity to the full
board.

QUOTE ot tho eoo

6 There’s no use being

"depressed, g

~ Tara Heichel, recovering
and looking forward to going
home after she was nearly elee-
trocuted In an on-the-job accident
last month in Farmington Hills,
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By Susan Buck
stalt writer

Devclopers contemplating indus-
trial-rescarch-offlce rezoning re-
quests should take heed: Farmington
Hills Monday imposed & temporary
moratorium on such rezonlngs.

The moratorium does not affect
existing IRO zones.

Up to 100 businesses could be
within an Industrial-research-office
distrlet If the clty council rezones
14.5 acres In the Drake-Grand River
arca from offtce service district (0S-
1) to industrial research olflce dis-
trict (TRO).

Developer Melvln Kaftan owns the
rolling land, immediately south of

Hlllside Estates C
north of Indeplex Circle. He con-
tends the clty has sufficlent controls
to regulate the kinds of businesses
that might locate theve, Some neigh-
bors fear a toxle threat to the neigh-
borhood.

“We have a means of policing,”
suld councilman Ben Marks in an-
swer Lo repeated citizen concerns
that the clty could not adeguately
keep tabs on potentially harmful re-
search lab activitles.

“We have the bullding depart-
ment," he said. “Twice a year, the
fire marshal goes through every
building.”

Fire marshal Stephen Hume said

‘Some of us have been chastised for
‘being emotional. I think it is a sad day
in America when you can’t be

emotional about yo
famifly.”

ur home or your

— Jean Fox
Hills councliwoman

visits in IRO zones are closer o once
every 18-24 months.

THE IRQ dispute started with a

1088 zoning ordlnance amendment,
‘The change allows city planners to
review proposed uses, held a publlc
hearing and impose special condi-

in her room at

Tara was

ized four weeks ago after she recoived a severo electrical

shock while cleani

Acct

By Cacey Hans
statf writer

Tara Heichel ook her first atep
this week, alter four weeks in a
Fnrmlnglnn Hills hospital bed and
a brush with death,

It felt good. So good, in fact, that
Tara hapu to go home to her par-
ents, 8.year-old sister and three
family cats in Southfield In a cou-
ple of weeks,

“The doctor said I could go home
when 1 decide I'm able to get
around without the aid of a walk-
er," satd the 20-year-old, who is re-
covering from an Aug. 28 near-fa-
tal elecu-ocutlnn accldent at a

Hills com-

lights at

dent does’'t daunt her spirit

Woman rebounds from near-fatal electrocution

e Apartments in

groundskeeper. “I wanted to go
home today, but I can't.

"“The faster I go, the faster I get
out of here."

SHE LOOKS up at a calendar
mnrkcd with pink X's that repre-
sent cach day she has spent in her
private room at Botsford General
Hospltal, Farmington Hills.

Soft, stralght brown halr frames
a happy face and a smile full of
braces — put on her teeth after an
automobile accldent last Novem-
ber, which required nearly nine
months of physical rehabilitatlon.
No sconer was therapy for the auto
accldent mmpleled Lhan the elec-

Tara Heichel (loft), 20, of Soulh'leld, talks with Wally Kurzeja Farmington Hills. Kurzeja is one of the Farmington Hills firer-

ighters who hotped save Tara's |

brillator unit bought a year ago by the department and the

hospital.

“There’s no use belng depressed,”
she said.

Kathleen Helchel, Tara's mother
and an elementary school teacher
in Southfleld, sald that inltially,
doctors belleved her gh

RANDY BORST/atal photographer

ite, using tho automatic defi-

said, but still cannot recall all the
detalls surrounding the accldent or
the several days before it.

FACTS ARE retumning to her
slowly.

Ironlcally, firefighters Wally
‘ll(;?e]u and Don St. Clair, who

might dle. “It was & rough couple
of days,” she sald, “One doctor here
didn't think she was going to rnakc
it. Her

an
unit to revive Tara In August, were
the same two who helped cut her
from tha car during the accident

Y
extremely bad.”

A team of specialists at Bots-
ford, Including cardlologlsts, plas-
tic surgeons and others, kept her
golng, after on-the-scene help from
Farmington Hills flrefighters and

by Botsford's
Emeruency Medlcal Scrvlcu
She

last N

During the lncldcnt. at the Win-
demere Apariments on Independ-
ence Drive, Tarn was discovered
on the ground on top of a retal lad-
der that had apparently made con-
tact with a Detrolt Edison power
line. No one is sure just how much
voltage cntered the 20-year-old’s

plex where she was working as a

eni
But umt doesn't kecp her down.

neurologleal damage, her mnu:er
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Offsmals eye penaltles for ethics violations

By Noroon Flack
staff writer

- While a Farmington Hills commit.
tee trles to scparate right from
wrong in a munlcipal code of ethies,
some residents and city officlals
want to include tough penalties for
vlolators. 'They say the draft is too
wishy-washy.

“Technically, they {city offlcials
and employees) don't have to go by It
{code of cthics), " Mayor Terry Sever
sald. "Thls is not an ordlnance or
law. This docs not give councll the
right to reprimand olfenders.”

“When semeone bintantly violates
the code of ethics — at least blatant-
Iy — there has to be some means of

TN

ty fo eniove another. -
)

o Hll/s Mayor Terry Sever

berqum q(_(_ice.

censureship,” sald Masha Silver, a
Farmington Hills council watcher.

“There should be some penalty
where you can at leqst rap them (vi-
olators) on the knuckles and maybe,
in some cases, they should b pun-
ished by ﬂrlng"

N Y

The code Is insignificant unless
guidellnes can be enforced with
penalties, Sliver aald,

In the past, offenders in ethical
cases have not been punished and no
publle action was taken agalnst:®
them, Silver sald,

o

CODE DRAFTERS include Sever,
City Manager William Costick and
councilmen Aldo Vagnorzt and Phll-
ip Arnold. City attorney Paul Bibeau
assisted. They drew on the fow such
existing codes nationwide.

The proposed code was formulat.
ed aﬂer it was revealed councilman
Ben Marks, then mayor, pald a city
sewer hookup fee with a $17,000
check that boun: .

‘The 1987 bijl remalned as an ac-
count receivable for 1% years. In
August 1988, shortly after the !sue
beezme publlc Marks pald ft, in-
cluding full Interest and penaltles to-
taling $22,528. He then puhucly apol-
ogized. .

. Ploaso turn to Page 10

)

tions such as greater buffers, height
restrictions and land use controls to
keep out toxle chemleals, IRO zones
are allowed next to multiple-famlly
zones but not slngle-family,

Farmington Hills" :on!ng enforce-
ment dlvislon is responsible for pol-
lclng speclal uses, clty attorney Paul

Blbeau sald,

“What really bothers me Is that
Mr. Kaftan's representative played a
mafor rele in getting the change,”
sald councilman Aldo Vagnozzi. “He
was here the night it was adopted by
council. He wanted to maximize
whatever he wanted to maxlmize to
make a profit. Hillside was Lke only

Please turn 10 Page 2

Spot
zoning
fears
mount

By Sunan Buek
statf writor

Some resldents who reiterated
concern Monday about a request to
rezone 14.5 acres in the e
Grand River area from offlce ser-
vlce district to industrinl-research-
offlce district fear spot zoning.

Developer Melvin Kaftan is seek-
ing the rezoning. The acreage Is on
the east side of Drake, immcdlately
south of Hillside Estates Condominl-
ums, north of Indoplex Circle.

Art Getz, who lves on Charter
Crest in Independence Commons,
sald his nelghbors find it hard to be-
lieve the area s even up for rezon-

Ing. “I've heard the term spot zoning .
utilized in our nelghborhood,” he *

sald.

R.W. Haberstrob, who lives on
Witherspoon in Independence Hills, |
questioned who would sue the devel-

oper if & contract between Kaftan .
and the Hillside Estates Homcown- .

crs
with.

meeting Sept. 7, I thought the plan«
ning commission,
showed a very glib bebavior on tox-
ics,” Haberstroh sald,

ation was not complied :
“At the planning commission :

themselves, -

“Planners made some sercastic -

remarks about the toxielty of Whi-
teout and lawn and swimming poot
chemclcals. With that type of atti-
tude they had that night, I wouldn't
trust them to make the decision to

« make the declsion of who can use

thls complex and who can't. I think .

this should be put {n somebody else’s
hands.”

TTORNEY Paul Blbeau

CITY A
sald the city should not get involved

ina grivate contract to be enforced -
asa

restriction.

““The city should 1ot be a party to
the agreement or amendment of the
cundlraut The city Ls not a party,” he
sald,

“The city councll Is elected by the
residents of Farmington Hills and I
belleve it is your respoasiblity to

. Ploaseturnto Page 6
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