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Another view
on grading

To the editor:

In an article printed on Sept. 21,
Doc Doyle professed that welghted
grading systems do not beneflt stu-
dents, Thls is generaily so.

Universities do evaluate grade
points on their own scales. However,
some legltimate beneflts do exist.

On a secondary school level,
welghted grading systems  both
reward and punish students. A stu-
dent taking advanced placement
course work should recelve extra
points.

When (he d

[s a landfill
best idea?

To the editor:

Suppose you had just been in-
formed that a landfill Is golng to be
placed In your community, “Well,"
you might think, “they have lo go
somewhere.”

Then you find out this landfill s
owned by and wiil service all of the
county in which you reslde. “Gee,”
you begin to questlon, “shouldn't it
be In a locatlon more centrally Jocat-
cd for cconomical transporation?”

Now you find out a lot more: it's
golng to recelve trash from a county

decldes class ranks, this gives the
student an advantoge. He/she wiil
recelve one extra point for every ad-
vanced class, This rewards the stu-
dents for accepting the challenge.

In many instances, the extra

Ints an advanced student recelves
will elevate him/ber in the class
rank above students who only partic-
Ipated In regular classes and
received higher marks for casier
course work than the students in the
honors programs who received low-
cr grades for advanced work.

The universitles sometimes con-
slder class rank, Weighted grading
systems would have a valid beneflt
for advanced students who deserve a
reward for thelr strenuous class
schedules.

Advanced classes seare many stu-
dents away because the students
receive the same amount of credit
for harder classes as students taking
regular ones.

I am a student at North Farming-
ton. I am of the opinfon that a
welghted grading system would ben-
cfit and encourage students taking
honors classes.

It would also make "advanced
course work look more attractive to
students who cannot decide between
accepting the challenge or taking
regular classes where they are sure

to succeed.
Jeffrey M. Haber,
Farmiogten Hills

that it Is going to occupy
400-600 acres; that your garbage
plekup fees will Increase probably
four times to pay for It; and that it is
designed to operate for the next 50
years!

Naw you are asking, “Why shoutd
any one communlty have a 50-year
mega landfill imposed on them?" I,
too, am asking “Why?"

1 question the wisdom of county
government owning its own incln-
erater, waste reprocessing center,
landtill and compost sltes and that It
can sell bonds to pay for this bllllon-
dollar project without a vote of the
taxpayers, who will ultimately pay
for It with higher tipplng fees.

Oakland County should be a lcader
in championing the newest technolo-
gy in waste disposal and reprocess-
ing. Instead, we have spent milllons
in consulting and englneering fees
for 20-year-old technology.

We should be encouraging private
industry to develop this and operate
our waste disposal and reprocessing
faclllties because It will do it more
efficlently and more economically.

Currently, there L a company that
Is converting waste Into synthetlc

-coal. There is another company that

will take an cxisting landfil! site,

clean it up and epen It under new

standards without any cost to the
taxpayer.

State Rep, Mat Donasklss,

R-Lake Orlon

Look closely
at teachers

To the editor:

As a teacher, I would llke to com-
pliment Judith Berne on a well writ-
ten artlele that appeared In a recent
Observer & Eccentric.

In defense of my fellow teachers,
however, I would llke to polnt out a
couple of aspects of teaching that
you fafled to point out:

# Please be careful when you use
“average teacher salaries,” If a dls-
trict has a bunch of older teachers,
that makes the average larger. That
is not a reflectlon of what the aver-
age teacher makes,

@ Qur benefits n Farmington are
excellent. Hurray, It Is the only perk
that we arc proud of. We do not get
company cars, stock options, tele-
phones at our work station, alr con-
ditioned offices or an expense ac-
count. With the multitude of germs
that we are exposed to daily, we
need the best medlcal Insurance
available.

@ Our nine months of work 1s nat
declded by teachers, This antiguated
calendar was based on a rural Amer-
ica. I would llke to sce a change. 1
waould like to sce schools bullt to run
all year — especlally In the heat and
humldity of summer, I would like to
take a vacatlon In the fall. Many
teachers use this “vacatlon” for re-
quired college study; teaching sum-
mer school; preparation for a new
course; and/or workshop attendance.

1 agree with you on the job securi-
ty issue. I would like to see teachers
tested and evaluated. I would llke to
be judged on my experience, skills,
and cducatlon and not on how many
months 1 worked. 1 would like to
have more input as to what is belng
taught In my classroom. I woutd like
asmaller class slze.

So please do not appraisc our pro-
fesslon by what our unions demand.
Look at the Individuals — the
rewards [n profession, the Improve-
menis needed, our place in society.

David L. Litogat,
Wooddale School
Farmington Hills

keeping up with government

Looklng for Information about
state government? The League of
Women Voters has a toll-free tele-
phone service (1-800-292-5823) that
may be belpful,

The jeague’s Citlzen Information

Center in Lansing offers to help peo-
ple find out about such things as
pending leglslation, the state consti-
tution, clection laws, votlng regula-
tlons or tax Informatlon.

10:30 a.m. {0 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
The telephone scrvice is paid for

1 MUST admit 1 treasure my Ici-
surely Sundays.

So, when my friend Sandy called
me at the office a couple of wecks
back to say we should join a group
from Oakland County who were
going to demonstrate thelr pro-
cholee sentiments in Lansing Sept.

]
24 — I sighed a Yittle before I sald

es.

v As the day dawned, cold but cloud-
lessly clear, I threw a furtive glance
at my tennls racket, cajoled my hus-
band Into taking the dog on the ex-
pected Sunday walk, and headed for
Lansing.

I'm glad Idld.

For there, several thousand people
had congregated in front of the Capi-
tol steps armed with balloons, signs
and conviction - timed to coinclde
with the opening of the Michigan

Legislature.
I had hardly gotten my bearings,
before a Lansing reporter

A58 Judith Doner
S /?ﬁ, Berne

tional Abortion Rights Actlon
League — and more recently dlrec-
tor of communily alfairs for the
statc Women's Commisslon, “Abor-
tlon’s been my life,” she says.

She organlzed a bus load of her
relatives and friends to attend the
rally. Hitchlng a ride were statc
Rep. Maxine Berman, D-Southfleld,
and Shirley Johnson, R-Royal Oak,
two pro-choice Jeglslators.

There Is, unfortunately, new fm-
petus for such a rally. Unti) the Su-
preme Cour's July decislon Inviting

was asking me: “There have been so
many tallles — do you think one
more will do any good?"

I'm not sure where she was com-
ing fro

%{u there have been pational ral-
lies. And here have been area dem-
onstratfons, mostly to counter other
demonstrations.

BUT, IN (his state, as verified by
Susan Rogln of Soulhﬂclli u:crc

state to pass

laws attacking the Roc vs. Wade, the
issue simply hadn’t hit home to mid-
dle and upper income America.

Because that's who was there.

‘Women and men, college and high
school students, they came from the
Upper Peninsula and Ann Arbor,
from Manistee and Muskegon, and
from the Observer & Eccentrics
coverage arcas of western Wayne
and Oakland counties.

They included Hinda Nesmour of

have been no pro-chol
rallles.

Rogin shoutd know. The former lo-
cat director of NARAL — the Na-

Pro-choice

The writer, the Rev. J. Christo-
pher Jcenogle, is senior pastor,
Faith Covenant Church, Farm-
ington Hills. .

ON BEHALF of the congregation
of Falth Covenant Church, Farming-
ton Hills, its executive committee

and diaconate board, [ am writing to |

register our concern about the Ob-
server & Eccentric’s Opinlon column
of June 6, whereln it was stated that
with regard to the ongolng abortion
debate, the OXE “has conslstenuy
taken a pro-cholee posltion.”

While we respect the right of indi-
viduals and the Institutions by which
indlviduals are represented, Includ-
Ing bath the O&E and the Church, to
freely choose thelr opinlons on any
matter of debate, including abortion,
we feel that In the interest of bal-
ance and public service it would be
well for the newspaper (o also in-
clude in Its future abortion-related
reporting the opln{ons of those who
have chosen to take other than a

hol

by the lcague’s ed fund, The

League of Women Voaters is a non-
proflt organlzatlon that works to
keep voters interested and [nformed
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p position.”

TO THIS end, we offer the follow-
Ing excerpts from the “Resolutlon
On Abortion In the Context of Chris-
tlan Sexuality,” the official position
paper approved and adopted by the
102nd annual meetlng of the Evan-
gcllcnl Covcnam Chumb. the denom-

>

f{Raqiip=r

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION.KC,

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVORIA, M1 48152 » [313) 404-2211

West Bl ficld, a great-grand-
mother of two, and Kathie Gladden
of Canton, mother of two.

"It was my {irst cxperlence at any

kind of rally, sald Gladden, a mem-
ber of local chapters of the National
Organtzation of Women and Catho-
tics for Cholce. “I was really heart-
cned that we had such a large turp-
out. Too many of us have been sit-
ting silent.”

WHAT WAS impressive was ﬁ:c T,
quiet sincerity of those who attended *
over what has become a highlys
charged Issue. Of course, it helped
that no pro-life demonstrators were
there to challenge. Wonder whm
they were?

Although many of the signs hcld
on high were emotionally-charged,
the atmosphere was work-a-day,
down to earih — this is what must be
done: Write your local legislator; get
_your Irleads to do the same; vote

( only for pro-choice candldates.

As Barbara Levin, attorney anid
wife of U.S, Scrator Carl Levin, told
the crowd: “The judlclal system is
not a substtute for the process - just
a part of it. The Webster declsion
challenges us and we are putting our
Ieglslators on alert: We are the ma-
Jorlty and we wlll nol be silent.””

Yes, there were signs dcplcung
coat hangers, buttons calling for a
boyeott of Domino’s Pizza, but the
mood was more nr:cur:-tely depicted
by this one — “Legislators: Yote for
cholee or look for work.” {

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing cditor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers
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view spurs-concern

measures . . . We be-

guest.
column

hm}e abortion to be wrong and
grieve whenever an obonuzn
takes place.

In the words of the National As-
socmbon o! Evangelicals, ‘We

ination of which we are a part:

“For the Evangelical Covenant
Church, all understanding and in-
terpretation of thte morael dimen-
sions of abertion and scxuality
arises from Scripture, prayerful
dependence upon the grace of
God and the support of the com-
munity of believers . . . Accord-
ingly we believe that we are stew-
ards of the cxpression of our
human sexual nature, just as we
are stewards of every other gift
Jrom God.

We are responsible to God, to
ourselves, to each other and to the
new lives we are capable of bring-
ing into existence. We recognize
that every sexual act could result
in conception and we affirm the
cqual responsibility ol men and
women for serual a

Jor theri-
pcutm abnrlxmu to safeguard the
health or the life of the mother, os
in the case of tubular pregnai-
cies. Other pregnancies, such as
those resulting from rape or in-
cest, may require deliberate ter-
mination, but the decision should
be made only after there has been’
medical, psychological and mmz.
ual coun.selmo of the most sensi-
tive kind,’ Aware of our ouwn.
Srailties and living in an impér-
Ject world, we humbly seck God’s

mndunce in all matters of sezual

and the tcrmmatmn of prcgnqgu-

v, .. -

Churches within the Evangeli-
cal Covenant Church are chal-
lenged to develop a two-pronged
cffort to deal with these issues:
Jirst, to support women — mdr-
ried or n'nqle who havc

the pregnancies that may result

. We deplore the use of abor-
tion as an alternative to absti-
nence or, within the

those who choosc o place théir
children for adoption, and sccond
to educate youth and adults in

ible sexual bc-

of
marriage, other zxpprapnarc con-
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