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“Brody retains designers

By Becky Eminger
- gpecial writer

- You know you want 2 home that reflects your
lifestyle, and you know what you like and disllke.
But you stlll feel uncasy about the declsions you'll
have to make as a new home buyer,

If you'vs purchased a Brody Group home, you
may find the golng a blt casler. The

ONCE BUYERS have signed the deal and se-
cured a mortgage, they meet Shears or Silberhorn
at the Body design center to begln choosing the fea-
tures that wiil turn the house Into a home. Thoy
start with the exterlor, finding some paramcters
have already been set, Brody has deed restrictions
that prevent houses with the same clevatlon or ex-
terior deslgn to be next to cach other. The dea,
1s to gulde clients in the

team of Linda Shears and Michele Silberhorn of
. Modern Studio Interiors in Birmidgham are re-
tained by the Brody Group to help buyers make
those declslons. They are included as consultants to
every Brody Group home buyer, Shears has worked
with Brody for aix years; Sliberhorn for 2%.
‘Builders are not trained to work with people In
. sélecting decor as a designer 1s,” Sliberhorn said.
“The service we provide makes it a lot casler and
lot faster for the buyers.” . .
*. Silberhorn finds that clients run the gamut from
knowing exactly what they want to those who ha-
ven'ta clue. .
:+"People who have owned homes before usually
have a much clearer Idea of what they want,” she
said,
. For those not s0 sure, one question asked Is how
- long the buyers plan to stay in the home.

_"If they plan on staying a short time, you tend to
be more conservative in decorating to help insure
resale value,” Sllberhorn sald, “You can make a
house more personal for those who are golng to be
there a white,”

Knowlng whether buyers lean toward contempo-
rary or tradi I styles helps the guide

buyers toward color and materials selection.
“Those who want a tradltional decor wlll select
1ight backgrounds, while colors are more important
for those choosing contemparary. And we're seelng
‘a move toward black and white In contemporary

Sclecting a kitchen decor that will allow
it to flow into the rest of the house is the
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ding to the
selection of brick and trim staln that will a give
them the look they want while harmonizing with
the nelghborhood.

One of the design team then walks the buyer
through the bome plan, beginning with entry foyer.
The declslon-making beglns with flooring, then wall
color, The deslgners also explain upgrades.

“A room as a whole, that’s our approach,” Shears
safd.

Perhaps the hulk of the decislon-making is made
for the kitchen where cablnets, flooring and plumb-
Ing fixtures are chosen. According to Shears, any
extras are comblned cavefully so that the kitchen
Mows into the rest of the house. .

“It makes a house breathe," she sald.

The powder room is one where upgrades are
common because the room 1s uscd by guests. The
master bath, from Shears’ and Sllberhorn's view-
polnt, influences the adjoining master bedroom and
can take on a more feminine or luxurious look, Al
but one Brody model offer full tile floors and
showers and a separate soaking tub in the master
suite.

Living areas and bedrooms are designed last,
Some buyers bring sllpcovers of existing furniture
to coordinate their choices. Others retain Shears
and Silberhorn for drapery, furnlture and accessory
sclections. This Is,not Included as part of the home
buyer's package.
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objective of the design team In this Cross
Creck home,

g WATSON CUSTOM
BUILDERS

Honosty, Intogrity, capnbliity & good oxporionced
pocple...that 15 whal wo are. We will dosign
and/or bulld your homg, office or addition, We
porsonally supervise oll of our work & perform
most of tho conafruction wilh Our awn Dersonnoi,
For over 30 yours, wo havo mnlmt:lnlod a very

goo n the
area, based on quality, high othical standorda &
an excollent rapport with our Sub-Coniroctors,
Suppliors & our clionts, So, whan yot are raady to

build, call...
o € A.L. Watson of
WATSON CUSTOM BUILDERS
located In Auburn Hills
Do something good for yourself
SAVE THIS AD! .

e

. Best there is:
O&E sports

853-2990 y

¢

7 O . - I i 5 2
The goal of of Shears and Silberhorn are to decorate homes that “always look tlke someone lives thero™

a8 in this great room at Cross Creek.

(AP) Houslng construction fell 5 percent in August, the larg-
st decline in slx months, the government reparted today.

The Commerce Department sald new homes and apartments
were bulit at a seasonally adjusted annuzl rate of 1.35 mllllon
units, down from 1,42 million unlts In July. Starts had gained
1.3 perdent in July and 7.5 percent in June.

The August drop was the largest since a 12.7-percent fall last
February.

It was the flrst decline since May for the housing Industry,
which had becn among the seetors hardest hit carller thls year
as the Federal Reserve drove up Interest rates to slow econom-
ic growth and control inftation.

Constructlon starts fell earlier this year for four straight
months before rebounding tn June, the longest string of declines
slnee activity slowed for five months in a row from February
through June 1987. The May level of 1,31 million starts was the
slowest pace since the 1.3 million rate in December 1982,

But desplte the rebound, the Federal National Mortgage As-

Housing construction takes a dive

soclatlon — better known as Fannte Mae — sald single-family
starts at the end of July were running about 3.9 pereent below
their average for 1888,

Total housing starts during the first elght months of the year
are down 4.7 percent from the same period of 1988,

IN ADDITION to its effect on construction jobs and the bulld-
Ing materlals industrles, the housing industry also has an im-
pact on other housing-related buslnesses such as home furnlsh-
ings and appllances. . N

Construction of single-family homes last wionth fell 2.5 per-

cent to an annual rate of 1 million unlts. Sngle-family starts

‘had risen 5.9 percent in July after falling 0.5 percent in June.
Apartment constructlon fcl} 11.4 percent in August to an an-
nual rate of 350,000 units. It had fallen 9 pereent In July after
rising 31.1 percent In June. :
The Northeast suffered the largest percentage declloe, down
20.2 percent to 140,000 units at an annual rate.

This spectacular house built by PE.G. Homes
features 5,000 square feet, with walk-out base-
ment, a 2-story [lving room, and is specifically
deslgned for Heron Woods, the newest of The
Heron developments...

.. .Offeting the same exquisite elegance and
seclusion that the homeowners of Heron Bay.
and Echo Park experience:

+ 53 Lots « Private Roads

« Rolllng Terraln » Wooded Settings

+ Landscaped cul-de-sacs

« English-styled Cotswold gatehouse

Located in the heart of Bloomficld Hills,
renowned throughout the country for its pres-
tlglous school district and exclusive lifestyle.
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i Call today for your private showing: Developed By: In Assoclation With:

g (313) 354-8300
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