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HOME FURNISHINGS
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enovation takes a prize

Lakefront home is expanded, updated

By Cathio Breldenbach
spoclal writer
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OCATION, location and loca-
fion™ real estate agenis
L chant when asked what
makes some property

prime,

Location first lured Paul and
Mary Primeau to 1ake a look at
the nondescript houss on a shart,
ruzal sireet in Birmingham. The
house was situated on an acre lot
that siopes genlly down (o Wing
Lake where spikes of purple
loosestrife grow along the water's
edge.

“We spent a total of 10 min-
utes in the house belore we
bought it," sald Mary Primeau.
“It was a lypical 1950s house
with small rooms and small clo-
sets. Most modern people
wouldn't have boughlt it. it had
sal for six monlths and we got a
terific deal on it.”

The attraction of lake lrontage,
the large Jo! and the Birmingham
address clinched the sale in Oc-
tober 1984,

The Primeaus radlcally
changed the house, updaling and
expanding it from its original
1,900 square feet to a 2,700-
square-fool showpiece.

The home recently won fourth
place in Baiter Homes and Gar-
dens magazing's Revision Con-
test for medium-sized houses,
The couple joke thal the cash
prize for the contest "just aboul
covers the cost of tha film.”

Paul Primeau, vice president of
administration for Henry Ford
Hospital's 20-plus suburban
medical centers said, “We got
talked into entering lhe contost
by friends.” The pair sent in floor
plans, photos, and wrote a story
of the renovation.

With 10,000 entrles, they were
surptised to find (hemselves
winners, The lale of renovating
the house has been a case of in-
nocent litllla changes snowballing
Into a fult-scale melamorphosis,
and evory step of the transtorma-
tion has been filled with surprises.

FOR STARTERS, THE deci-
sion to leave their comfortable
home in Wes\ Bloomficld for tho
house on Ihe lake wasn't pre-
planned, Thoy were casually
looking al rea! eslate when they
fell in tove with the lake front
properly and bought the house
that sat onil. lronically when they
moved In, they had no plans lo
make structural changes.

“At first we thoughl we'd just
make cosmelic changes — paint
and wallpaper,” said Mary, who
runs her own graphics design
business, Primeau and Associ-
ates, "“Then ! thought If we did an
addition, wad Just bump out In
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Tho ramodeted kitchen proserved original windows but further

the room by ralsing the celling, lightoning the color
i dock ds and whito Ic tilo,

ong

When thoy decided 10 add to
tha house, regulations on how
¢lose they could build to tho tot
lines on the almost cloverleal

shaped parcel prevented them
from getting the space lthey want-
ed by expanding in only one di-
rection. Instead they spread out
in mulliple direclions — along the
front ol the house to enlarge the
foyer and a bedroom, along the
side to add a laundry room and a
three-car garage, al the back lo

expand the library, a bedroom,
and to convest a screen porch
into a dining room.

RENOVATION BEGAN in the
kitchen, more out of necessily
than design. Paul says, "We
needed a place to cook and do
laundry.” Mary describes the mi-

nor nuisances thal precipilated
change. “First the Kitchenaid
died, two burners on the stove
didn't work, and the fridge wasn't
up to sauft,” she says. “There
was no way we could work with
the kitchen as it was. Either we
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JACOBSON'S DESIGN SERVICES

Decorating is our forté. Whether
your plans {nvolve one room -
or your entire home, our professionat
staff can create inspiring settings
which reflect your taste and lifestyle.
Our Design Service is complimentary
in our Ann Arbor, Birmingham,
Dearborn, Grosse Pointe ard Livonia
stores. Another attractive recson to
visit us today for a consultation.

Jacobson's

We welcome Jacobsan's Charge, BfasterCard? VISA® and Amcrican Expne,
Shop untit & p.m. on 1‘hurodnu and Friday. Untll 8 pm. on Tuesday, Wednesday un.l Sau.n.:',zh
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