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HIS YEAR, three Farming-
ton incumbents vic to re-
- taln thelr city councll seats
R against four challengers
from a varlety of backgrounds.
The top two finishers in the Tues-
| day, Nov. 7 election wlil serve four-
year terms; the third-place finisher
will serve a two-year term. In to-
day's Observer, readers can find
candldate views on the issues, Some
are edlted for space.

Incumbents inctude: Arnold
¢ Campbell, 3B, flrst-term councilman
and analyst wlth Ford Moter Co.;
" Shirley Richardson, 52, a 28-year
resldent and. beautifleation propo-
nent, former planning commissioner
and the first woman to sit on the
council; Richard Tupper, 56, current
. mayor who has served on the eouncll
° non-consecutlyely for 18 ycars and
who has lived In the clty for 53

years, Tupper 13 known for his ncllv-
. ltles with the Goodfellows.
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Challengers are: Joanne Fellen-
berg, age not glven, a homemaker
wha volunteers her time at Oak HIiL
Care Center; John Kenney, 43, a
wastewater trentment operator;
JoAnne McShane, 48, an investment
consultant and vice chair of the
Farmington Zoning Board of
Appeals; and Robert Walker, 37, en-
gincer supervisor with Ford Motor
and past board member of the city's
historical commission.

Hesldents not reglstered to vate
have unti! Oct. 10 to do so in order to
vote [n the Nov. 7 electlon. Absentee
ballat applications are avallable un-
t Nov. 4 at the city clerk’s offlce,
23600 Liberty, in downtown Farm-
Irigton, or by calling 474-5500,

SOME UPCOMING election
events include:
® The Old Village Assoclation, a

,

trict, has scheduled a candidates
night forum to outline the positions
of the seven candidates. The forum
is planned for 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 26, at the Masonle Temple at
the northwest corner of Grand River
and Farmington Road.

© The League of W’omen Vaters
of the F: /Wes

Farmington counch
‘Candidate forums scheduled

1. A biraclal Farmington famlly
has endured ractal slurs for two
years, What can the clty do to

belghten public awarencss in 2o cf-’

fart to help briog about ethnlc har-
mony?

It a law is broken, It should be
handled by the legal department.
Keep City Hall out of It and there
should be no demonstrations.

2. Should city councll meetlngs be
to help bring manlclpal

Area has n

closer to the taxpayers?

night for the evening of Thursday,
QOct. 12. The time has yet to be con-
firmed. The sesslon wlil be taped for
future cablecast.

® On Oct. 11, candldates will
speak {o senlor citlzcm at Mercy
Center In Farmington Hills from
11:45 am. to 12:30 p.m., and take
questions on Issues,

® The Farmington Area Demo-
cratle Club is considering a candl-
dates night, but has not yet selected
a date, sald Aldo Vagnozzi, club

group rep! g resi-
dents of Farmington's histerlc dis-

p 1f held, 1t likely Wil be
inlate October.

1. A blraclal Farmington famlly
tas eadared raclal shirs for two
years, What can the clty do to

fort to help bring about ethole bag-
mopy?

Ethnle harmony Is an Indlvidual
responsibllity. City governmoent
should demonstrate a positive atti-
tude, a sense of cooperatlon and pa-
tlence ta reach this goal.

2. Should clty councll meetings be
cablceast to help bring municlpal

closer to the taxp. ?
Whnl else can the city do to lnspl.rt
more Interest and | invelvement
among residents?

Putting councll mectings on cable
1s okay with me. As far as insplring
more Interest by cltizens, I have, for
several ycars, . suggested th:u wc
send out a

helghlen public awareness la an ef- .

Rlchurd Tupper ]

a way of keeping them Informed, We
need somethlng more than just an
annual calendar.

3. The Downtawn Development
Autharity has completed the first
two phases of a five-pbase, $1.4 mil-
lop streetscape fmprovement pro-
gram, Has the $780,000 spent so far
, been development district tax mon-
ey well spent?

Yes.

4. Do you sapport curbside recycl-
able solld waste? How akould It be
paid for?

Yes, Pay with city taxes.

5, How well do yoo feel clty offi-
cials are balanciog nelghborkood
needs against downtown redevelop+
ment?

The last half decade has brought
Improvement to both our commer-
cial and residential areas. Scveral
road projects along with water lne
vpgrading has brought improvement

e

to our neighborhoods. It hoppens
that the most apparent is the down-
town project. -

6. Is the 23-offlcer publlc nle!y
department adequately staffed to
handle police and flre calls? If not,
would you support a tax increase to

* hire more offlcers?

Yes.

7, The ¢ity tax rate Is 10.4 mills,
well ugder the 20-mill charter mit.
Are resldents getting adeguate mu.
nlelpal services? It not, what ser-
vices should be improved and how
should improvements be paid for?

es,

8. Is the tax rate affordeble to
most residents?

All products and services have a
cost. The resldents of ‘Farmington
are gettIng an exceptiona! value for
thelr tax dollars.

9. Should public salety officers be

required to Jive in the city? (At pres-
ent, they must Nve withia & six-oille
mdln! of the clty).

No.

10, Sbuuld the clty continue to be
part of the six-city Sonthwest Onk-
land County consortium that's pursu-
ing a scparate tolld waste disposal
plan or should it joln the connty ad-
minissered plan?

Yes, we should stay with the con-
sartlum,

11. Would yau favor annual ]nlnl

Whnl else can the city do to Inspire
more Interest and lovelvement
among residents?

No. Things are finc the way they

are, but we need a more comprehen-
sive coverage by your newspaper,

3. The Downtown Development
Autherity bas the first

two phases of a {ive-phase, $1.4 mll-
lion streetscape improvement pro-
gram, Has the $780,000 spent so far
been development district tax mon-
ey well spent?

Yes, but try to limlt the funds. I'd
llke to see the business property
owners do more on their own.

4. Do you suppart curbside recy-
cling of recyclable solid waste? How
should it be paid for?

The Issue needs more study. Could
the city of Detroit plek up our waste
for recycling at thelr incinerator?

5. How well do yoa feel city offl-
clals are balancing nefghborhood
needs -agninst downtown redevelop-
ment?

Needs review.

6, Is the 23-aftlcer public salety
department adequntely staffed to

- n E
Joanne Fellenberg
challenger

bandle police and fire calls? If not,
would you sapport & tax Increase to
hire more officers?

Additlonal police should cover the
shopping arcas. The additional cost
should be shared by the business
siore owners and the city. This will
allow the 23 officers to more effec-
tively patrol vesldentlal arcas.

7. The city tax rate ks 10.4 mlils,
well under the 20-wifl charter lmit.
Are residents getting adequate mu-
nicipal services? If mot, what ser-
vices shonld be improved and how
should improvements be paid for?

The 10.4 mills Is finc and should
not be Increased. Increasing proper-
ty values cover Inflationary costs

and addltional expenses. Let us sur-
vey the citizens,

8. Ia the tax rate affordable to
mﬁ! resideols?

0.

9. Should public salcty officers be
required to Mive In the city? {At pres.
ent, they must lve within a six-mile
radlus of the city).

Leave things as they are. If the
public salety officers live outside the
city for financlal reasons, let us see
If we can help them move Into the
city. What about other city employ-
ces?

10. Should the city continue to be
part of the six-clty Southwest Qak.
land County consortium that's pursu-
ing o scparate solid waste disposal
plan or shauld it join the county ad-
ministered plan?

Let us joln the least costly plan.

11, Would yau favor asoual }o!m

hetween this
threc top taxing jurisdictlons: anm
Ington Clty Council, Farmington
Hllls Clty Covncll and the Farming.
ton school board?

No.

12, What general directive should
the council give to the new trafilc
safety advisory committec?

Needs further researeh.

13. What arc the top two chal-
longes far the city as 1590 approach-
es?

Keeplng our clty lNvable and safe,
Keeping taxes low,

14. What prompied your candlda-
cy?

1 want to serve aur community.

between this
three top taxing Jurisdlctions: I-‘nrm-
Ington City Council, Farmington
Hills City Connell, and the Farming-
ton schoo? board?
1t could be beneficial. We will nev-
er know untll we try it.

12, What general direciive should
the council glve to the pew tralfic
safety advisory committee?

The city council has given the
traffic and safety board the follow-

-~ ing-directlve: “All Inqulrics, or mat-

ters pertalning to the planning, con-
ducting, promoting or recommend-
Ing of those activitles or devices
which would decrease the number
and/or severity of traffic accldents
in Uw community shall be consld-
ered.”

13, What are the top two chal-
lenges for the city as 1990 approach.
es?

The top two challenges are solid
waste and CSO (comblned sewer
overflows).

14, What prompted your candlda-

7

cy?

Several projects are not yet fin-
ished. T have been a part of the
downtown redevelopment for four
years and would like to see it com-
pleted,

1. A blracial F family
has endured raclal slurs for two
years, What can the city do to
hielghten public awareness in an ef-
fort to belp bring about ethnic har-
mony?

The Success (nmﬂy has endured
raclal slurs and bigotry while living
in Farmington. Anyone should be
able to live In this community with-
out fear of intimidation and destruc-
tlon of thelr property. The city
should aggressively Investigate the
Incidents and prosecute the offend-
ers. I think a reward, offered by con-
cerned citizens, may help the police
In their work, The city of Farming-
ton cannot climinate racism, but it
can prosecute racists,

2, Should city councll meetings be
cablecast to belp bring munlclpal
government closer to the taxpayers?
What else can the elty do to insplre
more [nterest and lovolvement
amoog residents?

1 find nothlng wrong with cable-
casting city councll meetings 1f it
docs not cost the city more money. I
really do not keow how to stimulate’
more Interest In municlpal govern-
ment.

3. The Downtown Development
Authority has completed the first
two phases of a flve-pkase, $1.4 mil-
oo streetscape {mprovement pro-
geam. Has the $780,000 spent so far
been development distriet tax mon-
cy well spent?

No, I do not feel that the DDA's
first expenditure of $780,000 s well
spent. The Improvements are super-
ficlal and have not greatly added to

John T. Kenney
challenger

6. Is a 23-officer pablic safety de-
partmeot adequately staffed to han-
dle police. and fire calls? If not,
would you support a tax locrease to
bire more officers?

At the present time, I feel the pub-
lic safety department is adequately
staffed. If the need arises and the
taxpayers support an increase, I
would support it,

7.The city tax rate ls 10.4 mills,
well under the 20-mill charter Umit.
Are resldents gelting adequate mu.
nicipal services? If not, what ser-
vices should be Improved and how

(he quallty of life in

4. Do you support curbside recycl-
able solid waste? How should it be
paid for?

"1 do support curbside recycling
7 and fecl It Is very important for the
»  community to consider it Several

resldents have even expressed a
- wllilngness to pay for curbside con-
talners themselves, I feel It is vital
to the environment te recycle and

we would present an example
our children would follow. Several
' communilles in the metro arca have
started recycling promm: and the

cost has been minimy

5. How well do you !eel elty offi-
“’ clals arc’ balancisg oelghborhood

necds ngainat downtawn redevtlop-
ment?

I fecl that the downtown rede-

velopment recelves much more at-

tentlon than the nelghborhoods and -

inc should start to treat them equal-
ly.

should imp be pald for?

I think Farmington residents are
getting adequate munlclpal services.
Most of the comments that I have
heard are complaints about the way
the munlcipal government responds
to people, It scems to be an attitude
problem.

8. Is the tax rate nffordnble to
most residents?

Whilo 1o one llkes paying taxes,
the current rate is affordable to
most resldents, There are also many
resldents on flxed incomes who need
help paying thelr taxes, I think that a
form of tax eredit could be used to
caso the burden for individuals In
need. T also feel that tax credits
should be given to people who Im-
prove thelr property, instead of
pennl[zlng them with Increased as-
sessments,

9 Slmuld pablic safety offlcers be
required to live La the city? (At pres.
ent, they muss live withis a six-mite

radlus of the city).

No municipal employee should be
required to llve In the city of Farm-
ington. I belicve it violates thelr
freedom of cholce and reduces mo-

rale.

10. Shoeld the clty contisue to be
part of the six-clty Southwest Onk-
Iand County consortiun that's pursu-
ing & separate solid waste disposal
plan or skould it Join the county-ad-
minlstered plan?

‘The clty-should continue to inves-
tigate the Southwest Oakland County
and the Oakland County solid waste
disposal plans and choose the plan
that most benefits the cltizens of
Farmington.

11. Would yon faver annoal ]o!nl

among 1
three top taxing jurisdictions: Fnrm-
ington City Coumncll, Farmington
Hlls City Council and the Farming.
ten school board?

I would favor an annual folnt
meeting between the Farniington
Clty Councll, Farmington Hllls City
Councll and the Farmington school
board. T believe that such a meeting
would be useful to all these con-
cerned,

12. What general dlrective should
the conncil glve to the new traffic
safety advisory committes?

The new traffic safety advisory
committee should immediately sur-
vey Farmington residents to obtain
their concerns, One of my concerns
is the Grand River/Farmington
Road Intersectlon. It ks impoasible to
make a left tumn from 7 am. to 7
pm. without turning on a yellow
light. This congestion causes traffle
to cut through resldentlal areas at o
high rate of speed.

13. What are the top two chal-

1. A biracial Farmlogtan family
bas ecndered racial slurs for two
years. What can the city do to
heighten publle awarencss in an ef-
fort to help bring about ethnlc bar-
mony?

I believe all races can live in har-
mony, but it is a goal not easily
achleved, Prejudlee and Intolerance
of other cthnic and minority groups
have existed for centurfes, and will
only be climinated through educa-
tlonal programs beglnning at the
preschool level, and through cooper-
atlon of city government and the
courts in sirict enforcement of laws
governlng the clvil and human rights
of others.

2, Skould city councll meetings be
cablecast to help bring muolclpal
government closer to the taxpayers?
What elsc can the clty do to {nsplre
more Interest and invelvement
among resldents?

No, because of the costs [nvolved.
‘The clty has done all It needs to do to
promote clvic awareness; an annual
calendar, complete with meetings
and event dates, is mailed to all clty
residents annually, I think we could
update the calendar to include infor-
matlon such as, “What ltems does a
resident need a zonlng permit for?”
or ather Items suggested by the com-
munity.

3. The Downtown Development
Authority has completed the first
two phases of a five-phase, $1.4 mil.
llon streetscape Improvement pro-
gram. Has the $780,000 spent o far
been development district tax mon-
cy well spent?

Downtown Farmington is a vital
and attractive center, The DDA has
been responsible for maintaining
and nourishing the downtown and
keeping it viable for residents and
busincsses allke. By continuing the
DDA’s program, we are encouraging
and attracting the growth so import-
ant to our city.

4. Do you sopport curbside recy-
cling or recyclable solld waste? How
should It be pald for?

Yes, T am dellnitely in favor of

JoAnne McShane
challenger

department adequately staffed to
bandle pollce and fire ealls? If not,
would yoou support a tax Increase to
hire more officers?

Hlaving been a Farmlington resi-
dent for 18 years, I conslder myself
fortunate, I've experlenced fast, effi-
clent and courteous response when
I've needed assistance. I do not feel
we need more officers or a tax in-
crease at this time. I think a perlodic
review of the functlons and dutics of
this department would be beneficial
in pinpointing any waste of re-
sources,

7. The city tax rate is 10.4 mlils,
well under the 20-mill charter Jimlt,
Are resldents getting adeguate ma-
nleipal services? If not, what ser-
vices should be improved and how
should Improvements be paid for?

Let's keep that tax rate where jt
is. The fact that we have not ralsed
the tax rate closer to the 20-milt
charter speaks well of our clty man-
agement. Qur tax rate is one of the
lowest In Oakland County. Services

10. Should the city continue to be
part of the six-clty Southwest Oak-
Iand County consoriium that’s pursu.
Ing a separate solid waste disposal
plan or should it Join the county ad.
ministratien plan?

It Is my understanding that we are
part of the county plan, Citles cannot
undertake this task independently;
the costs are unaffordable. We have
experlenced a 45-pereent Increase fn
landfill cests this year. The clty pald
approximately $80,000 In '07-88;
1990 Is projected to be about
$218,000. By joining together, and as
an autherity, we will be belter able
to malntain costs and implementa-
tlon of our plans,

11. Wauld yoo favor anauat }olnl
between this
three top taxing jurisdlctions: Flnn-
inglon City Councll, Farmlngton
Hills City Councll and the Farming.
ton school board?

Yes, we need to jolntly address
cost contalament and aveid duplica-
tlon of services, We currently con-
duct jolnt meetings between the clty
and the Hills. I would be in favor of a
Joint meeting at least annvally with
the Farmington school board.

12, What genernl directive shonld
the covnell give to the new trafflc
safety advisory commlitee?

‘The directive the council should
give is to study the traffic palterns,
identlfy the problems, and present
propased solutions that take into the
account the impact lo the entire elty
when an actlon or change is imple-
mented. The board also needs to re-
vlew adjolning citles' traffic pat.
terns and (rends to pinpolnt current
and future Impact on Farmington.
The councli needs to let (he board
know it s open to alternatives.

13. What arc tke top two chale
lenges for the cily as 1990 approach-
es?

are ad Any impr
could be accomplished through a re-

The first chall for 1990 Is of
great environmental concern and an

view and r of current

employee paositions, systems and

curbslde recy
which s easler than dellvcring
refuse to a recycling center, We need
to take actlon now to prevent more
pollution‘and higher prices for dis-
posal. However, this program should
be cost efficlent and self-supporting.
I believe monles generated from the
recycled materials conld be ear-
marked tosupport the program.

5. How well do you feel clty offi-
clals are

A tox Increase should be
the last resort.

8. I3 the tax rate affordable to
most residents?

Obvlously, no one wants higher
taxes. Our taxes beneflt the ¢ity as a
whole and we must malntaln the
level of service. There are those
who, unlfortunately, find taxes a
heavy burden. We must develop al-
ternative ways to raise the
y funds to ‘alleviate some

needs against downtown redevelop-
ment?

Downtown development and
neighborhood services need ongolng
maintenance. We've spent a large
amount of money replacing down-
town sldewalks, whlch did not need

of this burden,

9. Should public safety officers be
required to live In the clty? (At pres.
ent, they must live within a six-mlle
radlas of the clty.)

Qur public safely officers have the
right to live wherever they choose
within a slx-mite radlus. I support

one. We have already tak-
en the first step In providing a 24-
hour recycling center, We need to
further develap this program to in-
clude curbslde recycling. Disposal of
our solid waste and landfill costs
have escalated by 45 percent this
year alone, |,

The second challenge is to fight
drug abuse by strongly and actively
supporting and working with Farm-
ington Famllles In Action, the Farm-
lnglt;n schools and the police depart-
menf

u ‘Wbat prompted your candidae

Thc desire to bring responslve rep-
resentation (o the people of Farm.
Inglon prompted me to run for coun-

1. I feel we can, and must, imple-
mcnl new, Insightful, cml-uvinz
solullons (o the problems facing our

lenges for the city as 1590
es?

The two top challenges to the clty
of Farmington are to maintain ar
improve city services without in-
creasing taxes and to improve the
::-ame flow and the parking sltua-

on,

14. What prompted your candlda-

ey’
1 arm running for the elty council
beeause I feel that the city and the
admialstration is unresponsive to in-
dlvidual's complaints. There is an at-
*(itude that people’s complainty are
not a blg deal to those making them,
Little things really bother people
and they are usunlly easy to flx, T
think it Iy time for a change In attls
tude, no business as usual, Clty gov-
ernment shoutd serve s citizens.

curbs. which are b:ldly dllcrlornlcd
‘The cost

fll’ly lvduy, T wiil :trlve to preserve

]
curblng ' and sidewnlks ls n great fi-
nanclal burden to many residents.

6. Is the 23-offlcer public safety

thisr ‘Oursisa
pollce and fire force; our offlcers
dls-

t historle ch of
the clty by pmlecllng the city from

need to live within a
tance to the clty when respending to
callbacks.

rough carcful
planning and rigorous appllcnuon of
our current zoning ordinances,

The Farmingt

g is at 23600 learly,
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