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Emmett {Bruce
Willis) s con-
soled by his
niece Sem
(Emily Lbioyd)
when he tells
her something
is missing
from his life in B
Warner Bros.'
“In Country.”

‘Country’ makes

“In Country” (B+, R 110 minutes)
- Is an often poignant, semetimes
maudlin slice of life about a Yot of
good ole’ boys struggling o recover
{rom thelr experiences In Vietnam,
It's also about a daughter of one of
their fallen comrades, searching for
her father’s image.
Samatha Hughes (Emily Lloyd)
. never knew her father who was
. “kllled In combat when she was an in-
fant. Her mother Irene (Joan Allen)
has moved on to another husband in
nn:ther towsn, Lexington, trylng
an n

her

the movies

M Dan

£ Greenberg
“Batman” (C+}{PG-19) 120 minutes,
Michael Keaton It a dud in the title

role but Jack Nicholson’s Joker s terrif-

le.
“Black Raln" (D-}{R) 120 minutes.

fe.

“In Country" opens with Sama-
tha's high school graduation in
Hopewell, Ky. Sam lives with her
Uncle Emmett (Bruce Willis), also a
Vietnam vet. Emmett is almost to-
tally distracted from MNfe by the
tracmatic aftermath of hls combat
experlences. .

Gradually, as the film progresses,
Sam begina to wonder about her fa-
ther and she ferrets out his old let-
ters and diaries. She pags Emmett
and his buddles for Informatlon
about “what it was like.”

One of the structural problems of
“In Country” is that it scems rather
strange that such a bright young girl
would walt so long to wonder about
ber father.

The {itm’s other major problem fs
Its slowness, a stles of llfe with very
lttle action. What saves it are the
characters who populate the land-
scape. They are so well acted that
most of the time they're enough to
carry the film. In particular, Emily
Lloyd demonstrates a rare, fine tal-
ent as a young womnan struggling to
understand the cards life has dealth
her.

FINALLY, THE f[im is about
heallng and it concludes with a
touching, emotional trip to the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, That heal-
ing is foreshadowed earlier in a Viet-
nam vet dance at the local gym.
‘There, as the drinking continues, the
ingralned hostilities surface and two
vets fight. They're separated, then
Uirey reconciie, shake hunds and hug,
Somehow that sequence erases all
the polson.

The scene has a great deal of
pathes with the tacky gym setting,
the poor turmout, friends fighting
ameng themselves — all factors em-
phasizing the loneliness and rejec-
tlon Vietnam veterans suffered,

“In Country" won't completely
heal the wounds of Vietnam, but it is
a moving statement that beglns the

“ process.
“Johnny Handsome"” (F, R, 90
< minutes) i3 an ugly movle. It In-
tersperses medical graphics, exces-
sive brutality and "grisly shootouts
with slow, maudlin sequences about
peor John Smedley (Mickey Rourke)
who was born deformed,

Echoing the “Officer Krupke” rou-
Une from “West Side Story,” he's
depraved because he's deprlved. And
there’s no hope, Despite Lhe love of &
good woman, Donna McCarty (Eliza-
beth McGovern), and the faith and
trust of both Dr, Steven Resher (For-

- est Whitaker) ond Sister Luke
(Yvonne Bryceland), he is doomed.

IN ANY EVENT, ali thls recon-
structive surgery and speech thera-
py performs miracles on the exterior
"Johnny but falls to deter hls corrupt,
sclf-destructlve Inner impulse for re-
venge for the gruesome double-cross
that opens the fllm.

The double-cross, the reconstrue-
tlve surgery, the revenge, the whole
1hing pessimlstically proves that it's

- Impossible to go straight. Deformed
= criminals remaln twvistad.
1t also proves that a lot of money
- gels spent on unpleasant, stupld
movles that are best fgnored.

* STILLPLAYING:

. “The Abyes” (D){PG-13) 138 mlnutes.
Despite excellent underwater

. sequences, this muddied and murky sle-fl

sea saga alnks.

1rite detectlve slory stars
Michael Douglas.
“Cage”

).
Two Vietnam velerans Involved in
cage fighting.
“Cagaalitles of War™ (B-+) (R) 105 min-

ules.

Grim, gripping and graphically violent
story of Victham war,

*“Cookle" (C+)(R) 90 minutes.

A couple of confusing stories run to-
gether a3 mobater Peter Falk tries to
reconclle with daughter, Cookle (Emlly
Lioyd) while scamming mob and feds.

“Dead Poeta Soclety” (A+) (PC) 124
minules,

Robln Williams' sensitlve portrait of o
{lne teacher Ly complimented by excel-
lent young actors as his students.

“Heart of Dlxie” () {PG).

Southern gentllity faced with late '50s
clvil rights mevement,

“Houey, 1 Shruok the Kids” (B+) (PG)

attempt
to heal Vietham wounds

Grading the movies

Top marks - sure lo please

A [ Closo behind - excellent

SlllIn running for top honors

Pretty good stulf, not petfect

B _|Good
Good bul notable

Jusl a cut above average

C |Mediocro

Q@

Not 50 hot and slipptng fast

The very besl of the poor stutt

D |Poor

1t doesn't get much worse

F | Truly awiul

Z | Reserved for the bad

«  }No advanced screening

Oscar Romero and the eventy leadlng to
his assassinatlon. Superb performance by
Raul Julia Intitle role.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

DFT salutes Peckinpah

By John Monaghan
spocial wrltor

Sam Peckinpah’s reputation as a
hard-drinking, hard-cussing macho
western  director followed him

through two decades and a dozen *

fllms. Hls most famous, “The Wild
Bunch” and “Straw Dogs,"” were
-visually charged exercises in vio-
lence.

But amid all the stow-motlon bru-
tality, there was also beauty and
poignancy. The Detrolt Film Theater
pays tribute to Peckinpah thls week-
end with screenings of “Rlde the
High Country” (1962) and “Pat Gar-
reit and Blily the Kid."

Playlng on Sunday, “Rlde the High
Country” was the flrst fikm to galn
Pecklnpal  Internatlonal  acclalm.
Jocl McCrea and Randolph Scott (in

perhaps the best western ever made.

PECKINPAH dldn't have quite
the same luck with “Pat Garreit and
Bllly the KId” a decade later, Count-
less problems on the set — many of
them caused by Peckinpah himself
— put the film a month behind
schedule, Slapdash editing caused dl-
rector to disown the (lim.

Peckinpah had been monkeying
with a director’s cut from then up te
hls death In 1985, The DFT will run
16 additlonal minutes when It
screens the film (bls Saturday as
part of Its ambitious wlde screen se-
rles.

Screenwriter Rudy Wurlitzer envi-
sioned the film as an cxlstential sto-
Ty of two mythlc western figures on
a fateful collision course. Peckinpah
changed alt that, immedlately estab-

his last film) play aging
recalling their pasts while guarding
a shipment of gold.

Though originally buried In the
bottom half of a double b, It at-
tracted critics’ attention and became
a mincr hit. Many still consider it
the finest western of the 19603 —

lishing thelr making the
final shootout a mecting of two dif-
ferent parts of a collective personal-

Ity.

yFor “Pat Garreit and Bllly the
Kid," Pecklnpah compiled his most
unusual cast.

Kris Kristofferson was stiit work-

SCREEN SCENE

ing in a Los Angeles nightclub when
cast as Billy the Kid, He brought his

entlre band for paris In the film, -
which alse featured James Coburn
as Garrelt, and Jack Elam, Harry

Dean Stanton and Jason Robards,

Then there was Bob Dylan, who
scored the film {"“Knockin’ on Heav. |

on's Door*) and had a small part as
Blily's fricnd Allas.

“DYLAN WAS never really clued |

Into what he was supposed 1o do,"

Kristofferson has said. “Whenever |
I'd complain, he'd say, At least

you're in the serlpt,’

Audiences stayed away, although |

some crilies noted the beautilul

wide-screen Imagery and lamented a |
#iim that might have been. There .
was simply too much missing - the .
framing device that shows Garrett *
as an old man murdered in an am. ,
bush and domestic scenes that pres-

cent him as more than just a killer,

Although there are sl problems

with the film, added motivatlon and
character development will glve au-

dJicnees a chance to see more of what |

Peckinpah had in mind.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detrojt
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave.
Detrolt. Call 832:2730 for Informatlon.
($3)

“Back 10 Ararat" (Sweden — 1930), 7
and 9:30 p.m. Oct, 8, Documentary about
the destructlon of the a number of Ar-
menians la 1915, an atrocity now re-
“ferred to as Armenian Genoclde,

“Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid" (USA
- 1973), 7 and 9:30 pm. Oct. 7. Sam
Peckingah's flawed but fascinating srest-
ern, starring Kris Kristopherson, James
Coburn, Jason Robards and Bob Dylan,
who also provided the sound track. Re-
cently restored to lis full 122-minute run-
ning time. In wide screen,

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
Cali 943:23300 for Inormatlon. {free)

“Life Goes to the Movies," 7 p.m. Oct.
2. A fast-paced documentary look at
movies of the '30s and 403, With selected
short subjects.

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415 Sev-
en Mile, Liventa. Call 4761166 for [nfor-
mation. (Free)

“Fldler on the Rool* (USA — 1971), 10
a.m. Oct. 3. The hit Broadway play, about
a man trylng to preserve Jewish heritage
in his small lown of Anatevka, made a

VIDEO VIEWING

stirting trip ta the screen. Director Nor-
man Jewlson flimed on tocatlon and com-
piled a powerful, little-ksown cast. As
part of the mall's menth-fong tributz to
musicals.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. For (nformatlon, call
669-8397. ($4 regular and $3.25 students
and sealor cliizens)

“How Grecn Was My Valley” (USA ~
1541), 7 p.m. Oct. 34, Jokn Ford's Acade-
my Awatd wlnning story about as Jarge
family of Welsh miners, starring Donald
Crisp, Waller Pldgeon and Maurcen

"Hara.

“Fleld of Dreams” (USA -- 1989), 9:20
pm. Oct. 3-4. If Kevin Cosiner bullds a
baseball diamond in the center of hly
lowa cornfield, Shocless Joe Jackson will
come and play. Gagglogly mythlc, but a
definite “feel good™ movle.

“Heathers” (USA — 1989), 7:15, 11:30
pm. Oct. 6. Bitter satire of high zchool
life, about an attractlve, intclligent Jun-
lor {Winona Ryder) Involved In the mur-
der of the school’s most popular clique.

“Casualtles of War" {USA — 1989),
9:15 p.m. Oct. 8. Brian DePalma takes his
stab at (he horrors of the Vietnam War
with Sean Penn and Michael J. Fox ques.
tloning how far to take the brutality of
war.

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360 Lasher,
Delroit. Call 537-2560 for infermalion

$2)
" Gold Diggers of 1935" (USA — 1939), -

B p.m. Oct. 6-7. "Lullaby of Broadway™ i

just one of the great putmbers in this via. -
tage Husby-Berkley musical. Who clse .

would have dreamed an claborate num-
ber with 56 girls on miniature planos?

SOUTHFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY,’
26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield. Call -

154-9100 for Information. {Sczies mem-

bership 85, studenls and senior citizens
0)

“The Palm Beach Story” (USA —
1942}, 7:30 pm. Oct. 5. Classic Preston
Sturges screwball comedy soes Claudette

Colbert running away from Husband Joel «
McCrea, falling In with crazy crowd in .
Palm Beach. Shown on large screen vi- o

deo.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEAR-

DORN, Recreation Center, 4301 Ever- -

green, Dearborn. Call 593-5390 for Infor-
mation. {{rec)

“Beaches” (USA — 1988), 7.30 pm
Oct. 4:5. Bette Midler and Barbara Her-

shey become llfelong friends In popular .

Hollywood comedy-drama.

- Jokn Monaghan

minutes,

'8 fun but 18 aln't easy to be small,
Indlana Jones and (ke Last Crusade”
(B+}{PG-13) 120 minutes.
entertalnment, but cnough al-

103
It

cady,

“Kickboxer” (*} (R).

Vengeance and rescue are in order as
;m &Amerh:mn Xckboxer travels to Thaf.
and.

“Lethal Weapon II” (B+) {R) 115 mln.
vtes, Glover and Gibson do It again §n
high, llbellxlo[tnl. style.

k-0p” (R). .

Stallone’s In jal} and Donald Sutherland
i3 {he warden. Best wishes to the latter.

“Nightmare 0n Elm Street V” (R).

Freddle's back. h

“‘Pareathood” (A-) (R} 120 mlnules,

Large, talented cast in comples, but
catertalning story abeut a famlly which
includes Jason Robards, Steve Martin,
‘Tom Hulce, Martha Plimpton and Diane
Wiest, among others.

“Peter Pan” (A) (G) 77 minutes.

Disney's classle anlmation of Slr
James Barrie's stozy.

“The Package” (R},

Gene Hackman 2nd Joanna Cassidy in
story of deceit on the [aternational scene
a3 carcer military tan escorts prisoner
back from Russla,

“Phantom of the Mali: Erle’s He.
veoge” (R).

Morgan Falrchild and others involved
In Tave, horror and revenge.

“Releztless” {*} ().

Judd Nelson, Robert Loggla, Leo Rosst
and Meg Foster bn story of driven young
man who becomes a klller,

*Romero” {AHPG-13) 105 minutes.

Disturblng and frightentng, but provoc.
atlve story of El Salvadoran Archbishop

By Dan Groonborg
specinl writer

Seldom do old movics evoke great
emation. They may be qualnt or fun
or interesting or nostaigle, but it's
not very often that they have the ca-
pacity to move us with the strength
of their emotional appeal. *

One that docs is the 1935 20th Cen-
tury-Fox production of *Les
Miscrables”(black and white, 104
minutes), starving Fredrle March as

Jean Valjean and Charles Laughton |

as Inspector Javert.

The entire cast ls excellent al-
though the only other names famll-
{ar today are Florence Eldridge as
Fantine, Sir Cedric Hardwicke as
Bishop Bienvenue and John Carra-
dine In the minor role of Enjolrus.

Based on Victor Hugo's famous
novel, first published in 1862, “Les
Miserables” has been avallable on
video tape for some time. If you've
passed it by, back Lrack and plck up
a copy. You'll be amply rewarded by
this touching story of a man con-
demned for steallng bread to feed
his sister’s starving chlldren.

1t Is a stoty for everyone but, in
partlcular, those who enjoyed Michi-
gan Opera Theater’s recent presen-
tation of the Alain Boublil/Claude-
Michel Schonberg musleal at the

Dr. Reshor (Forest Whitaker) hopes that iocomtrucun aur-
gery performed on Johnny's {Mickey Rourke) face wiil help the
tolon lead a norma! and faw-abiding life In "“Johnny Hand-

gome.”

. {

Flsher Theater wlll appreclate the
March/Laughton tnteraction.

ALTHOUGH THE film is much
bleaker than the musleal, there are
many visual similaritles and both
touch our minds and hearts with the
same sensitlyity to injustice which
charactertzed Hugo's novel.

The wide popularity of that novel
carrled over to the clnema and “Les
Miscrables” has been filmed at least
four times in the United States (not
Including a recent made-for-TV ver-
slon), five times in France plus at
lcast onc cach In Egypt, Indta, Italy,
Japan, Mexico and Russia,

“Les Miscrables” strong condem-
nation of social injusiice is clearly at
the heart of its appeal. No matter
what time and place, the hungry and
thelr sympathlzers readily relate to
Jean Valjean (March) who, after a
long prison sentence for steallng
bread, ts told he must carry a yellow
passport.

As a pareled convlct, he must re-
port to the pollce wherever he trave
cls. The liberty, equality and {rater-
alty of the French Revelutlon qulek-

ly disappeared tn 60 years of turmoil
which re-instituted many autocratic
rules.

Jean Valjean, the paraled conviet,
couldn't find work or cven lodging In
a country inn. And the rigld Inspec-
tor Javert (Laughton) was always
there to Insure compllance.

While this may sound outrageous
today, there are plenty places
around where the hungry, homeless
and disenfranchised suffer, They
certalnly can relate to Jean Val-
jean's misery,

IN 1935 when thls production of
“Les Miscrables” was released,
Amerlea was in the throes of the
Great Depression, s time of econom-
lc travail that is difficult. to com-
prehend today, Then the sociat safe-
ty nets we take for granted were not
In place,

When Jean Valjean defends his
theft of bread — “What else could [
do?” - he struck a responsive chord
In mid 19303 Amerlca, which
hungered for bread and soclal
respeclabllity.

A chance encounter with Bishop

Bleavenue (Sir Cedric Hardwicke)
changes Valjean's life, but it in-
volves an [ltegal name-change to es-
cape the despised yellow ticket, the
mark of the social eutcast.

Wherever Valjean goes, Inspecior
Javert is hot on his trail. Javert Is a
man driven, constrained by his own
psychological nceds 1o enforce the
rules, no matier haw injust they may
turn out to be.

Laughton ts particularly adept in
his depictlon of this rigld personali-
ty, using an overly crect stance, a
slight facial twiteh and very precise
diction. Indeed, a compelling por-
tralt.

In contrast March's Valjean —
once he learns ihe Bishop's lesson
that life Is for giving — moves with
calm deliberatlon, consistently doing
the right thing, giving to others as
their need dictates.

Jean Valjean's transtormatlon
from outeast convicl to respecied

member of soclety has provided an ;

outstanding, shinlng example of
fife’s possiblllties and, no doubt, for
that rcason “Les Miserables” has
been extremely popular.

SheBotsforh Inn
EXPLORE AND ENJOY... *Since 1B36™ =
ind
o A Triple-Slar )
Resteurant

+ The Ad and
Antiquet ot Hensy
Ford

» AQuden Courl-

Yare with Patio
ining (Lunch only)

Lodging seven &
Sweek. "

Restaurant Houra:

Wamzpm
§ Cochians Avatiable

Come Visi¢ Soon!
Gracd River at Exgbs Milo

—rm) s,
(319) 4744806

(

YES WE CAN

RTIFAST

Results Seen On National Television

. PLUS
Professional Support That Keeps Weight Off
Through A Power Program Of Health Habits

— BECAUSE HEALTH IS A PROCESS —

9 LIFESTYLE MEDICINE CLINIC
" 26631 Southfield Rd. Lawrence Pawer, M.D.

GET YOU THE

424-8888 J

R



