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FEAR AND LOAFING

Garbage
in. ..

garbage
out. . .

By Xer! Rllsoson
spociol writer

The Amazon rain forest is shrink-
ing. The hole in.the ozone laycer is
growing. And closer to home, Ameri-
ca i3 running out of places to dispose
of its garbage.

That's not surprising when you
consider the average person throws
away more than a half ton of trash
cach year. Mercifully, much of our
worst junk is kept out of the over-
crowded land(ills by rotating from
garage salc to another.

Research has shown that the larg-
cst single source of garbage s net-
work televislon. But the second big-
gest culprit is right in your own
backyard. In faet, It is your back-
yaed — with its endless supply of
grass clippings and leaves.

In a noble effort to reduce this or-
ganic overload, enlightened suburbs
are turning to mualelpal “compost-
ing” To make thls possible, resl-
dente now place their grass clipplngs
in speclal biodegradable plastic bags
for pickup,

‘The plastic itself Is your everyday
garden varlety llncar density po-
Iyethelene. (You probably knew
that.) But what turns this sack of the
future Into a bag lady's nlghtmare is
a seeret addltive made from
cornstarch, vegetable oil and fast-
food byproducts.

A unlque blend of hydrogen, car-
bon and cheese burgers, thls ordl-
nary looking bag excuses ltself and
polltely disintegrates when its con-
tents begln to ferment.

' According to scientlsts, the smart
molecular structure of the new bags
is designed to spontancously “break
down" after o specified time, This Is
basically the same thing that hap-
pens to your automobile the day
your warranty expires.

Granted, if you've ever owned a
disposable care before, this self-de-
structlon trick may sound like a blg
deal, but believe me, It Is.

HERE'S WHY. Normal, uneducat-
ed trash bags hang arcund longer
than relatives from Cleveland. The
tin cans and glass bottles you tossed
out (hls week will still be intact
somewhere centuries from now, And
while your all-natural catfish boots
may turn to mush before you do, syn-
thetle products like plastic milk jugs
and styrofoam cups can survive
thousands of years,

Smelling blg profits, so to speak,

Kari Nilsson

several large manufacturers are
cashing in one the compost crisis.
However, the new biodegradable
technology is not without Its own
risks. Strict quality conirol and
precise formulation is necessary.
Add too milch of the organle trace
clements and WHAMMO — the en-
tire disintegratlon process can occur
In a matter of seconds.

Now, here comes the scary part,
In thelr rush to the marketplace, at
least onc greedy conglomerate was
caught taking product shortcuts.
Durlng 2 mix-up at shlft change, two
boxcars of biodegradable additives
were inadvertently added to a varie-
ty of plastic and rubber products.

‘The results of this industrial faux
pas could be disasterous: “Ladies
and gentlemen, this is your captain
speaking. The landing gear has
disssolved. Please return your seats
ta the upright position. . .

Modern convenlences dependent
on plastic could grind to a halt.
“When you're through mopping up
that puddle on the floor, can I use
your phone? You mean the puddle is
the phone!”

If you think these scenarios are
too far-fetched, conslder these seem-
ingly unrclated incldents:

® A STOCKBROKER was arrest-
ed for indecent exposure yesterday
when his suspenders suddenly ex-
ploded during intense trading.

@ The service department at an
auto dealer remains puzzled by a
rash of decomposing dashboards.

@ Eight boaters narrowly es-
caped drowning on Orchard Lake
when thelr rubber raft unexpectedly
turned into Jell-Q,

® Tralfle on I.75 was tied up
agaln this morning when the tires on
a crowded bus mysteriously melted.

Fearing a gencral panlc, our gov-
ernment is retuctant to acknowledge
the full consequence of this cheinical
switcheroo, Brace yoursel! for the
awful truth — everything from den-
tures to lawn furnlture is decompos-
Ir:g a milion years ahead of sched-
ule,

Fortunately, there is a bright side
to all of this. About half the credit
cards fssued last year are expected
to liqully just before the holiday
shopping scason.
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Women in
business

A valuable reference direc-
tory of business women in
Michigan. This directory
helps to find necded ser-
vices and products or to
sell your service or prod-
ucts. Yhe directory atso In-
cludes Informatlve data
such as tinancing re-
sources, licenaing Informa-

tion, b I

Our intrepid Street Secn reporter is always looking for the
I and i

Tom

readers and entrepreneurs, Send those to this column.in care
of this news'pglxz_'er, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150, or call

work
A simple, easy-to-use minicomputer permits you to
keep o constant record of your league bowling scores
for the entire season. Hore's some of the other items it
helps with: calculates and updates your weekly average,
displays the cumulative for all 37 weeks, provides con-
venience and accuracy for league scoring. And if that
isn’t enough, it also can be used as a four-function
arithmetic calculator, $14.99. Sears, Roebuck & Co.
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MICHIGAN WOMEN

*and trade sssoclatio
$12.95, For a capy, contact
Michigan Woman, 848-5575.

STREET SENSE

You, not relationship, is problem

Dear Barbara,

I am dating a man 10 years older
than mysell, He has two children.
There Is no problem with the age
gap, but there 1s with the experience
gap. He bas already experienced
marriage and two kids, I have not
bad elther experience.

We have a Jot of great thingy golng
for us and I'm really crazy about
bim. The problem is that be bos had
a vascctomy and that he does not
want any more children. I'm nat pos-
Itive that I want chlldren, but 1 am
only 27 and doo’t want (o limit

mysell.
Is this relatlonsklip futlle?
Farmlington
Dear Farmington,

The problem Is not the relatfon-
ship but your indeelslveness, Either
you are crazy about him and want to
marry him and not have chlldren, or
you do not want to lmlt yourself toa
llte without children. One or the
other, you can't have both,

If you can resolve your own am-

blvalence, you wlll be able to make a
declslon with, I hope, convicetion. Do
1ot muke the mistake of staying with
him because you think you can
change him. You could waste a tot of
years, narrow your optlons and still
not have achleved your goal.

Dear Barbara, Barbara

Thls week my sister’s fricnd told
her that our father made & pass at
her wheo she was 21, She is 33 now,
She told my sister that our father
took her out to lunch, bought her o
hamburger and a bottle of wine and
then told her he bos wanted fo “get
Into ber pants” slace she was llttle.
Betty bas always been sexy,

My guestion s, do 3 need to worry
abaut my daughter who [s 12 and
also scxy?

My father is n warm and affec-
tionate man, He kugs and kisses me,
but kas never been inappropriate in
any way. Naney
Dear Nancy.

What you need to do Is talk to your

daughter and continue to educate
her in the facts of llfe. This Is what
any mother of a 12-year-¢ld must do,
even when the pre-teen isn't sexy.

Your problem doesn't lle with
your father but with the sexual edu-
catlon of your daughter. You will
have to accept or reject your father
ashels,

Deanne Glnns-Gruenberg, a fami-
1y life education consultant, suggests
that you usc methods that scem
more amblguous than confronting.
Don't ask specific personal ques-
tions, Respect your daughter's priva-
cy while letting her know that you
arc available for dlscussions.

Ask her about the lyrics of songs
she listens to. Point out how wamcen
are stereotyped In the media, Talk
about your early experiences with
your bodily changes and ask how her
triends are coplng with theirs,

Books by Linan Madaris and Peter
Mayle are excellent for helping to
increase her knowledge. Others that
can be helpful at “The Teehage Sur-
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Barbara Schilt

vival Book" by Sal Gordon and
What's Happening to me” and
“Talking with Your Tecnager” by
Ruth Bell.

Barbara

She knew house
would be B & B

Contlnued (rom Paga 1

the plants growing gaily out of an
old palr of tennls shoes on the porch.

In the mornlng and evenlng, there
are usuaily a few guests on the blue
wing-backed couch, the red wing
chairs and in the rocking chair be-
tween the fireplace and the televi-
sion set.

Two of the bedrooms are right
there at the foot of the stairs that
lead up to a singlc bedroom and two
large ones on the second floor.

Most B & B owners love historle
touches and this onc is no exceptlon.
Jane may not know how to decorate
or cook, but you would rever prove
it to the 10 people gathered around
the long breakfast table under a sun-
ny window in the blue and whlte din-
ing room.

There's Code in an appropriately
old-fashioned dress, whipping up her
twrcourse breakfast in a modern
kitehen full of burnished wooden
cuphoa, ds,

IF THINGS are really busy, her
mather, Julie, might be there. Julie
maved upstate from Royal Oak two
years ago and now lives six blocks
away from Heritage House,

‘There's a nice nip of fall in the alr
now, and guests whu come from
Muskegan, Kuooxville and Florlda
are heading vt to explore the local
attractions. Deer hunters and fisher-
men are already rescrved for the
season.

Muny bed and breakfast places
close down when the alr starts to
sinell of snow, but this is ski country

and the clientele will switch L shivrs
as soon as the chair lifts start to run.

Cord works the chalr )ifts at a pri-
vate skl resort during the day and
runs her B & B by night In the win-
ter.

She takes skl groups and families
(up 10 20 guests in a pinch) as well as
individual travelers as long as they
will all fit in her five-bedroom
house.

At this time of year, weckend
rates are $50 for two, Including that
full two-course breakiast. Midweek,
until Memorial Day, that goes down
10 $39. The corporate rate, Monday
through Thursday unil) Memorial
Day Is §25 to $35.

Code also offers packages — fly
fishing, golf, cross-country skling.
art-and-auction lours and other
packagus.

WILL YOU like this kind of bed-
and-breakiast? Maybe, maybe not.

If you like a clean, comfortable
bed with a bathroom dowa the hall {
or around the corner from the living
room on the maln floor), with a host-
ess who really wants to make you
comfortable and a crawd of friendly
folks around the fireplace or at the
breakfast Lable, you'll love Heritage
House.

If not, there is always a chain mo-
tel down the road. But don't expect
10 creep out of your room at dawn to
make your own early morning coffee
at a roadside motel. You can’t do it.

For reservations, contact Jane
Code, Herltage House, 521 E. Maln,
Gaylord, Mich. 49735 or (clephone
(517) 732-1199,

MICKY JONES

Jane Cord works the chair lilts at a private ski resort during
the day and runs her B & B by night in the winter,
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“THE FALVEY TENNIS CHALLENGE”
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THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS

THE TENNIS COMPANY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1989 » « - 7:30 P.M.
Centaur Racquet Club - 5700 Drake Road - West Bloomfield
TICKETS %10.00 - TICKET INFORMATION CALL (313) 661-2000
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