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Measuring for
melon sweetness

OMEDAY, a purse-size swecelness
meter you carry to the market may
help you plek a ripe melon or other
frult or vegetable,

Notlng that melons which look and smell
ripe at the supermarket often have been
pleked too soan to be sweet, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture rescarchers have de-
veloped a device that uses light rays to
measure just how sweet honeydews, water-
melons and cantaloupes are.

The gadget, which Is currently the size of
a breadhox, monltors melon swectacss by
measuring the amount of ncar-Infrared
light the frult absorbs. The more light ab-
sorbed, the sweeter the frult. Unripe melons
with only 6 percent sugar can sweelen to
the Ideal 11 percent In just a few days on
the vine.

The Agricultural Research Service says
that the meter not only helps farmers pla-
polnt when a melon Ls ripe for plcking, it
should also make it casier for

Upbringing has effect
on neatness factor

@: Your iast column stated there is
1o genetle difference between the
organizational abilities of men and
women. How aboat caltural upbring-
(2g? Does It have an effect?

A: Yes, there are definltely envi-
ronmental and cultural differences.
Whether or not a person ls naturally
adcpt at neatness and erder, the be-
tlefs impressed upon people during
thelr formatlve years do affect life-
long hablts.

A few ycars ago a sct of two tests
was distributed in several European
countries, One was a

¥ organizing

Dorothy
Lehmkuhl

was reminded of my own German
cultural upbringing here in the Unit-
«d States. While not perfectionlsts,.
both my parents were very neat, My
dad, especially, used to be mortlfled
if he was caught with any kind of
mess. Any accumulatlons or unused

the other a fest dulgﬁcd to reveal
innate ability. Observing the neat-
ness of the countrysides in the vari-
ous cultures might convince you that
the people who live there are genetl-
cally different. The questionnaires
seemed to confirm these dlfferences,
but some of the innate ability tests
seemed contradletory.

and retallers to identify vine-ripened frults.

‘The meter also works for onfons and pa-
payas; peaches and nectarines will be tested
next.

SUNFLOWER SEEDS: On a pound-for-
pound, dry welght basls, sunflower seeds
have twice as much iron as ralsins, as much
calcium as whole milk, and all the proteln
of bee! but with no chelesterol, according to
the ARS.

Rescarchers suggest three tasty new
ways lo cat them: sour cream-and-onlon-
flavored, honcy-roasted, and roasted and
salted in a blend with raisina. These treats
are part of a sampler of three North Dakota
crops packaged to cclebrate the state’s cen-
{cnnlal.

The Nationa! Sunflower Association and
Slgeo Sun Products, of Wahpeton, N.D.,
packaged the sampler with seven dlfferent
sunflower, soybean and wheat snacks.
Detecting Mushy Apples

An apple that tocks crisp might prove to
be mushy when you hite into it. So, frult
experts have developed a techalque called
spectraphotometry, which detects invisible
brulses on apples.

The method, say ARS rescarchers, breaks
down a light beam into its individual colors,
or wave lengths. In tests by ARS and Cor-
nell University, apples were brulsed and a
beam of light directed to different parts of
the frult. Damaged. arcas reflected less
. light, indicating the bruised arcas absorbed
. it, while undamaged areas reflected more
light, charncteristic of a healthy apple.

Packing houses would use this technique
along, with equipment they now use for cal-
or sorting,

'

NEW VIBURNUM: ARS has developed a
new dwarf viburnum, named Esklmo, ex-

- pected. to be avallable to home gardencrs
next yeaf, Reportedly, it blooms profusely
and is resistant to bactertal leaf spot. The

.new variety, developed at the ARS Natlonal

/ Arboretum in  Wasbington, D.C., grows
stowly under partlal to full sunlight In
heavy loam sofl with an adequate moisture
supply. It has glossy, dark, semi-evergreen
follage and Is termed ldeal for landscaping,
hedging or mass planting. After three to
four years, it produces snowball-like flo-
wers in carly May,

LISTENING TO INSECTS: A high-tech
microphone in an acoustic system can tell
gealn operators when insccts are most ac-
tive among stored graln, The microphone
can detect feeding sounds — amplfied up
to 75,000 times of the lesser grain borer,
rice weevil and Angoumois graln moth,
ARS reports.

Ths Informatlon can cut costs to farmers
and grain operators by telllng them — with
no need for graln samples — when insect-
cidal fumigants should be used to do the
mast good.

NEW, RICH CARROT: Beta 111, a carrot
reportedly three times richer 1n beta caro-
tene than other carrots — and with good
flavor and growth habit has been developed
by ARS sclentlsts at Madison, Wis. ARS
says It provides hope for improved nutsi
tion, healthler eyes and dl i

The went back and in-
terviewed o number of respondents
In each country. Explanations re-
vealed that questlonnaire answers
were often motivated by cultural
blas, rather than personal feclings.
For fnstarce, on one questlon, “I
have trouble keeplng my personal
pupers  up-to-date,” some respon-
dents admitted that thelr answers
were guided by reluctance to admit
to soctally unaceeptable behavior. In
short, the Innate abllitles seemed
cqual 1n all the countrics, but the
cultural standards caused differenc-
s,

1 have just returned from a trip to
Germany, where neatness and order
permeates every aspect of life, and

had to be carefully hid-
den from vlew; to be messy was sim-
ply bencath thelr dignity, (In retros-
pect I marvel at how calm they re-
malned while guiding the four of us
children through our teenage years.)

As [ have said before (and to quate
whoever sald it flrst): It takes pres-
sure to preduce. There are fcw peo-
ple who truly cannot be well orga-
nized if they try hard enough or if
the need Ls great enough. It may be
much more difficult for these who
are not innately neat, however, and
actually produce stress which would
not develop in a naturally orgainzed
person,

You can still enroll in the new
“Qrganizing Your Business Life”
seminar series taught by Dorothy
Lehmkuhl beginning this Thurs-
day cvening, Oct. 5, at Troy Adult
Education (879-7582). Her day-
time “Organizing for Success"” se-
ries begins Tuesday at the Bir-
mingham Community House
(644-5832) and Wednesday at
Schooleraft College (462-4448).

country-like satting that's .,
noar shopplng and all the
northern suburbs have to offer.

Inctudes:
= Spaclous Closets and Basemont
Storage
Ing

A gocluded R

=
PRICE FROM $53,800

= Now Carpeting
= Landscaped Grounds

« Now. Includi
Eloctric Ranga, Dishwashor

: DIRMINGHAM
targe rvlnll fot with (his Immaculate family home in & great fsmity area.
» floor plan with choice of 3 or 4 bedrooms. Formal dining toom,
library/aludy o home oMfice. Spacious 1840 squars fest with excellent

FlexIbl
slorage] $151,900 H-62248

worldwlde.

Earl Aronson is the Associated Press
garden writer.

4 Warhol Collection

at 2 area galleries

Two area art gallerics have been desig-
nated local distributors of the official
Nouvelles Images and Andy Warhol Collee-
tlon of, postera and cards, published by
Nouvelfes Images of New York.

The il lon wilt ba bl
at Grafiskan Art Gallery, 218 Merrill, Blr-
mingham aud Nelson's Custom Framing,
16376 Mlddlebelt Road, Livonla.

The collection, the largest ever Intro-
duced ‘o tho U.S, market, is the flrst collec-
tion authorized by the Andy Warhol Foun-
dalion for the Visual Arta, 1t Includes many
of Warhol's most famous paintings, such ag
tho serjes of Marilyn Monroe, Campbeli’s
Soup, ll}d self-portraits,

Bharﬂ U
:u!ly indscaped -Illh lauldloor tightin
~Foom st Ing nice deck area. LI
$165,900 H-53839 "

15 K
1.0Y3 OF ROOM
Large tamily hnﬁnc with p,m;lu lot. Racently painted. Updated kitchen.

Family eoom wl

h patio. o Cal 3
schools. 8aller wili R:lp with cios Ing?o‘lmhg.t

BIRMINGHAM
Inad colonlsl in & lovely tamily neighborhood. Beautl-
Ing room with fireplac

prinklier syatem. Nawer famlily
Contral air.

Sk

(tche
newar roof, Bloomfield Hills
476,500 H-45743

fashions

Ann Arbor artist Susan Wright has
expanded her artistic talents. Noted
for painted furniture and weaving,
the artist has come up with these col-
orful, whimsical clocks that can easi-
Iy double as functional and decora-
tive art. With brightly painted faces,
the wood clocks are hand-built and
battery operated. The clock at the
upper lefl is black and white with a
red nccent across the top and mea-
sures 10-by-10 inches, At the upper
right, aqua accents highlight a terra
colta frame outlined in black, mea-
sures 15 Inches high by 9% inches
wide. Getting right to the point, the
blue, green and gold timeplece at the
lett [s 27 inches high and 20 Inches
wide, Clocks range in price from $135
to $275. Ariana Gallery, 388 E. Maple,
Birmingham.
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Come share

« 1& 2 Bedroom Ranch Units

= Private Entries

« Clubhouse and Nature Area

« Sandy Beach or Pool

« Hotpoint Appliances

« Full Basements

« Optional Fireplace, Family
Room and Walkout Baseracrnits

eam

adults

ren under 17)

*Special Offer s at
Centenninl Farm
and Colonlal Acres
locations.

Sovmet

CEDAR
(Wiillamston)

From . *58,900

(517) 655-3448

OPEN MON.-FRI. 12-4 PM +» SAT. & SUN. 12-5
ALSO OPEN THURSDAYS (red Cudar Closed Thurs.)

Bulit & Dovoloped by:
CENTAUR CON

" COLONIAL
ACRES
(South Lyon)
F:om...365,900

{313) 437-1159

"CENTENNIAL |
q FARM :
B (Green Oak Twp.) B
H From.. s73,900
oo e
Visit our Decorated Models today!

Salos by:
TRACTORS COLONIAL ACRES REALTY"



