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Road commissioners up for salary hike

By'ﬁnIMurphy
statf writor

Alter 19 years at the same salary
level, members of the Oakland Coun-

ty Road Commissicn may be in line
{for a 33 percent pay hike.

But at lcast one member of the
County Board of Commlssioners op-
poscs the pay hike, Insisting they are

fringe beneflts sm:h as hmlm Insur-

he sald, becaust It was the same rate
of compensation pald to county com-

anceand a
equipped with car phone.

The board’s CGovernment and
Transportation Committee this week

another position consid-
cred ta be a part-time job.
Commissioners currenily receive
a base annual salary of $19,200,
Dennls M. Aaron, D-Oak Park,
said for road commls-

voted 6-1 In favor of 2 n-
creasing salarles for the three road
commlssloners from $7,500 to
$10,000 per year, The salary for the
chairman of the road commission
would increase from $8,500 to
$11,000.

‘The reselution was referred Lo the
board for consideratlon at its Oct. 12
meeting.

‘The road commlsslon is an autono-
mous body with responsibility for
more than 2,400 miles of roads and
highways within Oakland County, Its
three members — currently Rlchard
V. Vogt, Lawrence E. Littman and
James E. Lanni — are appolnted by
county commlssloners and set palicy
for the commission that has 554 em-
ployees and a $65 million budget in
fiscal 1989,

JOHN L. GRUBBA, managing dl-
reclor and sccretary/clerk of the
road for the sal-
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ary increase noting (hat commis.
sioners have not received a pay In-
crease In 19 years,

Compensation for commissioners
was sct in 1970, Grubba said, when
the positlon was downgraded from
full time to part time, and the per
annum salary was reduced from
$13,500 to $7,500,

The $7,500 flgurc was established,

sloners is adequate, considering they
are obligated for one mecting per
week and reccive the same Iringe
benefits as other county cmployees
In comparable positions.

“I don’t know how you have the
guts” to say they warrant a pay hike,
said Aaron, the only commissloner to
vote agalnst the resolutlon.

Commlssloners are frequently in-
vited to — and expected at — lrreg-
ularly scheduled meetings In town-
ships or citles, Grubba countered.
“They are also expected to conduct
on-site [nspections,” he sald.

GRUBBA NOTED that road com-
missioners in Kent, Jackson, Gene-
see and Macomb countics are com-
pensated at higher rates than those
in Qakland County, cven though they
generally have responsibillty for
fewer mlles of highway.

Commissioners in those counties
also drive county-owned vehicles
and, presumably, get other fringe
benefits, he said.

Commissioner Thomas A. Law, R-
West Bloomficld Townshlp, said he
supports the salary Increase. I think
commissloners do a good job and
should recclve pay hikes like oth-
ers,” he sald.
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Court broadens
terms for parole

‘The Mlchigan Supreme Court has
ruled a person serving a life sen-
tence for conspiracy to commit
murder can be considered for
parole.

The decision Is retroactive, the
high court said in appeals coming
fram Oakland and Livingston coun-

‘While defendants in
these cases were
found guilly of an
extremely heinous

fes.

‘While defendants in these cases
were found guilty of an extremely
heinous offense, it cannol be sald
that they were convicted for first-
degree murder; accordingly, the
parole prohibition does not apply.”

sald the opinion written by Justice
Robert Griffin.

IN ONE OPINION, the high
court resolved two conflicting state
Court of Appeals decisions. The Su-
preme Court:

® Afflrmed two Court of
Appeals decisions allowing parele
jn Oaktand County cases. George
Dudgceon and Jimmic R. Tipsword
were convieled by an Qakland Cir-
cuit Court jury of consplracy to
commit first-degree murder, Los-
ing the appeal was former prosccu-
tor L. Brooks Patterson.

® Reversed the decislon against
Monice Jahner, who was convicted
by a Livingston Circult Court jury
af conspiracy to commit first-de-

it tbe
said that they were
convicted for first-
degree murder.’.
Justice Robert Gritfin,
Michigan Supreme Court

gree murder and assavlt with In-
tent o commit murder. The
appeals court held her conspiracy
conviction was non-parolable.

THE SUPREME Court found
ambiguity in the laws mandating
life sentences without parole and
sald, "Doubt is to be resalved in fa-
vor of the accused.”

Slgolng Griffin's opinlon were
Chief Justice Dorothy Comstock
Ritey and Justices Charles Levin,
James Brickley, Michael Cavanagh
and Dennis Archer.

Justlee Patricia Boyle concurred
in a separate opinion.
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“You'll see immediate
results. 1 did.”

Debra shedd last

55 pounds and Bl inches

B Average weight loss
3 pounds per weck.

o Seeimmediate results,
right from the start,

o Effective and no injections.
& You'll fearn eating habits

! to stay slim.
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Call now for a FREE consultatnon'
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Clawson . PONTIAC - 682:2000 Farmington
2759 Elizabeth Lk. Rd.

Pontiac
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WEIGHT LOSS

Centers.

With you every day, every pound of the way”
s of America, inc. = Akron, Ot 44113
ot own o¢ operate Carters

FARMINGTON §53-6360
28501 Orchard Lk. Rd.

Save 20% To 30% Off
SFA’s Womein’s Coats.

o jt’ the outerwear sale to celebrate the new season.

® With a beautiful selection of coats and jackets for misses and petites.
® From the names you know and look for, including SFA exclusives.
e Choose from wool coats and rainwear, in basic, bright and fashion colors.

® In the best silhouettes, from classic to contemporary.

* Shown here, from the collection and ours exclusively, Fairbrooke’s sweeping black wool
velour balmacann, for sizes 4 to 15. Now $329, Originally’ 8495. Coat Collections.

*There may have been intermediate price reductions on seme items prior to this clearance sale; limitod selection available,
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There’s no sale like a Saks sale.

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Ty




