points of view

More letters to the editor. . .

Change must
be from heart

To the editor:

1 was very upset when I read the
“Derwin Success” article on the
front page of the Gbserver. 1 do not
cansider myself to be racist, so
please do not misunderstand my
vlews here, but 1 am slck and tired
of heating about how black's think
they are treated so badly by ather
groups of people, namely whites,

1 think it's a shame that such inci-
dents, such as that which happened
to Derwin's family could still happen
in 1989, but that's a reality of life,
violence, marches, publlc aware-
ness, etc., won't change how people
feel or think unless they truly wamt
to change from within thelr hearts.

1 think It's wrong for the City of
Farmingion to let this man walk in
and demand changes, such as he Is
requesting: Adopt a proclamation
for Martln Luther King, his birthday
is already recognized as a national
holiday (n January, I don't think we
need to have two celebratlons for
him.

Success’ request to designate Feb.
ruary as Black History Month in
Farmington, come on Derwin, give
us a break, why don't we then desig:
nate March as Italian History Month
to recognize my heritage, April
could be Polish History Month, and
soon.

Derwin wants te create a “bira-
clal” task force to create racial har.
mony in Farmingten, whe is he kid-
ding, I can count all the blacks that
live In Farmington on one hand.

Another request is to create a cur-
riculum on the diversity of culture in
the school district, agaln I say, let's
also recognize ltalians, Pollsh, Ger-
mans, Jews, ctc. that bullt this coun-
try, and made it great.

And finally, Derwin wants Farm-
ington to hire enc black person to
work in the clty haii, how about you,
Derwln, are you qualificd?

Again, please do not misconstrue
my comments. I merely wish to

on how ridicul this

You are inviting trouble; think
about the actlons you are about to
take. Do you really think people are
golng to change the way they fee), or
that you are going to bring raclal
harmony to Farmington, a city that
Is 99 percent white? Ii you want to
march, why not try Southiicld, Oak
Park or even Detroit?

Vince Chiaravalli,
Farmington Hills

Takes issue
with claims

To the editar:

In regard 10 “County officials re-
ject Clarenceville recall petitions™
{Sept. 21}

1t should be made quite clear that
the Clarenceville school board’s at.
torneys fees are not paid with tax
dollars, These fees are paid by indi-
viduat board members.

When Susan Gonzales said she
fited a “bogus petition, knowing it
would fail,” then why did she file it
in the first place? It Is my under-
standing that there is no such thing
as a “bogus petitlon.” Is this not a
waste of the county's time, not to
mentlon money?

I attended a school board meeting
on May 25, at which Susan Gonzales
and Tammy laconelli and several of
the members of the “Community 1o
Dissolve Clarenceville” also were
present.

At this meeting, the district’s at-
torney spoke in great detail on the
procedures of consolidatlon and an-
nexation. There was alse a letter
available to the public that ex-
plained the procedures on this same
issue. So T do not agree that there
has been poor communlcation within
the district.

And Jet’s not forget who passes the
millage, which seems to be the pro
dissolution group's biggest rcason
for dissolution. It's not the school
board.

When Susan Gonzales sald, “Let
the ity decide,” 1 feel In

whole situation is getting, Derwin,
I'm sorry you arc having a hard time
In Farmingten, and that some people
are glving you problems. But let's
not put the whole blame on Farm-
ington, or the suburbs, or condemn a
race of people as bigots or raclsts.

April of this year the communlty did

decide. The community passed a

millage and a Headlee averride. This

community has always passed a mil-
lage. Does this tell you anything?

Wilson Bowden,

Livoola

Teens missed
Bush’s talk

To the editor:

In September, President Bush an-
nounced he would address all sev-
cnth through 12th graders in this
country via a TV message on school
time.

This was the first time in Amert-
can history a president addressed
{cenagers specifically. The message
— drugs and drug abuse.

High schoo) principals across this
country received advance, specifie
information regarding this planned
address.

President Bush, in fact, dellvered
a powerful, 20-minute message that
held the several hundred high
schoolers, whese I teach, hushed and
attentive. Unfortunately, Farming-
ton middle school and high school
students were not even told of the
address, let alone allowed to watch
it.

T FIND It upsetting and inconsist-
ent that a school system, which has
recently announced a stepped-up, ag-
gressive anti-drug campaign with
active support from our chief of po-
lice and our local newspaper editor,
would deny teens the opportunity to
hear our president’s message.

What kind of message are we
adults sending to these young men
and women: that their daily school
schedule cannot be adjusted for a
mere 20 minutes? That flexibility ts
a dirty word? That they are to race
through life, uncaring of themselves
and others, in order to “get ahead”
and “be en time?"”

PERHAPS THIS Kkind of tension,

tunnel vision and lack of communl-
cation Is a mafor cause in turning
our teens "on" to drugs and “of{* to
us.
I fecl the administrators of the
Farmington mlddle schools and high
schools made a major mistake in not
providing for our youngsters to hear
the president’s message,

Hespeet for our chief executive
and his timely message should be
modeled by you, the adult Jeaders in
their lives at school. In this case. . .
I think you blew it.

Janet \Whiteamb Friedrich,
Farmington Hills

Collegians reject booze, drugs

THE KIDS were out there just
walting for the adults (o glve them
the opportunlty.

A total of about 1,500 students en-
tering the University of Michigan,
QOakland Unlversity and Eastern
Michigan University opted this fall
for alcohol-free rooms.

That breaks down to about 10 per-
cent of the incoming students at U-
M, 21 percent of all dormitory rest-
dents at Eastern Michlgan and 45
percent at QUL

This is the Lirst year that all public
universities In Michlgan — with the
exceptlon of Michigan State and
Wayne State — offered students liv-
ing in their residence halls the
choice of a roommate who doesn't
drink. Wayne State will Implemnent
the option next fall,

The numbers make |t obvious that
MSU Is out of syne — as arc Michi-
gan Tech, Lake Superior State and
Saginaw Valley State, all of which
offer the option enly to students 21
and over. And Ferris State, 1oo, must
revise its housing form, which now
only offers it to students who ac-
knowledge they are chemically de-
pendent,

Those kinds of limitations are
hogwash.

BECAUSE YOUNG people obvi-
ously are saying somcthing differ-
enl. A move that was begun on be-
half of students recovering from
chemical addictlons who wanied to

Slower-paced class spurs worry

Q: My son s n clnth grade student
and bas been placed In a slawer
paced math class, 1 know he s not
the best student in the school but I
worry about him falllng further be-
hind 1o this class. My question s,
“Does a slower paced math class
serve a better purpose for my son
than a regular math class?"

What you are referring to is typi-
cally called a remedlal math class In
what is called a “tracking system;” a
system that divides siudents into
high, average and low ability or low
performance levels; each tevel with
its own curriculum. Those in the
remedial elasses are young adults
who may have ability but for many
reasons are experiencing a problem
mastering basic academic skllls,

From my cxperience, students In
these classes tend to be cither un-
derachlevers, unmotivated or undis-
ciplined toward studying at this time
in life. Sometlmes acting out or
blurting out, sometimes very shy and
withdrawn behaviors are by-prod-
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malntain their sobriety in a college
atmosphere is turnlng out to be
something that many others want,
too..

They are smart cnough 1o realize
they don't wunt to contend with
drunkenness or drugs in their own
room, their home away from home,
when they want to study or order out
for pizza or talk.

Haw does that hit you, you repre-
sentatives of the Presidents Council
of the State Colleges and Universi-
ttes? A year's worth of meetings be-
tween the small Oakland County
group pushing for the alcohol-free
rcoming and these representatives
resulted In the council's collective
refusal to do anything.

It can’t be done, they said. It ac.
knowledges that we have drinking in
cur dorms, they said. We simply
can't take on that responsibility,
they said.

Initially only Qakland University
went ahead and offered their stu-
dents the cholce.

1t {ook the pressure of proposed

N

e

ey -
4 Doc
m. . B Doyle

ucts of a remedial class.

You ask, “Does a remedial, homo-
Beneous class (a class with students
who have similar grades and test
scares) serve a better purpose than a
heterogencous class (a elass setting
with students of mixed abilitles and
grades)?” Depends on who you talk
to and what research you believe.

. Recent research is quite interest-
ing regarding the remedial, undera.
chieving or sometimes called at-risk
student class settings.

John Peterson, Ph.D, of Brigham
Young Unlverslty stated that a num-
ber of experts who studied the edu-
cation of remedial students found

come round.
Talk about your ivory tower!

KIDS ARE SMARTER than we -
give them credit for. And those indi- *
viduals, groups and institutions in
our local communities who are
working so hard agalnst drug and a!-
cohol abuse can take heart. :

It Is obvlous that for many of -
these college-bound youngsters, the |
message is getting across. B

State Rep. David Henlgman, R. -
West Bloomtield, is once again pro- .
posing legislatlon so that MSU and
all Michigan private colleges and -
universlties also offer that option —
imd those that already do maintain *
t.

But the truth ls, the numbers alone
confirm hat’s what students want.
All along It has been a students
rights issue — right up there with -
the right to request a non-smoking .
roommate —~ in place for some time.

Lucklly, universitles still must
compete for students. And students
who care about having a reommate *
who doesn’t drink know the schools
that offer them that opportunity,
naw, don't they? H
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Judith Doner Berne is assistant |
managing cditor of the Oakiand |
edrtions of the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers,

that when given an opportunity in a |
more mixed, helerogencous class,
remedlal students test scores im.
proved. That there was a tendency to |
teach underachieving students at a i
slower pace that can put them eve
further behind their classmates.
That when the low achievers were '
grouped with other low achleving .
students they knew they were the |
remedial and their modest work ef- !
fort became a sort of self-fulfilling -
prophecy. :
Tracking or putting Jow achieving !
students together also showed that
student self-esteem, which was an-;
ticipated would improve by doing}
schoe]l work they could handle, did}
not improve. H
Dr. James Doyle is an assistant
superintendent in the Troy Schoot ¢
District. The answers provided |
here are the opinions of Dople’
and not the Troy School District.:
Questions for this column should
be sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Ob-|
server & Ecceatric Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.
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FINE ORIENTAL RUGS
AT WHOLESALE PRICES

SAVE 40-50%

A noted New York importer has especially selected pieces
for this sale from his vast inventory of hand-made rugs
from Persia, India, Pakistan, China and Roumania

MOST TYPES AND A WIDE VARIETY OF S1ZES AVAILABLE
Bokbharas, Killms, Dhurries, Kermans, Ardabils, Herez,
Chinese, Kashans, Tabriz, Silks and many more,
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6THANNUAL SALE

Sponsored by

ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH.

InSt. John's FTucicmmn " Date:
Recreation Center Oct. 12 thru Oct. 15
22001 Northwestern Hwy | %) Hours:
Southfield, Michigan § Thursday 10:00-9:00
(Look for é Friday 10:00-8:00
the Gold Dome) Saturday 10:00-9:00. '
st vonrunt po Sunday 1:00-6:00 .}
: RS

Terms: Cash or Check payable to St. John's Armenian Chuﬂih

Phone (313) 569-3405




