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Baubles and beads

A liltte of the glitter, some of the glitz and a tab of the glamor of
Hollywood and New York has come to northern Oakland County. And
surprisingly t's not all that costly to enjoy. The place is Kathryn Post
and il's the in place to go for baubles, bangles and beads. R
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As a flight attendant for American Trans Alr, David Osmola has traveled entirely around the world in 37 days,

na a friena

South Amerlca.

Coffee, tlea

stops inK

RANDY BORST/statt photographer
Beijing and Puntas Arengs in

ly face

By Janlce Brunson
staff writer

After stints of bartending and
sales 10 years ago, Jack Slmpson of
Livonta responded to the passing
suggestion of a brother and applied
for a job with the alrlines.

He's been flying for a llving ever
since, working as a flight attendant
for the Detroit-based Republlc Alr-
fines that fn 1986 became part of
Northwest Alrlines.

“Alt you have to do is get along
with people,” safd Simpson, 35, of
the job. “IU's nice. 1 enjoy the days

off." Flight crews typlcally work .

about 15 days a month,

Simpson’s wife Kathy, untll ro-
cently a Northwest adminlstrator
who supervised flight attendants [n
Detrolt, paints a more telling por-
tralt of the job.

Men invade air ‘service’

“It's hard serving all those peaple.
Flight attendants have my utmost
respect,” she sald, citing their com-
mon traits, “Very outgoing, flexible,
strong scnse of sclf, extremely
smart and witty.

“Actually, I can't think of any-
thing ncgatlve to say about them as
agroup.”

Jack Simpson 1s one of 2,300 fight
attendants based In metropolitan
Detroft, and Northwest Is the only
major carrler with attendants sta-
tloned here.

‘Tom Kassel, 27, a Westland native
who recently completed training as
u flight attendant for American Alr-

lines, Is based in Chleago.

A 1988 GRADUATE of Eastern,
Michigan University in French and
International trade, Kassel sought
cmployment “tied” to his major. He
Investigated teaching abroad and In-
terviewed with a cargo carrier,
Trans Intercontinental, before being
hired by American last May.

Like most carrlers today, Amerl-
can s experienclng enormous
growth. Kassel ls among the 2,000
new attendants the company will
hire this year frem a pool of 30,000
applicants, those who perform well
tn such areas as problem solving.

Durlng a group Interview, Kassel
and the others were asked to collec-
tlvely solve a problem.

“They wanted to sec how each of
us got along and worked with oth-
ers,” he sald.

Training, scheduled in Dailas for
six weeks, was typical of that re-
qulred by most scheduled alelines.
Kassel tecelved free round-trip
transportation and room and board,
But he was not pald a salary during
the training. Once he was

things are now settling Into a rou-
tine. He is currently assigned to
Montreal flights and hopes to [ly
internationally to Europe soon.

Of the 63 tralnces in Kassel's
class, 10 were men, four older than
him, four about the same age and
two wha were younger. Tie mix re-
{lects industry irends.

AS A RESULT OF fair hlring
standards cstadlished in the late
1950s, the number of male fight at-
tendants has increased significantly
in recent years, Of 76,297 attendants
employed natlonwide by 77 sched-
uled airlines, 14 percent are male,
based on figures malntalned by the
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assigned to fly diatel;

of Flight d
DC.

en
befare he had time to find tving ac-
commodations In Chlcago,

*It's been busy,” Kassel said, but
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By Iris 8anderson Jonas
conlributing travel odltor

Sometimes life makes uncxpect-
cd connections, as It did when I sat
by the flreplace in the Little Inn
with Richard and Corlnne Fitoussl.

The Fitoussis are co-owners of
the three-story Inn on the historic
maln strect of Bayfleld, Ont., 135
miles north of the metropolitan
arca on Lake Huron.

We were sipplng Kir Royale,
nibbllng chips of dried reindeer
meat and talking. “Where do you
come from?" I asked.

“I come from France,” Richard
sald. “Alsace.”

I have vislted the French side of
the Rhino Rlver so I named the
flrst town that came to mind, “Ri-
beauville?”

*“No, Illhaeusern.”

And then we both sald "Auberge
de L'TIL" I had never met anyone
clse who knew that wonderful res-
taurant In France, which hiy a

three-star Michelln rating. My hus-
band Micky dlscovered it years

*1told you twa coats wouldn't b2 enough

A Little Inn with a 4-star rating

" IRIS BANDERSON JONES
)

Richard and 1are ers of tho threc-story
Littie inn on the i Ontarlo, named

of Bay
for o British naval lioutenant who survayed tho Great Lakes
eatly in the 18th century.

" says ‘Bayfield ~ Population 500." -

ago and took me there for one of
Tife’s memorable meats.

As ft turned out, Richard ap-
prenticed there as a teenager, then
worked in restaurants in Germany
and England before moving to
Canada. He worked for Westin Ho-
tels, helped open Lhe Westin Re-
naissance ln Detroit In the 1970s,
jolned Pat and Gayle Waters as
owners of the Hotel Saskatchewan
in western Capada and follawed
them to Bayfield as co-owners and
managers of the Little Inn.

THE INN IS an entirety differ-
ent selting from the high-rise glasy
splendor of city hotels, but as
Richard Likes to say, ‘It bas more
trees around it.’ .

U you drive north along Lake
Huron oo Highway 21 past lush:
farms and roadside antique mar-
kets, you could easily Jook the!
ather way and miss the sign that
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