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Robb Roy: Ready for stardom

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

Written off as breaking up nearly
two ycars ago, Robb Roy louks
poised to break out.

The five-member rock band will
perform Tuesday, Oct. 18, 1 a com-
petitlon for the top prize m “Sound
Check," an internattonally-renuwnied
talent scarch sponsored by Yanha
‘The graup left fur Los Angetes Fri-
day, hut not before recewving a e
sounding send-off at the detro Musi-
Cale in Royal Qak.

Robb Roy will be one of four
bands competing for first prize,
which Is $10,000 worth of equipment
and an opportunity to vie for the In-
ternational finals @t Budekan The-
atre in Tokyo. Japan

‘The shuw I Los Angeles will fua.
ture Richard Marx and temale pop
artist Martika. The performance
will be tuped and televised some
time in December

“The band is better than ever re-
ally.” said Grabam Strachan, who
fives in Redfurd Township and 1s
lead vuealist

TO REACH 1he semifinals of the
international talent search was hio
small teat. Rubb Ruy submtted twn
songs, "Show Me™ and “The Gypsy
Walks.” along wih nearly $00¢
other bands back 1n July

Then Strachun recelved o call
from the people at Yamaha, telhng
him the band was one of 100 bands
still in the hunt Then Robb Roy was
suddenly one of fuur finahsts from
the Midwest

The band putforined an afternoon
shuwcase at Slammes i Dearbota
before some tnpeessed judges

On the basis uf material and Yive
performance, Robb Roy was select

The tuture is looking pretly good for ihe five-
memper band, Robb Roy, which is in the run-

Yamaha,

nung fur top prize in "SoundCheck,” an inter-

el s aor of Uhe finadists 10 go o LA

Ene competition 1ops off what has
Been o alellise 14 years in the Robb
Koy cainp. The band was voled
‘Hest Rock Band™ in the Metro
Times w3 1988 reader poll and per-
tormes o handful of live shows at
Hant Plaza in Detroit.

W nave a broader sound that
appesls 10 @ wider audience.” Stra.
chas sard “For lack of a better
et L guess iU's radio friendly.”

When Robb llu) started out two

years ago, the baad had oore ol 3
folk rock bent to it. Alter performing
locally at a yeoman's pace. the sound
has evolved,

EARLY IN 1988, though, Rabb
Roy went through a hincup vhange.
Some wmistakingly reported the hand
had broken up Drummer Handy
Bruce and guitarist Mike Kudricko
joined Jason Kuchn. Kevin Pruitt
and Strachanand the band hasn't
looked back

natienally known talent search sponsored by

Labes tittesest flas phjued Accord
iNR Wostiachan 4 BS A&M und RUA
are curtentdy taking i look at the
Broup

1 Hoob loy 1> sygned members
can atinhule thel suceess to the old
axbionet wink vilne Fhe band Ras
pluyed oty veely club an the
Arca descluplig o Wyal fulluwing
along, e #ay

“lts been worth #t

*Strachan sad.

Is it jazz? Is it rock? Is it blues?

Shoulders
gets urban
with music

By Larry O'Connor
stall writer

For all the labels placed un thesn.
Big Shoulders are an aptly named
band,

Are they blues” Are they jaze™ Are
they rock? Well the Chivagu-based
outfit is alk ot thuse and then again
none of those.

“We fought the blues band label.
we fought the rock band label,” gui-
tarist Larey Clyman said, “The terin
we came up with is urbun roots imue
sle”

OK, we'll buy thut And while
we're at the cash register of guod
music, throw (n Big Shuulders’ debut
album on Rounder Records as well
Advance copies of the soon-to-be re-
leased promuse u rollicking good
time.

The instrumental numbers on the
album soothe whie providing a
broad overview of the band’s intlu-
ences as sidemen tu sotie of the best
in the business

Want to drop sume pamnes” How
about B.B. King. Stevie Ray Vaughn.
Albert Collins, Los Lobus, Loonie

REVIEWS

The cmcngo -based Big Shoulders isa hnrd band to describe.
Their music, band members have decided, is urban roots with
hints uof blues, jazz and rock'n’roll.

Brooks Hobert Cray, Muddy Waters
wnu sonn Mellencamg? All of theny
e people members of Big Shoul-
duis buve perfurmed with at one
tiie vl anothier.

Clynan, himsell, served as a gul-
tarisl with well-kpown blges man
Lounte Brooks before starting Big
Shtidsl s IW0 YEArs ago.

DIAWING FROM those influence
e b1y, Shoulders has crafied its own
biund ot music. The sound, though, is
rwated in blues.

Fieat of all, look:ng at the mem-

bers of the band everyone has done
some serious time on the blues vir-
cuit,” Clyman said. “If we're nol
doing a strajght blues tune, we play
it with the same amount of heart as
we would a blues number.”

Big Shoulders didn't start off with
big plans. The group formed out of a
mutual interest of having & good
time playing some musie two years
age.

Unexpectedly, things began ta
take off. The band became an instant
hit on the Chicago club circuit. Big
Shoulders' music is receving medi-

Qi Lo Beasy dutation un radiv there

ALE OF a sudden jecotd con-
i (> ald wthied periphetal musical
decistons avty thiling Dandiea about

St Jene n fve munths atler
co Un Daas Warder Broth
CFS EXpiraatd s T end I s db 4B
RSBl Daid U1y dn Sdld
T el w sl vhay Some
Meanbeis ol i Deod sald  Let s do
1S Baive s anes imetaders tett
We fad e - diel fab beiog ah
ISEUN s Band A ety il

Roubaer stecmas 4 the pic-
ture Jne Mussachusetts dused fabel
has givet the omi feee rem i
teriie of teuiding

As « ouil Big Shoulders was
bl o e v (e vasente of il
MUse Sttt bat U Olues <
WFBats ooty al FIMS - i s s sithgelah

ALL JTHE mvembers cecorded the
L wogether e Wi saine room Any
vvertuns were ticluded in the final
product

TBlues s s bartypr ob Inusie
whuse therv 18 uitetaclion between
the arUst ang the audicime. Udyiman
sid When you get nde tie studio
FOU bt atk that

The ballinark ot Hig Shoulders Ray
been hve pertormance. The band re
portedly was one ol the highltghts of
the Motar Uity Blues Festival,

“We make usic the ald-tastioned
way  Ulyinan said We play ot

lm Mrseddde
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frelt e naih o)
gun Acenw Deasborn b
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IN CONCERT

® BOBMOULD

Hub Mould wil) perform Monday, Oct.
© ot the Nectarine Hallroom, 510 E. Lib-
vely. Ann Arbot  Advaoce tlckets are
31356 1slsghtly Migher st ihe door). For
wdor manivt, cal) $3-MUSIC.

® INNER CIRCLE
et € el wal) perform Mooday, Oct.
al Bhind 1hg. 208 S Firsl. Ann Ar-
ot b durimation, call 996-8555

® AL
tar sk jestorm Monday Tuesday,
oo ik st ate, 610 Chuteh, Ann
Alna bor sucnation call ho-2747.

® BIG CHIEF

Hig ek sl performn Tuesday Oct
szt i 208 S Fiest. Ann Ar
o bl call Y96 4555

» samul

Al ettt it Wedoesday, Oct
« Bund Prg 208 S First Ann Ar-
i e bt ination, ¢al) #96-8555

@ JUNATHON RICHMAN

Sunathoss Bichman wil) perform two
Muas at 30 pan and (0 pin Wednes
ar VRS 14 at the ATk, 6379 S Maln.
M Ardor Tickels ate $14.50 in advance
(shhitdy higher 4t the doory. Fot informa-
ot vl 39 MUSIU

@ ADRENALIN

Adreaalin Wil pecform wilh specldl
kst DU Inove Wednesday-Saturday,
ta .oad at luggers. 34BY Eliabelh
Lane Howd  Pontize For anlormabion,
ani 1ivy

@ FIRBT LIGHT

Fust laght will perform Thursday,
Oct 12 ut Hick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
At Fot informanion. cali 966-2747.

® JUAMY CLIFF

Jndas (il will peform Thursday
't 12 at Seint Andrew's Hall, 430 E
Culgicas ivtealt Tickets are $12 (n ad-

Beb Mould will perform Mon-
day Oct. 9. at the Nectarine
Bathoom n Ann Arbor.

COLLEGE

vance (slightly bigher at the door). For
nformation, call 961-MELT.

@ AN MOORE

tan Moore will perform Thursday, Oct.
12, w1 Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, north of
Michigan Avenue, Deal ‘o lofur-
mation, call 346-5377

© ANNE BE DAVIS

Aane Be Davis will perform with
guesws the Opassums on Thursday, Oct.
12. at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Ar-
bor For information, call 996-8555.

® BEER ON PENGUN

Heer on the Penguin will perform with
guesta No Right No Wrong on Thursday, ,
¢t 12, at 3-D Dance Club, 1315 N. Maln,
Hoya) Oak For informatlon, call 589-
a3y

@ SEA MONKEYS

Sex Munkeys wifl perfurm Thursday,
(et 2, al Paycheck's, 2932 Caniff, Ihm .
tramen For informativn, call §72-8934.
#® THE LEGNARDS

The Leonards will perform Friday-Sat-
urday, Ol 13-4, at the Hamtramek
I2ub, 2048 Canult, vt 175 For Informa.
tion. call 1659760
© THE GEAR

The Gear wilt pectotin Friday, Oct. 13,
Al LUrs 21 2930 Jacub oft Jos. Campau,
Hantramek  For anformation, call 675

® CHILIPEPPERS

Red Mot Chsle Peppers wiil perform
Frday, Oct. 13, at the Michigan Theater,
603 E, Liberly, Ann Arbor. Tickels are
$17.50. For information, call $9-MUSIC.

@ EREBUS

Erebus will perform along with guests
Ugly But Proud and Violent Intenslons oo
Friday, Oct 13, at Blondies, west Seven
Mile. east of Telegruph. Detrot. For (e
lormation, call $35-8108.

& WILD WooDY8 K
Wild Woodys will pecform Friday-Sat- -
urday, Ocl. 1314, at Gnif's Grill, 49 N.
Saginaw, Pontiac. For informatlen, call
334-9292
@ RON THOMPSON
Ron Thompson and the Resistors will
perform Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13-14, at
Sully's, 4758 Greentield. north of Michi-
§3n Aveaue, Dearborn. For Information, |
call 348-5377.

® DEFORE OR AFTER

Before or After wilt perform Friday,
Ut 13, at Saunt Andrew's Hall, 431 E. .
Congress, near Beaubien, Detroit, Admis- - -
sion is 35 For infurmation, call 961- -
MELT. .
® OTIS AUSK .

Otis Rush will perform Friday-Satur-
day. Oct. (314, al the Blind Pig, 208 S. .
Fist. Ann Arbor Fot tnformation, eall
996.8555 '
© CHILD SUPPOR'

1
Dave Uchalik and Child Support will
petform Saturday, Oct. 14, at Lili' 21, )+
Ham- !

2930 Jacob, off Jos Campau,
tramck. For tnformation, call B75-8555. ""'
@ L2V BORDEN
I.lxry Borden will perform along with
guests Murder City on Saturday, Oct. 14,
at Blondses, west Seven Mile, cast of
Telegraph, Detroit For information, call .-
$35-8108

COUNTRY

Hyre ate the top 1U album receiviog
play on WOE'X-AM. campus station of
Uahtand Lt ql) 1 Rochester

1 Auind Boib."" The The.
2 Liatergration,” The Cure.
3 ‘More Sungs Abaut Love and Hate,”
Godlatbers
4 * Reybie Pre” Camper ¥an Beetbaven.
5 Danttic Pixies
n | nderstand’  Naked Rap gun

e Wighi Day ~ Ziggy Marley
o oo Mat s Zov. 10,000 Maslecs,
» Mugrumy Cum Louder.”  Huodouw
Gurus
10 Ims b the bay, This ls the Hour,
This Is Ths, Pop Will Eat liself,

Here arc the top 10 songs feeeiving atr-
play on WWWW-FM 106.7 .

17 An: You Ever Gonna Love Me,” Holly
3 “Yuu’ll Rover Be Sorry.” The Bellamy

B

‘l.iving Proot.“Ricky Van Shelton. ‘.
4 “Above & Beyond,” Rodacy Crowell,
4 “Never Givin' Up on Love,” Michael -~
Martlo Marphey.
4. High Catton.” Alabama.
7 “And 50 [t Goes,” Joka Deaver.
4 A Betler Love Next Time,” Merle
Ihuln!.

"Hmly Took Heart,” llllh'ly 1oL
10. “Killin' Time," Clint Blae

MAGNUM CUM
LOUDER

— Hoodoo Gurus

Not long ago. someone suggested
that American college radio was be-
coming far too slick for its own good.
At (he time, we didn't give & much
thought.

After lstemng to Hoodoo Guru's
latest LP on RCA, theugh, now une
beglns to wonder |f there isn't some
validlty to that observatlon. Perhaps
it Is becomling too chart-orlented as
major record labels use the college
airwaves to break relatively new
acts, especiatly since commerctal
radio doesn’t seem to offer such an
oppartunily.

The end result might have “alter-
native” bands going for more of a
mainstream sound. Case in point
Hoodoo Gurus.

Which onc Is the real Hoodoo
Gurus? Could it be the group that
turns out such acoustically glowlng
gems like “Come Anytime” and
“Shadow Me”? Or rather is it the
band that scems to be seeklng com-
merclal appeal with less-than-insplr-
Ing numbers such as “Take Me All
the Way"?

Some of Hoodoo Gurus' bleakest
moments come when the group de
cldes to take the hard rock path (n

songs such as “Glamourpuss” and
“Hallucinatlon.” A note on the album
tells the listener to play this LP loud.
What it forgets to add ls that cover.
ing your ears deesn't hurt cither,

Though some of the lyrles are
rather trite, the group has acquired a
knack for catchy miclodles. For ex-
ample, “Where's That Hit?" pulls out
all the hackneyed bascball expres-
sjons one can equate with everydny
1ite. Yet a stellar bt of guitar work
pulls this number oul of the muck.

Sumehow, one should expect more
oul of a “new muslc” group such as
Houvdoo Gurus whose main audlence
15 the colleglate crowd, Then agaln,
maybe we're asking too much. After
all, it's only rock'n’rell.

Let It at lcast be said that Hoodoo
Gurus has a very Inconsistent album
on its hands,

~ Larry O'Connor

COME SEE
COME SKA
— Gangster Fun

What is ska? Belween sizzling and
skald, there Is ska [n Webster's book.

Gangster Fun is one bat band that
plays ska.

For those of you unfamilar with
Gangster Fun and its music, the
band has been around for more than
two years forming from a group of
{ricnds at Oaktand University. The
group's hallmark has always been an
entertalning and engaging perform-
ance, leaving you to beg for more (§
know, having sat through a couple of
encores at the Hamtramck Pub).

So now comes the tricky part,
trylng te transfer that eaergy to vi
nyl. For the most part, Gangster Fun
succeeds on “Come Sce Come Ska.”
‘This album is something of a rough
sketch of what Gangsier Fun s ca-
pable of onstage.

One role the LP does fulfill is pro-
viding a delightful intreduction to

, which is often referred to as
monster muslc.

Really, the sound is rather
stralght-forward. The beat Is fast,
using reggae and calypso styles. The
sound is Just right to put your best
dancing foot forward.

Stripped down keyboards are
layered with a harn of plenty, Includ-

ing trumbone and cornet, Vocal.s are
shouted above the dance rhythms.

Without a doubt, this i3 the albutn
you throw on when the party breaks
up into subcommittees discussing
Nivtzche. This wall wake them up.

11 this is woly ska. then Gangster
Fun certutnly can do it with the best,

‘I'wo songs on this independent re-
lease stand out, “0-S00” and “In-
former.” “0-S00" is a faverite slm-
ply because of the silly lyrics. The
number is nol about a woman named
Sue but rather about the Sault Ste.
Marie locks. “Informner” flips the
switch because it has all the hooks
and it’s aggressive,

Credit for that goes to John Bunk-
ley, whose driving lead vocals really
set the tone for this album.

Until then, however, sit down with
this album and get to know Gangater
n. This seven-mian oulllt has an

offer you cannot refuse.
Larvy G'Connor

GARDEN CITY
— John Tesh

Best-kpown as the guy who occu-
pies the seat aexi to Mary Hart on
“Entertainment Tonight,” Tesh is
also a keyboardist and composer of
New Age and jazz-oriented luncs,

The big local question is whether
Gatden City (Cypress) makes refer-
ence o a cerlaln western Wayne

County suburb. Nope. It's Garden
City, New Jersey.

Still, “Garden City,” the tille song,
Is a pleasant enough piece.

As a body of work, however,
Tesh's music is the aural equivalent
ot his co-host's personality — perky
and cheerful ~ even when, as on

“Shock,” he reaches for something
decper

Tcsh ‘s chief muslcal fame has
come through the television theme
mustc for the Tour de France bley-
cle endurance race. And up-tempo,
macho themes appear to be his
strongest suit.

“Shock,” "Bastilie Day” and “Des-
tination Paris,” the latter
baps insplred by the race, clearly fit
under this beading,

Dewltt. who delivers ber vocal i the
styic of a somowhat

Olivis  Newton-John,
Brother Michael McDonald leads a

-

Ex-Doobie -

background vocals, though,
hudbdncﬂvemwlhhrn!ylunn
the mix.
A reprise of 'Buulle n.y'n the
album's conclusl
mrm,nlm't.muu:ms.wn

is a variation oo the song that;
precedes It
m'-mmmm—m

nota background
nluumnlm-tﬂp.mlmmnlﬁ, -
he shouldn't give

the day - orfa



