Students don T-shirts
in war against drugs

By Casay Hans
siaff writer
DIFFERENT kind of peer
Ercsurc was in vogue Fri-
ay.

Instead of belng pushed
‘to use drugs, students In Farming-
ton-area schools were pressurlng
fricnds to don whlte T-shirts with a
red “say yes {o life, say no to drugs”
emblem.

Friday was Anli-Drug T-Shirt Day
In the schools, with 13,000 T-shirts
provided to students and staff mem-
bers through Farmington Families
in Action, which recelved donatlons
of $30,000 for the project. The two
citles, businesses, clvic groups, indi-
viduals and community organlza-
tions all donated.

“I THINK it's really good — it’s
one way fo say we care,” said Jen-
nlfer Kahn, a freshman at North
Farmington High School.

It took a while for shirts were

Still others were carried from class
to class. By lunch time, about half
the school wore them -~ one way or
another.

NORTH SOPHOMORE Nicole
Theodore sald she was the enly one
In her first-hour class wearing the T-
shirt. She was concerned with what
she belleved was slow progress.

“It's growing,"” she sald, looking at.
classmates at lunch. “I went to first
hour and people weren't wearing
their shirts. Pecple sald Ia ugly,
They're weren't even worrled about
the drugs,

“If they say that about the shirts,
how are they going to handle
drugs?

BUT THERE was obvlous Inter-
est. Students such as Laura Levine,
who missed flrst hour, stopped Into
the front office to get thelr shirts,

North principal Don Cowan said
the school’s football team is planning
2 day next week when they'll wear
their shirts.

. ribbon for Red Ribbon Week Oct. 22.
28, when it's hoped studenta will
wear ribbons and put them on thelr
Homecoming floats Oct. 28, The red
ribbons popplng up around town are
another reminder of the *'no drugs”
message.

AT EAST Middle School, T-shirt-
clad princlpal William Martin sur-
veyed the halls and classrooms with
pride. "We've had a good response
from the kids,” he sald.

Martin and the rest of the East
staff had gotten Into the spirit, with
many people color-coordinating
thelr outfits to the red and while
shirts.

Eighth graders at East, one of
four Farmington.-area middle
schools, had mlxed reactlons to the
shirts, though they all wore them.
“it's good that the community is
spending money on it,” said Alex
Dzyngel. “It’s a good idea,” Lamar
Jones agreed,

But student Jayson Mlller dld not
belleve the shirt effort would help

slipped on In the traditional manner,
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North Farmington freshman Russ Milne (center) makes a fash-
ion statement with his “anti-drug” T-shirt and tic Friday. Also
pictured are junior Mark Zemnickas {left) and seniors Jenny

Weh and Andi McCann.

The school wlli also consider hav-
or wrapped around heads or waists.  ing a T-shirt day during Homecom-
Some were hidden under sweaters.  [ng week. School clubs are cutting

the overall drug problem. “People
(hat use drugs aren’t golng to look at
a shirt and change," he sald, T don’t
think it’s going to change much.”

Martin sald students wonld be en-
couraged to wear the shirts agaln
each Friday in October,

AT GILL Elementary, students
were lining up to sign a large school-
wide board, pledging to be drug-free.
Assemblies with anti<irug video
messages were held through the
morning in the media center, Farm-
ington Hilts pollee were expected to
bave another assembly in the after-
noon. .

Even somc lesson plans were
based on the antl-drug theme, sald
Beth Balllie, resource room teacher.

Before signing their names on the
pledge board, Evelyn Kaplan's sce.
ond graders composed some poetry,
which they wore on headbands, Sald
cne: “Be smart like me, be drug
free”

October is Substance Abuse
Awareness Month in Farmington
and Farmington Hills as well as na-
tienally. Several local events are
planned to help fight drug and alco-
hol abuse and misuse.

Hills eyes road impact fee,
wants highway fund OK’d

By Susan Buck
statf writae

‘Traffic in Farmington Hills Is the price the clty pays
for growth in the community and nelghboring areas,

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi belicves developers should
pay a road tmpact fee to local communitics to cover the
cost of road improvements needed to handle increased
traffic.

No requirement now exists for developers to contrib-
ule any money, “Traffle is a universal concern In Farm-
ington Hllls, Vagnozz| said,

Only new developments could be targeted, said Steve
Brock, assistant to Clty Manager William Costlck.

Farmington Hills is about 85 percent developed.

Vagnozz! is calllng for a councll resolution calling for
state leglslative support.

Also, Vagnozzi wants the councll to call on the federal
government to unirecze the highway trust fund so it can
once again be used for its intended purpose: construe-
tion and Improvement of roads.

He's asking that the resolution — on thls week's coun-
cll agenda - If approved, be sent to US. William
Broomficld, R-Birmingham, Gov. James Blanchard,
state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, and state
Rep, Jan Dalan, R-Farmington Hills.

FARMINGTON HILLS' growth has outstripped the
clty's ability to keep pace with traffic and road needs
because of tnadequate funding, Vagnozzi sald.

The city has sought and obtaincd state and county
funds that are carmarked for road improvements, Vog-
nozzl sald, adding that taxpayers have demonstrated
concern by sepporting a $7-million bond Lssue for road
Improvements.

. Developer road impact {ees seem to be at a stalemate

Dispatcher
pact OK’d

The clty of Farmington has

with its public safely dispalchers
unlon, which ropresents six em-
ployees,

right now, following defeat of a bitl sponsored by state
Rep. Maxine Berman, D-South!leld, in 1987,

The state House voted against enabling leglslation
that would have given counties with high economle
growth the power to levy impact fees on developers of
commercial, Indusirial and apartment projects. The
vote was 63-34. .

Pressure from home bullders, politics and Inck of en-
thuslasm from the governor's office seemed to be the
reasons why.

Among those opposlng the blll were the Michigan As-
soclaticn of Horebuilders and many residential real es-
tate flrma. They sald Impact fees would add 1-2 percent
to the price of a bouse.

Groups backing the bill included the Michigan Munie-
Ipal League and many commercial-industrial develop-
ers,

IN AN earller Interviesr with the Observer, John
Grubba, Oakland County Road Commlssion managlng
director and a propanent of the idea, said a similar bill
had to be introduced six Umes in South Carolina.

Two years ago, Farmington Hills asslstant city mana-
ger David Call, with representatives from Troy, South-
field and the Oakland County Road Commission, among
others, served on a committee to study the tmpact fee
Issuc. “We all have our own ordinances and require-
ments,” Call sald.

There was a feeling by some committee members
that some developers would say, " ‘Fine, I won't build in
your clty,’ If there was a requirement to pay a fee,

“It takes enabllng legislation at the state level,” Call

safd,

It's Call's oplnion that dlIferent formulas could be im-
posed according to factors like density, size and type of
development.

Non-union hiring
sparks picketing

reached a new three-year contract| o0 yod from Page 1

tha bld. Trustee Jack Inch, who bad
volced concern about non-union bid

present when the board voted In

awards earller this year, was not"

Wage Increases for dlspatchers
with at least four ycars of employ-
ment wllt increase by 4 pereent the
first two years, and 5 percent bn the
contracl's (hird year. Starting
wage increaso wiil average about
3.5 percent each year.

Other contract changes include
language revisions, Increased unl:
form cleaning allowance, in-
creased optical beaefils, & new sys-
. Jtem of requesting time off, and es-
: hment of a pew p

evaluation system.

The conlract was approved by
the union membership in Scptem-
har and was ratified by the ety
counci! Oct. 2.

McCARTHY AND Smith, a Red-
ford firm

handllng the project, 1a keeping a 24-
hour survelllance on the site, on 11
Mile, just cast of Halsted, Nutter
sald,

“1 think [Us unfortunate, but It's
something that's certainly legal”
sald Susan Renncls, ‘schoo! board;
trustes and one of two members to*
vote agalnst the Long Mechanlcal’
bid becauss of thonon-unlon status,

The majority of the board ultl

mately sclected the low bidder, she
said. :

midJune.

IN HIS statement s3 outgolng
. board president tn June, Jack Cotton
. had suggested the board address the
' ren-union contractor issus.

The board decided earlier tn the.

* year to consider each contract on its
" own Inerit, not to formulats an avers

- all polley lavolving the nhon-onion .

contracts. The icsuo bas not been rov
considered,

: Several union contractors spoke at
& June echool board meeting, volcing

Board mmembar Melea Siiehasy . Ol dispicasura with soveral s

also voted agalnst the awarding of

* unlon awards,

East Middle School eighth grader Jenni Rande
was onc of many students wearing her “say no
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to drugs™ T-shirt Friday. About 13,000 students

and staff in Farmington-area schools were giv-
en the shirts.

Gill Elementary kin-
dergarteners  Peter
Knepley and Lauren
D’'Agostino add their
names to a school-
wide pledge to be
drug-free.  Gill olso
held several assem-
blies Friday, and did
writing  projects
around the anti-drug
theme.

MEN'S SHOE
SHOWING

Meat a master
shoamaker for
Johston & Murphy
Friday, October 13

t pm, to 8 pm.
Rochester

Saturday, October 14
11 am, to 4 pm,
Birmingham
Domenich DiMeola,
overseer of handmade
JEM shoes and
crafter of shoes for
American presidents,
will show you haw
it's done. You'll

aiso maet Jim Cola
who'll present the entire
JEM collection

for your selection,
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