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{he state police inspect all public
anl_private bus flects, giving the dis-
tejets overall rating of excellent,
good, falr or poor, Schembri sald,

;Districts are only glven a day or
two notice before Inspection. Red

g3 mean a serfous problem that
could include defective brakes, tires,
sigeting systems, faulty lighting as
wglhas either exhaust or fuel leaks.

Bus safety an
everyday item

with schools

[§

O&E _Monday, Octobar 8, 1988

Yellow tags are usunlly an acsthetle
problem with the bus, Schembri sald.

IN FARMINGTON'S CASE, some
of the problems during last year’s in-
spection Included burned-out
flashers and, dashboard lights, a
brake chamber problem and adjust-
ment to steering pressure. The most
serious problem took half an hour to
{ix, Terry sald. State inspectors have

Despite last year's increase In violations on Farming-
tén school buses, bus garage supervisor Malen Terry
shid bls crew and bus drivers Inspect buses daily for
problems — and handle them immediately.

wTerry and his, people also developed and custom in-
stalled spectal mirrors last spriog, now on nearly every
bus, to glve drivers better visidility,

1The drivers were complalning about visibillty,” Ter-
ry said, “It made their job a lot easler and it made me
hippy too.”

vDrivers use dally check lists when inspecting thelr
blises, Including: a visuat vehlcle check, Interior and ex-
terlor bus check, safety equipment, passenger compart-
ment detalls and a vehicle operation check, These forms
are turned in dally and help the department's flve tech-
njcians monitor bastc safety.

1“We try and fix the small things before they become
big things,” Terry said. “Anything that looks serious, we
jdrk the keys right out.”

Routine maintenance is also done regularly. Oll is
changed on buses every 4,000 miles and they are lubri-
chited cvery 2,000,

““WE'VE COME a long way,” Terry sald, recalling
days when the district dldn't have any spare buses, and
miechanies had lo repalr them along the side of the read.

The Farmington fleet currently has 96 buses total,
and 16 spares.

1The district regularly purchases nlne new buses each
yéar, retiring the oldest ones in the fleet, accordlng to
Beverly Hausman, who manages transpottation opera-
tipns and purchasing. Thot was not done last year, be-
chuse of the Increased rovtes generated by the addition
of the Highmeadow Common Campus program, she

&

never had to relurn on a different
day to re-Inspect a bus, ho added.

Schembrl came to Farmington
this year to discuss the most recent
figures with Terry, because of the
dlstrict's concern with the Increased
number of red tags. Schembrl aaid
offictals had “a few complaints
about our inspection process,” but
that the declsion was made not to
revise the Inspectlon report,

“I'm not saylng there wasa't any
intentlon of making any changes,” he
sald. “We declded not to make any. 1
guess it didn't turn out the way they
wanted it to."

Districts across the stale are al-
ready undergoing the 3l-category,
179-item bus safety inspection by the
Mlchigan State Pollce for the 1989-
90 school year. It takes the better
part of & school year to inspect and
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Malen Terry, supervisor of the Farmington Public Schools bus garage, adjusts
a mirror on one of the district’s fleet of 98 buses. Terry and his employeces
custom-designed the mirrors for cach bus last spring, ofter drivers com-
plained of vision problems while driving.
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re-lnspeet all public and private
schoo] buses. Farmlington's fleet Is
considered large.

THE CLARENCEVILLE School
Distrlct was rated “poor,” the lowest

uarter of buses had safety violations

In Farmington’s case,
some of the problems
during last year's

"

rating, and Walled Lake Ci
ed Schoals, which Includes northwest
Farmlngton Hills, was among 28
Milchigan schoo! dlstricts recognlzed
for outstanding bus maintenance.

During the past school year, no
Walled Lake busea were tagged. The
distriet won a “most Improved” cita-
tion for upgrading overall mainte-
nance of its school bus fleets over
the past year.

burned-out flashers,
dashboard lighls, a
brake chamber
problem and
adjustment to sleering
pressure.
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DR. SHERRY ACCETTURA,
D.C.,PC..

32065 Grand River (West of Orchard Lake)

Farmington

A471-6886

Please, if you suffer from symptoms suchas:

+ Headaches

+ PMS

+ Depression

+ Low Back
& LegPain

» Sport Injuries
+ Numbness

« Inconlinency

« Digestion Disorders

« Bedwelling (children)
+ Constipalion/Diarthea
« Low Enetgy

+ VWarkmans Comp

Don't Suffer Needlessly!!

Comelnand Let's
Convenient Hours

Take Care Of It.

Accepting New Patients

Cancer Myth #4

"Cancer is contagious."

Some people believe you can “catch® cancer from another

persgn. It's not rue.  Cancer is n
spread trom person to person by si
in any other way.
from cancer. Call us.

ot contagious and cannot be
neezing, coughing. kissing or

Find out what you can do to protect yourself
We can help you get the facts.

Free.

1-800-4-CANCER

The Cancer Information Service
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M.Th.F 9:30-9.00 « T.W.Sa 9:30-5:30

474-6900 J
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IMPressions

URSERY AND DAY SCHOOLS
Visit our OPEN HOUSES and .
learn how we offer your child
a unique learning experience!

Thursday, October 12
4150 & 4160 Middlebelt
(Btwn. Long Lk. and Lonse Plne Rds.)
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

1-6 year olds

Tuesday, October 17  Wednesday, October 18
5760 Drake 5700 Drake
(% mile north of Maple) (%2 mile north of Maple)
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
2 & 3yearolds 4-6 year olds

For further Information call:

661-3630 or canl (313) KID-CARE

92:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

ITEMS FOR YOUR HOME:

«Comforters  «qpill €nd and
*Bedspreads Unclaimed ;
*Wallpaper Gustom Draperics
«Custom Blinds *Vertical Blind»s
Toss Pillows *Shower Curtains
+Placemats _"Both Towels
«Ready filade* Bath Rocessories
sMuok fllore

SHINGLES LIFT WATER POCKET
AND ICE FORMS
BETWEEN THEM

YOUR ROOF
FROM
LEAKING

NOW!'S7
—FALL DIS
ALUMINUM SI
25%

35%

« Seamless Gutters
« Replacement Windows
« Storm Windows & Doors

# We Have The Solution . . .
ICE SHIELD

- Installed Free With Roof -

r IR

VINYL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS

instaliation Before
November 30, 1989

VALUE UP TO

, 35000

COUNTS—
DING & TRIN
OFF

OFF

» Aluminum Awnings & Canopies
« Steel Doors
* (nsurance Work

ASK ABOUT OUR CONDITIONAL GUARANTEE
IN WRITING T0 ASSURE SATISFACTION

McGLINCH

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SCNS CO.

"Ona of Michigan's Old(zn Companios"
22400 W, WARREN
WESTSIDE: 278-2777 or 278-7787 « EASYSIDE: 776-8012




