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MOVING PICTURES

James {(John
Travolta) is the
most exciting
babysitter
Mikey (Jason
Schaller) could

imagine in
“Look Who's
Talking.”

VIDEO VIEWING

‘Talking:” Cute but not credible

When Mollic (Kristle Alley), the
CPA, gels pregnant by Albert
(George Scgal), the ncurotic en-
treprencur, she needs to find a father
for her baby, Mtkey (a whole bunch
of kid actors — Jason Schaller,
Jaryd Waterhouse, Jacob Halnes and
Christopher Aydon plus stunt double,
Mlhaly “Michu" Meszaros and plain
double Amanda Blasko).

Schalter has most of Mikey's
screen time and thereln lies one slg-
nificant problem In “Look Who's
Talking" {C+, PG-13, 97 minuates).
Mlkey's suppose to a a year old, and
there’s no way that Schaller is clusc
— he's 3if aday.

‘The entlre sequence with the four
child actors — plus two doubles —
representing Mlkey froin birth to
one year is unclear and simply
doesn't ring true. It's symptomatlc
of u stralned, gimmicky film with
questlonable continuity.

Mollie thinks Albert Is going to di-
voree his wife and marry her, but it
turns out that Albert ls going
through another phase. He's carrylng
on with his interlor designer, Mellssa

(Joy Boushel), while Mollie ls carry-

Ing his chlld.

THAT ALBERT and Mcllssa
should be found in hot embrace in
the shop where Mollle and her frlend
Rona (Twlnk Caplan) are shopplng
stralns one's credulity.

But It does keep the plot limplng
along as Mollle s now on her own
because Albert s moving In with
Mellssa, Just about then, Mollle goes
into labor and a rather
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Grading the movies

guy, James (John Travolta), pulls up
in his cab to drive her (o the hospltal,

James winds up as Molile's baby-
sitter, and you can pretty much flg-
ure out what happens from there on,
There's quite a blt of funny stulf, but

Top marks - sure o please

A | Close behind - excellent

¥

Still ia running for top honors

Pretty good siul, nol perfect

on the wholc It's simple-minded and
obvious, Mollic has a Harold Lloyd
hanging from the clock nightmare
when the doctor notes that her bio-
toglcal elock Is ticking.

The adult volce-overs speaking
mature ideas representing babies is
clever but quickly gets old. Bruce
Willls 15 Mikey's voice. There also
are cameos — Olympia Dukakis as
Millie’s mother, Rosle, and Abe Vi-
goda as James® grandfather.

Put it alt together and It adds up
to very litile. are the

B {Cood
Good but notable deflciencles

Jusl g cul above sverage

C [Mediocro

Not 80 hot and slipping fast

The very best of the poor stult

D |Poot

1t doesn'l gat much worse

By Dan Gresnberg
spaclal writer

Two major matlon pictures debut
thls week on video cassette — “Law-
rence of Arabla” (1962, restored ver
slon, 1989, 218 mioutes, PG, color)}
and “A World Apart™ (1988, 315 min.
utes, PG, colar).

Winner of seven Oscars, Includlng
the academy's best piclure citation,
the original “Lawrence” was cut by
35 minutes. Amidst much publiclty it
was restored for a natlonwide tour,
which (ncluded Detrolt's Fox The-
atre carlier this year. On Oct. 19,
that restored verslon Is avallable on
vldeo for home viewing.

The all-star east, headed by Peler
Q'Toole and Alee Guiness, includes
Omar Shariff, Anthony Quinn, Jose
Ferrer and Claude Ratns. It's priced
at $29.95 and wlll available for rent-
al as well. Although a copy was not
recefved for this review, it will be
Interesting to sce just how David
Lean’s magnlficent wide-screen eple
looks on a small TV at home.

1t's an interesting colncldence that
Medla Home Entertainment is
releasing “A World Apart™ on video
Just enc week after the premlere of
“A Dry White Season.”

Both are polgnant stories that ef-
fectively personallze the traglcally
large, but often abstract, casualty
lists when black demonstrations are
repressed by the South Afrfcan gov-
crnment.

“'A WORLD Apart” chronicles Di-
ana Roih's (Barbara Hershey) fight
against South African apartheld poli-
cles in 1963 just after the 90-Day De-
tention Act became law. That legls-
latlon altowed Imprisonment for

such a period without charges belng
{iled. It had been enacted in response
to black aspirations and the rising
strength of the African National
Cengress.

By 1963, ANC teader Nelson Man-
della was already in jall but others
contlnued the struggle — and the
South African government respond-
ed brutally. Dlana Roth was a jour-
nallst for the Rand Daily Mall — the
same paper Susan Saranden works
for in “A Dry White Season.” Roth
had seen great Injustlce through her
work and had become an active par-
tlclpant In ANC activities.

sed on a truc story of the first
woman imprisoncd under the 90-day
act (Ruth First), “A World Apart” re-
lates the sad, dlvislve impact such
pollcles have on famliy life. Confllct-
Ing dutles tear at the family struc-
ture - Is onc responsible only to lm-
medlate kin or must one also answer
to the agony of strangers?

The story largely develops
through the reactlons of Roth's 13-
year-old daughter, Molly (Jodhi
May), who must contend with a par-
centless home after her mother Is im-
prisoned and her father, Gus (Jeroen
Krabbe), flees to avald jail on trea-
son charges as a communist,

NATURALLY, IN the repressive
world of apartheld, anyene who ad-
vocates frecdom and equallty is part
of the world-wide

that everyone Is responsible for the
entire community, But those lessons
are learned with conslderable paln
and bliterness as she mes an
outcast at school and is shunned by
her best fricnd, all this while feeling
abandoned by her parents.

At the same tme her mother, Dla-

music s thrown In whenever
the plot falters. Still and all, lots of
people will watk out of the theater
saylng, "That was cute.”

“BREAKING IN" (R) features
Burt Reynolds as Ernie, an older
professlonal safe-cracker whose
young protege, Mlke (Casey
does it for kicks. It's a

na, [n solitary reallzes
she had gone too far In political ac-
tivitles and actlvlsm, so far that she
Ignored her chlldren and put all her
cnergles In the political cause, She is
In solltary for refusing to cooperate
with the offleial Investigation of
ANC actlvities.

Diana and Molly mature In thelr
roles as mother and daughter vnited
in their love for one another, in thelr
regard for family and in their fight
for freedom and equallty, That con-
vergenee of individuals and causes [s
atouchlng moment.

EVERYONE CAN empathize with
such moments no malter what one’s
level of polltical awareness may be.,
In that moment of true emotlon as
mother and daughter reconclle, we
all realize the importance of famlly
in the broadest scnse, the famlly of
home and the family of man.

The fact that the script, acting,
photography and muslc arc all excel-
lent reinforce the [mpact of this
polgnant personal statement about

menace.

Molly remalns at home with her
grandmother (Yvonne Bryceland)
and the housckeeper, Elsie (Linda
Mvusi), whose brother, Salomon {Al-
bec Lesatho), is a leading political
activist,

Slowly and painfully, Molly learns

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

“A World Apart"” is also another
very worthwhile statement about the
South Alrican government's tragl-
cally brutal and grossly Indecent
policies. Each such statement helps
mold a public oplnicn that eventual-
ly will climinate the ugllness of
apartheid.

‘Vera’ uncovers Soviet life

By John Monaghan
speclal writer

Soviet films aren't ordinarily
knawn for their subtlety, sense of hu-
mor or frankness.

“Little Vera® Is no ordinary film.
Playlng for a sccond weckend at the
Detroit Film Theatre, this may be
the screen’s most intimate glimpse
Into Sovlet life.

Vera (Natalya Negoda), a high
school graduate, is constantly hound-
ed by her parents about her wild llfe-
style and a college acceptance that
never comes. She hangs out late
nights with her girlfrlend Lena.

“Litile Vera” beglns as a film
abput alicnated youth — comrades
without a cause. In a startling early
scéne, an  outdoor rock-and-roll
dance ls surrcunded by potlee In riot
gear and with German shepherds.

VERA MEETS Scrgel (Andrei
Sokelov) in the impending violence
and immediately falls for him. After

announcing their marriage plans,
Sergei moves in with Vera's family
and the movie starts to look like a
Soviet “Allin the Family."”

But the film grows darker. Sergel
treats her parents like dirt.

When he asks Vera why her par-
ents arc so dumb, she says, “They're
the only ones I've gor.”* She starts
making strides toward adulthood
while he grows more and more
bored.

Natalya Negoda slzzles in her un-
glamorous but scxy role. Heavily
made up and dressed in the same red
striped shirt for much of the film,
she has few optlons in or out of her
dead-end Industrial town, Aside from
rock-and-roli, Sergei is the only thing
that hasn't bored her to tears.

Vera's parents, meanwhlle, are
tired, hard working and completely
at a loss in dealing with a teenaged
daughter, The father gets into whiny
drunken fits, The mother yells from
the kitchen where she spends count-

SCREEN SCENE

less homs canning and plckling
{rults and vegetables,

“Little Vera" shows us plenty
about 1lfe in the Soviet Union, espe-
clally about cramped llving eondi-
tlons and family tenslon. Director
Vasily Plchul can never get his cam-
era far enough away. Things are al-
ways close up and claustrophoble In
the tiny apartment.

THE LANDSCAPE outside isn't
much better. The entire town seems
to be built on piles of rusted parts
and scrap. The beach is all gravel
and jagged iron poles. At one polnt,
Vera crouches beneath the sheil of a
beached World War I submarine.,

“Llttle Vera” won best film and
best actress awards at the Chlcago
Film Festlval and has been viewed
by more than 60 millien Soviets,

Although its conflicts are never
{ully resolved, it asks for acceptance
and co-exlstence in a world that Is
much too small,

CENTER FOR JAPANESE STUDIES,
Lorch Hall, 909 Monroe, Ann Arbor, Call
764-6307 far information. (Free}

"My lLove Has Been Buming” (annn

— 1949), 7 p.m. Ocl. 20, With “Miss Oyu™
(Japan — 1951) at 8:45 p.m. Two {iims by
Ken]l Mlsoguchl as part of the contlaulng
serles of rare Japanese {llms.

CINEMA GUILD, Lorch liall, 909 Mon.
roe, Ann Arbor, Call 994-0027 for Infor-
matlon. {$2.50 single, §3.50 double fea-
ture)

“Summer Interlude” (Sweden — 1950),
7 and 10:20 p.m. Oct. 20 in ern Lt
guages Bullding Auditorlum 3, An early
{llm by Ingmar Bergman recounts the
Joys and tragedies of a ballerina’s first
love, With "A Lesson in Love" {Sweden —
1954) at 8:40 p.m. only, about a married
nbulemclnn who bas an affalr with one of
his patle:

“The errll‘e of Maria Braun” (Ger-
many — 1078), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Oct. 21 [n
Modern Language Bultding Audiiorium 4.
Hanna Schygulta plays a destitute sol-
dler’s widow who amasses a vast emplre
after the war, Direcled with great melo-

dramatlc flourishes by Ralner Wemer
Fassbinder.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detrolt
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave.

. Detrelt. Cal) 832-2720 for informatlon.
(3]

$3)

“Little Vera™ (USSR — 1988) Oct, 20-
21 {cal) for show tlmes). This gritty and
compelling look at life in an Industrlal
town has been the most controversial and
exclting Sovict litm since glasnost.

HENRY FORD CENTENNJAL LI.
BRARY, 18301 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
Call 94323300 for Informatlon. (Free)

“The Great Gatsby" (USA —~ 1974), 7

p.m. Oct. 16. F-Iwul, If singularly unln.
lplmd, filming of the F. Scott Fltzgerald
novel. Robert Redford and Mla Farrow
star, but it’s Bruce Dern and Karen Black
who shine In supporting roles. Francis
Ford Coppola wrole (he screenplay,

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415 Sev-
en Mile, Livonia. Call 478-1166 for infor-
matlon. {Free)

“Les Glels” (USA — 1957), 10 a.m. Oct.

N

17. In between musical numbers, 30/

and-dance man Gene Kelly falls for cl:l\
of the three gorgeous women in his act,
With Mitz} Gaynor. As part of the mall's
monthlong tribute to American musleals.

MICHIGAN TIIEATRB. 18301 E. LIb-

erty, Ann Arbor. For information, call
£89-8397. ($4 regnlnr and $3.2% atudents
and senior cltizens)

“Who Framed Roger Rabbit” (USA —

1988), $ p.m. Oct. 22. Anlmatlon and live
actlon mix In last year's box offlce
smash.
“Varlety” (Germany — 1923), 7 p.m.
Oct. 22. A classlc of ellen! German Ex-
pressionlsm, about an aglog trapeze art.
Ist (Eml] Jeanings) who falls for a young
Eypsy 1o whom he teaches hls eraft. DI~
rected by E.A. DuPont.

“Blue Velvet" (USA — 1908), %:13 p.m.
Ocl. 22. Arguably the best film of the
1980s, this dark, dark film by David
Lynch explores the underside of llfe In
smalltown USA. Dennls Mopper In the
role of a llfetime as the paychotic Frank
Booth,

slightly different kind of stary, a
comedy about a couple bad guys who
aren't all that bad, just on the wrong
slde of the law.

“The Fabelous Baker Boys” (R)
stars the fabulous Bridges boys,
Beau and Jeft, as cocktail lounge pi-
ano-playing brothers. Their act takes
off when they hire a beautiful young
singer, Michelle Pleiffer, to work
with them.

Finally this week, “Halloween 5"
(R). It's a blt early for trick or treat,
20 Tate it somewhere between 4 and

STILL PLAYING:
“The Abyss™ (D-}{PG-13) 135 minutes,
Despite excellent underwater

F | Teuly awlul

Z | Reserved for the bad

»  |Noadvanced screentag

sequences, this muddled and murky sle-fi

3¢ 3aga sin

"Batman"” lC+J (l’G 13) 120 minutes.
Michael Kraton Is a dud in the title

role, but Jack Nicholsen’s Joker is terrif-

le.

“Black Rain™ (D-) (R} 120 minutes.

Unpleasant, trite detective slory stars
Michael Douglas

*“Cookle™ (C+)(R) 90 minutes.

A couple of confusing storics run to-
gether as mobster Peter Falk trics to
reconcile with daughter, Cookle (Emily
Lloyd) while scamming mob and 4

“Dead Poets Soclery” {A+) (PG) 124
minutes.

Robln Willlams' sensltive portrait of a
fine teacher Is complemented by excel-
tent young actors as hls studenls.

“A Dry White Scason” (A+) (R) 100
minutes.

‘The worst of Soulh Alrlcan apartheid
and the best of human sacrifice for
bratherhood in thls excellent story of one

" ARE THESE 4’//%’
FROH WRIF CRAZY )
N, 08 WHATIZ

man coming to grips wilh government
tereor.

“Honey, 1 Shruok tbe Kidi" (B4 ) (PG)
105 minules.

1's fun, but 1t aln't easy to be smalt

*In Country” /% +){i) 110 minutes,

Often poignant, somelimes maudiin
story of 2 young grl searchlng for an im-
a;.nul her fathes, a casualty in Vietnam.

ndlaba Joaes and the Last Crusade”

i) )u’G-u) 120 minutes.

Good entertainment, but enough al-

ady.
An togoceat Man™ (B-) (R) 50 minutes.
Tom Selleck 35 unjustly mprisoned and
must come lo uups wilh the viclous peni-
tentiary work
“Jokany llﬂndmme" (F) (1) 50 min.
ules.
An ugly movie that proves criminals
are Incapable of reforming.
“Kickboxer” (") (R)

Vengeance and rescue are la ordec as

an American kickboxer lravels to Thai.
tand
“Lethat Weapon 11" (65 ) (R) 115 min.
Les.

Glover and Gibson do 1t again in high,
albert violent, style.

“Nightmare on Elm Street V" (R},

Freddie's back.

“Parenthood” (A-) (R) £20 minutes.

Large, talented cast In complex bul en-
tertalnlng story about a famlly that in-
cludes Jason Robards, Steve Martin, Tom
Hulce, Martha
Wiest, among olhers.

“Relentless” (*) (R).

Plhimplon and Diane

Judd Nelson, Habert Loggia, Leo Rossi

and Meg Foster in story of driven young
man who becomes a killer,
“Ramere” (A} (1'G-13; 105 minutes.
Disturbing and frightening but pirovoc-
ative story of £1 Satvadoran Archbishop

Oscar Romero and the events leading to
his assassination Superd peeformance by -

Raul Julia intitle rale,

"Sea of Love™ (C) (R) 110 minutes.

Al Pacino as a burped-out detective
adds nothing to the chiche nor does a very
weak seripl.

“Sex, Lles, and Videotape™ (R},
E

y with James Spad
hirley Vatenline™ lA * ) (1) 130 min.

el
utes.

ment aboul human worth.
"Turoer & Hooch™ (D) (PG) 95 minutes.

yones talking about s romaniic

Superd, comic, rumantic, lovely stale-

Man and slobbery dog bonding agalnst
background of confused ~ and confusing -

— murder investigation.

“Weckend at Berpies™ (O (PG+13).

A one-joke film abuul conniving boss uf
Insurance company

*When Harry Met Sally™ (A +) {R) 90
munutes,

Fine camic, romantic slory of an un-
Iixely couple — Rilly Crysta) and Mcg
Hyan — and well directed by Bob Reiner.

Mys?

Emday;ﬁmhwa‘“

Listen for the Maximum Wage Rocker at the
fop of the hour, Hear that adist In the hour
and Just be caller No. 25 at 298-6360.

Ono winnet por housahald. No syndicots or 1alk show winners, Monq emount
of iho fop ol tho hour Liston o W for dorads | 0o ©/1nounead




