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Answers

to stupid
‘questions

By Karl Nilason
spoclal writor

In honor of Naticnal Stupld Ques-
tlon Week, I am interrupting our
regular serles on self-hardening clay
to answer those burning questlons
from readers. How they caught flre
1s another story altogether.,

Q. I'm trylng to orgasltze my clo-
sets, Aoy point ln banging oo to my

* o)d fiogernall cllppings?

A. Don’t toss that collectlon yet.
They're uscful In the manufacturing
of artiflclal anlmal hooves. It used to
be that when a prize show horse split
a nall hls carcer was ruined, Now,
thanks to new “press-on fashion
hooves,” the judges never know the
difference.

Q. Why dld “Blg Band"” mausic fad
awny?

A.In the days before music videos,
+top swing bands relled on unusual
thyming names to promote audlence
recognltion. The most popular of
‘these catchy montkers was *
Brown and His Band of Renown."”

Brown’s overnight success
spawned a host of imltaters like
“Conrad Rust and Hls Band of Dis-
gust" and “Reginald Pitts and His
Band of Twits.” Soon, all the good
names were used up, bringing the
Blg Band era to an untimely end.

With the advent of televiston In the
carly *50s, the Blg Band sound enjoy-
ed a bricf resurgence — this time
.with the Latln flavor of Ricky Ricar-
do.

Q. Where did the game of baskes-
- ball get the nickname round ball?
+ 7 A. Surpisingly, It was not derived
* from the spherical shape of today's
: famlllar orange ball. Instead, it was
+ a reference to geogeaphical location
- as In the phrase, “that's what we
? play 'round here.”!
< In actual fact, the origlnal game
" wasn't played with a ball at all, buta
“cinder block. Since dribbling was
~more difflcult, this early game em-
\ phasized passing and shooting. The
~$witch to a rubber ball oceurred dur-
<Ing the great cement shortage of

922

Q. Any ldeas why the Detroit
‘Tigery’ performance was so dismal?
% A.I'm tired of people blaming the
“Tigers for something that wasn't
~helr fault. My rescarch department
as uncovered threc reasons why
=Detroit lost more than 100 games
- dnis scason:
<3 1. Poor hitting — Hidden cameras
evealed the Tiger bat boys were
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handing the bats to the players up-
side down., Rnowlng this, can our
sluggers really be blamed for using
the wrong end of the bat?

2. Poor (flelding — Most reports
concentrated on the fans falling
asleep In the stands, but my investl-
gatlon revealed narcolepsy In the
outfleld, too. This outbreak of fre-
quent and uncontrollable sleep may
cxplain why fiy balls kept bouncing
of! our fielders’ chests,

3. Poor pltchlng — The problem
hete was a communlcation break-
down between coaching and pitche
Ing. What the pitchers thought was
batting practlee was actually the
first five (nalngs. Once they discov-
cred the game had already started,
thelr performance usually improved.

Q. What will be the movie box-off-
ice blockhuster of the 1990s?

Delinltely a sequel. I predict Sly
Stallone wlll bounce back with the
ultimate drawlng card, “Rambo
Versus Rocky.” Taking a cue {from
the old “Patty Duke Show," Staltone
wlll play both starring roles — the
trigger happy veteran and the aging
boxer, confronting each other In the
fight of the century.

This time the epic battle won't
take place In a steaming jungle,
sweltering desert or Las Vegas box-
ing ring. It happens Ip a vegetarian
restaurant.

Q. Any more bot movle plcks?

My votc goes (o “Cocoon IL” a
sequel with a nostalgle twist. This
time around dircctor Ron Howard
goes in front of the cameras to star
In this unusual tribute te his own ca-
TeeT.

When the extra-terrestrials return
for one final undersea pod, they get
an unexpected surprlse. Instead of
an alien e force, out pops Aunt

Bea.

When she Is {ully revived from her
suspended anlmation, Mayberry's
best cook peels off her rubbery face
mask to reveal she is secretly Bar-
ney Flfe, wha then puils off his face
to reveal he is actually Sherlff Andy,
who rips off his face to reveal he ls
Floyd the barber, who removes his
face 10 reveal he is really and truly
Ople Taylor, space traveler.

Sveverex

‘| Holida y
delight

Ornamentrix is a Christmas
decoratlon you'll ireasure
year after year, it's sym-
metrically designed to re-
flect lights off colorful balls,
croating an aura of its own.
Four-tiered, it's avallable in
solld or cofor comblnations
— silver, gold, green, red or
blue — for $24.95 plus $4
shipping and handling from
Ornamentrix, P.O. Box 238,
Bloomfield Hills 48013, or by
calling 647-8370.
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A honey
=

mam ol
of aii idea
Haltoween isn't the only
time children love to play
dress-up. Loretta Lorion in
Bloomfield Plaza has a com-
plete line of dress-up attire
that will provide hours of
play time fun for your child.
There’s the little honey bee
and prima ballerina cos-
tumes, priced at $22 and
$34, as well as an astronaut,
clown, cowboy, bride, fairy
princess and rhinestone
cowgirl,

Dear Barbara,

1 have difficulty slecping at nlght.
1 bath bave difficulty falling asleep
and staylng asleep, Then during the
day, I am often tired and cannot stop
myself from napping.

The doctor bas prescribed sleeplog
plils, but they make me feel groggy
and from wkat I have read, can pos-
slbly be dangcrous, I am in my late
40¢ and bave had this problem for
ahout five years.

. Steepless bn Livonia

Dear Sleepless,

Your problem is common. One-
third of the American adult popula-
ion complains of insomnia and 7-8
percent take some kind of sleep
medication,

To dlagnose and solve this prob-
lem, you must use many approaches.
It you haven't alrcady had ore, a
complete physical is a beglaning. H
no cause can be determined from
this, then you nced to go to a sleep
disorder clinic, such as the ones that
they have at Henry Ford Hospital or
the Unlversity of Michlgan Hospital.

At these labs, your sleep will be

monltored, resulting in a greater
chance for appropriate treatment
which could be medleal, psychologl-
cal, behavloral or all three.

Untll then, some slmple things to
think about are the amount of
caffelne you are consuming and the
regularity of your partlcular cycle.
It has been found that people sleep
better and are mere alert when they
arc aware of and maintain the same
sleep-wake times. However, as I
have sald, nothing can substitute for
detailed monltoring at a sleep disor-
der clinic.

Dear Barbara,

Until recently, I enjoyed a close

wlth my

They are two girls ages 4 and 7. My
daughter divarced ber husband when
the youogest child was only onc. I
bave helped ber sinee that time by
caring for the girls while she
worked. .

Now she Is plannlog oo remarry-
Ing. This man {a o beast. Il¢ dislikes
me and wants to control my daugh-
ter. 1 belleve my daughter wants to
marry bim for {inzoclal reasons. Ile
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Phil Glebe gels ready to turn on the propane burners that will
heat the air inside his hot air balloon and cause it to rise.

Is qulte well of f.

My daughter no longer wants me
to sec my granddaughters. In fact,
she will not take my calls. Some-
times I drive by the bouse just to get
a glimpse of them. I know they must
miss me, to0.

Is there anythiog I can do? Do I
kave any rights? I am o widow and
thls is my only chlid and grandcbll-
dren.

Lonely in Novi

Dear Lonely,

Yes, you have rights. There have
been laws since the 1970s, which al-
Jow grandparents to inittate legal
action when, because of divorce or
death, thelr relationship with thelr
grandchildren has been terminated
without cause.

A group called the Grandparents
Rights Organizatlan is trylng to have
further legistation passed that would
expand those rights. Call the organi-
zation at 646:7177 and they will
counsel you on finding competent le-
gal representatlon.

I wish you luck.

Barbara

Sieepiessness is common problem

Barbara Schiff

If you have a question or com-
ment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained counselor and experi-
enced therapist, send it to Street
Se 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150.

X means victory
for Phil Glebe

Continued from Page 1

Every weekend, {from February 10
November, Glebe Is in a different
city to do the same task. Prize mon-
ey for a race can be as high as
$10,000.

The circuit is grueling, the
rewards plenty, He travels east,
west, north and south in pursuit of
champlonship points during the race
season.

SOMETIMES RACING points are
the last thing on Glebe's mind. Like,
for Instance, the time he went over
Lake Michigan from West Bend,
Wis., to Lansing. The flight reached
an altitude of 10,000 fect in subzero
temperatures.

Then there was hls time in the sun,
when he nearly landed In the Gulf of
Mexico, The flight originated cut of
Naples, Fla, with winds blowing
east to west.

As he flew over woods, swamps
and condominiums, Glebe began to
took for an opening to Jand the craft.

“That hole never developed.” he
said.

All of 3 sudden he was staring at a
vast blue body of water. He began to
fet air out of the balloon. The basket
skimmed along the top of some of
palm trees, slowing down the craft.

The basket hit the beach, dumping
Glebe out onto the sand. The canvas
balloon landed in the occan.

LUCK WOULD seem to play o
part. But with 13 years experience
as a licensed balloon pilot, skill had
a say in Glebe avoiding danger.

Benmiller resort reflects past

Contlnued from Pago 1

but In those days it was a busy indus-
trial center full of looms, saws, mill
stones and other ingenicus devices
that served the settlers.

Benmiller had its own water pow-
eor, so Gledhill's Woolen Mill and
Plrimmer’s Grist Mill stayed alive
through World War 11, but by 1972 it
was a ghost tewn.

IT WOULD probably still be a
ghost town if a man called Ivy, nos-
talgle for the woolen blankets of his
youth, had not driven this way whlle
on a vacation In Grand Bend. There
were the old mlll buildings, tucked
Into the trees near two Huron County
roads, wlith nothlng but the road to
let a traveler know that he was In
the 20th century, approaching the
21st.

It took a lot of restoratlon and re-
bufiding, but the Woolen Mill opened
as the Benmiller Inn In 1974 and the
grist mlll became The River Mill in
1976, By 1979, two wings had been
added to the private home of former
mill owner Vern Gledhill, a third-
generatton Benmlller weaver. They
arc all part of the Benmiller Inn to-
day.

1f you decide to stay at the Ben-
milter Inn, the hardest part is {Ind-
Ing It. There I8 one small sign where
County Road 1 turns off Highway 8
Just cast of Goderleh.

1f you ask directlons In Goderlch,
they will send you In the back way —
“Follow Highway 21 across the
bridge, take a sharp right, go
through Salttord, turn right when the
road ahead turns to gravel and you'll
see the red brick church on one slde
of the road and a small green sign
for the village of Benmlller on the
other.”

Don't go too fast or you'll miss the
right turn onto County Read 1 and
the gabled rooftops of the Inn white
whlzzing puat In n blur of trees.

You check In at the Woolen Mill,
with its bar, dining room and guest
rooms, Old hands like to stay there
because the rooms arc in a slightly

rustic sctting, but many prefer larg-
er rooms and suites a few hundred
yards downstream in Gledhill House
or the River Mill,

IF YOU STAY downstream, you
drive away from the registration
bullding with a cluich of keys — one
to get you through the door of your
building and into your room, one for
the River MIIl, where you can use
the big indoor swimming pool, and
two small keys for the mini bar and
a second bar [ull of videocassettes in
your room.

All the rooms, except those In the
Weolen Mill, have a sink and relrig.
crator tucked away behlnd doors,
with an electric kettle and toaster,
as well as the (ixings for a continen.
tal breakfast In the refrigerator.

A sulte in Gledhill House Is likely
to be twe big rooms wlth a king-sized
bed in one, and the televislon, fire-
place, couches and other accoutre-
ments of a living room in the other,
All have small balconles so you can
sit and watch the river,

1f you stay across the road at the
River Mill, your thlrd-floor reom has
a big deck overlooking the river; the
fourth-ftoor has a regular room, with
a smaller deck, for Jess money.

1If you insist on belng busy, walk
up the gravel road to the tennis
courts at the top of the hill in season,
take a blke and ride through the
changing autumn leaves. You can
swim in the Olymple-sized pool, or
use the sauna, Indoor jogging track
and table tennls facllitics at the Riv-
er Mill.

IF YOU ARE allergle to that kind
of exerclse, walk around, with may-
be one stop at the store, coffee shop
and general store that are 1he sum of
downlown Benmiller — It's the only
shopplng place for miles except for
the gift shop at the Inn.

Nonc of this i3 for the budget-con-
sclous. Rates are from $125 for a
smaller room Lo $225 for a sulte, in-
cluding contlnental breakiast, plus
flve percent provincial tax. (Those
prices are in Canadlan dollars. Re-
member that $100 in U.S. money

Glebe tralns balloon pilots as
awner and aperator of Renalssance
Batloons. In order to receive a li-
cense, a person must pass a Federal
Aviation Admlnistration written ex-
amination, and obtain 10 hours of
fllght time with one hour as a solo
run, passing a flight test with an
FAA cxaminer and a health certifl-
cate.

Those wete the requirements for
Glebe. Then what was a hobby grew
bigger than that.

“I WAS always fasclnated with
balloons all my life,” said Glebe, a
graduate of Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity. “I Just fell in love with it.”

So much so, he gave up his 11-year
Jab in sales 10 devote his {uli time to
the spert, which Is grown to more
than 700 pllots registered with the
National Balloon Raclng Associatlon
based in Statesville, N.C.

Balloons cost between $8.000 to
$15,000 to build, though costs are
easily offset with sponsorship.

“The sport is a natural for ad-
vertisement,” Glebe said. “What you
are is a 70-foot bittboard.”

GLEBE 18 only Interested In one
sign on race day — the onc marked
withan "X

A typlcal race involves a lead ba)-
loon, the hare, belng released. The
lcad balloon travels for 30 minutes
and marks off a spot. The hound bal-
loons are then released, dropping
two-ounce sand-filled bags as close
to the “X" as possible,

The competing hot alr balloons
are launched two miles from the fes-
tlval site and vle for the spot. Once
there, they release sand-filled bags
that are decorated with brightly col-

buys $118 Canadian,) ored streamers.
Ask about special packages. If you
can travel mid-week, 0 a

“Racing adds another dimension

Christmas and some popular snowy
days jn February, your room costs
§100 Canadian a night.

Tu get there, take 1-94 to Port
Huron. Cross the Bluewater Bridge
and follow Highway 402 to Highway
21 North tbhrough Grand Bend to
Goderich. Take Highway 8 East four
miles 1o Huron Road 1 and turn left
1t miles to Benmiller. The village
is an any Ontario map, just east of
Goderich. (Note: There are no gas
stations in Benmiller.)

Call toll-frec (800) 265-1711 or
write the Benmiller Inn, RR#d,
Goderich, Ont. N7A 3Y1.

o sport already,”
Glebe said. “Number one, it sharp-
ens your flying skills."”

Even Glebe can relax a bit and ap-
preciate the beauty that ballooning
has to offer. In a flight aver Plym-
outh and through Novi, he lowers the
balloon above a pond in a field.

“1f you leok belaw,” he said, peer-
ing over the edge, “you can see a re-
flectlon of the balloon.”

The image of the massive red bal-
loon perfectly mirrared in the body
of water Is met with a smlling pilot.
The finish line could wait.

Conler.
WHEN: Friday, Octobor 20th
8:00 pm.

WHERE: The Paloce

Tickolmasior locatlon.

The Pistons and
the Knicks are
donafing themselves

fo science.

Waich the world-champion Pistons.
1ake on the New York Knicks Ina
benelit game for the Detrolt Sclence

TICKET PRICES: $7.50, $15.00, $17.50
and §25.00,

$200.00 tickels avail-
ablo loy courtsido
seals Including after-
glow receplion.

Get your licke!s at The Palace or any

THE DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER
A great place to discover, 577-8400




