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They’re making a |

& .n Delisi not only is music
director at WDET-FM, the De-
trolt arca's public radio sta-
tion, she slso does a Friday
evenlng show, “New Re-
leases in Review.”

SHERI
DONOVAN
-WLLZ

By Loralne McClish
siaff writer

HERI DONOVAN grew up in
Farmington Hills and after a
[ , long circultous rouie to find
2 career, is now back In that

tuwn working at WLLZ.

“| was a sccretary, a waltress, a
bartender {(after graduation from
Farmington High School),” she said.
“One summer [ mowed lawns for a
Jandscaper just so I conld gel a tan.
it took a while for me to reallze I
was golng to have to zero In on
something deflnite.”

The something she zeroed In on
was classes at Specs Howard School
of Broadcast Arts where she got on-
the-job, en-the-air tralning dolng
State Police nows and some weather
reports for AAA's Ieycle Network,

“T got my flrst job while I was
with the Teycle Network reporting to
other radio stations, just talking to
those people. That job was news di-
rector for a small market area In
Traverse City becauso-at the time
that was what I thought I wanted to
do,” she said.

Her first job as a DJ was with
WWCK In Flint, where she was able
to choose the muslc she would play
{for her own alr shift and where she
declded she would stick with the mu-
sle end of the hroadcast business.

At WLLZ she turned from DJ to

alr personality. .
. *I see new music coming in every
day,” she sald. “I read the trade
magazines, 1 talk about the musie
and the artists; that's the job. But I
don't choese the music I play, Every-
thing Is so tied up with rallngs we
need someone else to dlrect our mas-
ter plan here and keep us all on the
samo track.”

A GOOD PART of Donovan’s fob
as an air personality is making pub-
llc appearances and self-promotion.

I- “Pm always learning and every
* day T llke my Job better,” sho sald, “1
- keep learning about mysell because
“jt's important to let mysell come
through. That's the diffcrence be-
+ tween a DJ and an alr persopality.

“1 have to be myself and cxpress

in a male domain

ANN
DELISI
WDET

By Loralne McClish
staff writer

DET RADIO bas been
producer of the Mon-
treux Detrolt Jazz Fes-
tival broadcast for all

of its 10 years, Ann Delisi refers to
the 1989 event and her part In it as
her “initlation festlval”

It was another bit of on-the-job-
tralning for Dellsi who started work-
ing in the station as a volunteer
while she was a student at Wayne
State University and just recently
toak the title of music director.

“[ was a music student at Wayne

ving

with no clear cut ldeas of what 1
wanted to do," she satd. “I never had
a class in broadcasting or theater. 1
never wanted to be a periormer —
maybe a composer. All I knew for
sure was that I loved music more
than anything clsc and wanted to be
around it, wanted to be a part of it.

“We're all music people here, Ev-
cryone of us who work here Is a mu-
sie lover.”

What kind of muslc makes no dif-
ference.

“We're an eclectic station, a varie-
ty station,” she sald. "We give any-
thing a chance. That's part of the
freedom of Publlc Radio — a free-
dom no commercial station has. We
get anywhere from 25 to 150 new re-
Ieases a week and we've alred peo-
ple no one else will air."

And, according to Dellsi, WDET
has been “good for newcomers.”

“WE HELP THEM whenever we

can and we know we sell thelr
records,” she sajd. “It's been won-
derfui to hear some of the music
{hat's come In from some of the Afrl-
can cultures. It's about time for
that.”

Dellsl was born and raised in De-
trolt and stlll Jives there. Her musi-
cal Instrument is the piano, but there
Is not a Tot of time for that. As music
director, she oversees all the music
programs on the air and has to be
prepared to sit In as substitute for
any host who isn't there for any rea-
son.

She also has to prepare for her
own Friday night shlft and orches-
ttate all co-sponsorships of any man-
ner WDET takes on.

She also spends a good part of her
day llstening to new releases and s
active In the scif-promotlon that any
publle radio station must do. As a re-
sult, she ls determined to start com-
puterlzing the music libeary.

“J still spend a lot of time in this
room,” she said of the music library.
“Musle librarian was my first full-

Prime time
princesses
of air waves

aopstv

time job at the station. We've got
30,000 titles here and it Is very safe
(o say that It's the largest record li-
brary in the city.”

She took that job slx years ago.
She cased into asslstant music direc-
tor, then the music director positlon
without worry about sex discrimina-
tion,

“The majority of the management
positlons here are held by women,”
she said. “I never felt discriminated
agalnst, but I am well aware that
discrimination exists in the Indus.

DELISI IS a blg advocate of llve
music.

"It was the llve clement that made
radio radio and we should be pre-
serving that clement,” she said.
“We've got a state of the art sound
stage here and we'll be getting more
live acts to play la it.

Dellsi has an audience of about
170,000 people she talks to 7-10 p.m.
Friday nights at 1019 on the FM
dlal.

“I fove this job," she said. “I am
grateful to be here everyday I walk
through these doors.”

ROBIN SULLIVAN - WMUZ

By Lorralne McClish
staff writer

OBIN SULLIVAN gat her job
at WMUZ by answering an

ad placed In what she

called an "obscure publica-
tlon™ while she was worklng “in an
obscure statlon™ In Rhode Istand.

At the time the station had a max-
imum of two hours of music pro-
grammed for the day and Sulllvan
was selling ads and cleaning the
bathrooma in between her short stint
on the air.

“WMUZ was looking for someone
who was bright, plthy, energetic, (un,
able to communieate onc-on-one and
able to communicate their love of
God," the Farmlngton Hills resident
sald. “That was pe. The ad was de-
scribing me.”

She was the first woman DJ to be
hired by an all-Christlan statlon in
Detrolt.

She went Into the job, “under a lit-
Ale blt of pressure from some of the
hard-core conservatlves but deter-
mined just to be me,” she satd.

“J knew I couldn’t be all things to
all people,” she sald. *] wasn't Miss
Glamour and ! wasn't Mlss Intelll-
genee, but I could do all things
through Christ who strengthened me.

“1 a

RANDY

Sherl Donovan went from doing State Police news and some
weather reports for AAA’s lciclo Network to news director for
o small market ares in Traverse City to a DJ at WWCK in Flint

Ing an on-alr

before

myself In a proper way, but Thave to
think twlce about It and worry about
what people think, 1 have to be more
than just another nice or pleasant
volce on the radlo. And that's a very
good way to tearn about me.”

One of the requirements for her
Job, a_hn said, ls always having to be

“This requires a lot of excltement
on my part and sometimes It takes
time to wind down.” she sald. “But
I'm a night owl. I get to bed at about
4 a.m. A lot better for me thas dolng
the momlng news (n Traverse City
at4am”

A fun part of tho job 1y the many
partles she attends. She told about
betng Invited o Arctha Franklin's

ot WLLZ-FM.

house to narrate a beneflt tashlon
show one morning and doing the job
that evening.

“All the while The Temptations
were singing In her bascment. And I
got paid for belng there,” she said,

On the down side of belng an alr
personallty, Donavan refused to say
what town she llved in “because of
all the erazles out there,”

She's been the reciplent of some
wild sounding and off-beat letters
and phone calls.

“IT'S A NUTTY part of this job
. . .and very scary,” she said,

Donovan said she has never felt
any sexual discrimination against
her personally alnce she entered the
broadcast business in 1982,

g very ear-
1y on and in many ways I'm like a
big slster, They {the callers) ask for
wdvive and § shaie JEsis.
more than sharing a recipe. There'
no theatee in this. I communicate
onc-cn-ane just being me."

YOU'LL FIND her show, “The
Praisc Company,” ot 1025 on the
FM dlal 37 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 2-6 p.m. Satgrday, Coll-
ins come through on “The Pralse
Line.”

Sullivan grew up In parochial
schools In Rhode Istand and studied
theater In cotlege where she “be-
came a crazy woman,” she sald.

The wild llfe continued all the
while she was ridding herself of her
New England zccent, living 1n Now
York pursulng a career In theal
and up untl] the timo she accepted
Jesus Into her life.

That was about 12 years ago,

[ packed up and went back to

Rhode Island to work In my Irish fa-
thet's pizza place . . . humbled,” she
sald. “I didn't know what I was golng
1o do, except I wanted to tell others
about Jesus — even if 1 had to wear
a sandwich board to do It.”

For Sullivan, gettlng a job at a lit-
tle radlo station with an audience of
about 500 secmed to be a good start,
especially “for somebody whose
quallficatlons were a big mouth and
alove of Jesus.

“Born again means fresh start,”
she sald. *I found I had a purpose. [
found there was more to 1lfe than I
thought there was and I was able to
convey all that enthusiasm.

“1 stlll can do It. I'm on the air
four hours a day, slx days a week

Robin Sullivan of Farmington hills has found her niche os an -
on-air personatity, working a drive-time shift at WMUZ — 1035 |
i .

and I never have a script. Never. 1
Just share my life experiences.”

ANOTHER THING Sulllvan is
sharing these days s her knowledge
of theater.

She's directing two one act plays
produced by Trinlty House Theatre
In Livenia. “An Evening of One
Acts” is scheduled for weekends Oct.
20-Dec. 2.

Sullivan, who said she's not good
at sltting sti), §s very actlve in “Op-
cratlon Rescue,” sometimes known
as “Rescucrs of the Unborn.”

“I'm their cheerleader,” she sald.
*1 get the singing golng and lead the
prayers for the unborn and their
mothers.”
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