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Getting with Gear:
comfortable country

By Joan Boram
speclal wrlter

O YOU cver look around
your llving room in de-
spalr at the frayed sofa

garnished with dog halr,
the hand-me-down overstuffed chair
the cat uses as a scratchling post, the
coffee table ringed by years of kaf-
fee-klatsches?

De you sometimes wonder if your
complete collectlon of Bob-Lo snow-
balls are genulne collectables or just
Xitsch? Just push the stack of shelter
magazlnes aslde, sit down and relax,
Chances are you quallfy as “coun-
try." Dom't think “frumpy,” think
“patina."”

And while youre at it, think of
Raymond Waites,” the jovial deco-
rating_wizard credited with belng
the “Father of Amerlcan Country.”
According to Waites, the mark of
decorator’s skili Is to make a room*
look lived in from day one. Scuff
marks on the dining room chairs put
you ahead of the game. Be proud of
that philodendron in the stenciled
colfee can.

FOR SEVERAL YEARS, Waltes
was happy and successful living In
Helsinki wheve he was director of
design for Marimekko. (If you don't
recall Marimekko, think geometric
Laura Ashley.)

“But there comes a day when the
most Important thing in the world is
a Dlet Coke and a hamburger, and
then it's time to come home,” claims
the ebulllent Waltes.

And, In a nutshell, that's how
Waites became the “Father of Amer-
Ican Country.”

Speaking at the Michigan Deslgn
Center’s gala preview party recent-
ly, Waites traced his deslga philoso-
phy from Southern Victorian to
pared-down intcrnatlonal to country
comfortable.

“Right after coming back to the
states, I bought a qullt and a plece of
pine furniture, and I did o complete
deslgn turnabout. My wife and 1 be-
gan to haunt country falrs and pine
began pushing plastic out the door.”

“We had been brought up,” he con-
tinued, " in the Southern Victorlan
traditlon — our familles had loads of
heavy, ornate table silver, white
damask tablecloths, ctc,, that was
used once or twice year.”

Soon alter his “conversion,”
Waites met Bettye Martin, and to-
gether they declded to take her
$5,000 and bls talent, and start a
company to design and produce good
Ametican design. Thus, in 1978,
Gear Inc., was launched,

*MY PERSONAL TASTE led to

may professlonal life,” he said.

About that tme, Waltes and Mary
Emmerling wrate a book deserlbing
was happening In deslgn. “American
Country,” still ia print, made them
the afficlal parents of the American
Country movement.

Gear Inc. was an immedlate suc-
cess. “The time was right — some-
thing was bubbllng in the country,”
sald Waites, “You can't make any-
thing happen If the cultpre isn't
ready. There was a resurgence of
looking at our design heritage. May-
be It was a delayed result of the bi-
centennial.”

Waltes passed oul some adviee at
his appearance in the Burger gal-
lery. He urges the speclal use (to
you) of pieces as the foundation of a
room. Just don’t use too many col-
ors.

“COLOR ALLOWS YOU to mix
styles and perlods,” he explalned. By
using a limlted color palctte, it all
flows together, For example, honey
pine furnlture has a yellow tone. If
you mix it with off-white and gray
blue, you can change the attitude of
the room with very littte moncy.
Learn to bultd color and accessorles.

“For a seasonal look in the sum-
mer, add yellow striped plllows and
daffodils. Mums, a tablecloth and
swags over the windows, all in rich
rush red, wlll carry the room into
autumn.”

Waltes is predicting that country
will assume a more opulent, almost
baroque, look.

WAITES HAS USED the same
core colors in successive fabric col-
Jections to assure continuity. “Stone
blue,” for instance, has been around
for clght years, In varlous patterns.

“] use my own taste as a barom-
eter,” sald Waites, “Eight years ago,
I designed a romantlc chintz collec-
tlon. Everybody predicted that it
would never sell. It was our most
popular collection, it's still selling
well”

When asked to deflne country,
Waites described an encounter In a
Flnnish farmhouse: “Once, 1 was
traveling in Flnland 200 mlles above
the Arctic Circle. We stopped at a
farm house, and there was an old
woman weaving rugs from old
clothes — and plastic shopping bags!
The rugs were wonderful, They were
smuch more durable than an ordinary
rag rug because of the plastic. She
has creating a traditional item in a

1 way, using ditl
al material.

“That's the true spirit of country.
There are no rules.”

{organizing
Dorothy
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RANDY BORST/slalt pholographer

Some of the owners of Bay View Condominiums in Grand
Marais look over plans for a similar development by Bloom-
field Hills residents Ira and Barbara Green in St Ignace at a
recent get-together at the home of Ron (left) and Mary Benish

of Farmington. Green (third from left) explains the design to
Marjorie Coxford o! Canton, Ross and Laura Norberry (right) :
of Sauthfield, while Barbara Green looks on from the back-
ground.

Spotlighting right-brainers

Last week’s column described the
attributes of people who are left
brain dominant and how that affects
thelr organtzational abllities. Right
braln thinking wlll be discussed to-

ny.

Whlle everyenc switches back and
forth between the two hemispheres
of the brain, about 10 percent of peo-
ple depend almost entlrely on the
right side.

People who think predomlinantly
with their right brain might be char-
acterized as artists, or creative peo-
ple. They tend to think In metaphors,
Images, spatlal concepts and intul-
tive teaps of Insight. They are con-
cerned with the immediate experl-

ence of patterns, moods, feellngs and -

atmosphere, Right brain people tend
to be Insplratlonal, attuned to music,
movement and touch. They can be
Inner direcled (unconcerned with
ather's opinions), mpracileal, spen-
tanceus, lacking In disclpline, irra-
tlonal, hotlstic and sensval. They are
non-sequenttal, (as in not tlme ori-
ented) and often drag their heels and
runlote,

“Right Brainers” acqulre thelr in-
formation kincsthetically (through
touch and feelings) and process it in
feellngs-action-thought order. That
Is, they experience a feeling, act
upon it and only then conslder the
consequences. They often  want
things Right Now! These people are
good at looking at a whole concept,
while Ignoring the detalls, When
asked to describo a room, for in.
stance, they might say It Is “bright,
l\;sy, spacious and makes me feel
good.*

\

Right bratn activitles include
making love, dancing, impulse buy-
ing and avereating. Because they are
not conscious of detalls or objects
and tend to think horlzontally, they
may leave things laylng around,
save things and allow lons to
become disorganized. Thelr homes
may have a "lived in” look.

Although right braln people may
be impractical, they may also be ex-
tremely talented In ways left braln
dominance would never allow. If
they have jobs that demand left
braln thinking, they may revert to
right braln domlnance even more
dramattcally at home.

"“The Odd Couple Syndrome — Re-
solving the Neat/Sloppy Dilemma,”
a book by Selwyn Mllls, Ph.D. and
Max Weisser, ACSW, polnts out that
opposites attract and Ilfe can be dif-
ficult when two opposites live or
work together. The aften amusing
book states that when Neat and Slop-
py meet, “sloppy prevalls.” Accept-
ance of the other person’s traits Is a
key to harmeny. Also, anyone can

By Marlo McGoo
stalt wrltor

RA and Barbara Green's
commitment te Michigan's
Upper Penlnsula has paid
off In ways they didn’t ex-

pect.

They've managed to make
some money on a condominium
project soeme of their friends
thought was crazy. But more
rewarding has been the knowl-
edge that they were promoting
the beauty of Michigan's upper
peninsula as an affordable recre-
ational retreat,

it's also resulted in a new “ex-
tended" family — made up of the
15 or so families who bought units
In the waterfront condomintums
the Greens buill last year at
Grand Marais, on the shores of
Lake Superior.

An announcement of the devel-
opment came vla a feature story
in the Obscrver & Eccentrle in
July 1988, The story noted that
the Greens, both from Bloomfield
Hills, were fans of the Upper Pen-

insula — particularly the Grand
Marais area.

WHAT THE STORY didn't talk
about was the skepticlsm of
frlends when the Greens declded
to replace rental cabins with con-
dominiums on land they owned.

But Ira Green, who owns a den-
tal lab In Troy, said he could un-
derstand their feclings. After al),
he sald, he wasn't a “builder” in
the constructlon sense of the
word. But he also knew that what
he Jacked in expertise, he made
up in enthustasm for Michigan's
upper reglons.

Underscoring that enthustasm
was a commitment to preserve
the beauty and integrity of the re-
pion, To make sure he didn't com-
promise either, he sought advlee
from others who felt as he did.
High on his list was the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

He was most familiar with
Grand Marals because he and
Barbara had vacatloned there for
many years. In fact, he had
camped in the area as a youth,

Love of north country bonds condo owners

THE PROJECT WAS 2 labor of
love, 50 to speak —~ a bellef that,
It given the chance, others would
probably come to Jove the arca,
100,

Almost from the announcement
of the development, the reponse
was overwhelming, Green sald.

“Not only did all 18 units sell
almost immedtately, but a major-
ity of the pcople were from this
area,” said Green.

The result Is a strong associa-
tion that has become “almost llke
a family.”

The comraderie is so strong
that the group often gets togther
“down here” long alter summer
ends for what the group technl-
cally calls “association mcet-
ings.” Plymouth, for Instance, is a
favorite meeting place - probably
because the assoclation treasurer
and her husband live in Canton.

ANOTIIER UNEXPECTED
benefit came from a fricndshlp
Green formed with one of the as-
soclation members who happens

10 own a markel research firm,
The two men oftecn commuted
{rom the Bloomficld area to
Grand Marals on weckends.

“In fact, we have gotten to be
such good fricnds, that he has
helped me make dectslons about
our mext project,” said Green |
with a grin.

©h yes, therc’s another project
on the drawlng board.

‘The Greens are in the midst of

developing a similar waterfrent
development — this one in St. Ig-
nace.
“It will be basically the same
disign as the development in
Grand Marais, but the units will
be slightly larger.” sald Green.
One- and two-bedroom unlts will
be offered tn a price range of
$65,000-$75,000.

The Greens — llke 2 lot of
other folks In the state including
Governor James Blanchard —
happen to believe that St. Ignace
is the gateway to the north. The
Greens see their latest venture as
a way 10 oil the hinges a bit.

offers the ultimate in elegant fiving, including
sunzoom  State of the art 2h-hous manacd s
ot pool, sauna, whitdpool and exercise roum » Sucial tuom * Garage with storage lockee
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q n exclusive privace community nestled among mature trees, winding steea

learn to use both brain
but it ls more difficult for a predom-
inantly one-slded peron,

Author Mllls emphasized to me
that brain domlnance is “beyond val-
ue judgment” and should never be
construed as "'right” or “wrong,” but
mercly dlfferent, Thia is only an out-
line sketch of thelr book,

which can be obtained by sending
$14.95 (plus $1.50 postage) check or
money order to Jamelson Publishlng
Co,, 90 Schenck Ave., Suite 114,
Great Neck, NY 11021,
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