This is the second in ¢ serics of
articles looking at Oakland Coun-
ty's program for managing solid
waste, a plan for which county of-
Jicials are prepared 1o spend $470
million.

By Pat Murphy
staif writer

1n terms of volume, the 2,000-ton-
per-day incinerator to be built In Au-
burn Eills is possibly the most imy-
portant segment of Oakland County's
three-part plan to manage solid
waste,

“Most important™ is a label offi-
s hesitate to use, however, be-
s¢ all three components are cru-
vial in the ambitinus, 20-year plan

The other two parts — the Materi-
als Recovery Facility (the reeyeling
unit known as MRF) and the langfill
(hath to he featured in subsequent
articles of this series) — are equally
imporlant as part of an integrated
plan.

Bul the numbers themselves speak
1 the importance of 1he incineralor,
possibly the Jinchpin of the county's
<olid waste program.

When the incinerater is operation-
al, probably in (he carly 19905, it
will burn enore than half of the 3,677
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The contract {or the county’s pro-
posed  teash-to-energy  Incinerator
triggered some sharp comments —
and an outright threat by the mayor
of Avhuen Hills — before belng

taklng on

ASH

tons of trash generated daily in Oak-
tand County, generallng electrlelty
to be sold to Detroit Edison at a yet-
to-he-determined price.

AS1f FROM THE incincration is
expected 1o be buried In the new
county land[ili.

The trash-to-energy incinerator is
expected 1o generate about 400 mil-
lton kilowatt hours of electricity per
year, or cnough to supply about
40,000 households.

Plans call for the incinerator to be
built on a 3Z-acre tract of land south-
west of Brown and Giddings roads.
The site is contiguous to 52.6 acres
already owned by the county, on
which the animai shelter and other
facilities are located.

The county has an optlon to pur-
chase the 32 acres at the eye-opening
price of $110,000 per acre.

The county hopes to put another
key component of its trash manage-
ment system on 10 of those acres.

That's the $15 million Materials Re-
covery Facility.

While the 3"0000 -per-acre price
may secm sieep, Jack C. Hays, the
county's corporatlon counsel, said it
probably isn't excessive given devel-
opment §n the area and the corre-
sponding increasc [n land values.

THE PROPERTY will be ap-
praised, ays told counly commis-
sioners during their regular meeting
last Thursday. “But appralsals don't
really mean much in that area. it's a
very volatile area. The price of land
varies by the minute.”

The site is within a few miles of
the Palace of Auburn Hills, the Gen-
eral Motors Corp. Orion plant and
the $250 million mall proposed by
the Western Development Corp.

That 220-acre mall, situated be-
tween §-75 and Lake Angelus, Joslyn
and Buldwin roads, is expected to al-
ter traffic palterns and lifestyles as
well as property values.

The price of the land isa't the only
cost that raised eyebrows — and ob-
jections — at Thursday's Board of
Commissioners meeting.

The contract for allowing the in-
cinerator to be located in Auburn
Hills will cost taxpayers about $9.3
sillion, including some $500,000 in
sewer dehts the city owes but that

ig burn

2,000-ton-per-day incinerator tops

Qakland County will forgive.

Under the agreement approved
Thursday, $1 milllon will be paid to
the city when the contract s signed,
it for any rcason the inclnerator is
not bullt, Auburn Hills will have 10
years to repay the money at three
percent Interest.

COQUNTY BOARD chairman Roy
Rewold, R-Rochester, candidly ad-
mits that part of the reasan he thinks
Auburn Hills is an attractive incin-
erator site is the anticipated lack of
opposition.

By selecting the Auburn Hiils lo-
cation, he sald, county officlals can
expect 1o avold extensive litigation
from opponents. Besides belng cost-
1y, such litigation could delay proj-
ects, and time is money.

The contract was negotiated over
several months and extensively re-
viewed at the board's various com-
mittee meetings.

Upon secing the contract's dollar
figures a1 one such meeting, Com-
missicner John E. Olsen, R-Hunting-
ton Woods, shook his head and said,
only halt jokingly, “I don't sce why
other communities™ don’t line up to
get this Incinerator and the contract.

John King, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, chided county commissioners
and Auburn Hills for what he consid-
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off waste plan

ered an overly Jucrative contract.
“It may be legal,” King sald of the

contract. "But it's morally and ethl-

cally wrong wrong wrong to pay that

be ashamed of itself.”

NEXT: A look at MRF, tie
county’s proposed recycling unit,
and how it fits into the solid waste
plan.

kind of moncy. Auburn Hills should
-
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This chart shows how more than half the 3,677 tons of trash

gcncrn(cd daily in Oakland County will be i

cinerated, as indi-

cated in the “cnergy and ash” shaded area.

board OKs trash-to- energy project

overwhelmingly approved by the
Oakland County Board of Commis-
sioners.

The $3.3 million contract, which
was negotiated over severa) months
by officials in Gakland County and
Auburn Hills, calls for a 2,000-ton-
per day incinerator as part of the
county’s long-range plans to manage
toxic waste.

2 other incinerators
burn Oakland trash

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Besides the proposed trash-to-cn-
ergy Incinerator in Auburn Hills,
there are two other inclnerators in
Oakland County.

One s owned by General Motors
atits Truck and Coach plant in PPon-
tiac where it burns waste apd gen-
erates steam energy used within the
facility.

The other is owned by 14 commun-
ities collectively known as the South-
cast Qakland Counly Resource Re-
covery Authority {SOCRRA).

Its " member communities  are
Berkley, Beverly Hills, Birmingham,
Clawson, Hazel Park, Ferndale,
Huntington Woods, Lathrup Village,
Madison Heights, Oak Park, Pleas-
ant Ridge. Royal Oak, Royal Oak
Tewnship and Troy.

Until several months ago, SO-
CRRA was known as SOCIA
(Southeastern Qakland County Incin-
erator Authority).

The new mioniker reflects a
change in the consortium’s overall
goal. Instead of merely burning

start-up date hasnt been deter-
mined, he said.

When the incinerator is back on
line, Watfen said, it will feature
state-of-the art technology.

It will also be converted from an
incinerator to a  600-ton-per-day,
trash-1o-energy facility, he said.

it will continue 1o incinerate com-
munity ~ waste, Waffen explained.
Bul. while burning trash, it will also
generate electricity to be s0ld 10 De-
troit Edison.

Revenues from the sale of elec:
tricity, he said, will help keep fees to
member communities “at a reason-
able fevel.”

INCINERATORS IN the Detroit
area have a checkered history. The
Central Wayne Sanitation Authori-
ty's incinerator in Dearborn Heights
is operating again {at least with two
of its three furnaces) after a six-year
shutdown.

The avthority put $12 mittion into
refitting the faciity to bring its em-
issions into line with state air pollu-
tion standards.

trash from mumber
the consortium is recycling some
trash such as household batteries,
grass clippings and leaves.

UNTIL JULY |1, 1988, the incin-
crator — located on John R, north of
Twelve Mile Road in  Madison
Eleights — had been operating since
1955. Tt cost aboul $16 million 1o
build, according to Thomas G, Waf-
fen, the authorily’s general mana-
ger, and shares its 34-acre site with
a golf course and ball fickds.

The Incinerator was shut down in
1988 after state ajr potlutlon author-
itics ruled its emissions didn’t meet
Michigan's air quality

. Detrait's 24-t
day incincrator is getting started af+
(er considerable haggling and delay,

In 1982, when Oakland County ~
in compliance with Publie Act 641 —
reviewed plans for building incinera-
tors, four others were cnvisioned,
Lut never built. Those plans called
for:

# A 1,200-ton-per-day incinerater
10 be built by the county in Pontiac.

# A 150-ton-per-day facility to be
built in Rochester near the Park
Davis building.

e A 330-ton-per-day inclnerator
near the Ford Motor Company plant
in Wixom.

* A 100

-day facility was

Waffen sald the facllity is under-
going about $50 million worth nl re-

10 be built In Farmington Hills.

Plans for lhn‘_m faclllties were,

fittings to bring It into
with emlssion standards. A tentative
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But when it came up for approval
at last Thursday's regular board
meeting, commissioners voiced con-
cern, saying they didn't fully under-
stand its provislons and obligations.

"1 think we're proceeding too
quickly,” said commissioner Mari-
Iynn E. Gosling, R Hills.

1he unavailability of any appraisal
on the 32 acres on which the incin-
crator would be bullt and the negoti-
ated purchase price.

The county has an option to pur.
chase the property at $110.000 per
acre.

C

"I think we should take time to re-
think™ the contract, she said.

Thomas A. Law, R-West Bloom-
field, said he appreciated the efforts
of County Executive Daniel Murphy,
commission chairman Roy Rewold,
R-Rochester, and others who helped
negotiate the contract,

“BUT WE'RE moving too fast,” he
said. "We could burn taxpayers and
their children for a long, long time. |
{eel like we are sheep being led 10
slaughter.”

Among the specific points to
which commisstonurs objected was

3 balked, saying the
price is excessive, Bug Corporation
Councel Jack C. Hays, who negotiat-
ed the agreement, insisted the price
was reasonable given the price “vo-
latility" of tand values in the area.

“The price of land varies by the
minute,” he said.

By a 12 to 11 vote, commissioners.
postponed a vote on the contract to
allow commissioners more time to
digest its contents.

Tobert W. Grusnick, mayor of Au-
burn Hills, took the floor and chided
commissioners about what he con-
sidered their waffilng.

“We negotiated this contract in

A fresh start.

good faith and our city council
unaminously approved it Grusnick
said. “In view of today’s vote, I'm
going to take it (the contract) back to
the council and recommend with-
drawal.”

DURING A five-minute recess,
Grusnick privately told reporters the
commissioners mdoc.xmn was “po-
litical bulls .

“If they want to solve their waste
problems, we'll help,” the mayor
said. “But we can become NIMBY .

NIMBY, of course, is an acronym
for “Not in my back yard,” an atti-
tude reflected by residents who out-
wardly support a project — like a
prison, incinerator or landfill — but
not in their neighborhoods where
their property values might be
adversely affected.

During the recess, Reweld chatied
with some commissioners who voted

It begins with lhc basics. Clinique basics. Your
optimum way to a cleaner fresher outlook. And now’s

the perict time to finedtune your Clinique routine, o

against approving the contract. ,
He took umbrage, he sald,
Law’s reference to commnlss]
being sheep led to slaughter. !
“H commissioners attended . nll
theit commiltee mectings on time
{and did their homework),” ncwold
said without mentionlng namu,
“they would know what this conlrn:(
contains and lhc) would know(wc
have discussed it at length.” »
Following the recess, commissfons
ers approved the contract by 18
1o 4 vote. Voting agalast it were
Law, Gosling, John E Olsen,” R«
Huntington Woods and Ruel E
McPherson, D-Hazel Park.

After the meeting, Law priva\cly
told reporters he felt Grusnick was
“bluffing” when he threatened to
recommend withdrawal of the con-
tract.

“That’s a sweetheart contract for
Auburn Hills," he said.
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