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Feud over fence turns ugly at council meeting

Bi Casey Hane
staff writor

worked to date. “Wc've done all we can to
try to resolve the problem,” sald Goss, one , that had an argument, we'd have them
of the offlclals who dealt directly with the  (fcnces) all over tawn.”” That's not our pur-
nelghbors. pose.” ’

Publle safety director Frank Lachoff told
the counclt Monday: "It's a nelghborhood
dispute problem. We try to keep the peace.
It's really somcthlng beyond the pubtle safe-
ty department.”

I've never had one of these before,” sald
veteran councllman and Mayor Richard
Tupper, who sald he didn’t think it was the
councll’s place to get involved with such a
nelghborhaoed dispute.

“Granting of a variance Is done because
because of a hardship," Tupper sald. “I per-
sonally don't see a hardship here. I see a civ-

qulst, who was speaking at the front of the
council chamber. The man_ told the clty
counchl he would Involve them In planned lit-
Igation and madc verbal threats agalnst
Blomguist as the Steinbrenner family left
the meeting.

An officer was placed on stand-by in the
rear of the councll chamber, but was not
needed. Pollee are Investigating the Monday
nlght incident to determine whether any
charges will be filed.

Carol Stelnbrenncr sald she was secking
the extra high fence to alleviate a dispule
between the nelghbors that has been going
on for Whe past several months.

“The problems have nat subslded,” she
sald. “We would like a fence for our own
protection.”

Karl Blomquist sald the fence could “pose
a seeurity problem for my wife and daugh-
ter In my absence. This fence would cause a
dark alley.”

I case. If every two nelghbors came In here

Discussion over a nelghborhood fence at a
Farmington City Councll meeting Monday
became ugly, erupting into verbal sparring
and threata of litlgatlon. Pollce were put on
stand-by.

As discusslon heated vp, the council unant-
mously voted to deny a variance that would
have allowed Ron and Carol Steinbrenner to
put a 6-foot fence between them and their
nelghbors on Prospect Street, Karl and
Karen Blomgquist, By law, the Steinbrenners
can install a 4-foot fonce.

A man, who ldenttfied himself only as
Carol Steinbrenncr’s father, got upset during
the discussjon and approached Kar! Blom-

THERE'S ALSO a question nbout where
the property linc runs between the two
nelghbors,

Police have responded to varlous com-
plaints from the Blomgquists over the years,
but only a July 10 fireworks comptlalnt cnd-
cd with a ticket belng Issued to the Stelnbr-
enners. No criminal problems have been
logged, sald deputy publle safety director
Gary Goss.

Police have acted as mediators between
the ncighbors, which apparently has not

State to take new approach with reading tests

CITY ATTORNEY John Donohue advised
the councll that fence variance guldelines
“are based on land use and things peculiar to
the tand — not to the occupants of the land.”
He suggested the nelghbors use other op-
tlons, such as shrubbery or trees, which don't
require permilts. .

A neighbor of the two familles said she did
not object to the fence, if It was what they
both wanted. "' would like to see a getting
along rather than a scparation,” she sald.
“'Putting up fences doesn't solve anything.”

By Sharon Dargay
and Cascy Hans
staif writer

Michlgan is changing how it evalu-
ates youngsters’ reading skills, em-
phasizing more comprchension and
less Isolated grammar skllls.

Facmington school officials say
the district is ready, having pre-
pared staff and students for the
change during the past three years.

But changes (o the reading portion
of the Michlgan Educatlonal Assess-
ment Program tests will mean a
change in how the numbers are [n-
terpreted. This year's MEAP scores
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cannot be compared with these of
years past, afficials sald.

“We have to look at it as a new
starting polnt,” said Carolyn
Mahalek, reading/testing coordlna-
tor for the Farmington district.

“Because the whole definition of
reading has changed, the whole test
is radlcally different than in the
past.

“We're as ready as we can be,”

‘The new reading currlculum is “a
much more comprehenslve way to
teach reading,” school board presi-
dent Helen Prutow sald. “It's a big
Improvemnent, but [t will take tima
to see any results.”

She asked parents and the public
to “be patient.”

THIS YEAR'S state-mandated
MEAP tests offer fourth, seventh
and 10th graders longer and more
challenging tests In readlng. The
same students took math tests simi.
lar to previous years.

Students [n grades five, elght and

11 took the science portion of the
test — another change to this year's
MEAP.

Farmington students took the
MEAP tests in carly October; results
wlil likely be out later this fall and
definitely by January when state.
wide results are announced, Results
will be shared with parents at Janu-
ary parent/teacher conferences,
Mahalek satd.

The district prepared for the
changes by revamping the district's
reading program and changing the
definitlon of reading.

A districtwide School/Community
Forum meeting will focus on
“Changes in the MEAP” 7:30 pm.
Thursday, Nev. 9, in the Farmington
High School auditoriem.

‘The presentation, which wlll focus
on not only readlng but other
changes planned by the state, will be
followed by a questlon-and-answer
sesslon, Mahalak and math/comput-
er coordinator Richard Strausz and

Council hopeful Bates
on police protection

Farmington Hills City Council
candidate Nancy Bates' response to
a question about pollce protection in
an Oct. 12 questionnalre was incom-
plete.

Here Is her {ull response to the
question:

Should the city contioue to add
new police officers to its sworn
force.of 95 to further approach the
desired ratlo of 1.7 officers per 1,000
residents (eity’s current ratio 15 1.3)7

One needs to look beyand an arbi-
trary figure to the community's per-
ception in regard to safety, Is there

clarification

time) nse? Can they walk the
streel ely? Each year, thls nceds
to be re- cvnluaml ns the population
grows and the laber force develops
and requlres services. The survey in-
dicated a 7.94 {out of 10) satlsfaction
with our police depariment. I be-
Ileve we have an excellent podice de-
partment with superlor leadership.

rcs

THE MOST LUXURIOUS FREE SAMPLE IN THE WORLD

YoU A j00%

MAKE ANY REGULAR PRICE CASHMERE PURCHASE DURING OUR GRAND OPENING AND W
CASHMERE V-NECK CARDIGAN ABNOULULIELY FREE.
SWEATER,A$240.00 YALUE, IS AVAILADLE I[N NINE ATTRACTIVE COLORS TO COMPLEMENT ARY
f WARDROBE, OFFER GOGD TIRY OCTOQUER

- SIX MILE &
- WED.

OPEN MON

LIVONIA ~ LAUREL

PARK PLACE
NEWRURGH, E.

& SAT. 9:30-6:00; TIURS.

OF 1:275 — 462-61
& FRL

L GIVE

FHIN LUAUKIOUS TRu-FLY

2I8T.

6,

H:86-9:00

science coordinator Kathy McAdar-
agh will lead the discussion.

BECAUSE OF the total change, a
portion of the old test was also given
to students this fall for comparison
purposes. The old test had 17 reading
paragraph selections,

The new test has only two, more
lengthy selections, Mahalek sald.
One is a narratlve Laken from a sto-
ry book; the other s an Information
selection, such as a chapter from a
textbook.

“The information that jt's yielding
is far more descriptive ln nature,”
Mahalek sald, “It's in a broader

spectrum. They're trying to evaluate
the process. They're not testing con-
tent areas.”
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The new test will take into ac-
count how much students know
about a topic before reading a pas-
sage, how they view themselves as
readers and how much they know
about reading strategy.

THE MEAP changes mean the
tests are taking tenger to adminis-
ter. Instead of one or 1% days, the
tests are now taking four to slx days
including make-up tests.

Critlcism was aimed at the MEAP

program by some Farmington
school board members last year,
who were concerned students were
not taking the testing seriously.

The district has tried to address
that by working with students, teach-
ors and counselors, Mahalck said.

“By and large, it’s met with a se-
rious air,” she sald.

In addition 1o changes in future
math testing, MEAP state officials
also plan new tesis on social studics,
writlng and employability skllls.
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ANTIQUE SILVER EXPERT

Your chance to meet Marvin Feinberg
October 21, 11 to 3 p.m,, Birmingham
The third generation involved
in Michael Feinberg Inc., Marvin is
an authority on antique sterling and
stlverplate. He can answer
your questions about manufacturing
technigues and silversmith guild
hallmarkings...plus discuss
the history of pieces both old and new.
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and American Express?




