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The Sea Monkeys
emerged after an
open-mike night at
the Cross Street
Stalion.

Monkey see, Sea Monkeys do

Area band applies
laiA Al A~ Al
1aiG-0dCK aoproacn

By Larry O’Connor
statt writer

Formed partly through a friend-
ship at a beer store, the Sea Monkeys
are indeed a strange brew,

The lanky guitarist, bandana on
his head, strides in well-past inter-
view time. A pack of Merit clga-
rettes arc presented on the table as
his tardy s)ip.

"Sorry about the late thing." sald
Dan Brooks, pulllng up a chalr.

Polite to a fault, the Sca Monkeys
are a three-man band that seeks nei-
ther to offend or alicnate. Thelr mu-
sic Is cover-oriented wlth a sprink-
ling of originals.

The sound is guitar-driven
rock'n'roll with Brooks carrying a

ry gtin
the sct. He's paired with lead singer
Nick Jones, who approaches the ml-
craphone cautlously like it's a foe to
be conguered.

LIVE

He belts out some Industrial
strength wails.

Then there is the drummer, Doug
Andrews, who we know liftle about.
Andrews arrived just before show-
1ime, having had to attend class that

night.

So here's a little Sea Monkey His-
tory 101,

The band emerged nearly a year
ago, performing at an open mike
night at the Cross Street Statlon In
Yopsilanli. The group originally had
seven members; now there are three.

With a palr of college students and
a former member of the US. Air
Force, who could ask for a more
lively group., Andrews and Jones
grew up together in St. Joseph, Mich.

“THAT'S HERE," said Brooks,
putting up his hand and pointing to
the tower right of his palm.

Thank you for the geography les-

son, The hand of the Andrews and
Jones frlendship went beyond musle.

“Doug’s dad was the pricst who
baptized me,” sald Jones, who was
christened in the Episcopal Church.

Cuntrary v the often hzard advice
of go west, the Jones-Andrews tan-
dem headed east — to Ann Arbor.
Jones managed a beer store where
he met Brooks, who served In the Air
Force after graduating from Ypsi-
lanti High School.

Brooks played guitar; Jones
played bass. The two decided to get
together to make some music.

"It went terrible,” Jones sald. “We
have nothing in common musically.
We stlll don't.”

"I was horrible actually,” added
Brooks later. “Finally, we packed up
and blew it off for a week or two.
Then we got together in a litt}c room
and started writing (his song. There
was about seven of us. Something
clicked."

Clickity click? No, more Jike click.
The band became a regular at the
Cross Strect Statlon, an establish-
ment that Is across the street from
Eastern Michigan University.

THINGS WENT well cnough to

land gigs at Club Heidelberg In Ann
Arbor, Gritl's Grill in Pontiac, and
on this night, at Paycheck’s Lounge
in Hamtramek.

"thn 1 first got on stage, 1 was
" Brocks sald, T guess
like that unknown thing.”

Nervous on this night? No, more
like hyper as the band is about to
open for the Volebeats. The group
stays a steady course of hard rock
favorites from Living Colour and a
handlul of other bands.

Original material was fleeting.
Jones said the group has about 20
songs [n the can, still needing to
“hack™ them out in rehearsal.

One song, “"History,” is showcased.
Lyrically, the number draws the
cquation between American lnvolve-
ment in Vietnam and Nicaragua.
The reggaefied nugget was the first
song the band had written together.

The political bent shoutdn't be sur-
prising, The wordsmith of the band
is a political scicnee/philosophy ma-
jor at EMU.

The Sea Monkeys will perform
on Friday. Nov. 18, at the Cross
Strect Stationin Ypsilanti. For
information, call 485-5050.

IN CONCERT

© MUDHONEY

Mudboney will perform on Monday,
Oct. 23, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. Firat, Ann
Arbor, For laformatlos, call 996-8535,

@ HOORO0O GURUS

Hoodoo Gurus wlll perform oo Mon-
day, Oct. 23, a1 Nectarine Ballroom, Lib-
erly Street, Ann Arbor, For information.
calf 93-MUSIC.

@ JURK MOHKEYS

Junk Monkeys wil) perform on Tues-
day, Oct. 24, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996~
8555,

@ [DYLL ROOMERS

Idylt Roomers will rform on
‘Wednesday, Oct. 25, at the Blind Pig, 200
5. First, Ann Arbor. For Informatlion, call
996-8555.

® SCREAMING FREAXS

Screaming Freaks will pcrlcrm -nu.
guests, The Winders, on Thursda;
26, at 3:D Club, 1315 N. Maln, fluyzl Oak
Fer Information. call 5B9-3344.

@ TRINIDAD TRIPOLI

Teinidad Tripoll Steel Band will per-
form on Thursday, Oct. 26, at Rick’s
Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For infor-
mation, call 986-2747.

& MAP OF THE wonLo

Map of the World will perform on
‘Thursday, Oct. 26, at the Blind Pig, 208 §.
First, Ann Arbor. For lnlormation, call
9968555,

® GEORGE BEDARD

Georee Bedard and the Kingnins will
perform on Friday, Oct. 27, at Sully's,
4758 Greenficld, between Michigan and
Ford, Dearborn. For {nformation, call
846-5377.

@ VOLEBEATS

Volcbets will perform with guests.
Moonmen, oo Friday, Oct. 37, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniif, off 1.75.
For informatlon, cal) 365-9760.

® FRANK ALLISON

Frank Allison and ibe Odd Sox will per-
{form on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 27-28,
at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First St., Ann Ar-
bor. For information, cal) $96-8555.

® MEGA MEQA

Mega Mega will perform with guests,
Final Warning. on Friday, Oct 27, at
Blondies, West Seven Mlle Road, east of
Telegeaph, Detroit. For Information, call
535-8108.

® CUPPAJOE

Cuppa Joe will perform on Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 27-28, at Skylights, 49 N.
Saginaw, Pontiac. For laformation, call
49292,

0 JEANNIE A THE DREAMS

Jeannle & The Dreams will perform on
Friday and Saturday, Oct 27-2, at
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ana Atbor. For

THE VOLEBEATS

— Paycheck’s Lounge Hamtramck

An older man Is walking around
asking anyone to dance with him.
His breath smells like he gargles
with garlic and rinses with water
{rom Boston Harbor. Nary a tooth in
his mouth.

We say no, even though it's the
best offer we've had all night.

Then a guy with a wooden box
walks up and asks if we want our
shoes shined, Serry my {riend, the
Reeboks wouldnt took good with
shoe polish on them,

Could this be a dream?, I ask
mysell. Am I In Tupelo, Miss., in-
stead of Hamtramck?

Look toward the door, yes, that's
Gracle vigitantly guarding the en-
trance. And, Indeed, the Dlet Coke in
my glass |s real.

But it comes to me. Must be the
band onstage blowing that cosmic
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backwoods bebop our way has
brought out all these country bump-
kins,

Might we expect an old tire to roll
down the middle of the bar at any
moment?

Na telling when the Volebeats are
onstage. The band chugged through a
14-song set followed by a two-num-
ber encore, featuring many (unes
{rom Its forthcoming album and ren-
ditlons of classics by Hank Williams,
Jr., Webb Picrce, Cousin Al and
Johnny Cash.

THE VOLEBEATS are not only
about music — which we might say
is damn fine in itsell — but rather
about setting a mood. The second
hand on the clock moves slower,
voices carty ke the wind.

Without a doubt, the Volebeats are

country. Bul not the slicked back
Nashville brand where fashion is the
badge.

‘Thelr music moves in perfect tim-
ing 1o the tumbleweed blowing in the
dessert. It's stark, yet a bunch of
twigs whittled with a jackknlfe into
a bouquet of roses.

Live, one the Volebeats' biggest
asscts is the multidimenstonal na
ture of their show. Jetf Oakes does a
majority of the singing, but gives
way onh a occasion to Mathew Smith
and Mark Niemanski, The Smith-
Niemansk} guitar combo adroitly
swltch from electric gultars to slide
steel without missing a note.

Of course, there Ls the rhythm sec-
tlon of Mike Murphy on drums and
Brian Qakes on stand-up bass that
provides the smoke to the beat. Re-
becca Kaplan puts a nice red bow on
top of the package on violin, or isita
fiddle in this case?

Once the Volebeats get rolling,
they are difficult to stop. Only for
one moment does the band let the
steam out for a slow, haunting num-
ber, “She's Gone," sung by Jeff

akes.

TIIE MOOD moves further folksy
when a blonde woman from out of
nowhere grabbed a tamborine and
began banging away on “Fulsom
Prison.” She later sat down on the
corner of the stage for the next num-
ber, “Texas.”

One the more endearing qualitles
about this outfit ls the free form pro-
cedure on stage. Members argued on
what would be the Jast number of the
set before settling on Hank Wiltlams'
“Long Gone Lonesome Blues.”

The two-song encore featured an
instrumental, By then, even the old
man gave up looking for a dance
partner.

— Larry O'Connor

call 966-2747.
® MERCY AULE

COLLEGE

Mercy Rule will perform with guests,
Jaxl Thunder, Infec, Odessey, Broken
Stooe and Somethin’ Awful, on Saturday,
Oct. 28, at Blondies, Weat Seven Mile,
east of Telegraph, Detrolt. For informa-
tion, call 535-8108,

@ JOANNA CONNOA

Joanna Connor and ber Blues Masicrs
will perform on Saturday, Oct. 23, at Sul-
lys, 4732 Greentield, between Michigan
and Ford, Dearborn. For informatlon,
call 846-5377.

@ THE WAILERS

‘The Wallers will perform on Sunday,
Oct. 29, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For informatlon, call 996-2747.

® TINBUX 3

Timbuk 3 will performn two shows on
Monday, Oct. 30, 3t The Ark In Ann Ar-
bor. Show times are 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
For information, call 99-MUSIC.

® BODEANS
The Bodeans will perform on Wednes-
day, Nov. 1, at the Royal Music Theatre.

© X.D.LANG

%.d. lang will perform at & pm. Friday,
Nov. 3. at the Michigan Theater ln Ann
Asbor. For Information, call 99-MUSIC.

@ SOUNDGARDEN

Soundgarden will perform on Sunday,
Nov. 5, at 52int Andrew's Hall, 42t K
Congress, Detzoit. For information, call
96)-MELT,
® CAMPER BEETHOVEN

Camper Van Beethoven will perform
at 10 p.m. Mooday, Nov, 6, at the Necta:
rine Raliroam, 810 B, 1 Ann
bor, Tickets are §11.50 ln advance. For -
information, call $9-MUSIC.

® PIXIES

The Pixies will perform with guests,
the Zulus, on Thursday, Nov. 16, at Saint
Andrew's Hall, £31 E Congress, Detroft.
For informatlon, call 961-MELT.

Mudhoney, & band on the Sub
Pop label, will pertorm to-
night at the Blind Pig in Ann

Arbor, 3

LOCAL

Here are the top-10 albums on WAYN-
AM, campus station a1 Wayne State Unj.
versity.

Vights.
5 “Smokin' Banana Peels,” Dead Milk.
men.
6. “Root, Hog or Die,” Nixoa asd Roper.
7 1,

ID “Return of the U(Iy Bad Mazoers.

Here are the top-10 soags on “De-
troit Music Scene,” which Is heard 4-
§ p.m. Sundays (repcated 5:30-6:30
p.m. Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM 90.9.

1. “Hamtramck,” Terminal White,
2."Scary, Scary,” Jerry Vile.

3. "“Lave Lets You Live,” Industrial
Dance.

. “And My Love,” Antifashion,

4

5.
6."Foot Priots,” Seu!lhe Blg Guys.
7. " Wi

8,
9.
1

5. "Kiss God For Me." Axt School.

BREAK
OF HEARTS

— Katrina and
the Waves

The year was 1985; the song:
“Walking on Sunshine.”

1t was a near-perfect summertime
hit. But as radlo alrplay restrictlons
(ncreasingly forced bands to make a
cholce between pop and rock, this
British-American congregatlon
{ound itse!f out in the cold.

Their debut album ylelded no
more hits. A salld second effort fell
through the cracks. Now, with
“Break of Hearts,” (SBK) they try
agaln.

This time, the focus is more
squarely on rock. (Cheek the scrulfy
cover photos) Trouble is, me b-luds
light touch s more suited to

“Rock 'n" Roll Glrl,” the !eado[l
track, i3 cass In t It's a fun,
driving tune, more than a little rem-
inlscent of some of the lghter
moments on Spdng!mnl “Born in
tho USA” albu

*Thal’s the Wuy. the first cingle,
is also (he album's most typlcal

track with ils big beat and massive
harmonijes. Not surprisingly, it is the
band's biggest hit since you-know-
what.

The rest is competent, if not as
memorable. Kansas-born  Katrina
Leskanich is a good vocallst —
aglne Wynona Judd more heavlly
steeped In rock. Her British-based
Waves play loudly, but avold heavy
metal cliches or s0ggy pop bombast.

“Can't Tame My Love” and "Rock
Mysell to Sleep,” the album's closing
track, move into Joan Jett !mllary
— a wise move. While not a major

player on elther the pop scene or
heavy metal radlo, Jett's hook-laden
rock has nonetheless found its niche.
At the very least, it's cnabled her to
keep her career afloat. And carcer
viabllity 1s something Katrina and
the Waves desperately seek.

The hope here is that they succeed.

— Wayne Peal

T
ACADIE
— Daniel Lanois

Daniel Lanois has come to promi-
nence over Lhe past few years be-
cause of his production credits. His
most notable was co-

D:\I\ll L
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From the subtle harmony basses,
played by Teny Hall, on "The
Mak:r" to the atmaospheric gultar on

producing U2’s “Joshua Tree” LP
with Brian Eno. Since then, he bas
produced a (Ine album from the Nev-
Ille Brothers and recently, the latest
one from Bob Dylan, which iz qulte
powerful, according to all reports.

Here, Lanols steps out from be-
hind the desk (o go to the other side
of the studlo console. His is quite an
accomplished singer and guitar play-
er that has no doubt accounted for
his understanding of other artists’
moativations when producing.

Canadian by birth, he shows his
Gatlle heritage on this LP with a lot
of the vocals belng sung In French,
This, combined with his “folk” style
of songwriting and use of acoustic
guitara and accordions, somelimes
gives this LP a “Cajun” feel, particu-
lacly at the beginning of side one.
Whether for (hls reason or the
strength of the songs, these songs are
the best on the LP,

s aughur, the quall(y
cl muslcianship is hl,

derstandable when you see um
Lanois has called upon the people
with whom he bas worked best —
Eno, Adam and Larry from U2 and a
variety of Neville Brothers.

On “White Mustang II" and
“Hawkwind" in particular, Eno's at-
mospherics combined with the gul-
tar sound, run dangerously close to a
“U2” sound. It makes one wonder
who inspired, or ripped off, whom.

A curious case of the chicken or
theegg.

The album flnishes with & unique-
ly identifiatle version of “Amazing
Grace" (Yes ... that Amazng
Grace!), but my own particular he-

for that song colors my opinion.

The strength of the first few songs*

makes the album at least worth bor
rowlng [rom someone.
—Cormac Wright

THE HEALER

—John Lee Hooker

What can you say about a legend
of American mausic?. You don't say
anything. You just lsten.

This latest effort ltvm the blues
great Is something to behold. The
twang from (he gultar, the growl
from the man have beea a major in-
fluence on & great number of musd-
clans like Pete To

washend, Bobd
Dylan, Bono of U2 and the list goes™

on and on.

Sorme of Hooker's most ardent ad-
mirers step forward and lend a hand
on the LP. Carlos Sentana, Robert

Charlle Musselwhite accompany
him. )

‘The result is some taut and enjoy-
able blues music. Like, for Instance,
the Latin rock Maver pmuea by
Santana tokes a lplne. urban bl
namber, “The Healer,” and pAlnh 3

inseveral different musical shades.

Bonnle Raltt jumps In right on cue
with Booku‘ in ‘“Tm In the Mood,”
F the right harmony to
lookerun.lur \

In other songs, one can sense al-
most a Umidity from the guest art-
Ists. Perhaps it's an over effort not
to step into Hooker's territory. Or,
maybe it's case of simply being in
awe of Hooker, After all, the man is

alcxend.

h seemingly is the case with
nnben&:y!n"mtryue."mbu
all the excellent makings of the clas-

blues with the traditional

Instead of coming out oa fire,
Cray merely trades slow gultar licks
with the great. Not bad, but m ex-

pect more.
muumlm-d.lnppommtw
an otherwise fine album. Hooker bas

beent lauded in every mude
received cltatton from the President.

ngbe!otmﬂmewmmp:-
f commerelal sucoess

Arcturus,” Sypal. -



