STREET CRACKS

Monday, Oclober 23, 1989 O&4E

{0)50

A trip down Laugh Avenue

By Lorralne fAcClish
stalf wrltor

Mike Vencman may he the star of
the show at Joey's Comedy Club
Wednesday through Saturday, Oct.
25-28, but 1{"s business as usual for
the comedian whose life has taken a
long and funny road,

It originates from hls Ohio base
criss-crossing the country spreading
his own brand of humor. He's al.
ready put 76,000 mlles on his less
than two-year-old car and that
doesn’t Include the miles traveled In
afrplanes.

But driving Is better than flying
for the man who once described an
alrport as “Mardl Gras gone mad.”

Veneman has performed in De-
troit twice since he became a full
ume stand-up comedian three years
ago — once at Puzzles and once In
Chaplin's  East, Show-goers  who
missed Lhose shows might have seen
the heavy-set young man with the
casy-gu air of assurance In an Oct.
16 comedy special on Showtime.

1L was Veneman's flrst nation-
wide cahle TV appearance and one
more step up the long TV ladder to
“the ultimate goal of appearing with
Carson or Letterman,” he said.

Veneman's first step into the
world of comedy came with entering
~ and winaing — amateur night tn
Hilaritles Comedy Club in Cleveland.
The club's booking agent asked him
to work professionally in the club
and he's been working steadily as a
comedlian ever since.

At the time Venemnan won the am-
aleur night contest, he was a pro-
grams counselor at Kent State Unl-
versity.
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THE MUSICIANS' 81G BAND
HALLOWEEN BRLL
MONDARY, OCT. 30*
Tpmtolipm
Party to the Big Band Sound all night long in our GRAND
Come in costume for judging by CKLW Radio and GREAT
Light dinner avallable / Cash Bar, Halloween drinks at
Aurive carly for 8 speclal menu dlnner in LOOPHOLES.

$8.95 per person + tax and gratulty
Spm to 9:30pm - Reservatlons: 557-4800

Mlke

death.

*“Have we got drive up and die fu-
neral homes now?” he asked.

While observational comedy was
the malnstay of bls act for a long
while that Is changlng — “The
routlnes are always changing,
they've got to keep changing." —
cause of his recent marriage to Cris.

“She is a very funny person with
an incredlble sense of humor and is
doing a lot of my writlng now,”
Veneman sald. “We both can see the
humor in everyday man-woman rc-
lationships. We look for the humor in

hna already put 76,000 miles
on his car of two years.

“THAT MEANS I gulded students
in the schooi of physical education,
recreatlon and dance,” he said. At
the same time he was pursuing a
doctorate in education administra-
tlon,

On down days, he somctimes
wonders If he could stil] get his doc-
torate, but follows that up quickly
with “Fm only joking.”

Veneman was the class clown in
high school and has cnjoyed making
his friends laugh for as long as he
can remember. His humor is obser-
vational comedy.

“I stop and look at thingy, signs,
commercials, people’s actions and
see some of them as ridiculous,” he
sald.

As for the “Watch for Ice on the
Bridge* sign, Vencman responds,
“Now what do I do?"

As for a slgn he saw in a funeral
home parking lot that read “Parking
{or customers only’ he muses If
parking there means automatlc

TICKETS $12.00 per person at all
Ticket Master Locations,
Federation of Musiclans and at the door.
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7 Presant yaour ticket stub at the front dosk for
Exlm Spaocial low ovumlghl ratol $40,00*
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Men. if you re about to turn 18.11's
ume to register wath Selernive Service
at any U.S. Past Office.
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It's quick. It's easy.

And |t s the law.
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Live Band 'Black Tie”

"Best Costume"” contest
Complimentary hors d'ocutres
Tarot Card Reader

Lots qf Games 8 Prizes
Lounge opens at 4pm

SOUTHFIELD CONVENTION CENTER
17017 d

Southfield, MI 48075
(313) 557-4800 800/ 365-7829

our to onc another and
how we relate (o everybody and they
relate tous,

“So the routine is taking a whole
new turn these days. But It's stit}
about al} of the funny and absurd
things all around us.”

JOL BIELASKA, owner and oper-
ator of Joey's, met Veneman in Las
Vegas during a Comedy and Club
Owners Convention. The sole pur-
pose of the convention is to showcase
comedians ~ 40 of them a day from
all over the world — for the club
owners to boak.

It was the first time Veneman per-
formed at the convention.

“It was a lot of pressure — the
most pressure I can ever remember
feeding on stage with the avdience
tilled with writers, producers, agents
= but also a real honer to be al-
lawed to perform there,” be sald.

Mike Veneman will pesjorm a
Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 Plym-
outh Road, Livonia, 9 pm.
“ulnudny through Friday, Oct.
25. 2, and 830 pan. and 10:30
p.n. Saturday, Oct. 28,
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TUESDRY - OCT, 31*

begins at 8pm - 2am

W. Nine Mile Roa

TACO BELL
TACGTELL 2h Covpons fom

IN PERSON: JOE LOUIS ARENA

*  thru Sun. NOV. 12

Joe Louis Arena

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who {3 appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Ncwspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.

© BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN
Downtown Tony Brown will per-
form with Tim and Rick

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Brian Regan will perform Tues-
day-Saturday, Oct. 24-28, at Chap-
lln 's West, 16890 Telegraph, south of
Six Mile, Detrolt. For information,
call 533-3866.

© HOLLY HOTEL
Juson Stuart will perform along
wilh Don Borza and Karl Anthony
day-Saturd: 26-28, at

Schaltz Friday-Saturday, Oct. 27-20,
at Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541
Larned, Detroit. Show times are 8:30
and 11 p.m. For Informatlon, call
961-2581.

@ CHAPLIN'S EAST

Rosle O'Donzell wlll perform
Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 25-28, at
Chaplin’s East, 34244 Groesbeck,
Fraser. Show times are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8:30
and 10:30 p.m, Friday and Saturday.
For information, call 792-1902.

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Raody Moatgomery wili perform
Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 25-28, at
Chaplin's Plymouth in the Plymouth
Radlsson, 14707 Northville Road,
Plymouth. For informatlon, call 454-
4680.

Oct. 2
Hully Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly.
Show times are 8:30 p.m. with addi-
tional 1%:30 p.m, shows on Friday
and Saturday. For Information, call
634-1891.

© JOEY'S LIVONIA

Mlke Vewemen will perform
Thursday-Saturday, Oect. 26-28, at
Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 Piym-
outh Read, Livonla. Show times are
9 p.am. Thursday and Friday and 8:30
and 10:3¢ p.m. Saturday. For reser-
vations, call 261-0555.

© LOONEY BIN

Skeeter Marray will perform
‘Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 26-28, at
the Wolverine Lounge and Looney
Bin Comedy Club, 1655 Glengary,
‘Walled Lake. Show times are 9 p.m.
Friday and 8 and 10:15 p.m. Satur-

day. For information, call 669-9374.

® LOONEY BIN TOO

Count Jonathon will perform on
Friday and Saturday, Oct 21-28, at
the Looney Bin Toa at the Roxy, 1-94
and Haggarty, Belleville. For reser-
vations, call 699-1829,

® MISSKITTY'S

Michael Casper will perform
Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 26-28, at
Miss Kitly's Comedy Club, Long
Branch Restaurant, 595 N. La
Road, Oxford. Show tlmes are B p.m.
Thursday; 8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For information, call
62B-6500

© MAINSTREET

Rita Radaer wiY) perform Wednes-
day-Thursday, Oct. 25-26, and Joha
Riggl wllt perform Friday-Saturday,
Oct. 27-28, at Malnstrect Comedy
Showcase, 314 E. Liberty, Ann Ar-
bor. Fer Information, eall $96-9080.

© SECOND CITY

Second City Touring Company will
perform at 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4,
at the Michigan Theater, 603 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbar. Tickets are §12.50
and $15. For lnformation, call 99-
MUSIC,

Comedy show to benefit MDA

WJIBK-TV Channel 2, [n conjunc-
tion with Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle, will present “Stand Up and
Laugh™ 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 24, at
Hollday Inn-Livonia West.

The comedy extravaganza will
feature Ray Combs of the television
game show “Family Feed" Pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit the

Muscutar Dystropny Assoclation.

Tickets are $15 and are avallable
through Ticketmaster Ticket Cen-
ters. To charge tickets by phone, call
645-6666. Pcople must be 21 and old-
er toatlend,

Appearing along with Combs will
be local comedians Norm Stultz,
Norma Zager and Eric Champnella,

Speciai guests scheduivd lo appeur
will be Mark Ridley, MDA Telethon
co-host Bruck Klrk of WIBK-TV,
{cature reporter Pierre Kimsey and
MDA State Poster Children Tanla
and Shannon Rice.

For Information, cal) 476-2920 be-
tween 9 am, and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
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BLACKS GET CANCER
AND DIE FROM IT
MORE THAN ANY

OTHER GROUP.
Want to change that?

Call us.
We can help you learn how,

1-800-4-CANCER

The Cancet Information Service
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Bring in a used toy for a needy
_child to the Pumpkm Fest!

Mattel C©

ine if you had 10 otk for blood 10 save the Bife of someane you love.

Next time the Americon Red Cross asks, give blood, please.,

GIVE BLOOD, PLEASE % =r—

Your Wait Is
Almost Over!

Then it’'s Our Turn




