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The Home Mechanix Dream Home, built by Gary Sabo of Future
Homes In Davison, incorporates wood construction techniques

Site contamination concerns raised

By Gorald Frawioy
staff writar

greater enforcement Is the trend,”

Intensifying environmental con-
cerns continue to trouble Jand devel-
opers and if the trend continues, It
could concelvably drive smaller de-
velopers out of business.

Attorney George Fulkerson, of the
Troy law {lrm of Dean and Fulker-
son, told members of the Builders
Association ol Southeast Michigan
Wednesday that environmental con-
cerns are teday's “moral impera-
tive,” and unless builders — espe-
cially small builders ~ Jearn to an-

he said, adding the slow growth
tent In h

Michigan uses environmental con-
cerns as one of the key weapons In
the arsensal to stop development.
Historically, building and the envi-
ronment have always been related,
but the emphasis and the nature of
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that earned it the American Wood Council's Design For Betler

Living Award.

environmental concern, he sald.

“Builders are [aced with a myriad
of laws and regulatlons,” he said,
adding that there are currently more
ihan 200 laws addressing environ.
mental concerns and development.

“It's a gloomy pleture,” Fulkerson
contlnued. Whether the developer is
personally responsible for an envi-
T

that has
changed, Fulkerson said. “It's be-
come magoificd over the years.

“We have moved from a ‘protec-
tion from nulsance’ theory, which
implies a certain amount of negll-

ticipate and pritect ! ,
they're In for a rough ride.
Environmental concerns  witl

gence, to a point where liabillty is no
longer on " he
said. Today, developers can be ltable
for cnvironmental problems by vir-
tue of land less of

squeeze out the smaller P
because he does not have the re-
sources to comply with all the regu-
latlons and requlrements being
placed on him, Fulkerson said.

“That may very well change, but

whether they caused the problems.
In almost every case where an ca-
vironmental concern I8 ralsed, the
developer is bound to lose because
the courts almost always support the

problem or not, as a pur-
chaser he can be held Hable for con-
taminaticn already on the site.
Recently, hazardous waste regula-
tions have had the greatest impact
on builders, Fulkerson said. Loan ap-
proval from lending Lnstitutions, for
example, may greatly depend on
previous uses of the site and evi-
dence of current contaminatlon.
PERHAPS EVEN more [righten-
ing. he said, is the chance that con-
tamination wilt be discovered on a
recently purchased site. “Whoever
owns the properly — cven if they're
not responsible for the contamina-

tion — is liable for cleanup costs.”
He added the average price tag for
the cleanup of a contaminated site
ranges from $6 million to $10 mil-

ion,

Federal eovironmental protection
laws and regulations protect the de-
veloper who is [nnocent of further
contaminating the property and who
has thoroughly investigated the
property to be exempt from reper-
cussions, Fulkerson continued, but
the definitien of innocent and thor-
ough is interpreted “'very narrowly.”

Fulkerson said developers must be
cautious at every turn. “There are
resources out there — hire someone
to investigate the property and see
what they can find.”

Such investigations might include
anything from soll samplings to In-
terviews with previous property
owners. “You may have to st heavi-
1y on the previous owner to find out
what the property’s previous uses
were."”

Condo board responsible for pool

Qur condomlnlum is considerlng
baving a “loito” to ralse money for
the clubbouse maintesance of the
pool becavse the board s vawllling
to bodget fuads for maintenance as
it clalms that cot enovgh co-owners
are uslsg it. Do yon have any com-
ments?

*First, I am not sure from your
question what type of “lotto” the
board is planning to conduct, but it
had better make sure that it (s not
vlolating any state laws with respect
to such “lotto” and that, if necessary,
it obtaln a llicense from the state to
conduct any type of gaming actlvity.
Secondly, and more important, if the
assoclation has a pool which the as-
soclation members are allowed to

Decorating rules meant to be broken

usc, the board may well have a fidu-
clary and legal responsibllity to
raise funds necessary In order to
maintaln that pool so as not to de-
prive any co-owners of §is use, You
should contact the board to remind
1hem of this responsibility and In the
absence of any forthright actlon by
the board, you should consult with an
atiorney (o assist you.

condo
queries

A: Colncidentally, T have Just had

Q: [ am belng from
Birmlogham to New York City and
wish to buy a co-op i the upper 60s
af Manhattan, Do you bave any Ink-
ling as to what the market is lo New
York acd bow {3 a co-op different
there from what I might find here
with respect to a condominfum or
towsnhouse?

the opp: to review the co-op
market In New York, particularly as
it relates to the higher echelon of co-
ops surrounding Ceniral Park. The
co-op market In New York Is weak-
cnlng, as [ understand It, although
the price of co-ops in New York
comparable to what one would find
in Michigan is extremely high. Co-

ops, unlike condominiums, are not
regulated by an cnabling statute and
have a substantial amount of flexi-
bility In regard to who may or may
not live In the co-op. A good exam-
ple, of course, is the Richard Nixon
situation in New York where he was
denied an opportunity to buy a co-op
because he was a lawyer. In a co-op,
you rent your unit from the coopera-
tive assoclatlon, even though you are
buying shares in the cooperative as-
socfation. You sign a proprictary
lease and live by the rules and regu-
lations, or they can eviet you. I
would be very cautious before In-
vesting in a co-op In Manhattan be-
cause of the apparent fluctuation In
market conditlons.

(AP)— The current trend 12 home design is no fad — It is
tradition.

“Tradition Is back,” sald House Beautlfu} editor JoAnn
Barwlck, “because we are tired of trendy fads and have swung
around agaln to an appreclstion af archltecture and furnish-
ings with serenity and balance — the way a home looks when
the age-old rules have been followed.”

Young people decorating thelr flrst homes hunger for rules,
according to Barwlck. How should they arrange the furnlture?
Which chairs go with what table? Can they use something
unconventional that they'se fallen In love with?

Barwick sald her mnguine went to the masiers of home
design — past and presest — for the following “Golden Rules
of Decoratlng,” which rage from the ctasslc lock to personal
style.

):Inhn Saladino gave his view of how to create classic design:

To bo timeless, we nust pere away fusay detalls, create an
orderly balance, Simplix geomelrle forms the ancients knew
— clreles, squares, triaigles — shape the classics.”

Comfort was Bllly Bildwin’s subject: “Some people confuse
{uxury with grandeur, Fo me, comfort is perbaps the ultimate
Tugury,” ;

Ed?lk Wharton and Dgden Codman Jr. on aymmetry: “The
desire for symmetry, for balance, for rhythm, is one of the
most Inveterate of human instincts.”
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For Elsic d¢ Wolfe, suitabllity was the subject: "“We must
learn to recognize suitability, simplicity and proportion, and
apply our knowledge to our needs. A huge stulfed leather
chalr in a tiny gold and cream room Is unsuitable.”

Dorathy Draper had this to say about color: “There should
never be any doubt about what your coler has to say. It may
be lemon yellow, watermelon pink, chocolate brown or any-
thing you like, just as long ay it knows its own mind. Muddy
walls are nothing but a blight.”

Michae! Greer puts passion into his interior deslgns, saylng:
“You need one marvelous decoratlve ebject which you love
outrageousty; which you may have spent far more for than
you could atford. It can be anything — a paintingor a rugora
vase, a8 well as o piece of furniture.”

Davld Hicks undersiands the need for warmth. "I may cre-
ate a very disciplined background, but then I llke things
messed up or cozled up a littte. 1 am always thinking of
warmth.”

No matter how many rutes you fotlow, a home must refiect
you, as T.H. Robsjohn-Glbbings noted when he sald:

“Why do we love certaln houses, and why do they seem to
tove us? It is the warmth of our Individual hearts reflected In
our surroundings.”

‘That brings the amateur decorator back to House Beautl-
ful's advice In glving out these rules: “Just remember: Onee
learncd, rules are also meant to be broken.”

You can save $400.00 on
your mortgage closing costs!
Call 968-1800 for details

Readers’ poll
leads to wood
house design

By Bill Parkor
stafl writer

What are the desires of home
buyers In today's market?

A workable functional kitchen, en-
ergy elliciency, low malntenance
and a spacious pantry, according to
a reader poll taken by Home
Mechanix Magazine.

The American Wood Counci) and
Home Mechanix Magazine co-spon-
sored the poll last fall that asked
readers to describe their dream
home, More than 200 readers re-
sponded, and those responses were
incorporated by Stephen Mcad Asso-
ciates of Des Moines, lowa, into the
design  of
“Home Mechanix Dream Home."

the 1,950-square-foot

lot of wasted space, but the house
isn’t cramped, either,”

An example Includes a work sta.
tion (desg and book shelves) which
was added to a widened hallway on
the second floor, Such “nooks of stor-
age" could be used by chlldren or
parents for work or play.

The house ~ built by Gary Sabo of
Future Homes Inc. fn Davison —
also Incorporates advanced wood
construction techniques that earned
it the Ameri¢an Wood Council's De-
sign For Better Living Award.

“The council recognizes houses
that feature the use of new wood
products and systems and Innovative
design." explained Wally Poure, re-
glonal marketing director of the
American Wood Council.

“We wanted to design a y
alfordable package, but one that en-
capsulated as many of the readers'
responses as  possible,”  explained
Mecad. A lot of readers wanted a
sense of space so they didn't feel
they were crawling over other fami-
Iy members. § think we have accom-
plished that. The house lives much
larger than it actually is."

TO ACHIEVE THAT sense of spa-
ciousness, Stephen Mead Assoclates
designed the house -~ located in the
Crescent Hills Subdivision In Orton-
ville — with several features. In ad-
ditton to a spacious kitchen with an
adjacent greenhouse/solarlum
breakfast arca, the house also fea-
tures a two-story entrance, a ccl-
umned dining room leading to a
screcned porch and sweeping deck, a
large workshop and adjacent storage
area easily accessible from the ga-
rage, a huge master sulte, french
doors and a window scat.

“Qne of the unique aspects of the
house ls the way spaces relate to one
another,” added Mead. "“There isn't a

Tile caulk

By Andy Lang
special wrlter

(AP)— What's new on the market?

THE PRODUCT — A ceramic tile
caulk to match or coordinate with
many of today's grout colors and
shades.

Manufacturer's claim —~ That the
new color seleetions Include clear,
antigue white, wheat, sand tan,
pewter gray, red wood, black onyx,
Almond and pure white; that it s
mildew-resistant and prevents water
scepage around sinks, ubs, vanlties,
countertop spashguards and tile soap
holders; and that it seals surface
areas that tend to move slightly,
such as where a wall meets a floor
or where tiles abut corner and count-
ers.
THE PRODUCT — An epoxy
adhesive especlally designed for ver-
tical and overhead bonding projects.

Manufacturer's clalm — That this
cpoxy gel bonds quickly through a
chemlcal reactlon between the
cpoxy resin and the hardener; that it
will not sag or drip, seitlng in flve
minutes; that It bonds wood, metal,
fiberglass, china, ceramic, glass and
other materials; that, alfter the
adhesive is applied, bonded objects
can be handled in 15 minutes, with
the epoxy achleving full strength In
one hour at room temperature; that
it hardens 1o an opaque [latsh; that It
is avallable in a dual-syringe con-
tainer that dispenses equal amounts
of the resin and the hardener; and

Holiday Shopping
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These in-
clude a permanent wood foundation,
Intertock lap-siding on the exterior
walls. The house also conforms to
the Code Plus building code.

The permanent wood foundatlon is
used in place of a concrete founda-
tion with the aim of providing a dri-
er, warmer cavironment. The wood
foundation s constructed of pres-
sure-treated lumber and plywood
walls st on a gravel base and back-
tilled with gravel. The walls are in-
sulated with a high R-factor insula-
tion providing a warm basement en-
vironment. And because  wood
doesn't settle like a concrete founda-
tion, there tend to be no cracks or
leaks in the basement walls.

The house is priced in excess of
$199,000. It was recently featured In
the Parade of Homes ‘89, a bullder’s
show sponsored by the American
Wood Councli and i1 north Qakland
County Builders. The house is open
for viewing by appolntment. Call Fu-
ture Homes at 653-3490 for an ap-
pointment.

in colors

that its special properties make it
ideal for bonding objects to walls,
ceilings, under counters and wherey.
er such projects normally are ditfi-
cult to handle.

THE PRODUCT — A motion sen-
sor light control that reduces the
problem of false iriggering.

Manufacturer’s claim — That
false triggering, caused by such
things as blowlng leaves, will be
climinated by 75 percent; that when
the sensor discovers heat in motlon,
it takes a "second look™ to verify the
object before it switches the lights
on; that the sensor detects people In
motion from up to 70 feet away, pro-
viding more than 4,500 square fect
of coverage; that a multitone lens
provides overlapping detectlon zones
for both downward and outward cov-
crage; that It has a variable shutoeff
delay to allow the user to adjust the
period of time the light stays on
from one to 20 minutes; and that it is
UL-listed for wet locatlons.

The epoxy adheslve is made by
Deveon  Consumer Divislon, 780
AE.C. Drive, Wood Dale, Il. 60191;
the light control by Health-Zenith,
Hilltop Road, St. Joseph, Mt. 49085;
and the caulkx by Darworth Co.,
Avon, Ct. 06001,

(Do-It-yourselfers will find much
valuadle materlal In Andy Lang's
handbaok, “Practical Heme Re-

palrs," which can be obtalned by
sending $3 to this paper at P.O. Box
1055, NJ 08723.
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