points of view

More letters to the editor. . .

Proposal A
way off base

To the editor:
1 rcad with disappointment your
recent edltorlal endorsement of Pro-

posal A,

This 12 percent increase n the
state sales tax should be overwhelm-
Ingly refected by voters for two spe-
cltle reasons;

® First, there is no clear correla-
tion between Increased taxes and
quality educatlon,

In fact, while education {unding
was Increasing durlng the 1960s and
19703, test scores for school students
were declining.

Also, In exchange for an increasc
in our taxes, we are being promised

The city of Farmington Hllls s
pushing for a code of ethlcs, The
most unethlcal act ks not to care
about our fellow man,

Thank God {or people like Tupper
— for there ts hope.

Vernon C. Klelpinskl,
Farmington Hills

League backs
library issues

To the edltor:

On Nov. 7, voters In Farmington
and Farmington Hills will be asked
;9 declde two ssues affecting the

C

pi quality In edy

Yet, the actual proposal contalns
no specific reforms In our public ed-
ucation system. It does not provide
for educatlopal cholce. It docs noth-
ing to improve the quallty of public
education.

# Second, and more important,
Proposal A calls for an Increase Ina
very regressive tax. The sales tax
hurts those who are least able to af-
ford It: the poor, the working class,

If an argument can be made for a
tax Increase, then It should have
been an Increase in the state ncome
tax.

For these two reasans, I urge vot-
ers o vote no on Proposal A.

David Lambert, president,
Oakland County

Young Repiblicans
Farmington Hifts

Tupper a
caring man

To the cditor:

On QOct. 19, I saw #ayor Richard
Tupper of Farmingun for the first
time. I saw a man wio not only tries
to run a city, but ato flnds the time
for the Goodfellows

: In short, he takesthe time to care
for those In need. Ve need more men
like hlm,

‘There are no ppmises or guaran-
tees in life. Manypeople have found
that out throughpersonal tragedies
and major tragdics shared by oth-
ers.

The city of Famington Hills plans
{or the year 2004, yet, befere the sun
comes up, I woder how many
ple will have inded their lves so
they wouldn't s¢ tomorrow, or how
many people #ish nighttime will
never end, or vha go to bed hungry,
wlth very litle clothing, and no
place to call hane.

y Llbrary: a
$14.5-mllllon bond Issue and a 1.5-
mlil operating tax for 20 years.

The League of Women Voters
West Bloomfield-Farmirgton Arca
recognlres that increased use by res.
Idents of the Itbrary district has re-
sulted In demands on the two
branches, their staff and the services
provided ~ demands that can best
be addressed by passage of the bond
tssue and operating millage.

‘The bond issue would permlt con-
struction, replacing the current
Farmington Hills branch with a new

. maln bullding to serve the two cities.

In addltion, it will allow repalrs and
capltal improvements to the butlding
on Llberty Street in Farmlngton.
The operating millage will provide
adequate funding for operation of
the library district.

The League of Women Voters sup-
ports “adequate, dependable, sus.
tained and equitable financing for
servicing, staffing and constructlon
of tibraries to meet the information-
al, educational and recreatlonal
needs of the community,”

The League of Women Voters
urges all voters to partlelpate in the
Nov. 7 electlon. It urges a “yes” vote
on the bond Issue and operating mil-
lage questlons to ensure contlnuation
of the high quality of library ser-
vices now provided by the Farming.
ton Community Library.

Deborab Macon, president,
League of Women Voters
West Bloomfleld-Farmington Area

Thanks to
city board

To the cdltor:

Hlll and Dale Garden Club, a
member of the Federated Garden
Clubs of Mlchlgan Inc., and the Na-

tlonal Councll of State Garden Clubs,
whose goals include clvic beautliica-
tlon, would llke to commend the
Farmington Hills Beautlficalion
Commission for promoting civle
b wlith the p

of plaques and certificates to the
winners of thelr clvic beautification
contest,

‘This was, indeed a positive way to
encourage businesses and other civle
groups to [mprove our little corner
of the world.

‘Thanks also to the Farmington Ob-
server for giving the awards presen-
tation flrst-sectlon billing, bringlog
thls important project to the com-
munity's attention.

Jean Maran, president,
Hill and Dale Garden Club
Farmlngton

Cruce says
notoA & B

To the editer:

On Tuesday, Nov. 7, the voters of
this state will go to the polls to vote
on two proposals to increase the
sales tax.

In an effort to assist the voters of
QOakland County, 1 have prepared a
list of deflnitions of commonly used
words and phrases used by increase
proponents:

Tax Shift: Tax Oakland residents
then shift the money to another
county.

Equlty: For all Mlchigan resldents
except Oakland. Sec tax shift, Oak-
land County resldents look under
“'Shaft.”

% cent increase: A $400 milllan
dollar tax increase.

2 cent increase: Multiply $400 mil-
lion by 4.

Guarantee: Something that sounds
good, means nothing, and ls protect-
ed by the right to free specch.

Proposal A: A proposal that will
draln $40 million a year out of Oak-
land County in return for a warm
and fuzzy feellng,

Proposal B: A proposal that will
draln $100 milllon out of Oakland
County the first year and $150 mil-
llon per year by the third year.

I'm too busy to vote: A tax in-
crease you wlll be paying the rest of
your life,

Doug Cruce,
state senrtar,
R-Troy
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Chipping in for common good”

BUSINESS SOMETIMES gets a
bad rap for belng what It is — bust.
ness. The connotation s that it is
cold and profit-driven, with Jittle
concern for the human slde of life.

Of course, most of (his isn't true.
Many businesses in our suburbs and
clsewhere strongly back the United

Thusadoy, Novambor 2, 1908 O4E
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Judith Doner
\y Berne

The d and its
ralsed $400 for the van and a six-:
month insurance premium, discount- |
ed through Tim Little of All-State In. H
surance in Canton, The couple waa.
also glven $200 to spend. N

*“'No transportation and no job — |
that’s nol a prerequisite for suc-:

Way and urge thelr cmp to
participate, rally for hollday and
emergency giving, and on a very lo-
cal level can be counted on to take
out that ad in the high school year-
book or to donate or

closer to the communitles,” said
Blockbuster spokeswoman Carolyn
Hakes.

food fer that PTA potiuck.

I was struck by three recent ex-
amplea of area business conteibuting
in varlous ways to the common good:

® Blockbuster Video, with loca-
tions throughout our suburbs, from
Garden Clty to Auburn Hills, now
has avallable without charge 40 vi-
deos focusing on real-llfe issucs such
as substance abuse, crime and per-
sonal health In 2 new community
service section.

Some are for kids, ranging from
“When Mom and Dad Break Up,” to
“Home Alone™ — a way for kids to
learn what to do in an emergency
and fun ways to spend thelr time —
to “"Where Did I Come From?”

Teens can get the lowdown on col-
lege from “College Survival Gulde"
and on love through: “How Can I Tell
I I'm Really In Love?"

Adults have a variety of options
from “Radon: A Homemaker's
Gulde" to “Breast Self-Examina.
tlon™ to "CPR ~ The Way to Save
Lives.”

“They decided to be a little differ-
ent, to sct aside these videos, to be

The service videos are
avallable free for three days to
members of local Blockbuster clubs.
Memberships are free, but must be
secured with a major credit card
and drlver’s license,

Community organizations that
have made videos and weuld like
more people to see them can also ap-
ply to have them put into the Block-
buster free library on a rotating ba-
sis, Hakes sald.

® Bob Saks Motormall-Jeep/Ea-
gle and its employees have given a
homeless couple the 1976 van in
which they had seeretly been llving
in the Farmington Hills dealership’s
back parking lot.

“Most people don't think of car
dealers as places with much of a
heart,” sald sales manager Steve Ra-
dulovich.

“The Initial reactlon was to calf
the police and get them out of here,”
Radutovich acknowledged. “Then we
realized that our emplnyees were
sneaking food back to them and kind
of adopted them."™

cess,” sald. “They got
themselves a fresh start.” ‘;
V

® On a slightly dlfferent tack, the !
new logo of the Birmingham-Bloom. «
field Chamber of Commerce is de- .
signed Lo mend some fences as well ;
as promote that community’s busi-
ness distriet. .

The logo — which deplets both a';
business and residential skyline —
gives equal play to the residential
and commercial districts, two areas .
that have waged turf wars in the not-

istant past.

The logo was designed to show the
Interdependence of the two, said
Karen Bota, who has made substan- -
tial changes In the directlon of the .
chamber since she became executlve '
director in Apri), 1988,

“It sums up what we're about,” .
she said. “Our goal Is to promote .
economlc stabllity and balanced :
community growth, To keep the :
commiunity healthy, we need both
:dem working together.”

es,

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Parent/teacher talks: valuable

1 don’t usually write to
pewspapers but my wife Is quite up-
set because our parent/teacher con-
Terence Is coming up and I am not
golng to be able to attend. My dangh-
ter is In the sixth grade and I bave
attended some conferences when she
was ia elementary school. My wife
usually updates me as to what oc-
curred at Lhe conference, I have an-
other commitment on the night of
the conference and do ot want to
mits (t, I'm not sure that golng to
every conference is necessary, May-
be I am off base and am feeling
guilty, In any case, 1 don't thiok it is
necessary to attend every coufer.
ence for your cklld, Am I right?

Yes it is Important to attend your
child's parent/teacher conference
for several reasons. When your
daughter wakes up the morning af-
ter the conference one of her peers is
golng to ask her if her parents were
at the conference last night. She will
say no. My dad had more impartant
business.

Certainly, after a few years, par-
ents do galn a general pattern of
what teachers say about their child
— whether the chlld is an all A stu-
dent or a C student. The mafor [ssue,
however, is the Interest you show In
your chlld’s education by taking time
from your schedule to subliminalty
pass on to her that she is most im-
portant in your life.

Parent/teacher conferences have
a certain pattern. At the elementary
school level, attendance tends to be
near maximum. At the middie
school level parent attendance drops
a bit then tends to fall off at the high
school level. Unfortunately, it is at

the high school level where teachers
desperately need to see certaln par-
ents who are no-shows,

Indeed, the real tragedy of par-
ent/teacher conferences is the par.
cnts who don't show up. Candldly,
the standard comment in the teach-
er's lounges the day after the confer-
ences is that those parents that you
least nced to see show up and those
parents that you most need to see
don't show up. A direct correlation
exists between parents of children”
who show up and parents of chlidren
who don't show up.

Generally, children of parents who
don’t show up bave more academic
and social adjustment problems.

Dr. James Doyle is an assistant
superintendent in the Troy School
District. The answers provided
here arc the opinions of Doyle
and not the Troy School District.
Questions for this column zhould
be sent to Doc Doyle ¢/o the Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.
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