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Blessing the animals

Blessing of Animals Is a tradition for children who attend
school St. Fabian. The event celebrates the Feast of St. Fran-
cis of Assis}, the patron Saint of the Bernardine Franciscan
Sisters who serve the school. The Rev. Norbert Kendzierski (at

lett) officiates at the proyer service which includes the faculty,
students, their parents and Ihl:lr pets. At right, Greg Ko-

zlowski and Jackie D

Housing developer
is elected to board

David A. Fons was elected to the
Michigan Manulactured Housing As-
saclation board of direclors by the
general membership in the annual
clection. His new position as an
N.MHA Director will help steer the
industry in such areas as leglslatlon,
insurance and liability, industry pro-
fessionalism, public relations and
marketing.

MMHA is a non-profit state trade
association representing the manu-
factured housing industries. It is a
division under the wmbrella of the
Michigan Manufactured Housing,
Recrcatlonal Vchicle and Camp-
ground Assoctation (MMH & RVCA)
headquartered tn Livonia.

Fons has been a manufactured
bousing retailer and broker since

dogs.

d they had look-alik 1974, and works for Quality Homes
in Farmington Hills. Currently Qual-

ity Homes has offices in 35 manufac-

Special children joined with families

Preservation of we family s an
inportant Issue for Catholle Soclal
Services. This is never more cvident
than in the Foster Care program of
the agencey.

Foster Care ls the temporary re-
moval of a child or children from the
wome of the parent for the mental
and/or physical health of the child,
Professional staff wark with the par-
ent and chlld to bring reconclllation
as soon as possible,

When Margle's parents died, her
brother, hls wifc and three chitdren
plus another male friend moved Into
the family home, which already
housed Margic and her five children.
The house was small. The adulls
abused alcohol and drugs daily.
Adult males slept in the same room
as the young girl children, and sexu-
ally molested them. The ‘house was
filthy. On the rare occasions the chil-
dren went to school, their clothes
and bodies were dirty. A school so-
cial worker notified Protectlve Ser-
vices, and they, in turn brought Cath-
olie Social Services into the picture.

At this point everyone In the house
Jeft — and left Margle with $3,000
worth of utility bills. In addition, the
court ordered her children to be
placed In temporary foster care.
With help and encouragement from
the agency staff, Margic cntered an
aleohol treatment program, got a
job at Tace Bell, and began to pay

off the bills. She was allowed to see
her children once a week under su-
pervision, Mcanwhlle the foster par-
ents took the children to regularly

a group alcohol and drug prevention
program, and saw to it that the chil-
dren went to school,

Margie stayed sober for onc and a
half years, paid off her debt, and
changed her behavlor. The court al-
towed her three girls to come home,
The boys were more Incorrigible, Fi-
nally, after another nine months of
separation and hard work, the whole
family was rcunited. They wlil be
seen by an agency worker periodi-
cally for another slx months as they
al) adjust to the new way of Jife.

THE FAMILIES who take in spe-
cial needs foster chlldren arc care-
fuily screened, trained, superv
and llcensed by the Soclal Serviees
stalf. The foster family Ls an integral
part of the plan for the chlld’s return
home. They assume temporary
parental responsibilitics Including
educatlon, visitation, medlcal and
counseling appointments.

Sometimes the child cannot return
hame. Parental rights arc terminat-
ed because the parent Is unwilling or
unable to change behavior and take
care of the child. In these instances
the child then becomes avallable for
adoptlon. These chitdren become
state wards. They may be physically

or emotlonally handicapped, mental-
Iy retarded, older, and/or a minari-
ty. Some may be part of a sibling
group of two or more who necd to be
placed together.

It takes a very special type of per-
son to be able to welcome some of
these children into the home. Pro-
spective adoptive parents partlel-
pate in a serics of group assessment
and evaluation mectings, which help
them to declde whether or not to
adopt, When assessments and home
studles are completed, familics are
ready for one or more children.

Families are found for the chil-
dren, Children arc not found for the
families.

Adoption and foster care lor spe-
clal nceds children require special
workers with specific skllls to make
sure that the children get the best
care available for them. Anyene in-
terested in exploring the possibility
of becoming a special needs foster
parent or adoptive parent, call
Joannc Blake at 333-3700.

All families, at times, have prob-
1ems. Often help from a third party
Is all that s needed to resolve diffi-
cultics. The United Way Agency,
provides substance abuse prevention
and treatment programs for chil
dren, teens, adults, and older adults.
Counsclors ¢an help familles set
goals and work toward attalning

Get
Organized
With

The Space

Planning
Specialists...

___Space
Organization
“We Wil Nol Be Underssia”
752-6690
680-9554

~l'vl\M facture custom Jaminate :lwu
A o odjustable and conne i any eoler.
+ Rire closet syatema Aow graiiable.
Your gcncmus “Torch Drive el e patnd your clostfor yne
donation can provide shelier p ket ot

and clothes for the homeless.

k{4
Welcommg Readbsards

nel,ghbors
is the least

oqztiit’zy
ga[;’céc.&

tgy the yur:/ or Custom Wade

Dnages & (Cornices
Wallpater

158 Rochester Road » 2 Blks. S. of 14 Mile Rd.
588-4130

Stpeovens

we cando

to mako now famlios feol

right at homo in our
Gnmng To Know You is
THE mar wolcoml A
servico that dolivers o g H
{rom sponsoring merchanls
and profossionals to now
homoownars tight atlor
1hoy mave in. Gelting To |

..an exciting new, bealthy diet plan

Know You programa can | . designed to help you lose pounds and
mla% nowdh\rl‘s?mu. ne‘\; g Smitaaip lmé‘lhem off vaydicl plarﬁhal
T door ow zals \ {(ET TO DOOQ orks,
your deor, 7 CATEZRIKG imagine having dellclumly h‘ﬂh
Lz nutritlonally balanced
carc{ully prepared with a gourmet Malr - dellvered to yuur hcmc or
office.
B Dict 1o Door Catering Is a simple, easy-to-use weekly plal an
> i lul:rlng 21 complete meals. Deliverics are made three times a
Week.
weLcomna [ Low Sodium. low holesteral and Hgh IR HGF,
NEWCOMERS clnA c«:hmbitmm 1 $10.%° off &
! vailable .
NATIONWIDE g For M, 1 One of our weekly plans
For sponsarshin detalls, call . or More 1 Reg.'85 win thia ad
(800) 646-6376 T esa s § p. 12304
1 Nor Yorl Stts (009) 1-800-822-3438 | Limit e per pemn

GRAND
OPENING

tured housing communities.

David Fons

MMH & RVCA exccutive board
which makes all the final decisions
for the association. He lives in
Farmington Hills with his wife, Mel-
inda, and their chlidren, Kelly and
Andrew,

Fons has developed several mo-
bile home communlties — mos! re-
cently Commerce Meadows in Wix-
om. lie became a member of MMHA
in 1966, the year he got invelved in
1he manufactured housing industry.

Fons is also a member of the

those goals.
For help in Farmington, call 471-
0.
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Create Your Oown
Bathing Suit!

Computerized
swimwear
custom made

in a few days to
fit and flatter
your body.

Select just the right
fabric and pattern
from over

100 choices.
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Sota & Love Seat
Also Available in
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Halsled Place

an exceptional senior residence

A Beautiful New Apartment Residence in Farmington Hills
Offenng Exceptional Features and Services

v Fine
Services®

‘
Special :
Features*®

* wonderful meals scrved in 1} » well-designed, fully carpctcd

our dining room S apartments
 special diet preparation Ea * walk-in closcts & personal
¢ housekeeping scrvices “Grow old along with me: storage

e linen & towel service

® daily activities & social events
¢ scheduled transportation

* beauty parlor/barber shop
* daily pharmacy delivery

* guest dining privileges

* modem, alf clectric kitchens
® ceramic tile bath(s) with
safety rails
« individual controlled heat
& afr conditioning
* 24 hr; emergency call system
* {ull security & safety system

the best is yet to be. .
Browning

*this is not a complele listing

One and Two Bedroom Apartment Suites Available.

Please call today and arrange a visit: 489-8988
Madel Open: Monday-Friday, 9-5 and- Weekends, Noon- 5
29451 Halsted Road (Halsted Road at 13 Mile Road) » Farmmgton Hnils




