Behind the Soenes in Milwaukee

Exciting things are happening
concerning our environment and
growing things. In September I at-
tended the annual Garden Writers
Assoclation of America meeting in
the vital city of Mllwackee, Wis. The
Indians called It Millloki, a gather-
ing place by the waters — and It [s
truly a beautlful city.

At these meetings we combine
bustness with pleasure and are privi-
liged to visit areas of publle facllt-
tles that the casual visltor can't sce.
For Instance, we saw the “behind the
scenes” workings of the Mitchell
Park Domes, fondly called the Tri-
Domes. The Domes, set amangst
acres of formal plantings, form a
conservatory.

They are joined by a bustling lob-
by. Each glass dome Is almost half
the length of a football fleld and
nearly as tall as a seven story build.
ing. They are at 524 S. Layton Blvd.

The Troplcal Dome contains
plants from troplcal rain forests;
The Arld Dome contains plants na-
tive to arid regions of the world; and

the Night Before Christmas”. . . a
fantasy well worth the visit. Includ-
ed wlil be many, many polnsettias,

The most interesting part was to
go below these huge structures and
sce the bollers and other machlnery
that keep the proper climatic condi-
tlons for cach dome.

Another day we visited the

the (hird, the Show Dome, features Boerner Botanleal Gardens (92nd
speclile foral exhiblts flve times o and Hales Corners), toured the All-
year, When we vislted, a breathtak-  America selections area, the formal
ing Chinese garden was a delight. gardens and the rose garden. A
1,000-acre arboretum Includes many

UPCOMING spectal exhibits are:  trees and shrubs for enjoying. These
through Nov. 12, A Vlennese cale areas are also used for research and
with of chr ducati
on display; and Nov. 23 through Jan.
7, a wonderful display called “T'was

It was a special treat to stop at an
inner-city garden to see what can be

done with foresight and hard work.
The arca had been cleared for wban
rencwal, plans were changed, 50 the
garden was begun. This s a
Mllwaukee County University Ex-
tenslon Project. Sloce Milwaukee s
a clty of many cultures, the garden
instructions are printed in Hmong,
Loation, Spanish and English, We
could scnse the pride of the gentle-
man with whom we spoke.

The Farmers Market in Madlson
was a unlque experience with many
vendors all around the capito) bulld-
ing. Yes, 1 did bring home some Wls-
consln cheese.

We vislted, lwo wildflower fields
and wetlands, onc in Madison and
the other at the Wehr Nature center,
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“THEY DON'T BUILD QUALITY HOMES LIKE
THIS ANY MORE...BUT WE DO.”
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Over 300
Luxury attached/detached condominiums
nestled in 90 acres of beautiful wooded area.
Phase! — Close Oul $ale
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Starting at s 144 ,900

Standard features include:

natural fireplaces, st floor laundry, Menllat cabi-
nets & Weathervane Windows.
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medrl on felt e

s,

Broners Weicome

Open Mon.-Fri. 1-7
,Sat. &Sun. 12-6

Call 474-1060

—/

LIVONIA - Four bedroom, 3% bath coionk-
al, Nautra) docor, floldstone fireplace In
tamity room, ro¢ room, sauna. Feaced
yard, maintenance free oxterlor, attached
garage. $154,000. 842-0703

FARMINGTON HILLS - Four bedroom co-
lonlal nestied on a larga trood lot with in-
ground swimming pool, Backing to a prl-
vate 10 acre lot. Hardwood Moors, Florlda
room, 2% baths are just a few of the fea-
tures. Great Fammington Hllls sddress. £53-8700
$160,000. 653-8700

WEST BLOOMFIELD - New constructl;

with lake priviieges, Contemporary 2 siory.
Kitchen has European style cabinets. Co-
ramic foyor. High efficlency furnace. Large
wood deck overlooking extra doep fot,
Sido enirance garago, $168,000. 642-0703

FARMINGTON HILLS - Spacious, beautiful
4 bodroom cofanlat on & cul-de-sac 36,
Ubrary, famlly room, finishod iowor lavet.
Large dack and patlo overiooklng Com-
mons. $214,900, 553-8700

FARMINGTON HILLS - Lots of room in thia
baaulitul 4 bedroom home. Full basement,
tamily room, library, huge foyer, closals
palora. Lovoly iroed yard, very privato
dock, $224,900, 553-3700

THONPSON-BROWN

PNCCARMINGTON HILLS  BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMAIELD
553-8700 . 642-0703

FARMINGTON HILLS
country, custiom area. Spacious, like new
condition with 3 {or 4) belirooms, 2%
baths, famlly room, basement, 2% car ga-
rago, poasible 1at fioor laundry. $120,000.

261-5080
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§y down to earth

located close to Bocrner Botanical
Gardens and Whitnall Park. We
learned that once a ‘year the wild-
flower meadows are burned to con-
trol unwanted species and to encour-
age natlve plants to thrive.

TWO THINGS [rom the trip stand
out in my mind and are so impartant
to our future. The first was a visit to
the Blotron at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison was certainly an
eye-opener. Here we saw potatoes
and mushrooms that had been grown
In a controlled atmosphere for space
agriculture,

The building has 100 environmen-
tally controlled enclosures including
48 roama of up to 270 square feet in
size, We, of course were Interested in
the plants, but the Biotron Is also a
research facility for pharmacy, on-
cology and zoelogy for private indus-
try as well as university studies. It is
a fascinating place that you can visit
if prior arrangements are made.

e second, a program called
“Don't Bag It,” practiced in a Dallas
nelghborhood and conducted by Tex-
as A&M University with the cooper-
atlon of Toro Products, piqued my
interest.

Sclccted famllies allowed Lheir
grass to reach a helght of three inch-
s, Then, they mowed it regutarly to
a helght of two inches. The cllpplngs
were not bagged, but remalned on
the lawn to be compacted back into
the soll. This idca sounds llke a
winner to me.

1F YOUR organization is intcrest-
ed In recelving more informatlen,
please write to: Randall L. Upshaw,
District Executive Director, Texas
A&M University Research & Exien-
ston Center, 17360 Coit Road Dallas,
Texas 75252-6599. Include a $5
check made out to TAEX Acct.
420182,

“The program was a great success
and I'm sure more people will be-
come involved next year because the
saw the green and healthy lawns of
the particlpants. This is one small
way we can eliminate using plastic
bags and help our world in the pollu-
tion fight without much effort.

A final note: the GWAA Award of
the Year was given to Lady Bird
Johnson and Carlton Lees, alung
with the National Wildfiower Re-
search Center for their book “Wild-
flowers Across America”

Gallery Crawl planned

Art Ventures, an art appreciation
group sponsared by Paint Creek Cen-
ter for the Arts of Rochester, plans a
Gallery Craw! In Birmingham on
Wednesday, Nov. 8.

‘The group will see the new exhibi-
tlons at galleries on Townsend and

North Woodward and have lunch at
Panuche in downtown Birmingham.

For information on and reserva-
tions for the Gallery Crawl, call
Paint Creck Center by Friday, 651-
4110,
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