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Mayar’s talk spurs school sidewalk vote
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By Suo Buck
stalt writor

From the mouths of babes comes
the wisdom of ages.

Highmeadow Common Campus’
75 third graders came out to the Oct.
23 cily council meeting as part of
thelr project on Farmington-Farm-
ington Hilts history.

The subject was sidewalks. All

Elizabeth Lawrence represented
the positive view of sidewalks, “It's
casler and safer to walk on slde
walks. It's casler to cross the street
when there are sldewalks; when you
ride your blcycle, sidewalks are us-
able, you won't nced to walk on other
people’s grass and older people can

get around.
“We worked hard," sald Law-
d the

three third grade classes
investigated the tssue.

On Oct. 12, Mayor Terry Sever vis:
fted and spoke to the whole school en
this year's theme, eitizenshlp. That's
when he suggested the students re-
search a pertinent local issue.

‘Through skils, posters and small
groups that the students formed
themselves, they dug for Informatlon
and took a schoolwlde vote. The re-
suli: 241 for sldewalks, 39 agalnst.

Teachers Carol Apol, Karen Flelsh
and Vicki Shaw assisted.

Highmeadow third graders Mike Basford,
Meghan Fay, Elizabeth Lawrence, Carly Kauf-
man, Karen Berger, Kim O'anna and Ari

Shwayder

Grant sought for park building

Farmington Hills is applylng for a
matching state grant to build a com-
fort station-concession bullding at
Ploneer Park.

The city councll autharized the
grant appllcation to the Department
of Natural Resources Monday. Fl-
nancial ald Is sought through the
“Project Michigan's Future” recre-
ation bond program.

The city would tap its parks mll-
lage to pay for its share of the
$110,000 project. Grants up to 50
pcrccnt are available.

A buildlng simllar to the new com-
fort statfon at Heritage Park is
belng consldered. Plonecr Park al-
rcady contalns the necessary water
and sewer line leads.

‘The nelgboring Wiltowbrook Com-
mons Homeowners Associatlon sup-
ports the proposal. Currently, port-a-
Jjohns arc used at Pioneer Park.

Pioneer Park (s a 15-acre athletic
site on Farmington Road, north of 13
Mile. It Includes lwo soccer fields
and two bascball ficlds,
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AT THE subscqueni city council
meetlng, students displayed 2
“thumbs-up for sldewalks banner”
proclaiming their vote.
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trees and gilts piled high.
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a 10-Speed Bleycle

Wine, Liquor & Gift Baskets
Party Planning Spectalists Since 1973

rence, about the profect.
Carly Koufman t

negative side of the sldewnlk lssue.
“Here are some of the reasons that
we thought of agalnst sldewalks.
They're expenslve, taxes will have to
be ralsed, not everybody will use
them but everybody has to pay for
them, sldewalks can get lcy and
damaged and who's responsible for
maintaining them.”

THE STUDENTS then preseated
letters o Sever about what they
would do If they were mayor:

Cascy Lowe [elt more parks were
needed and suggested a huge bake
sale to raise the money.

Matt Temkin felt 100 acres of
parks would be just about right and

that could be donated to witdlife.

Skxty percent of the students told .
Sever the ‘mayor should simply

“salve all the problems and answer’
all the questions,” Other suggestlons

Includcnr‘ "work hard and lower tax-*

cs.”

After talking with their parents, .

the students also sald the cily should *

deal with the flooding issue (“IU's

been a problem for 10 years™); lm-
prove road traffic ("It takes 40 min.

utes (o get to my plano lesson™); and
developers should strive to prescrve '

the wetlands.

Kristin Horton and Kelly Brickner

summed it up with their poem, “If 1
Were Mayor*:

If Teere Magor,
't make a tot of choices,
and then what I'd de is,

I'd listen to voices.

And then we'd all talk it over
and we'd get the results

i1 the month of October,
And at the next meeting,
we'd talk a ot more

and when it was over,

walk out the door,
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You Helped Build It.

H.A
SMi

28575 Grand River Avenue near Middlebelt

MBER

FAMILAAOUNDED GANLLE A WANAGEQ Sn 1 $it

Farmington Hills 474-6610
VioRre Yeur Bumnes 2 ACETeCiated 373 Girangers Are Orv, 5 E Maven ThAer
Hours. Monday-Ff riday 7.30 - 5 20; Salul 800 - 430

EVIRYDHY Of ITems FOR YOUR noma

<Comforters
. Bedtptead:
*Wallpaper

*Qustom Blind B
" ’-I!nlh Rooessorierf

oToss Plllowy
*Placemats
*Ready Meade

oVertioal Blinds
*Shower Curtains
*Bath Towels

*Mil End and
Unolaimed

‘Ouitalns . “Gustom Draperies




