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The courtyard of this West Bloomficld home was built by Brickscape to complement the brick arches that were already in place.
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Who are the major mortgage lend-
ers in metro Detroit and why?

Standard Federal Bark, Flrst Fed-
eral of Michlgan and Comerlca
Bank-Detrolt led the way In terms of
total amount loaned and number of
mortgages lssued during August.

According to figures provided by
Lawyers Title Insurance Corp:

® Standard Federal, headquar-
tered In Troy, recorded 1,593 mort-
gages durlng the month with an ag-
gregate vatue of $94.5 milllon,

® Flrst Federal of Michigan,
based in Detrolt, logged 626 mort-
gages with an aggregate value of
$42,8 million.

¢ Comcrica Bank-Detrolt,
recorded 870 mortgages with an ag-
gregate value of $27.3 million,

All of those mortgages were for
$250,000 or less and the great major-
ity were on restdentlal property,

Slnce the August survey, Comerica
has consolldated Detrolt, Ann Arbor
and Comerica Mortgage Corp. oper-
ations Into one entity — Comerlca
Mortgage Corp. — and acqulred
Bloomficld Mortgage.

1f those branches had been Includ-
ed as one cntlty by Lawyer's Title,
Comerica’s totaly for August would

have been 1,070 mortgages with an
aggregate value of $41.4 milllon.

THE THREE pace-seiters scem to
have two clements In common -
tongevily in the flnancial services
business to bulld a reputation and
tots of branches in which to draw
customers,

Michael Lubig, vice president and
manager of the mortgage depart-
ment for Standard Federal, said he
antlclpates that his bank will ap-
proach $850 million In mortgoge
loans this year,

“First, we have a very good
branch network {60) that blankcts
the communlty we serve," Lublg
aid. That makes It convenient to fil-
Ing mortgage appllcatlons,

“Number two is the speed at
which the customer gets a response
back,” Lublg said.

“Now, between when a customer
comes In and files an application and
when we'ro ready lo close on the
mortgage has been running . . . 15,
15% calendar days.

“THE LAST thing Is price, he
sald. “For a lot of customers, that's
most important. Standard Federal 1s
very, very compelitive as far as
rates and fees,”

Please turn to Pogo 8

By Doug Funke
stalf writor

oncrete's strong grip in sub-
dlvisions may be sllpplng.

Brick patlos, brick slde-

walks and even brick drive-

area In terms of sales and employ-
ces.

The other major player, Brick-
scape In Northvllle, Is owned by Joc
and Dlane DIRado,

“A LOT of people are looklng for
elezant, different,” Dlanc

ways are
popular with homeowners cven
though brick landscaplng generally
costs two to three tlmes as much as
conerete,

“We do 500 houses a year here,”
sald Mike Soullicre, who owns Soul-
llere Decorative Stone of Utica with
his brother, Roger.

“{Homeowners) are looking for
that cute little patio or walkway. It's
more decorative, more durable,”
Mike sald. “What they're looking for
is a style of brick to fit with the
house.

“Pcople are tired of concrete and
the gray look. They're tired of
cracks,” he said.

Soulltere s recognlzed as the larg-
est brick landscaper in the Detrolt
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sald, “People are getting tired of
looklng down the subdlvislon and
seelng wood deck after wood deck or
concrete patlo after concrete patio.”

“People like the look of brick. It's
very rich looking and it’s a fong-last-
In[l;dsystvm it installed properly,” Joe
sald.

‘The concept of brick tandscaping,
fairly new In thls country, was im-

In the business in 1984,

“ALL JOBS are done diffcrently. I
don’t think we've done two alike
cver,” DIRado said.

“We're really pushing Into deck
guys,” Soulliere sald. "Number one,
you don’t have eracking. Number
two, you don't need permits.”

No permits means no Inspections
and no assessment Increases en the
property, unless the local assessor

littlc patio or walkway."

“The brick I3 not made for belng
in the ground,” he said, “They throw.
them in the ground witbout thinking -
of pitehing (for drainage). Molsture
gets [n, they shatter.”

Lesson No. 2 — mortar isn't used
in brick landscapling Jobs.

DiRado described the process;

“First you excavate an area. Then
you [nstall a base of slag gravel and
sand — six Inches for patios and

upon an Imp!

But we're getting ahcad of our-
selves,

First, bricks used for patios, side-
walks and driveways arcn't the same
kind of bricks used on houses,

1 ricks g ly are

ported from Canada.
here started showing interest after
brickworks were displayed at a
Homearama about five years ago,
Soullicre sald.

Both DIRado and the Soullieres
had been In the plant landscaping

formed by pressurizing concrete and
concrete aggregate using less water
than regular concrete. Bricks used
on bulldings generally are made of
clay.

Often people have bricks left over
from a home job, Soul-

buslness and taught
brick landscaping. Both also started

tclicopter fanding pad.

llere sald. “They say, ‘Let’s bulld a
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lay bricks one at a time. You lay
them hand tight.

“You put 2 concrete edging
around the surface. Thea you run a
compactor over Lhe surface that
sweeps sand between the joints at
the same time,” DiRado sald.

The vibration of the compactor
and the sand tighten the bricks.

Soulliere picks up the narratlve:

“You have to follow specifications
in dolng interlocking (brick) paving.
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