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Pirates no pushover
for top-rated Hawlks

By Bob Stabbins
staff writer

ﬂlvcrvluw olten brought eight men to the lne of
and played a great deal of man-to-man cov-

The road to the Sliverdome is golng to be a tougher
one (o travel this year for the Farmington Hills Harrl-
son football team.

The Hawks took the first step Saturday with a hard.
fought, 23-7 vlctory over Riverview In a Class B playoff
game at Harrison.

The game was closer than the flnal scare might indi-
cate as the Plrates had the ball and an opportunity lo
score the tying touchdown with just aver three minutes
to play.

Tralllng 147, Riverview got the ball on s own 21-
yard line with 3:08 remalning In the fourth quarter.

On first down, the game’s most important play tock
place. Pirate recelver Brett McCartney got open at the
Hawks' 40 but dropped a well-thrown pass from quar-
terback Scott Czopek.

Harrison defenslve back Scott Ratsos provided tight
coverage on the play, and the Riverview coaches felt it
might have been too tight.

“(Ratsos) had hls back (o the recelver,” Riverview
coach Don Lessner sald. “The guys in the box thought It
was interference. We would have had the ball on thelr
35 with three minutes left.”

Hawks' coach John Herrington saw it differently,
stating “I dldn't think It was (interference).’”

Harrison leed the win two plays later when defenslve
cnd Matt Sperry intercepted a Czopek pass and returned
it 21 yards for a touchdown with 2:39 left. Tackle Blazo
Sarcevlch caused the miscue by hittlng Czopek just as
he released the ball.

Harrlson completed the scering with 1:26 remainlng
when Sarcevich sacked Czopek for a safety. Sarcevich
was the star for Harrison, 13 s0lo
tackles and asslsting on two others.

The entire Hawk defense domlnated all game long,
holding the visitors to 122 yards in total offense. The
delense was particolarly stingy agalnst the run, limliting
the ground-oriented Plrates to 13 yards on 28 carries.

"We couldn’t run at all,” Lessner sald.

Harrison, however, used its runnlng game to jump out
to an early lead. The Hawks took Lhe opening kickoff
and drove 91 yards for a score, with 52 of the yards
coming from the ground game.

Quarterback AMill Coleman completed the march by
running it In from 38 yards out on a quarterback sweep.
Steve HU's extra polnt made It 7-0 with 30:21 left in the
opening quarter.

Harrison controlled the remalnder of the half, out-
galning the Plrates 229-24 but was unable to put any
more points on the board. A strong, gusiing wind and an
altacking Riverview defense kept the high-seoring
Hawks aff the scoreboard.

erage In the secondary. The Pirates switched defensive
looks throughout the game but did not get away from
what they usually run.

“We didn't change anything dclcmivcly. Lessner
sald, “We played some man; we pl some zone, It
really docsn t phase (Coleman) at all He is a phenome-

nal passer,”

Herrington thought playlng man-to-man coverage
was an Intelllgent idca.

“It is smart playlng man in condltions Hke this,” he
sajd. “You don’t have to take many chances getting beat
decp because the ball floats when you do get deep.”

The Hawks Increased thelr Iead on their flrst posses-
sion of the second half, driving 63 yards on seven plays
o move the scorc to 14-0 with 6:03 left in the third
quarter. Gary Devine culminated the drive by sweeping
into the end zone around left end from six yards cut.

Down 14 points and unable to run the football, River-
view resorted to the passing game and the chnngc was
somewhat effective.

Helped along by a personal foul penalty after the
drive appearcd stopped, the Plrates moved the balt
from thelr 46 down to the Harrison 4. However, an ilte-
gal procedure penalty and a quarterback sack by Cres
Gove stymicd the Pirates, and Riverview turncd the
ball over on downs at the 18.

On its next possession, Rlverview finally got on the
scorcboard on a 6-yard run by Darren Donathan,
touchdown drive took only four plays, the key one belng
a 41-yard, halfback-option pass from Kevln Jenkins to
McCartney,

The resulling extra poiat made the score 14-7 with
?ills':cil in the !ourth quarter and sct up the exciting

nls|

Harrison rushed lar 222 yards durlng the game, in-
cluding 113 on 14 carries by Coleman. Tallback Matt
Contey chipped in 89 yards on 18 attempts. Through the
air, Coleman was 10-of-18 for 116 yards and two inter-

- ceptions.

Joe George (10 tackles), Devine (10) and Steve Hill (9)
all had big days defensively for the Hawks,

Lessner was impressed by the team that knocked his
club out of the playofis for the sccond stralght year, but
he would not say whether this ycar's version is better
than last scason's club.

*John {(Herrington} docs a great job with this team,”
he satd. "Colcman’s better than he was a year ago, but I
can't say (about the team) because I've only seen them
this one time."

The Hawks will get a chance to continue to prove
their mettle next Saturday when they take on Allen
Park In a second-round game.
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Harrlson quarterback Mill Coleman breaks a
tackle during Saturday's 23-7 romp over Rlver-

view. Coleman led the Hawks to victory, rush-
ing for 113-yards on 14 corries.

Raiders unbeaten; Falcons set records

North Farmington completed an
unbeaten dual-meet scason in glrls
swimming Thursday with its 129.37
victory over vislting Westtand John
Glenn,

The Raiders won the Lakes Dlvi-
slon championshlp with a 5-0 record
and linished with a 9-0 overall state,

“We're very happy about that,”
North coach Pat Duthte said of the
perfect season, “The girls at North
have never done that, and it comes
on the heels of the boys doing that
last year.

“The last couple scasons have
been very nlce. The kids deserve

what they've accomplished this sea-

son, because they've worked very
hard for it.”

The Ralders alse will be consid-
ered the favorite to win the Western
Lakes Activitles Associntion meet
later thls week. Preltminaries are
Wednesday, dlving Thursday and fl-
nals Friday at Plymouth Salem.

“It puts the pressure on,” Duthle
sald, “But it's time to swim fast, so
we'll see what we can do, The com-
petition will be keen; It always s

Kerry Doran and Christle Duthle
were on both winnlng relay teams
Thursday and also won Individual

events,
Kristen Celko, Doran, Duthie and
Karrie Kranz won the medley relay
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Vikkl 8samons (lolt) of North Farmington has averaged 11%
rebounds In recent gomes and was a factor on the boards in

North'c 44-36 vict, qry 'l’hurldly.

*

in 1:59.6, and Carrie Worthen, Doran,
Amy Duthle and Christie Duthie
completed the freestyle relay in
3:50.22.

Christic Duthle later won the 500
frecstyle in 5:19.58, and Doran cap-
tured first place in the backstroke at
1:07.67.

Celko and Kranz had Indlvidual
wlns, too, Celko won the Indlvidua)
medley (2:33.88) and Kranz the
breastatroke (1:18.43).

In other events, North's Julianne
Markey was {irst [n the 50 freestyle
(27.10), Michelle Starys won the dlv-
ing with 173,75 polnts and Anna
Palmer won the butterfly (1:09.95).

By Dan O'Moara
staft writor

Trylng to prevent Eve Claar and
Kim Gurecki from scoring polnts is

Glenn swimmers won the 200 and
100 {reestyles. Dawn Wensko swam
2:12.84 In the former and Laurle
Trosen 1:01.61 In the latter.

FARMINGTON SWIMMERS sct
two school records and quallfled
both relays for the state meet Thurs-
day despite losing 180-71 to host
Plymouth Salem.

Tanya Slicker posted a record
252.45 palnts to win the diving, and
Katle Hohl swam 54.90 to break Kim
Pouge's record (set in 1985) in the
100 freestyle. Hohl also was on both
relay teams.

Hahl, Missy Kendall, Nicole Gera-
towski and Jill Hawklns won the

‘baseball

L

trylng to do the

That's why Nocth Farmington is
15-3 this year and In the semifinals
of the Western Lakes Actlvities As-
soclatlon glrls basketball tourna-
ment,

Claar and Gurecki comblned for
37 points Thursday as the Ralders
trimmed host Walled Lake Western
44-38 {n the flrst round,

“I've secn every top team In the
county, and they have the best
backeourt in the county,” Western
coach BI St. John sald. “I don’t
think anybody touches them In what
they do for their team.

“Everybody knows (hey're golng
tobeds pcm:nl of thelr total output,
but you can't stop them.”

The Raiders, cochamplons ‘of the
Lakes Divislon, will play host to
Western Divislon winner Plymouth
Canton at 730 p.m. Tuesday, The fi-
nal i3 scheduled for 8 p.m. Saturday
at Plymouth Salem.

CLAAR SCORED a game-high 21
polnts, which included a pair of
triples, and Gureckl, who made flve
free throws at the end to seal the
victory, 16. Center VIkkl Scamons
added five polnts.

Laura Call had 10 polnts to lead
the Warrlors, !0~1. Apru Blanton
added elght pol
ka and Ho!ly Hulcr alx aplece,

Every opposing team knows

nt’&foobz enlor, and Claar,

Manbe Kosmat-

a 5-foot-7 junior, are golng to take
the majority of shols and North is
golng to sink or swim on (helr of-
Iense. But defenslng two players
{sn't as casy as it might scem, as
thelr combined 35 polnts-per-game
average attests,

“We've scen every defense Imagi-
nable Lhls year, but the kids just get
the job done,” North coach Greg
Capling said,

“Kim Gurecki has had one hella-
clous year for us. Sho's done every-
thing a coach could ask. She lcads
the team In steals, assists and Is 10th
in the county in acoring.”

The one thing Gurecki, who aver-
ages 15% polnts, hadn't done well of
late was shoot frea throws, making
30 percent in the previous four
games, Capling sald. But she was 6-
of-8 Thursday and 5-0f-8 in the final
minute, glving the Ralders thelr big-
gest lead of the night at 44-34 with
37 seconds remalning.

St. John, nnuclpaung another big
night by Gumckl and Claar, figured

the Warrlors could win if thoy held”

those two under 40 polnts and shot 42
percent themselves, Western met the
first criteria but hit lexs than 35 per-.
cent of its fleld-goal altempts,

“WE MISSED 11 layu
you golug to do?” St. John eald, re-
ferring ln, {he poor percentage. “You

ps; what are |

medley relay in 1:59.56, and It was
Hohl, Kendall, Hawkins and Laura
Hryczyk winning the freestyle relay
in 3:50.87.

“We had some outstanding perfor-
mances,” Farmington coach Ross
Bandy said. “I'm just thrilled to
death. The ones who've been loyal
over the last four years are reaplng
the rewards.

“It was the last shot for the 200
medley relay to qualify. I expected It
of the {reestyle relay; it was just a
matter of time."

Kendall and Hawkins also had In-
dividual victories. Kendall won the
butterfly with a 1:06.48 tlme and
Havekins the S0 freestyle In 26.65.

Just don't do that against North
Farmington.

“We dld what we wanted to (fn
holdIng the North duo under 40) and
we dldn't let the others beat us, but
‘we missed some shots.”

North jumped in front 6-0 when
the diminutive Gurecki dodged be-
tween the taller Western defenders
for a pair of layups. Hlistorically,
that was crucial to the Ralders hav-
Ing a goed game, according to Capl-
Ing.

“We needed to get off to a good
start,” he said. “It’s boen llke that all
year, In the three games we lost, we
got off to an extremely slow atart.

“(The layups) opened things up.
She's extremely quick and she knifes
through the defense. It's designed for
her and If 1t's open she goes for it.”

Claar's outslde shooting gave the
Ralders an 18-12 lead in the second
quarter, but Western rallied behind
:he scoring of Call, Miller and Blan-

on,

The Warrlors wers within four, $0-
286, at the end of three quarters, and
the action really heated up when
Mlller sank a layup to make It $6-3¢
midway In the final period.

NORTH, WHICH never trailed,
went up 39-34 on Claar's layup and
free throw, and the Raldera spread
the floor and forced Westemn to foul,
{:amdlnz to Gurecki's clinching frec

WS,

While Gurecki and Claar do most
of the scoring, the Ralders have ob-
viously plx;ied well In other phases

Salem won {ive indlvidual events,
including Cheri Vincent's school-
record swim in the 100 backstroke.
She broke her own record with a
1:03.27 time.

Julle Hickey and Kristen Stack-
poole helped the Rocks carly in the
meet with victories In the 200 free-
style and individual medley. Hickey
went 2:1049 in the former and
Stackpoole 2:26.60 in the latter.

Jane Seldelman and Megan An-
drews added two morc wins for Sa-
lem later In the meet. Seldelman
swam the 500 freestyle in 5:59.6 and
Andrews the breaststroke In 1:16.67.

ynamic duo paces North

of the game, also.

“All the other kids have played ex-
tremely well for me and have ac-
cepled their roles on the (eam,”
Capling sald. “They know who's
golng to do the scoring, who's going’
to play the defense, who's golng to.
get the rebounds, T

*'A big key to our success has been,
defense,” he added, ““We've only glv-+
en up 38 points a game, and not:
belng 2 blg team that's exceptional.” |

The smaller Raidera rebounded.
surprisingly well against their blg-.
ger opponeal. Seamons, a S-fool-10}
senlor who has averaged 11tk re--
bounds in the last four games, and
Amy Post were leaders in that re-
gard, and Claar and Gurecki gnb-
bed their share of rebounds, too.

“They were cheating on our No. 2
guard and da: us to shoot,” St,
John said. “They were positioning to
rebound before the shot was ever,
taken,

“They totally boxed my kids out.”
1t's not athletic ability as much as it
Is positioning. Short people can re-
bound as long as they're smart."”

With the WLAA title no longer a
possibllity, the Warriors are looking -
ahead to the district tournament, ac-*
cording to St. John. :

“Our goal at the beginning of the'.
scason was the district and region:
8" be sald, “We've won two dis.

tricts {n a row, and our goal this year
Is to go to the reglonal (lml. It biaw .
you finish, not h;'w you




