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That Sales man
Soupy is still making them laugh

By Shirleo Ross Iden
staff wrlter

reigned as the area’s top-rated tele-
vision

Anyone who was a kid In the 1960s
in Michigan probably had tunch with
Suupy Sales.

1 beeame a hero when kids began
cating veggles,” sald Sales, a lanky,
salt and pepper-balred comedic star
of radio, televislon, comedy and
nightclubs who once relgned as the
king of comedy on Detroit television.

As one fan from out of the past
ventured: “He threw more pies in
wiore faces and did more In the slap-
stick vein than anyone around in
these days.

“But what delighted us fans about
Soupy is that he didn‘t take himself
serlously.”

Giuesstimations set the pievin-the-
face number as around 19,000, give
or take a few coconut cream or lem-
on

Sales, who was born Milton Hines
in Franklington, N.C., said he is al.
running into parents who were
kids" way back then.

"I knew all along that half the peo-
ple liked me and ha)f hated me,” he
said.

Scheduled to play at Joey’s Come-
dy and Sports Emporium in Allen
Park Wednesday, Nov. 8 through
Saturday. Nov. 11, Sales acknow}-
eidged he'll have to be prepared for
anything, including the weather.

"MICHIGAN ALWAYS did have a
great deviee for getting rid of snow

it's called July.” he quipped.

Commenting on Detroit's recent
red hot Devil's Night, the comedtan
said, "l live in New York City where
nothing can burn. Here, they're just
out mugging and stabbing cach
other.”

While most people believe Sales, a
Detroit fixture for so long, was a na-
live, he answers those who ask:
“Well, 1 wasn’t born in Detroit, but I
ted there a couple of times,™

Arriving in town as Soupy Hines,
his first adjustment came when John
Pival, general manager at Channel
7, who discovered him, decided his
name might conflict with food prod-
ucts (such as Heinz) and dubbed him
“Sales.”

Tn 1957 1 legally became Soupy
Sales, In court” he sald.

Sales” fantastlc television success
in Detroit began in 1953 and lasted
about seven years. For a while, he
was starred in an unprecedented 11
hours of TV time each week and

v We Need
Volunteers Who
Love Happy
Campers!

Sun Deer* campers are
Nappy campers and It's no
wander because most
severely asthmatic kigs are
forced to spena thelr
SUMIMEL> INCO0TS At Camg
Sun Deer® asthmatic kigs
ages 912 participate in
Avartety of outdoor
activities but they can't do
Itwithout your help, The
limitations and doubts they
face can be giminished by a
volunteer who cares. Your
partictpation at Camp sun
Deer* can make all the
difference in an asthmatic
chlid's summer.
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“Once 1 signed 7,200 autegraphs in
one sessicn,” ke recalled.

- with Soupy Szles” was one
of his greatest mphs. Mothers

kis “Soupy Sales Show™into LA's No.
1 teievision offering. Two sons were
bora to Sales and his wife in Califor-

nia.
Over the years fans have seen the
dian in ni

everywhere Bad to toe the mark,
serving up the lunch oo Sogpy's
blackboard if they wanted their kids
to eat. A Saturday sooatime version
wukpu-ked up oa the ABC-TV oet-
work.

SALES GREW UP ia Huaucges,
. Va. (to be near bis motter), where
be first became iaterested in
dramatics in high school. He earned
2 journalism degree at Marshall
University ard lacded a $20 a week
Job as a radio seript writer at a
small Huatingtes staticn

Evenirgs e would cftez dnve 52
miles to do his comedy shows for $15
anight.

“The experience was 1avatuatle”
he said.

Diverted by World War II, Sales
served in the US. Navy azd took
partin the lavasice of Okinawa

“Tfourd a way to beat the A
be 52id. “I joioed the Navy."

After scoring as a top-r.
jockey, be vestured to televis:
in 1950 his “Soupy’s Soda Sxop™ bew
came the eatica's first te
teenage dance program.

Sales parlayed Lis seven years of
success in Delreit to a rmove to the
West Coast in 1950 There ke bwlt

. 0D game
shows and on TV's “Bloopers and
Practical Joke” where he has made
regular appearances.

ON HIS RETURN to the metro
area, he will rebearse a Channel 20
appearance thay will mark his dra-
matic debtt on the alr in “Monsters™
as a guest star.

Five years ago,-Sales sold a2
screenplay to Warner Brothers with
a small part written in for himself,

o far, 1t’s not been done, but 1
¢:d sell it ke sald, adding that he
still Ropes it will be produced.

He also would like do a situation
comedy or his own show again.

“Television should be a great me-
dizm for escape and relaxation,” he
said. “There should be more live pro-
gramming and amateur shows.
We've got to give something back.
How many pews shows can you air?”
“The problem s TV stopped being
estertainment when salesmen took
over the television business in 1960.”

Kales peers back on a colorful ca-
reer, while looking forward: “What's
been wonderful has been that I've
doze what 1 wanted to do,” he said.

£ 10 johs they doa't want to go to. I
will work anywhere and I love it

COMEDY CLUBS

Soupy Sales,
once the king
ol television
comedy in the
Detroit area,
will be back in
town for ap-
pearances st
Joey's Comedy
and Sport Em-
porium in Allen
Park this week.

Here gre some lustings
dy clubs n our arec
know wko 18 cppe
club,
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© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Mike Irwin will perform stk Tom
Pryor and Qurts Barees Tuesday-
Saturday, Nov. T-11, at
West, 16850 Telegraph s
Mile, Detroit. Fer informa!
533-3366

© MAINSTREET

Jeff Nease will perform Wedoes-
day-Thursday. Nov. 89, asd Rosie
ODonsell will perform Friday-Sat.
urday, Nov. 10-11, at Mainstreet
Comedy Stowcase, 314 E Lidesty.
Ann Arder. For imfermatioc. call
996-9080.

© CHAPLIN'S EAST

Greg Travis will perform with
Mark Tripp and Joe Japes Wednes-
Nov, B-11, at Chaplin's

terday, For informa-
92

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Rick Marotta will perform with
Bill Gorgo Wednesday-Saturday,
New £-11, at Chaplin’s Plymouth in
lymouth  Radisson, 14707
e Read, Plymouth. For in-
2. call 454-4680

© JOEY'S LIVONIA
olem will perform Wednes-
reay, Nov. 8.1}, 2t Joey's
. 36071 Piymouth Road,

[l ESCORTED TOURS

2 Equals more value and more fun

P[HAWAII i [MEXICO
* RTp 's!nxr\s:i:gd ::r.tns‘:«':smi:m: ;i‘:.:i?' AYS

b | e T 50500 || e 12

[ ]

i1 | ARIZONA & VEGAS || FLORIDA

1 Tt cawr;*w Legrae odvs ':c““: 3.?" gt s““

A | e nish, sp80 || sn w649

OVER 22 YEARS IN BUSINESS
RALF A SA T¢

MCHON T4

MRLIOH SATISFED CUSTOMERS
W&'Eﬂ"fﬂﬁﬁﬂ@

For Free Bracnures CALL:
278-4100 o
1-800-736-7300

OPEN SUMDAYS

Owcorn s G13377.0K0
R S

© JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Soupy Sales will perform Wednes-
day-Saturday, Nov. 8-11, at Joey's
Comedy Club and Sport Emporium,
15246 Southfield and Allen roads, Al-
len Park. For information, call 382-
7041,

9@ HOLLY HOTEL

Steve Tott will perform along with
Steve Blils and Michael Booner on
Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 9-11, at
Holly Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly.
Show times are 3:30 p.m. with addi-
tional 10:30 p.m. shows Friday and
Saturday. For information, call 634-
1891,

© LOONEYBIN

David Daclel will perform with
Erle Champanella and BUI Bager
Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 9-11, at the
Wolverine Lounge and Looney Bin
Comedy Club, 1655 Glengary, Walled
Lake. Show times are 9 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday and 8 and 10:15 p.m.
Saturday. For Information, call 669-
9374.

© MISSKITTY'S

Ronnfe Bollard will perform with
Carmen  Ciricillo  Thursday-Satur-
day, Nov. 9-11, at Miss Kltty's Come-
dy Club, Leng Branch Restaurant,
595 N. Lapeer Road, Oxford. Show

times are 8 pm. Thursday; 8 ‘and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
informatlon, call 628-8500.

O BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN
A, Jamal will perform with Tim
Lilly and Downtown Tony Brown
Friday-Saturday, Nov. 10-11, at
Bea's Comedy Kltchen, 5¢1 Larned,
Detroit. Show times are 8:30 and 11
p.m. For informatioa, call 961-2581.

@ LOONEY BINTOO

Mark Still will perform Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 10-11, at the Looney
Bin Too at the Roxy, I-94 and Hag-
garty, Belleville. For reservations,
call 699-1829.

PRESENTS THREE 1990 VACATIONS

«Tour with others in your community « Visit exciting places » Make {riands

» Round trip airfare via scheduled airlines
« Inter Istand flights (Hawaii)

* Professional native escornt
* To-your-room baggage handling

TO
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« Sightseeing {see brochure)
« Airport hots! transfers

« Fine resort hotels

( ARIZONA )
LAS VEGAS

GRAND CANYON
PHOENIX
Loughlin—taks Havasu

8 DAYS

DEPARTS
FEBRUARY 25, 1930
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(HAWAII

15
GLORIOUS DAYS
Vislting all 4 main

Islands
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MAY 8, 19950
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(CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO
LOS ANGELES
BIG SUR COASTLINE
TV TAPING AND MORE!

9 DAYS

DEPARTS
JULY 10, 1830

For additional information or desctiptive
brochures, call our TRAVEL DESK at:

278-
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or 1-800-736-7300




