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contributing iravel editor

Q: Can yan belp two couples who
want desperately to vacation In
Europe? We all backpacked
through Western Ecrope at some
time, but now we want fo do It
comfortably, Not lnxury class, Not
on a bus tour. On our own. But the
mare we hear abont the cost of
travellng In Europe, the farsher
away It seems!

A: There Is a whele world of Eu-
ropean travel out there between
back-packing and fuxury hotels. A
$200-a-nlght room in a London ho-
tel would scare most of us, but
there are ways to aveid both the
high expense-aceount travel done
by business travelers and the regt-
mentation of {our buses.

Slnce you have all done a once-
aver of the conlinent already,
choose an arca and a travel style
that suéts both your interests and
your budget.

Thls week we'll talk about a trip
(o the Republic of Ireland, which
you can use as a launching pad for
England, Scotland or the continent.
Next week, we'll look at Yugosla-
vla, by car or boat. That glves you
an  English-speaking  destination
and a more exotle one, two of
many good cholces for the cost-
consclous jndividual travelers.

Four travel categories deter-
mine your budget — alrfare, car
rental, accommodatlons and the
level at which you cat, drink and
shop. Start watehing the alrline ads
and call airlines like Pan Am,
American, British Airways, Delta,
TWA and Acr Lingus for low fares
to Shannon, on the west coast of
Ireland.

TRAVEL OFF-SEASON, prefer-
ably In the spring or fall, Check
profit and non-profit tour groups
that offer air-only fares. Call Cana-
dlan alrllnes, too. Cut alr travel
casts to the bone.

Contact the World Travel desk of
the Automobllie Club of Mlchigan
for car rental rates and book
ahead. Explore an alr fare that in-
cludes car rental. If any of you
have {requent fller points, they
might apply to car rental. Some
credit cards glve you points toward
air travel. Start now and check
them all.

Ireland offers one of the most
cxtensive and least expensive ac-
commodation alternatives In Eu-
rope — bed and breakfast, country
homes, farmhouses and town-
houses. Ircland wants tourists, but
they don’t have cnough blg hotels,
so the government gives private
citizens grants to bulld guest ac-
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Ireland offers one of the most
extensive and least expen-
slve accommodation alterna-
tives in Europe — bed and
breakfast like this one in Kil-
cullen. And afternoon ten at a
countryside tea room can be
a place to meet Irish people
as well as other travelers and
get a feeling for the country,

commodations.

The Irish Tourist Board rates
them and sells guidebooks for $2-3.
One guide s overall, others focus
on farm houses or castles, cte. You
can get a fine, comfortable room
for two people, Including a good
Irish break(ast, for $25.

Money isn't the only incentive.
‘This 1s a way to explore the clty
and village, to meet Irish people as
well as other travelers, and get a
fecling for the country over break-
fast or dinner, or at pubs and res-
tavrants recommended by your
hosts.

At n farmhouse, called Farna-
trane House, In County Wexford,
for example, our hosts were stand-
ing at the farmhbouse door, hands
outstretched in welcome, when we
arrived. And they were standing
there, waving goodbye, when we
left. We felt like cousins saying
goodbye to family, except we had
only been there one one night.

THE BIG STONE [farmbhousc
goes back to 1798, the same date as
the uprising on Vinegar Hill In
nearby Enniscorthy. When I called
from a public telephone booth at
5:30 p.m,, I was teld that it was too
late to order dinner, but they would
make us “a little tea.” That turned
out to be hot homemade soup, cold
chicken and salad with bread, cake
and tea or coffce, quite enough
“dinner” {or us,

We took the last cup Into the
lounge where their son Frank was
watching an American football
game on televislon, Just after 9
p.m. we joined Cy and Willy for
more lea, cake and talk at the
kitchen table.

1 lixed the story they told about
the couple who went to a pub, got
lost, dldn’t know the farm name or
the famlly name, went to several
other B&Bs in valn, slept in the car
and got back to Farantrane House
at 2 p.m the next day.

‘That farmhouse offered very ba-
sle accommodatlon, a clean plain
room on the sccond floor with a
double bed and the bathroom down
the hall. We stayed in many that
were more luxurlous and had bath-
roams in the rooms, but none that
offered better hospitality.

Diamond Hill, in Slleverue, a
suburb of Waterford, was a large

er $5 or 30 per person.

MANY PLACES, like Dlamond
HI} or Shangr!-1a, which overlooks
Bantry Bay In County Cork, are
private homes where the resldents
have added on a wing for guests, so
you are net really in the family
kitchen as we were at the Heffer
nans.

Some accommodations are In the
heart of a town. We stayed on the
top floor of the The Presbytery, a
high narrow private bome in a
street of altached houses. It was
once the presbytery of a nearby
church, We walked casily to down-
town Kinsale (County Cork) and
swapped storles over breakfast
with other travelers In the spaclous
breakfast room.

Each place has Its own satting
and atiractions.

From Diamond Hill, we toured
the plant where Waterford crystal
is made, From Bantry, we watched
the clams belng harvested in the
bay and hen drove the Ring of
Beara, onc of three peninsulas that
stlck out ke fIngers into the Atlan-
tle. (Most bus tours do the Ring of
Kerry.) We especially love the Din-
Rle Peninsula, where Gaelic cul-
ture and language sthil relgn,

Doyle’s Seafood Bar In Dingle Is
popular, its second-story rooms are
nlee, but It's not in the Lourist guide

ause it charges more than the
government will accept for Its
gulde book. We stayed in a contem-
porary house called Cleevan, just
out of Dingle, for $25.

In Kenmare, County Kerry, on
the other hand, we gladly chose the
unllsted Hawthorn House when we
found it in the dark of nlght and
were rewarded with a pot of tea
beslde a warm flre and the smells
of a fIne dinner. Dinner was expen-
sive, about the same price as the
room,

MANY IRISH B & Bs offer din-
ner, usually for about 10 pounds
Irish per person, Sometimes you
must reserve before noon to get it.

Each country offers its own style
of personal aecommodatlons.
Northern Ireland manor houses.
Welsh farmhouses. Scottlsh castles.
English bed and breakfast homes.
In season, unlversity dorms are an

stucco house
san Poale, author of Frommer's
“Ireland on $30 a Day." Hostess
Mary Malonc brought us a tray of
tea and blscults to wash the road
away when we checked Into a room
with a quecn-sized bed.

Bathrooms are usually “down
the hall,” but Diamond Hill, like
many guest houses, offers rooms
with bathrooms en sulte for anoth-
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Contact the Irish Tourist Board,
757 Third Ave., New York, N.Y.
10017 or the Britlsh Tourist Au-
thority, 40 West 57th St, New
York, N.Y. 10019, for Information.

If you have a travel question
Jor Iris Sanderson Jones, send it
to Street Scene at 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

Angel Flight
pairs pilots
with patients

Continued from Page 1

Examples of a potentlal passen-
gers are “one who cannot slt up for
a extended time period or onc
whose iImmune system is so sup-
pressed that enterlng an airport is
Inviting disaster.

“THERE 1IAS to be a medical
need, but that's pretty broad. We
rule out taking doctors to golf out-
Ings, but a person vacationlng tn
Fiorlda and has a medleal problem
quallfles.”

Recent flights have Included tak-
ing eyes fram Pellston te Cadillac
for the Michigan Eye Bank and
taklng an 18-year-old cancer pa-
tient to Johns Hopkins in Balti-
mare.

Largely because of costs, trips
have been restricted to a 500-mile
radlus, Cosis average $30 to 3§50
per hour. An average plane travels

100 10 125 mlles per hour,

"I you're flylng five hours, 10
hours round trip, that gets a little
expensive. They're wliling to pay
for anc or two trips a year, Beyond
that, it gets cxpenslve.

THE ORGANIZATION is look-
ing for morc pilots to defray the
costs a3 well as financial angels to
support the flying angels so that
the service can be cxpanded.

“We ask the pilots to pick up the
tab. If the trip were financed,
they'd go (more often), anything for
frec flylng.”

“We're looklng for new pilots
and a ltot of things at once. If we
have the misslons, we need pllots.
And we necd pliots with a lot of
money. Actually all three at once.”

The organtzatlon is trying to get
the word out to those who could use
It. Angel Flight is often asked,
Quinn said, “Are they real pilots?
They're not just practieing?”
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